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OF 


ANDREW MARVELL, Esq 


POETICAL, CONTROVERSIAL, AND POLITICAL, 


CONTAINING 


Many OricinaL LerTers, Poems, and TRacré, never before printed, 


WITH A NEW LIFE OF THE AUTHOR, 


By Capt EDWARD THOMPSON. 


~ 


By thefe three Virtues be the Frame fuftain’d, 
Of Britifh Freedom: Independent Life ; . 
Seen Integrity in Office ; and o’er all ; ° 
. Supreme, a Paffien for the Gommen-Wedl. : ; 
Hail! Independence, hail! Heav’n’s next beft Gift, 
To that of Life and an immortal Soul! 
The Life of Life! that to the Banquet high 
And fober Meal gives Tafte ; to the bow’d Roof 
Fair-dream’d Repofe, and to the Cottage Charms. | 
Tuomson’s Lisgrry. 


IN THREE VOLUMES. 


VOL IL. 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


TO 


SIR GEORGE SAVILE, Bart. 


MEMBER FOR THE COUNTY OF YORK, 


COLONEL OF THE FIRST BATTALION OF 
THE WEST-RIDING MILITIA, 


AND FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 
SIR, _ 
HEWN I propofed a publication of the works of that 


excellent and illuftrious citizen Andrew Marvell, it was 


equally expedient in writing, as in painting, to find a companion - 


to fuch a pitture: the choice was ready and obvious, and 


‘indeed without an alternative, for thefe kingdoms boaft of no 


man fo like the noble original as the virtuous SIR GEORGE 
SAVILE. Let unmeaning compliments be the reward of 


demerit; and although I am fenfible of the difficulty of deli- 


neating 


© 
0 
we} ~~ 
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neating your refpectable chara€ter at large, yet one fingle af 
alone of your life is fufficient to conftitute your fame with the 
Freeholders of our ifland. To the laf period of revolving 
time the name of Andrew Marvell will remain, nor will yours 
be lefs in lufire and glory; for though you fet out the laf, 
your race will be equally hononrable to the fame propitious 
goal. 


When Marvell lived he was the honour of the county of 
York: bis fame in letters, his addre/s and wifdom in Parliament, 
his fpotle/s integrity and independent virtue, made him the 
admiration of ail. It is no adulation that I profe/s; it is no 
flattery which I offer, in declaring you to be the uniform, real 
Patriot, and the fieady friend to the general rights of man- 
kind. May you long continue the ornament of England, to 
affift ber with your falutary counfels, to defend her liberties 
from the canker-worm of courts, which hath preyed on the 
Red-rofe of freedom’s cheek, and injured the moff vigorous 
conftitution. May you be the happy inftrument to heal thofe 
wounds now bleeding in our diftrakted empire, and reconcile 
her to ber brave, though diftreffed children. Such a refora- 
tion would renew ber youth with her years, and give vigour 
to her wafted arm. May fuccefs attend your endeavours for 

5 the 
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the public welfare; and may you at length receive that honour- 
able fame that follows good works, and every eulogy our lan- 
guage can beftow, as Milton in his Areopagitica expreffes it, 
of men famous and foremoft in the atchievements of liberty; 
while one of the firft points of my ambition will be to deferve 
the approbation of the moft upright man of this kingdom,. 
which character no virtuous Englifbman can deny; and what: 
the bafe and degenerate refufe, is no difbonour to the fame of 
SAVILE, sor any mortification to the fentiments of,, | 


SIR, 
Your moft obedient, humble, 
And devoted fervant, 


Ecndon, March 29, 1776. EDWARD THOMPSON, 


THE 


REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED: 


OR, 


AAA ene eee Ne Ree upon a late BOOK, 


INTITULED, 


A PR EFA C BE, 


SHEWING 


What Grounds there are of Fears and Jealoufies of Popery. 
THE SECOND EDITION CORRECTED. 


LONDON: 
Printed by A. B. for the Affigns of Joun Cavin and Tuzopore Beza, at the Sign 
of the King’s Indulgence, on the South Side of the Leke Lemane. 
M.DC.LXXII, ‘ 
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ANIMADVERSIONS 


UPON THE 


Preface to Bifhop BRAMHALL’s Vindication, &c. 5 


courfe of Ecclefiaftical Policy ; after that, A De- 
» fence and Continuation of the Ecclefiaftical Policy ; 
and there he concludes his epiftle to the reader in thefe 
words: ‘ But if this be the penance I muft undergo for the 
‘¢ wantonnefs of my pen, to anfwer the impertinent and 
6 flender exceptions of every peevifh and difingenuous 
‘¢ caviller; reader, Iam reformed from my incontinency 
‘© of {cribling, and do here heartily bid thee an eternal fare- 
‘© well: Now this expreflion lies open to his own dilemma 
‘apainft the notrconformifts confefling in their prayers to God 
fuch heinous ¢normities. For if he will not accept his own 
‘charge, his modefty is all impudent and counterfeit: or, if 
he will acknowledge it, ‘why then he had been before, and 
did ftill remain upon record, the fame lewd, wanton, and 
incontinent fcribler. 


"Te author of this Preface had firft writ A Dif- 


Ba But 


ea 
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But however I hoped he had been a clergyman of honour, : 
and that when herein the world and he himfelf were now 
fo fully agreed in the cenfure of his writings, he would 
have kept his word ; or at leaft that his pen would-not fo 
foon have created us a difturbance of the fame nature, and 
fo far manifefted how indifferent he is as to the bufinefs 
either of truth or eternity. But the author, alas! inftead of 
his own, was fallen now into Amaryllis’s dilemma: I per- 
ceive the gentleman hath travelled by his remembring C4i 
lava la tefta al afino perde il fapone, and therefore hope I 
may without pedantry quote the words in her own whining 
Italian. , 


Sil peccar é fi dolce el non peccar fi neceffaria, 
O troppo imperfetta natura che repugnia la legge. | 
O troppo dura leoge che natura offendi.. | 


‘Tf to fcrible be fo fweet,. and not to {crible. be fo 
“ neceffary ; 

‘<Q too frail inclination, that contradiéeth Seat: 

<< O too fevere obligation, that offendeft inclination. 


For all his promife to write no more, I durft always have 
laid ten pounds to a crown on nature’s fide; : and accordingly 
he hath now blefled us with, as he calls-it, ** A Preface, 
‘ fhewing what Grounds there are of Fears and Jealoufies 
“< of Popery.” 

It 
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‘It will not be unpleafant to hear him begin his ftory::. 
‘© The enfuing treatife of Bifhop Bramhall’s being fomewhat 
« {uperannuated, the Bookfeller was very follicitous to have 
“ it fet off with fome preface that might recommend it to the 
‘¢ genius of the age, and reconcile it to the prefent juncture 


°* of affairs.” A pretty tafk indeed : that is as-much as to 
fay, to trick up the good old bifhop in a yellow coif anda 
bull’s head, that he may be fit for the publick, and appear 


in fathion. In the mean time ’tis what I always prefaged : 
from a writer of books our author is already dwindled toa 
preface-monger, and from prefaces Iam confident he may 


in a fhort time be improved to indite tickets for the bear- 
garden. But the bookfeller I fee was a cunning fellow, and - 


knew his man; for who fo proper as a young prieft to 
facrifice to the genius of the age: yea, though his con- 
{cience were the offering? And none more ready to nick 


a juncture of affairs than a malapert chaplain; though not 
one indeed of a hundred but diflocates them in the handling. 
Andyet our author is very maidenly, and condefcends to 


his bookfeller not without fome reluctance, as being, for- 


prefs. 


Though he hath fo lately forfeited his credit, yet herein 

I dare believe him: for the prefs hath ought him a fhame 
a long time, and is but now beginning to pay off the debt. 
The 


footh, firft of all none of the moft zealous patrons of the 
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The prefs (that villanous engine) invented much about the 
fame time with the Reformation, that hath done more mif- 
chief to the difcipline of our church, than all the dodtrine 
can make amends for; it was an happy time when all 
learning was in manufcript, and fome little officer, like our 
author, did keep the keys of the library. When the clergy 
needed no miore knowledge than to read the liturgy, 
and the laity no more clerkfhip than to fave them from 
hanging. But now fince printing came into the world, 
fuch is the mifchief that a man cannot write a book but 
preferitty he is anfwered. Could the prefs but once be 
‘conjured to obey only an imprimatur, our author might 
tiot difdain perhaps to be one of its moft zealous patrons. 
There have been wayes found out to banifh minifters, to 
find not only the people, but even the grounds and fields 
where they affembled in conventicles, but no art yet could - 
prevent thefe feditious meetings of letters. Two or three 
brawny fellows in a corner, with meer ink and elbow-greafe, 
do more harm than an hundred fyftematical divines with 
their fweaty preaching. And, which is a ftrange thing, 
the very fpunges, which one would think fhould rather 
deface and blot out the whole book, and were anciently 
ufed to that purpofe, are become now the inftruments to 
make things legible. Their ugly printing-letters, that 
look but like fo many rotten-teeth, how oft have they been 
pulled out by B. and L. the public-tooth-drawers! and yet 

| thefe 
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thefe rafcally operators of the prefs have got a trick to faften 
them again in a few minutes, that they grow as firm a: fet 
and as. biting and talkative as ever. O printing! how haft 
thou diftuzbed the peace of mankind! that lead, when 
moulded into bullets, is not fo mortal as when founded into 
Jetters!' There was a miftake fure in the ftory of Cadmuss 
and the ferpent’s. teeth which he fowed, were nothing elfe 
but the letters which he invented. The frft effay that was 
made towards this art, wasia fingle chara@ers upon iron, 
wherewith of old. they ftigmatized flaves and remarkable 
offenders; and it was of good ufe fometimes to brand a 
{chifmatick, but a bulky Dutchman diverted it quite from its 
firft inftitution, and contriving thofe innumerable /yntagmes 
of alphabets, hath peftered the world ever fince with 
the grofs bodies of their German divinity. One would 
have thought in reafon that a Dutchman at leaft might have 
sontented himfelf only with the wine-prefs. . 


But, next of all, our author, befide his averfion. from . 
the prefs, alledges, that he is as much concerned as De Witt, . 
er any of the high and mighty Burgomatters, in matters. 
of a clofer and more comfortable importance to himfelf and 
his own affaires. And yet whoever fhall take the pains to 
sead over his preface, will find that it intermeddles with 
the King, the fucceffion, the privy-council, popery, atheifm, 
bifhops, ecclefiaftical government, and: above all with non- 

I con- 
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conformity, and J. O. A man would wonder what this 
thing fhould be of a clofer importance, -but being more — 


_ comfortable too, I conclude it muft be one of thefe three 


things ; either his falvation, or a benefice, or a female. 
Now as to falvation he could not be fo much concerned, for 
that care was over; there hath been a courfe taken to in- 
fure all that are on his bottom, and he i is yet furer of a be- 
nefice ; or elfe his patrons muft be very ungrateful. He 
cannot have deferved lefs than a prebend for his firft book, 
a fine-cure for his fecond, and for this third a rectorfhip, 
although it were that of Malmfbury. Why, then, of ne- 


. ceflity it muft be a female. For that I confefs might have 
been a fufficient excufe from writing of prefaces, and againft 
the importunity of the bookfeller. It was fit that all bu- 


finefs fhould have given place to the work of propagation. 
Nor was there any thing that could more clofely import 
him, than that the race and family-of the railers fhould be 
perpetuated among mankind.- Who could in reafon expec 
that a man fhould in the fame moments undertake the 
labour of an author and a father? ‘‘ Nevertheledfs, he faith, 
“he could not but yield fo far as to improve every frag- 
ment of time that he could get into his own difpofal, to 
“« gratifie the importunity of the bookfeller.” Was ever 
civility graduated up and inhanced to fuch a value! His 
miftris herfelf could not have endeared a favour fo nicely, 


nor granted it with more {weetnefs. 


4. ‘ Was 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED.-— 4 


“Was the bookfeller more importunate, or the author 
more courteous ? : | 

‘¢ The author was the pink of courtefie, the book(feller 
‘‘ the bur of importunity.” . 


And fo, not being able to fhake him off, ‘¢ this,” he 
faith, “‘ hath brought forth this preface, fuch an one as it 
‘is; for how it will prove, he himfelf neither is, nor (till 
‘¢ it is too late) ever fhall be a competent judge, in that it 
“¢ muft be ravifhed out of his hands before his thoughts 
‘¢ can poflibly be cool enough to revive or corre& the inde- 
“‘ cencies either of its ftile or contrivance.” He is now 
erowing a very enthufiaft himfelf. No nonconformift mi- 
nifter, as it feems, could have {poke more extempore. I fee 
he is not fo civil to his readers as he was to his bookfeller : 
and fo A. C. and James Collins be gratified, he cares not 
how much the reft of the world be difobliged. Some man, 
that had lefs right to be faftidious and confident, would, 
before he expofed himfelf in publick, both have cooled his 
thoughts, and corrected his indecencies: or fhould have 
confidered whether it were neceflary or wholfome that he 
fhould write at all. Forafmuch as one of the ancient 
Sophifts (they were a kind of orators of his form) killed 
himfelf with declaiming while he had a bone in his throat, 
and J.O. was ftill in being. ‘* Put up your trumpery, good 

Vow Ii, C “ noble 
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‘© noble marquefs.” But there was no holding him. Thus 
it muft-be, and no better, when a man’s fancy is up, and 
’ _|his breeches are down ; when the mind and the body make 
| contrary aflignations, and he hath both a bookfeller at once 
and a miftrifs to fatisfie; like Archimedes, into the ftreet 
he runs out naked with his invention. And truly, if at any 
time, we might now pardon this extravagance and rapture 
of our author, when he was perched upon the higheft pin- 
nacle of ecclefiaftical felicity, being ready at once to affwage 

his concupifcence, and wreak his malice. 


‘¢ But yet he knows not which way his mind will wa 

‘‘ itfelf and its thoughts.” This is Bayes the fecond. 
‘¢ it is no matter for the plot—the intrigo was out of 
‘his head—but you will apprehend it better when you 
‘¢ fee it.” Or rather, he is like Bayes his actors, ‘ that 
‘© could not guefs what humour they were to be in: whe- 
‘ther angry, melancholy, merry, or in Jove.” Nay info- 
much that he faith, ‘* he is neither prophet nor aftrologer 
‘¢ enough to foretel.”* Never man certainly was fo unac- 
quainted with himfelf. And, indeed, it is part of his 
difcretion to avoid his acquaintance and tell him as little of 
his mind as may be: for he is a dangerous fellow. But I 
muft afk pardon if I treat him too homely. It is his own 
_ fault that mifled me at firft by concealing his quality un- 
der fuch vulgar comparifons as De Witt and the Burgo- 
4 matters. 
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matters. I now fee it all along ; this can be no lefs a man 
than Prince Volfcius himfelf, in difpute betwixt his. boots 
which way his mind will ‘* work itfelf;”” whether love fhall 
detain him with his * clofer importance, Parthenope, whofe 
‘¢ mother, fir, fells ale by the town wall: or honour fhall 
carry him *‘ to head the army that lies concealed for him at 
“ Knightfbridge,”’ and to encounter J. O. 


‘¢ Go on cryes honour: tender love faith nay. 
‘¢ Honour aloud commands, pluck both boots on. 
‘¢ But fafer love doth whifper, put on none.” 


And fo now when it comes that he is “ not prophet nor 
aftrologer enough to foretel” what he will do, it is juft, . 


‘For as bright day, with black approach of night, 
‘¢ Contending, makes a doubtful puzzling light; 
“<< So does my honour and my love Eagetner 

‘© Puzzle me fo, I am refolved on neither.” 


Yet no aftrologer could poflibly have more clean and 
opportunity to make a judgement. For he knew the very | 
" minute of the conception of his preface, which was imme- 
diately upon his Majefties iffuing his declaration of indul- 
gence to tender confciences: nor could he be ignorant of 
the moment when it was brought forth, And I can 
fo far refrefh his memory, that it came out in the dog- 
dayes. | 

C 2 “¢ The 
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«© ——— The feafon hot, and fhe too near: O mighty 
“love! J. O. will be undone; according to the rule in 
‘© Davenant’s Ephemerides; but the heads which at this 
“‘ moment, and under the prefent fchemes and afpects of 
“ the Heavens he intends to treat of (pure Sidrophel) are 
‘“‘ thefe two: firft, fomething of the treatife itfelf; fecondly, | 
“of the feafonablenefs of its publication! and this, unlefs 
‘‘his humour jade him (tis come to a dog-trot already) 
s¢ will lead him further into the argument as it relates to 
“ the prefent ftate of things, and from thence ’tis odds but 
“¢ he fhall take occafion to beftow fome animadverfions upon 
“one J. O.” There is no trufting him: he doubtlefs 
knew from the beginning what he intended. And fo too 
all his ftory of the bookfeller, and -all the ¢ volo nolo’s,” 
and ‘¢ fhall I, fhall I's’: betwixt them, was nothing but 
fooling; and he now all along owns himfelf to be the pub- | 
lifher, and alledges the flighter and the main reafons that 
induced him. Would he had told us fo at firft, for then 
he had faved me thus much of my labour; though as it 
chances it lights not amifs on our author, whofe delicate 
{tomach could not brook that J. O. fhould fay, ‘he had 
«© prevailed with himfelf, much againft his inclination, to ’ 
‘¢ beftow a few (and thofe idle) hours upon examining his 
“€ book:” and yet he himfelf ftumbles fo notorioufly upon 
the very fame fault at his own threfhold. 


.. But . 


r 
e 
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But now from this preamble he falls into his Preface to - 
Bifhop Bramhal, though indeed like Bayes his prologue, that - 
would have ferved as well for an epilogue. I do not fee.but : 
the Preface might have paft as well for a poft{cript, or the; 
headftal for a crooper. And our author’s divinity-might : 


have gone to pufh-pin with the Bifhop, which of their two - 


treatifes was the procatarctical caufe of both their editions. . 
For, as they are coupled together, to fay the truth, tis not « 
difcernable, as in fome animals, whether their motion be- - 
gin at the head or tail: whether the author made his pre- - 
face for Bifhop Bramhal’s dear fake, or whether -he pub- - 
lifhed the Bifhop’s treatife for fake of his own. dear Preface. . 
For my own part I think it reafonable that the Bifhop and “ 
our Author fhould (like fair gamfters at leap frog) ftand ' 

and {kip in their turns ; and however our author got. it for. — 
once, yet if the bookfeller fhould ever be follicitous for a - 


fecond edition, that then the Bifhop’s book {hould have the - 


precedence. 


But before I commit myfelf to the dangerous depths of his - 
difcourfe, which I am now upon the brink of, I would with : 
his leave make a motion, that inftead of Author, I may - 
henceforth indifferently call him Mr. Bayes as oft as I fhall:: 
fee occafion ; and that firft, becaufe he hath no name, or: 
at leaft will not own it, though he himfelf writes under the 
ereateft fecurity, and gives us the i letters of other mens 

| names 
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names before he be afked them. Secondly, becaufe he is I 
perceive a lover of elegancy of ftile, and can endure no 
man’s tautologies but his own, and therefore I would not 
diftaft him with too frequent repetition of one word; but 
chiefly becaufe Mr. Bayes and he do very much fymbolize, 
in their underftandings, in their expreffions, in their humour, 
in their contempt and quarrelling of all others, though of 
their own profeffion; becaufe our divine, the author, ma- 
nages his conteft with the fame prudence and civility which 
the players and poets have practifed of late in their feveral 
divifions ; and laftly, becaufe both their talents do pecu- 
liarly ly in expofing and perfonating the nonconformifts. I 
would therefore give our author a name, the memory of 
which may perpetually excite him to the exercife and higheft 
improvement of that virtue. For, our Cicero doth not yet 
equal our Rofcius, and one turn of Lacy’s face hath more 
ecclefiaftical policy in it than all the books of our author put 
together. Befides, to fay Mr. Bayes is more civil than to 
fay villain and caitiff, though thefe indeed are more taunt. 
And, to conclude, the irrefragable doctor of {chool divinity, 
page 460 of his Defence, determining concerning fymbolical 
ceremonies, hath warranted me that not only governours, 
but any thing elfe may have power to appropriate new names 
to things, without having abfolute authority over the things 
_ themfelves. And therefore henceforward, feeing Iam on fuch 
‘ fure ground, Author, or Mr. Bayes, whether I pleafe. Now, 
having 
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having had our dance, let us advance to our more ferious 
countels. | 


And firft, our author begins with a panegyrick upon 
Bifhop Bramhal ; a perfon whom my age had not given 
me leave to be acquainted with, nor my good fortune led 
me to converfe with his writings: but for whom I had col- 
lected a deep reverence from the general reputation he 
carried, befide the veneration due to the place he filled in 
the Church of England. So that our author having a mind 
to fhew us fome proof of his good nature, and that his 
eloquence lay not all in fatyr and invedctives, could not, in 
my opinion, have fixed upon a fitter fubje@ of commenda- 
tion. And therefore, I could have wifhed for my own fake 
that I had miffed this occafion of being more fully informed 
of fome bifhop’s principles, whereby I have loft part of that 
pleafure which I had fo long enjoyed in thinking well of fo. 
confiderable a perfon. But however, I recreate myfelf with. 
believing that my fimple judgment cannot, beyond my in- 
tention, abate any thing of his juft value with others; and. 
feeing he is long fince dead, which I knew but lately, and 
now learn it-with regret, I am the more obliged to repair in 
myfelf whatfoever breaches of his credit, by that additional 
civility which confecrates the afhes of the deceafed: But 
by this means I am come to difcern how it was poffible for 
our author to {peak a good word for any man. The Bifhop: - 

| | ‘was 
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was expired, and his writings jump much with our author, 
So that if you have a mind to dy, or to be of his party, 
(there are but thefe two conditions) you may perhaps be 
rendred capable of his charity. And then write what you 
will, he will make you a preface that fhall recommend you 
and it to the genius of the age, and reconcile it to the 
juncture of affairs. But truly he hath acquitted himfelf 
herein fo ill-favouredly to the Bifhop, that I do not think 
it fo much werth :to gain his approbation 3 ‘and I had rather 
live and enjoy mine own opinion than be fo treated: for, 
befide his refle@ion onthe Bifhop, and the whole age he 
lived in, that ** he was, as far as the prejudice of the age 
‘© would permit him, an acute philofopher” (which is a 
fufficient tafte of Mr. Bayes his arrogance, that no man, ne 
age can be fo perfect but muft abide his cenfure, and of the 
officious virulence of his humour, which infufes itfelf, by 
a malignant remark, that (but for this acuter philofopher) 
no man elfe-would have thought of, iato the praifes of him 
‘whom he moft intended to celebrate) if, I fay, befide this, 
you.confider the moft elaborate and ftudious periods of his 
‘eommendation, you find it at beft very ridiculous. By the 
language he feems to -tranfcribe out of the Grand Cyrus and 
Caffandra, but the exploits to have borrowed out of the 
Knight of the Sun, and King Arthur. For in a lufcious 
and effeminate ftile he gives him fuch a termagant charaéter, 
as muft either fright or turn the ftomach of any reader: 
5 ‘¢ Being 
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‘¢ Being of a brave and enterprifing temper, of an active 
“ and {prightly mind, he was always bufied cither in con- 
‘“ triving or performing great defigns.” Well, Mr. Bayes, 
I fuppofe by this, that he might have been an overmatch 
to the bifhop of Cullen and the bifhop of Strafburg. In 
another place, ‘* He finifhed all the glorious defigns that he 
‘undertook ;” this might have become the bifhop of 
Munfter before he had raifed the fiege from Groningen. 
«¢ As he was able to accomplifh the moft gallant attempts, 
‘< fo he was always ready not only to juftifie their inno- 
s cence, but to make good their bravery.” I was too pro- 
digal of my bifhops at firft, and now have never another 
left in the Gazette, which is to our author’s magazine. 
‘© His reputation and innocence were both armour of proof 
‘¢ againft Tories and Prefbyterians.” But methinks, Mr. 
Bayes, having to do with fuch dangerous enemies, you fhould 
have furnifhed him too with fome weapon of offence, a 
good old fox, like that of another heroe, his contemporary 
in action upon the {cene of Ireland, of whom it was fung, 


“© Down by his fide he wore a {word of price, 

‘¢ Keen as a froft, glazed like a new made ice : 
‘¢ That cracks men fhell’d in fteel in a lefs trice, 
‘ Than fquirrels nuts, or the Highlanders lice.”’ 


Then he faith, “*’Tis true the church of Ireland was the 
“ Jargeft fcene of his aétions ; but yet there in a little time | 
Vou. II. D “he 
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‘© he wrought out fuch wondrous alterations, and fo: ex- | 
‘© ceeding all belief, as may convince us that he had a mind 
‘‘ large and active enough to have managed. the. Roman 
‘Cempire at its greateft extent.” This indeed of our 
author’s is great; and yet it reacheth not a ftrain of his 
fellow Pendets in the hiftory of the Mogul, where he tells 
Dancehment Kan, ‘* When you put your foot in the ftirrop, 
‘© and when you march upon horfeback in the front of the 
cavalry, the earth trembles under your feet, the eight 
‘< elephants that hold it on their heads not being able to 
‘¢ fupport it:’” But enough of this trafh. 

Befide that it is the. higheft indecorum for a divine to 
write in fuch a ftile as this (part play-book and part ro- 
mance) concerning a reverend bifhop: thefe improbable 
elogies too are of the greateft diflervice to their own defign, 
and do in effe& diminifh alwayes the perfon whom they 
pretend to magnifie. Any worthy man may pafs through 
the world unqueftioned and fafe with a moderate recom- 
mendation ; but when he is thus fet off, and bedawbed 
with rhetorick, and embroidered fo thick that you cannot 
difcern the ground, it awakens naturally (and not altogether 
unjuftly) intereft, curiofity and envy: For all men pretend 
a fhare in reputation, and love not to fee it ingrofled and 
monopolized, and are fubjeé to enquire, (as of great eftates 
fuddenly got, whether he came by all this honeftly, or of 

2 what 
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what credit the perfon is that tells the ftory ? And the fame 
hath happened as to this Bifhop, while our author attributes — 
to him fuch atchievements, which to one that could believe 
the legend of Captain Jones, might not be incredible. I 
have heard that there was indeed fuch a captain, an honeft 
brave fellow: but a wag, that had a mind to be merry with 
him, hath quite fpoiled his hiftory; Had our author epi- 
tomized the legend of fixty-fix books De Virtutibus Sani 
Patricii (I mean not the ingenious writer of the Friendly — 
Debates, but St. Patrick, the Irifh bifhop) he could not 
have promifed greater ; and ‘tis well for him that he hath 
efcaped the fate of Secundinus, who (as Joffelin relates it). 
acquainting Patrick that he was infpired to compofe fome- 
thing in his commendation, the Bifhop foretold the author 
fhould dy as foon as it was perfected; which fo done, fo 
happened. Iam fure our author had dyed no other death 
but .of this his own preface, and a furfeit upon Bifhop 
Bramhall, if the fwelling of truth could have choaked him. 
He tells us, I remember fomewhere, that this fame Bifhop 
of Derry faid, ‘* the Scots had:a civil expreffion for thefe 
‘‘ improvers of verity, that they are good company ;” and 
I thall-fay nothing feverer, than that our author {peaks the 
language ofa lover, and fo may claim fome pardon, if the 
habit and excefs of his courtfhip do as yet give a tinéture — 
to his difcourfe upon-more ordinary fubjects ; for I would\ , 
not by any means be miftaken, as if I thought our author 
D 2 fo 
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_ fo fharp fet, or fo neceffitated that he fhould make a dead 
bifhop his miftrefs; fo far from that, that he hath taken 
fuch a courfe, that if the bifhop were alive he would be 


out of love with himfelf. He hath, like thofe frightfull 
looking glaffes made for fport, reprefented him in fuch 
bloated lineaments, as, I am confident, if he could fee his 
face in it, he would break the glafs. For, hence it falls 
out too, that men feeing the Bifhop furbifhed up in fo 
martial accoutrements, like another Odo, bifhop of Baieux, 
and having never before heard of his prowefs, began to 


reflec what giants he defeated, and what damfels he 


re{cued. Serious men confider whether he were ingaged in 
the conduét of the Irifh army, and to have brought it over 
upon England, for the imputation of which the Earl of 
Strafford his patron fo undefervedly fuffered; but none 
knowes any thing of it: others think it not to be taken 
literally, but the wonderful and unheard-of alterations that 
he wrought out in Ireland, are meant of fome reformation 
that he made there in things of his own fun@ion ; but then 
men afk again, how he comes to have all the honour of it, 
and whether all the while that great Bifhop Uther, his 
metropolitane, were unconcerned ? for even in ecclefiaftical 
combates, how inftrumental foever the captain hath been, 
the general ufually carries away the honour of the ation. 
But the good Primate was engaged in defigns of leffer 
moment, and was writing his De Primordiis Ecclehe Britan- 

nie, 
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nice, and the ftory of Pelagius our countryman. He, 
-honeft man, was deep gone in Grub-ftreet and polemical 
divinity, and troubled with fits of modern orthodoxy. 
He fatisfyed himfelf with being ‘“‘ admired by the blue and 


‘© white aprons, and pointed at by the more judicious tan- 


kard bearers.” Nay, which is worft of all, he undertook 
to abate of our epifcopal grandeur, and condefcended indeed 
to reduce the ceremonious difcipline in thefe nations to the 
primitive fimplicity. What then was this that Bifhop Bramhall 
did! Did he like a Proteftant apoftle convert in one day thou- 
fands of the Irifh Papifts? The contrary is evident, by the 
Irith rebellion and maflacre, which, notwithftanding his 
‘¢ publick employment and great abilities,” happened in his 
time. So that after all our author’s bombaft, when we have 
fearched all over, we find ourfelves bilked in our expeéta- 
tion; and he hath erected him, like a St. Chriftopher, in 
the Popifh churches, as big as ten porters, and yet only 
imployed to fweat under the burden of an infant. | 


All that appears of him is, firft, that he bufied himfelf 
about a ‘‘ catholick agreement among the churches of Chrif- 
‘}tendom.” But as to this, our author himfelf faith, that 
he was not ‘ fo vain, or fo prefuming as to hope to fee it 
“‘ affe@ted in his dayes.” And yet but two pages before he 
told us that the ‘ bifhop finifhed all the glorious defignes 
‘¢ which he undertook.” But this defign of his he draws out in 

fuch 
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{uch a circuit of words, that it is better taking it from the 
bifhop himfelf, who fpeaks more plainly always and much 
more to the purpofe. And he faith, p. 87. of his Vin- 
dication, ‘* my defign is rather to reconcile the Popifh | 
“ party to the church of England, than the church of 
‘‘ England to the Pope.’ And how he manages it, I had 
rather any man would learn by reading over his own book, 
than that I fhould be thought to mifreprefent him, which 
I might, unlefs I tranfcribed the whole. But in fumme it 
feems to me that he is upon his own fingle judgement too 
liberal of the publick, and that he retrenches both on our 
part more than he hath authority for, and grants more to 
the Popifh than they can of right pretend to. It is however 
indeed a moft glorious defign, to reconcile all the churches 
to one doétrine and communion ( though fome that meddle 
_ in it do it chiefly in order to fetter men ftraiter under the 
- formal bondage of fictitious difcipline ;) but it is a thing 
rather to be wifhed and prayed for, than to be expected 
from thefe kind of endeavours. It is fo large afield, that 
no man can fee to the end of it: and all that have adven- 
tured to travel it, have been bewildered. That man muft 
have a vaft opinion of his own fufficiency, that can think 
he may by his oratory or reafon, either in his own time, or 
at any of our author's “‘ more happy jundture of affairs, ” 
fo far perfwade and fafcinate the Roman church, having by 
a regular contexture of continued policy for fo many ages 

inter~ 
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interwoven itfelf with the fecular intereft, and made itfelf 
neceffary to moft princes, and having at laft erected a 
throne of infallibility over their confciences, as to prevail 
with her to fubmit a power and empire fo acquired and 
eftablifhed in compromife to the arbitration of. an humble 
propofer. God only in his own time, and by the infcru- 
table methods of his providence, is able to effe@ that altera~ _ 
tion: though I think too he hath fignified in part by what 
means he intends to accomplifh it, and to range fo confi- 
derable a church, and once fo exemplary, into primitive 
unity and Chriftian order. In the mean time fuch projects 
are fit for pregnant fcholars that have nothing elfe to do, 
to go big with for forty years, and may qualifie them to 
difcourfe with princes and ftatefmen at their leifure ; but 
I never faw that they came to ufe or pofflibility, no more 
than that of Alexander’s archite&, who propofed to make 
him a ftatue of the mountain Athos (and that was no 
molehill) and among other things, that ftatue to carry in its 
hand a great habitable city. But the furveyor was gra- 
velled, being afked whence that city fhould be fupplyed 
with water. I would only have afked the bifhop, when he 
had carved and hammered the Romifts and Proteftants 
into one Coloffian church, how we fhould have done as to 
matter of Bibles. For the bifhop, p. 117. complains that 
unqualified people fhould have a promifcuous licence to 
read the Scriptures: and you may guefs thence, if he had 

: ; moreover 
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moreover the Pope to friend, how the laity fhould have 
been ufed. There have been attempts in former ages to dig 
through the feparating Ifthmus of Peloponnefus ; and another 
to make communication between the Red-Sea and the Me- 
diterranean: both more eafie than to cut this ecclefiaftick 
canal, and yet both laid by partly upon the difficulty of | 
doing it, and partly upon the inconveniences if it had been 
effe&ed. I muft confefs freely, yet I afk pardon for the ~ 
prefumption, that I cannot look upon thefe undertaking 
church-men, however otherwife of excellent prudence and | 
learning, but as men ftruck with a motio, and crazed on> 
that fide of their head. And fo I think even the bifhop 
had much better have bufied himfelf in preaching in his own 
diocefs, and difarming the papifts of their arguments, inftead 
of rebating our weapons; than in taking an oecumenical | 
care upon him, which none called him to, and, as appears 
by the fequel, none conned him thanks for. But if he were 
fo great a politician as I have heard, and indeed believe him — 
to have been, methinks he fhould in the firft place have 
contrived how we might live well with our Proteftant 
neighbours, and to have united us in one body under the 
King of Iengland, as head of the Proteftant intereft, which 
might have rendered us more confiderable, and put us into - 
a more likely pofture to have reduced the church of Rome 
to reafon. For the moft leading party of the Englifh clergy 
in his time retained fuch a pontifical ftiffnefs towards the 

2 | ; 7 | foreign 
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foreign divines, that it puts.me in mind of Auftin the 
monk, when he came into Kent, not deigning to rife up to 
. the Britifh or give them the hand, and could {carce afford 
their churches either communion or charity, or common 
civility. So that it is not to be wondered if they alfo on 
_ their parts looked upon our models of accommodation with 
the fame jealoufie that the Britifh Chriftians had at Auftin’s 
defign, to unite them firft to (that is under) the Saxons, 
and then deliver them both over bound to the Papal govern- — 
ment and ceremonies; but feeing hereby our hands were 
weakned, -and there was no probability of arriving fo near 
the end of the work as to a confent among Proteftants. 
abroad ; had the Bifhop but gone that ftep, to have recon- 
ciled the ecclefiaftical differences in our own nations, and 
that we might have ftood firm at home before we had taken 
fuch a jump beyond fea, it would have been a performance 
worthy of his wifdom: for at that time the ecclefiaftical 
rigours here were in the higheft ferment, and the church in 
being arrayed itfelf againft the peaceable Diffenters only in 
fome points of worfhip. And what great undertaking 
could we be ripe for abroad, while fo divided at home? or 
- what fruit expected from the labour of thofe mediating 
divines in weighty matters, who were not yet paft fucking- 
bottle ; but feemed to place all the bufinefs of Chriftianity 
in perfecuting men for their confciences, differing from 
them in fmaller matters? How ridiculous muft we be to 

Vou. II. E. the 
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the church of Rome to interpofe in her affairs, and force 
our mediation upon her; when befides our ill correfpon- 
dence with foreign Proteftants, fhe muft obferve our weak- 
nefs within ourfelves, that we could not, or would not ftep 
over a ftraw, though for the perpetual fettlement and fecu- 
rity of our church and nation? She might well look upon 
us as thofe that probably might be forced at fome time by 
our folly to call her in to our afliftance (for with no weapons 
or arguments but what are fetched out of her arfenals, can 
the ceremonial controverfie be rightly defended) but never 
could fhe confider us as of fuch authority or wifdom, as to 
give balance to her counfels. But this was far from Bifhop 
Bramhall’s thoughts; who, fo he might (like Cefar) 
‘manage the Roman empire at its utmoft extent,” had 
quite forgot what would conduce to the peace of his own — 
province and country; for page 57 he fettles this maxim 
asa truth, ‘* That fecond reformations are commonly like | 
‘© metal upon metal, which is falfe heraldry.” Where, by 
the way, it is a wonder that our author, in enumerating the 
Bifhop’s perfections in divinity, law, hiftory, and philo- 
fophy, neglected this peculiar gift he had in heraldry ; and 
omitted to tell us that his mind was large enough to have 
animated the kingdoms of Garter and Clarencieux at their 
greateft dimenfions. But, befide what I have faid already 
i relation to this project upon Rome, there is this mrore, 
which I confefs was below Bifhop Bramhall’s reflection, and 
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was indeed fit only for fome vulgar politician, or the commif- 
fioners of Scotland about the late Union: whether it would 
not have fucceeded as in the confolidation of kingdoms, where 
the greateft {wallows down the lefs; fo alfo in church coali- 
tion, that though the Pope had condefcended (which the Bifhop 
owns to be his right) to be only a patriarch, yet he would 
have {wooped up the patriarchate of Lambeth to his morn- 
ing’s-draught, like an egg in Mufcadine. And then there 
is another danger always when things come once to a treaty, 
that befide the debates of reafon, there is a better way of 
tampering to bring men over that have a power to conclude. 
And fo who knows in fuch a treaty with Rome, if the Alps 
‘ (as it is probable) would not have come over to England, as 
the Bifhop defigned it, England might not have been ob- 
liged, lying fo commodious for navigation, to undertake a 
voyage to Civita Vecchia? But what though we fhould have 
made all the advances imaginable, it would have .been to 
no purpofe; and nothing lefs than an entire and total re- 
fignation of the Proteftant caufe would have contented her. ’ 
For the Church of Rome is fo well fatisfied of her own 
fufficiency, and hath fo much more wit than we had in 
Bifhop Bramhall’s days, or feem to have yet learned; that it 
would have fucceeded juft as at the Council of Trent. | For 
there, though many divines of the greateft fincerity and learn- 
ing endeavoured a reformation, yet no more could be obtained 
of her than the nonconformifts got of thofe of the Church 
| E2 of 
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of England at the conference of Worcefter-houfe. But on 
the contrary, all her exceffes and errors were further riveted 
and confirmed, and that great machine of her ecclefiaftical 


policy there perfected. 


So that this enterprife of Bifhop Bramhall’s being fo ill 
laid and fo unfeafonable, deferves rather an excufe than a 
commendation. And all that can be gathered befides out 
of our author concerning him is of little better value; for 
he faith indeed, that ‘* he was a zealous and refolute affertor 
‘© of the publick rites and folemnities of the church.” But 
thofe things being only matters of external neatnefs, could 
never merit the trophies that our author erects him. For 
neither can a juftice of peace for his feverity about dirt 
bafkets deferve a ftatue. And as for ‘* his expunging fome 
‘‘ dear and darling articles from the Proteftant caufe,”’ it is, 
as far as I can perceive, only his fubftituting fome Arminian 
tenets (which Iname fo, not for reproach, but for diffe- 
rence) inftead of the Calvinian do@rines. But this tao 
could not challenge all thefe triumphal ornaments in which 
he inftalls him: for, I fuppofe thefe were but meer ‘ mif- 
“© takes on either fide, for want of being (as the Bifhop 
“ faith page 134) {cholaftically ftated; and that he, with 
‘Ca diftinétion of {chool-theologie, could have fmoothed 
“‘ over and plained away thefe knots though they have been 
“© much harder.” 


For 
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For the reft, which he leaves to feek for, andI meet cafually 
with in the Bifhop’s own book; I find him to have been 
doubtlefs a very good natured gentleman. Page 160, ‘“* He 
‘¢ hath much refpect for poor readers’’ ; and page 161, he 
judges “that if they come fhort of preachers in point of 
‘‘ efficacy, yet they have the advantage of preachers as to 
“point of fecurity.’” And page 163, he commends the 
care taken by ‘“ the canons that the meaneft cure of fouls 
‘‘ fhould have formal fermons at leaft four times every year.” 
Page 155, he ‘* maintains the publick {ports on the Lord’s 
‘¢ day by the proclamation to that purpofe, and the example 
“of the reformed churches beyond fea:’’ and ‘ for the 
‘“‘ publick dances of our youth upon country greens on 
‘© Sundays, after the duties of the day, he fees nothing in 
‘‘them but innocent, and agreeable to that under-foot of | 
‘“‘ people.”” And page 117, (which I quoted before) he 
“‘ takes the promifcuous licence to unqualified perfons to 
“‘ read the fcriptures, far more prejudicial, nay, more per- 
“© nicious, than the over-rigorous reftraint of the Roma- 
“¢ nifts.” And indeed, all along he complies much for peace 
fake, and judicioufly fhews wherein our feparation from the 
church of Rome is not warrantable. But although I cannot 
warrant any man who hence took occafion to traduce hina 
of Popery, the contrary of which is evident, yet neither is 
it to be wondered, if he did hereby lie under fome imputa- 
tion, which he might otherwife have avoided. Neither 

can 
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can I be fo hard-hearted as our author in the nonconfor- 
mifts cafe of difcipline, to think it were better that ‘ he, or 
«¢ a hundred more divines of his temper fhould fuffer, though 
innocent, in their reputation, than that we fhould come 
under a poflibility of lofing our religion.” For as they 
(the Bifhop and I hope moft of his party) did not intend it 
fo, neither could they have effeGted it. But he could not 
expect to enjoy his imagination without the annoyances in- 
cident to fuch as dwell in the middle ftory: the pots from 
above and the fmoke from below. And thofe churches 
which are feated nearet upon the frontier of popery, did 
naturally and well if they took alarm at the march. For, 
in fact, that incomparable perfon Grotius did yet make a 
bridge for the enemy to come over; or at leaft laid fome of 
our moft confiderable paffes open to them and unregarded: a 
crime fomething like what his fon De Groot (here’s Gazette 
again for you) and his fon-in-law Mombas have been — 
charged with. And, as to the Bifhop himfelf, his friend 
an accufatory {pirit would defire no better play than 
he gives in his own vindication; but that’s neither my 
bufinefs nor humour; and whatfoever may have glanced 
upon him, was direéted only to our author, for publifhing 
that book, which the Bifhop himfelf had thought fit to 
conceal, and for his impertinent efflorefcence of rhetorick 
upon fo mean topicks, in fo choice and copious a fubject 


as Bifhop Bramhall. 
| Yet 
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Yet though the Bifhop prudently undertook a defign, 


which he hoped not to accomplifh in his own dayes, our 
author, however, was fomething wifer, and hath made fure 
to obtain his end. For the Bifhop’s honour was the fartheft 
thing from his thoughts, and he hath managed that part fo 
that I have accounted it a work of fome piety to vindicate 
his memory from fo {curvy a commendation. But the 
author’s end was only railing; he could never have induced 
himfelf to praife one man but in order to rail on another. 
He never oils his hone but that he may whet his razor; 
and that not to fhave, but to cut mens throats. And 
whoever will take the pains to compare, will find, that as 
it is his only end, fo his beft, nay his only talent is railing. 
So that he hath, while he pretends fo much for the good 
Bifhop, ufed him but for a ftalking-horfe till he might come 
within {hot of the foreign divines and the nonconformitts. 
The other was only a copy of his countenance: but look to 
yourfelves, my matters; for in fo venomous a malice, cour- 
tefie is always fatal. Under colour of fome mens having 
taxed the Bifhop, he flyes out into a furious debauch, and 
breaks the windows, if he could, would raze the foundations of 
all the Proteftant churches beyond fea: but for all men at 
home of their perfuafion, if he meet them in the dark he 
runs them thorow. He ufurps to himfelf the authority of 
the church of England, who is fo well bred, that if he 
would have allowed her to fpeak, fhe would doubtlefs have 

4 treated 


32 ‘THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


treated more civilly thofe over whom fhe pretends no jurif- 
di@ion: and under the names of Germany and Geneva, he 
rallies and rails at the whole Proteftancy of Europe. For. 
you are miftaken in our author (but I have worn him 
thread-bare) if you think he defigns to enter the lifts where 
he hath but one man to combate. Mr. Bayes, ye know, 
‘‘ prefers that one quality of fighting fingle with whole 
‘¢ armies, before all the moral virtues put together.” And 
yet I affure you, he hath feveral times obliged moral virtue 
fo highly, that fhe owes him a good turn whenfoever fhe can 
meet him. But it isa brave thing to be the ecclefiaftical 
Drawcanfir; he kills whole nations, he kills friend and 
foe; Hungary, Tranfylvania, Bohemia, Poland, Savoy, 
France, the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, and a great | 
part of the church of England, and all Scotland (for thefe, 
befide many more, he mocks under the title of Germany 
and Geneva) may perhaps roufe our maftiff, and make up 
a danger worthy of his courage. A man would guefs that — 
this giant had promifed his comfortable importance, a 
fimarre of the beards of all the orthodox. theologues in 
Chriftendom. But I wonder how he comes to be prolo- 
cutor of the church of England! For he talks at that rate, 
as if he were a /ynodical individuum; nay, if he had a fifth 
council in his belly he could not dictate more dogmatically. 
There had been indeed, as I have heard, about the dayes of 
Bifhop Bramhall, a fort of divines here of that leaven, who 

being 
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being dead, I cover their names, if not for health’s fake, 
yet for decency, who never could fpeak of the firft refor- 
mers with any patience; who pruned themfelves in the 
peculiar virulency of their pens, and fo they might fay a 
tart thing concerning the foreign churches, cared not what 
obloquy they caft upon -the hiftory, or the profeffion of 
religion / And thofe men undertook likewife to vent their — 
wit and their choler under the ftile of the church of 
England ; and were indeed fo far owned by her, that what 
preferments were in her own difpofal, fhe rather conferred. 
upon them. And now when they were gone off the ftage, 
there is rifen up this fpiritual Mr. Bayes; who having 
affumed to himfelf an incongruous plurality of ecclefiaftical. 
offices, one of the moft fevere, of penitentiary univerfal to 
the reformed churches ; the other moft ridiculous, of buf-. 
foon-general to the church of England, may be henceforth 
capable of any other promotion. And not being content 
to enjoy his own folly, he has taken two others into part- 
nerfhip; as fit for his defign, as thofe two that clubbed 
with Mahomet in making the Alcoran: who by’ perverfe 
wit and reprefentation might travefteere the fcripture, and 
render all the careful and ferious part of religion odious 
and contemptible. But, left I might be miftaken as to the 
perfons I mention, I will affure the reader that I intend not 
Hudibras: for he is a man of the other robe, and his ex- 
cellent wit hath taken a flight far above thefe whiflers: that. 
Vou. II. F whoever 
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whoever diflikes the choice of his fubje@&, cannot but com~ 
mend his performance, and calculate if on fo barren a theme 
he were fo copious, what admirable fport he would have made 
with an ecclefiaftical politician. But for a Daw-Divine, 
not onely, to foul his own neft in England, but to pull in 
pieces the nefts of thofe beyond fea, it is that which I 
think undecent and of very ill example. There is not in- 
deed much danger, his book, his letter, and his preface 
being writ in Englifh, that they fhould pafs abroad: but,. 
if they be printed upon incombuftible paper, or by reafon of 
the many avocations of our church they may efcape a 
cenfure, yet it is likely they may dye at home, the com- 
mon fate of fuch treatifes amongft the more judicious oyl- 
men and grocers. Unlefs Mr. Bayes be fo far in love with 
his own whelp, that, as.a modern lady, he will be at the 
charge of tranflating his works into Latin, tranfmitting them 
to the univerfities, and dedicating them in the Vaticane. 
But, fhould they unhappily get vent abroad (as I hear fome 
are already fent over for curiofity) what fcandal, what 
heart-burning and animofity muft it raife againft our 
church: unlefs they chance to take it right at farft, and 
Jimit the provocation within the author. And then, what: 
can he expect in return of his civility, but that the com-. 
pliment which pafled betwixt Arminius and Baudius fhould 
concenter upon him, that-he is both opprobrium academia, 
and peftis ecclefe. For they will fee at the firft that his. 
bocks 
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books come not out under publick authority, or recommen- 
dation: but only as things of buffoonery do commonly, they 
carry with them their own émprimatur ; but I hope he hath 
confidered Mr. L. in private, and payed his fees. Neither will 
the gravity therefore of their judgements take the meafures 
I hope, either of the education at our univerfities, or of 
the {pirit of our divines, or of the prudence, piety, and 
doctrine of the church of England, from fuch an inter- 
loper. Thofe gardens of ours ufe to bear much better 
fruit. ‘There may happen fometimes an ill year, or there 
may be fuch a crab-ftock as cannot by all ingrafting be 
corrected. But generally it proves otherwife. Once perhaps 
in a hundred years there may arife fuch a prodigy in the 
univerfity (where all men elfe learn better arts and better 
manners) and from thence may creep into the church (where 
. the teachers at leaft ought to be well inftruéted in the know- 
ledge and practice of Chriftianity) fo prodigious a perfon I 
fay may even there be hatched, fhall neither know or care 
how to behave himfelf to God or man; and who having © 
never feen the receptacle of grace or confcience at an anato- 
mical diffeftion, may conclude therefore that there is no 
fuch matter, or no fach obligation among Chriftians ; who 
fhall perfecute the Scripture itfelf, unlefs it will conform 
- to his interpretation; who fhall ftrive to put the world 
into blood, and animate princes to be the executioners of 
their own fubjeéts for well-doing, All this is poffible; but 
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comes to pafs as rarely and at as long periods in our cli- 
mate, as the birth of a falfe prophet. But unluckily, in 
this fatal year of feventy two, among all the calamities that 
aftrologers foretel, this alfo hath befaln us. . I would’ not 
hereby confirm his vanity, as if I alfo believed that any 


‘{cheme of heaven did influence his aétions, or that he were 


| 
| 
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fo confiderable as that the comet under which they fay we 
yet labour, had fore-boded the appearance of his preface. 


' No, no: though he be a creature moft noxious, yet he is 


more defpicable. A comet is of far higher quality, and 
hath other kind of imployment. Although we call it an 
hairy-ftar, it affords no prognoftick of what breeds there : 
but the aftrologer that would difcern our author and his 
bufinefs, muft lay by his telefcope, and ufe a microfcope. 
You may find him ftill in Mr. Calvin’s head. Poor Mr. 
Calvin and Bifhop Bramhall, what crime did you dye guilty 
of, that you cannot lye quiet in your graves, but muft be 
conjured up on the ftage as oft as Mr. Bayes will ferret you? 
And which of you two are moft unfortunate I cannot de- 
termine; whether the Bifhop in being alwayes courted, 


or the Prefbyter in being alwayes railed at. But in good 


earneft I think Mr. Calvin hath the better of it; for, though 
an ill man cannot by praifing confer honour, nor by reproach- 
ing fix anignominy, ‘and fo they may feem on equal terms; 


yet there is more in it: for at the fame time that we may 


-- imagine what is faid by fuch an author to be falfe, we con- 


ceive 
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ceive the contrary to be true. What he faith of him indeed 
in this place did not come very well in; for Calvin writ 
nothing again{ft Bifhop Bramhall, and therefore here it 
amounts to no more than his {pirit forfooth had propagated 
an original wafpifhnefs and falfe orthodoxy amongft all his 
followers. But if you look in other pages of his book, and 
particularly page 663 of his Defence, you never faw fuch a 
fcare-crow as he makes him: ‘“* There fprang up a mighty 
‘¢ bramble on the -fouth fide the Lake Lemane, that (fuch 
4s the ranknefs of the foil) fpread and flourifhed with fuch 
a fudden growth, that partly by the induftry of his agents 
_ “abroad, and partly by its own indefatigable pains and 
“¢ pragmaticalnefs, it quite over-ran the whole Reformation.” 
You muft conceive that Mr. Bayes was all this while in an 
extafy in Dodona’s Grove; or elfe here is ftrange work, 
‘worfe than ‘ explicating a poft,” or ‘* examining a pillar.” 
A “bramble” that had ‘ agents abroad,” and itfelf an 
© indefatigable bramble.” But ftraight our bramble is — 
transformed to a man, and he ‘* makes a chair of infallibility 
‘“ for himfelf” out of his own bramble timber: yet all this 
-while we know not his name; one would fufpect it might 
-be a Bifhop Bramble. But then ‘* he made himfelf both 
‘© pope and emperor too of the greateft. part of the reformed 
‘© world.”” How near does this come to his commendation 
of Bifhop Bramhall before? for our author feems copious, 
but is indeed very poor of expreflion : and, as fmiling and 
frowning 


38 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


frowning are performed in the face with the fame mufcles 
very little altered ; fo the changing of a line or two in Mr. 
Bayes at any time, will make the fame thing {erve for a pane- 
 gyrick or a philippick. But what do you think of this man? 
could Miftrefs Mopfa herfelf have furnifhed you with a more 
pleafant and worthipful tale? it wants nothing of —s 
but that it doth not begin with, ‘* Once upon a time: 
which Mafter Bayes, according to his accuracy, if he had 
thought on’t, would never have omitted. Yet fome critical 
people, who will exa& truth in falfhood, and tax up an old 
wife’s fable to the punctuality of hiftory, were blaming him 
the other day for placing this bramble on the fouth fide of 
the Lake Lemane. I faid, it was well and wifely done that 
he chofe a fouth fun for the better and more fudden growth . 
of fuch a fruit tree. Ay, faid they, but he means Calvin 
by the bramble; and the ‘* rank foyl on the fouth fide the 
Lake Lemane” is the city of. Geneva, fituate (as he would 
have it) on the fouth fide of that Lake. Now it is ftrange 
‘that he, having travelled fo well, fhould not have obferved 
that the Lake lies eaft and weft, and that Geneva i is built 
at the weft end of it. Pith, faid I, that’s no fuch great 
matter, and, as Mafter Bayes hath it upon another occafion, 
“¢ Whether it be fo or no, the fortunes of Cafar and the 
“¢ Roman empire are not concerned init.” One of the 
company would not let that pafs, but told us if we looked 
in Cefar’s Commentaries, we fhould fand their fortunes were 
con- 
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concerned, for it was the Helvetian paffage, and many 
miftakes. might have rifen in the marching of the army. 
Why then, replied I again, whether it be eaft, weft, north, 
or fouth, there is neither vice nor idolatry in it, and the 
ecclefiaftical politician may command you to believe it, and 
you are bound to acquiefce in his judgment, whatfoever 
may be your private opinion. Another, to continue the 
mirth, anfwered, that yet there might be fome religious 
confideration in building a town eaft and weft, or north and 
fouth, and it was not a thing fo indifferent as men thought 
it: but becaufe in the Church of England, where the table 
is fet altar wife, the minifter is neverthelefs obliged to ftand 
at the north fide (though it be the north end of the table) it 
was fit to place the Geneva prefbyter in diametrica] oppofition 
tohim upon the ‘ South fide of the Lake.” But this we all 
took for a cold conceit, and not enough matured: I, that was 
ftill upon the doubtful and excufing part, faid, that to give 
the right fituation of a town, it was neceflary firft to know in 
what pofition the gentleman’s head then was when he made 
his obfervation, and that might caufe a great diverfity, as 
much as this came ta; yes, replyed my next neighbour ; 
or, perhaps fome roguing boy that managed the puppets, 
turned the city wrong, and fo difoccidented our geographer. © 
It was grown almoft as good as a play among us: and at laft 
they all concluded that Geneva had fold Mr. Bayes a bar- 
gain, as the: Moon ferved the Earth in the Rehearfal, and in 

2 good 
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good footh had ‘“ turn’d her breech on him.” But this, I 
doubt not, Mr. Bayes will bring himfelf off with honour: 
but that which fticks with me is, that our author having ~ 
undertaken to make Calvin and Geneva ridicule, hath not 
purfued it to fo high aa point as the fubject would have 
afforded. Firft, he might have taken the name of the beaft 
Calvinus, and of that have given the anagram, Lucianus ; 
next, I would have turned him infide outward, and have 
made him Ufinulca. ‘That was a good hobgoblin name to 
have frighted children with. Then he fhould have been a 
‘ bramble” ftill, ay, an ‘* indefatigable bramble” too: but 
after that he fhould have continued (for in fuch a book a 
paflage in a play is clear gain, and a great lofs if omitted) 
and upon that bramble ‘ reafons grew as plentiful as black- 
‘‘ berries,” but both unwholefome, and they ftained all 
the ‘ white aprons fo” that there was no getting of it out. 
And then, to make a fuller defcription of the place, he 
fhould have added, that near to the city of roaring lions 
there was a lake, and that lake was all of brimftone, but 
ftored with over-grown trouts, which trouts fpawned Prefby- 
terians, and thofe fpawned the Millecantons of all other 
fanaticks; that this fhoal of Prefbyterians landed at Geneva, 
and devoured all the bifhops of Geneva’s capons, which are 
of the greateft fize of any in the reformed world. And ever 
fince their mouths have been fo in relith that the Prefbyte- 
rians are in all parts the very canibals of capons: infomuch, 

that 
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that if princes do not take care, the race of capons is in 
danger to be totally extinguifhed. But that the river 
Rhofne was fo fober and intelligent, that its waters would 
not mix with this Lake perillous, but ran fheere thorow, 
without ever touching it: Nay, fuch is its apprehenfion left 
the Lake fhould overtake it, that the River dives itfelf under 
ground, till the Lake hath loft the fcent: and yet when it 
rifes again, imagining that the Lake is ftill at its heels, it 
runs on fo impetuoufly that it chufeth rather to pafs through 
the roaring lions, and never thinks itfelf fafe till it hath 
taken fantuary at the Pope’s town of Avignon. He might 
‘too have proved that Calvin made himfelf ‘‘ Pope and 
‘¢ Emperour,” becaufe the city of Geneva ftamps upon its 
coin the two headed imperial eagle. And, to have given 
us the utmoft terror, he might have confidered the alliance 
and vicinity of Geneva to the Canton of Bern, the arms of 
which city is the Bear, (and an argument in heraldry, even 
Bifhop Bramhall himfelf being judge, might have alfo held 
in divinity) and therefore they keep under the town houfe © 
conftantly a whole den of bears: fo that there was never a 
more dangerous fituation, nor any thing fo carefully to be 
avoided by all travellers in their wits, as Geneva: the Lions 
on one fide, and the Bears on the other. This ftory would 
have been nuts to Mother Midnight, and was fit to have 
been imbellifhed with Mr. Bayes his allegorical eloquence. 
And all that he faith either by fits and girds of Calvin, or 
Vou. II. G ; in 
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in his jufteft narratives, hath lefs foundation in nature; and 
is indeed twice incredible, farft in the matter related, and 
then becaufe Mr. Bayes it comes from; or, to exprefs it 
fhorter, becaufe of the tale and the tales-man. He is not yet 
come to that authority, but that his dogmatical ip/e dixits 
may rather be a reafon why we fhould not believe him. If 
Mafter Bayes will fpeak of controverfy, let him enter into a 
regular difputation concerning thefe Calvinian tenets, and 
not write an hiftory; or, if he will give us the hiftory of 
Calvin, let him at the fame time produce his authors.. And 
whether hiftory or controverfy, let him be pleafed fo long 
to abate of the exuberancy of his fancy and wit, to difpenfe 
with his ornaments and fuperfluencies of invention and 
fatyre, and then a man may confider whether he may be- 
lieve his ftory, and fubmit to his. argument. But in the 
mean time (for all he pleads in page 97 of his Defence) it 
looks all fo like fubterfuge and inveigling ; it is fo naufeating 
and tedious a tafk, that no man thinks he owes the author 
fo much fervice as to find out the reafon of his own cate- . 
goricalnefs for him. One may beat the bufh a whole day; 
but after fo much labour fhall, for all game, only fpring a 
butterfly, or ftart an hedge-hog; infomuch that I am ever 
and anon difputing with myfelf whether Mr. Bayes be in- 
deed fo ill natured a perfon as fome would have him, and 
do not rather innocently write thefe things (as he profeffes 
page 4 of his Preface) fo exceeding all belief that he may 

2 . make 
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make himfelf and the company merry. I fometimes could 
think that he intends no harm either to publick or private, 
but only rails contentedly to himfelf and his mufes; that he 
feeks only his own diverfion, and chargeth his gun with 
wind but to fhoot at the air; or that, like boyes, fo he 
may make a great paper kite of his own Letter of 850 pages, 
and his Preface of an hundred, he hath no further defign 
upon the poultry of the village. But he takes care that I 
fhall never be long deceived with that pleafing imagination : 
and though his hyperboles and impoflibilities can have only 
a ridiculous effe&t, he will be fure to manifeft that he had 
a felonious intention. He would take it ill if we fhould 
not value him as an enemy of mankind: and like a raging 
Indian (for in Europe it was never before practifed) he runs 
a mucke (as they call it there) ftabbing every man he meets, © 
till himfelf be knockt on the head. This here is the leaft 
pernicious of all his mifchiefs: though it be no lefs in this 
and all his other books, than to make the German Pro- 
teftancy a reproachful proverb, and to turn Geneva and 
Calvin into a common place of railing. I had alwayes, | 
heard that Calvin was a good f{cholar, and an honeft divine. 
I have indeed read that he {poke fomething contemptuoufly 
of our liturgy: Sunt in illo libro quedam tolerabiles ineptia. 
But that was a fin which we may charitably fuppofe he re- 
pented of on his death bed. And if Mr. Bayes had fome | | 
juft quarrel to him on that or other account, yet for divi- 
a G2 nities 
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nities fake he needed not thus have made a conftant pifling- 
_ place of his grave. And as for Geneva I never perceived 
before but that it was a very laudable city, that there grew 
an excellent grape on the fouth fide of the Lake Lemane, 
that a man might make good chear there, and there was a 
pallmall, and one might fhoot with the arbalet, or play at 
courtboule on Sundays. What was here to inrage our author 
fo that he muft raze the fort of St. Katherine, and attempt 
with the fame fuccefs a fecond efcalade? but the difficulty of 
the enterprize doubtlefs provoked his courage, and the honour 
he might win made the juftice of his quarrel. He knew that 
not only the common-wealth of Switzerland, but the King 
of France, the King of Spain, and the Duke of Savoy would 
enter the lifts for the common prefervation of the place ; 
and therefore though it be otherwife but a petty town, he 
difdained not, where the race was to be run by monarchs, to 
exercife his footmanfhip.. But is it not a great pity to fee a 
man in the flower of his age, and the vigour of his ftudies, 
to fall into fuch a diftra@ion, that his head runs upon no- 
thing but Roman Empire and Ecclefiaftical Policy ? This 
- happens by his growing too early acquainted with Don 
Quixote, and reading the Bible too late, fo that the firft 
- impreffions being moft ftrong, and mixing with the laft as 
more novel, have made fuch a medly in his brain-pan that - 
_ heis become a mad prieft, which of all the forts is the moft 
incurable. Hence it is that you fhall hear him anon in- 

ftructing 
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ftructing princes, like Sancho, how to govern his ifland : 
as he is bufied at prefent in vanquifhing the Calvinifts of 
Germany and Geneva. Had he no friends to have given 
him good counfel before his underftanding were quite un- 
fettled? or if there was none near, why did not men call 
in the neighbours and fend for the parfon of the parifh to 
perfwade with him in time, but let it run on thus till he is 
fit for nothing but Bedlam or Hogfdon? However though it 
be a particular damage, it may tend to a general advantage, 
and young ftudents will I hope by his example learn to be- 
ware henceforward of overweening prefumption and pre- | 
pofterous ambition. ‘For this gentleman, as I have heard, 
after he had read Don Quixote ‘and the Bible, befides fuch 
{chool books as were neceffary for his age, was fent early to 
the Univerfity; and there ftudied hard, and in a fhort time 
became a competent rhetorician, and no ill difputant. He 
had learnt how to erect a thefis, and to defend it pro or con 
with a ferviceable diftin@ion; while the truth (as his came- 
rade Mr. Bayes hath it on another occafion) 


‘¢ Before a full pot of ale you can {wallow, 
‘¢ Was here with a whoop and gone with a hallow.” 


And fo thinking himfelf now ripe and qualified for the 
greateft undertakings, and higheft fortune, he therefore ex- 
changed the natrownefs of the uniyerfity for the town; but 
coming out of the confinement :of the {quare-cap and the 

qua- 
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quadrangle into the open air, the world began to turn round 
with him: which he imagined, though it were his own gid- 
dinefs, to be nothing lefs than the Quadrature of the Circle. 
This accident concurring fo happily to increafe the good 
opinion which he naturally had of himfelf, he thenceforward 
applied to gaina like reputation with others. He followed 
the town life, haunted the beft companies, and to polifh 
himfelf from any pedantick roughnefs, he read and faw the 
playes, with much care and more proficiency than moft of 
the auditory; but all this while he forgot not the main 
chance, but hearing of a vacancy with a nobleman, he 
clapped in, and eafily obtained to be his chaplain. From 
that day you may take the date of his preferments and his 
ruine. For having foon wrought himfelf dexterioufly into 
his patron’s favour, by fhort graces and fermons, and a 
mimical way of drolling upon the Puritans, which he knew 
would take both at chappel and table; he gained a great 
authority likewife among all the domefticks: they all 
Jliftened to him as an oracle; and they allowed him by com- 
‘mon confent, to have not only all the divinity, but more 
wit too than all the reft of the family put together. This 
| thing alone elevated him exceedingly in his own conceit, and 


_iraifed his hypochondria into the region of the brain, that 


his head {welled like any bladder with wind and vapour. 
But after he was ftretched to fuch a height in his own 


fancy, that he could not look down from top to toe but 
| his 
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his eyes dazzled at the precipice of his ftature; there fell out, 
or in, another natural chance which pufhed him headlong ; 
for being of an amorous complexion, and finding himfelf 
(as I told you) the eock-divine and the cock-wit of the 
family, he took the privilege to walk among the hens: 
and thought it was not impolitick to eftablifh his new 
acquired reputation upon the gentlewomen’s fide. And 
they that perceived he was a rifing man, and of pleafant 
converfation, dividing his day among them into canonical 
hours, of reading now the Common Prayer, and now the 
romances, were very much taken with him. The fym- 
pathy of falk began to ftir and attra& the tippet to the pet- 
ticoat and the petticoat toward the tippet. The innocent 
ladies found a ftrange unquietnefs in their minds, and could 
not diftinguifh whether it were love or devotiom. Neither 
was he wanting on his part to carry on the work ; but: 
fhifted himfelf every day with a clean furplice, and, as oft 
as he had occafion to bow, he direéted his reverence to- 
wards the gentlewomen’s pew; till having before had 
enough of the libertine, and undertaken his calling only 
for preferment, he was tranfported now with the fandtity 
of his office, even to extafy: and like the Bifhop over 
Maudlin College altar, or like Maudlin de la Croix, he was 
feen in his prayers to be lifted up fometimes in the air, and 
once particularly fo high that he cracked his fcull againft 
the chappel ceiling. Ido not hear for all this that he had. 


ever 
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ever practifed upon the honour of the ladies, but that he 
preferved always the civility of a platonick knight-errant. 
For all this courtfhip had no other operation than to make 
him ftill more in love with himfelf; and if he frequented 
their company, it was only to fpeculate his own baby in 
their eyes. But being thus, without competitor or rival, - 
the darling of both fexes in the family and his own minion 3 
he grew beyond all meafure elated, and that crack of his 
{cull, as in broken looking glaffes, — him in felf- 


conceit and imagination. 
‘eee 


Having fixed his center in this nobleman’s houfe, he 
thought he could now move and govern the whole earth 
with the fame facility. Nothing now would ferve him but 
he muft be a madman in print, and write a book of Eccle- 
| fiaftical Policy. There he diftributes all the territories of — 
Confcience into the Prince’s province, and makes the Hie- 
rarchy to be but Bifhops of the air: and talks at fuch an 
extravagant rate in things of higher concernment, that the 
reader will avow that in the whole difcourfe he had not one 
lucid interval. This book he was fo bent upon, that he fate 
up late at nights, and wanting fleep, and drinking fometimes 
wine: to animate his fancy, it increafed his diftemper. Be- 
fide that too he had the misfortune to have two friends, 
who being both alfo out of their wits, and of the fame 
though fomething a calmer phrenfy, fpurred him on per- 

I | - petually 
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petually with commendation. But when his book was once 
come out, and he faw himfelf an author; that fome of the 
gallants of the town layd by the new tune, and the ‘“ tay, 
‘‘ tay, tarry,” to quote feme of his impertinencies; that 
his title page was pofted and pafted up at every avenue next 
under the play for that afternoon at the king’s or the duke’s 
houfe: the vain-glory of this totally confounded him. He 
loft all the little remains of his underftanding, and his 
cerebellum was {o dryed up that there was more brains in a 
walnut, and both their fhells were alike thin and brittle. 
The King of France that loft his wits, had not near fo many 
unlucky circumftances to occafion it: and in the laft of all 
there is fome fimilitude. For, as a negligent page that rode 
behind and carried the King’s lance, letit fall on his head, the 
King being in armour, and the day hot, which fo difordered 
him that he never recovered it: fo this gentleman, in the 
dog days, ftragling by Temple-bar, in a mafly caflock and 
furcingle, and taking the opportunity at once to pifs and 
admire the title-page of his book; a tall fervant of his, 
one J. O. that was not fo carefull as he fhould be, or whe- 
ther he did it of purpofe, lets another book of four hundred 
leaves fall upon his head; which meeting with the former 
fracture in his cranium, and all the concurrent accidents 
already mentioned, has utterly undone him. And {o in con- 
clufion his madnefs hath formed itfelf into a perfect lycan- 
thropy. He doth fo feverely believe himfelf to be a wolf, that | ~ 

Von. II. H his 
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‘ \his fpeech is all turned into howling, yelling, and barking ; 
and if there were any fheep here, you.fhould fee him pull 
out their throats and fuck the blood. Alas, that a {weet 
gentleman, and fo hopeful, fhould mifcarry! For want 
of cattle here, you find him raving now againft all the 
Calvinifts of England, and worrying the whole flock of 
them.. For how can they hope to efcape his chops and his 
paws better than thofe of Germany and Geneva; of which 
he is fo hungry, that he hath fcratched up even their dead 
bodies out of their graves to prey upon? And yet this is 
nothing if you faw him in the height of his fits: but he 
hath fo beaten and fpent himfelf before, that he is out of 
breath at prefent; and though you may difcover the fame 
fury, yet it wants of the fame vigour. But however you fee 
enough of him, my mafters, to make. you beware, I hope, 
of valuing too high, and trufting too iaa to your own abi- 
ities. 


It were a wild thing for me to {quire it after this knight, 
and accompany him here through all his extravagancies 
again{ft our Calvinifts. You find nothing but orthodoxy, 
fyftems, and fyntagms, polemical theology, fubtilties and 
diftinctions: Demofthenes; tankard-bearers; pragmatical ; 
controverfial: general terms without foundation or reafon 
affigned. That they feem like words of cabal, and have no 
fignificance till they be deciphered; or, you would think 
| he 
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he were playing at fubftantives and adjectives. And all that 
rationally can be gathered from what he faith, is, that the 
man is mad. But if you would fupply his meaning with 
your imagination, as if he {poke fenfe and to fome deter- 
minate purpofe; it is very ftrange that, conceiving himfelf 
to be the champion of the church of England, he fhould 
bid fuch a general defiance to the Calvinifts.. For, he 
knows, or perhaps I may better fay he did know before this 
phrenfy had fubverted both his underftanding and memory, 
that moft of our ancient, and many of the later bifhops 
nearer our times, did both hold and maintain thofe doétrines 
which he traduces under that by-word. And the contrary 
opinions were even in Bifhop Prideaux’s time accounted fo 
novel, that, being then publick profeffor of divinity, he 
thought fit to tax Dr. Heylin at the Commencement for his 
new fangled divinity : cujus, faith he, in the very words of 
promotion, ¢e doctorem creo. He knew likewife that of 
our prefent bifhops, though one had leifure formerly to 
write a Rationale of the Ceremonies and Liturgie, and 
another a Treatife of the Holinefs of Lent; yet that moft 
of them, and ’tis to be fuppofed all, have ftudied other 
controverfies, and at another rate than Mr. Bayes his lead 
can fathom; and as I know none of them that hath pub- 
lifhed any treatife againft the Calvinian tenets, fo I have 
the honour to be acquainted with fome of them who are: 
intirely of that judgment, and differ nothing but, as of | 

| H 2 | good 
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good reafon, in the point of epifcopacy; and as for that, 
Bifhop Bramhall, page 61, hath proved that Calvin himfelf 
was of the epifcopal perfwafion. So that I fee no reafon 
why Mr. Bayes fhould here and every where be fuch an 
enemy to controverfial fkill, or the Calvinifts. But I per- 
ceive “tis for Bifhop Bramhail’s fake here that all the tribe 
muft fuffer. This Bayes is nota good dog: for he runs at 
a whole flock of fheep, when Mr. B. was the deer whom 
he had in view from the beginning. However having foiled 
himfelf fo long with every thing he meets, after him 
now he goes, and will never leave till he hath run him 
down. Poor Mr. B. I find that when he was a boy, he 
plucked Bifhop Bramhall’s floes, and eat his bullice; and 
now, when he is‘as fuperannuated as the Bifhop’s book, he 
muft be whipped for it, there is no remedy. And yet I 
have heard, and Mr. Bayes himfelf feems to intimate as 
much, that however he might in his younger years have 
miftaken, yet that even as early as Bifhop Bramhall’s dif- 
courfe, he began to retract: and that as for all his fins againft 
the Church of England, he hath in fome late treatifes cryed 
peccavi with a witnefs. But, Mr. Bayes, doth not this now 
look like forcery and extortion, which of all crimes you 
purge yourfelf from fo often without an aecufer? For firft, 
whereas the old Bifhop was at reft, and had under his laft 
pillow laid by all cares and contefts of this lower world ; 
you by your necromancy have difturbed him, and raifed his 
Vo 3 ghoft 
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ghoft to perfecute and haunt Mr. B. whom doubtlefs at his 
death he had pardoned. But if you called him up to afk 
fome queftions too concerning your ecclefiaftical policy, as 
Iam apt to fuppofe, I doubt you had no better anfwer than 
in the fong : , | 

‘© Art thou forlorn of God, and com’ft to me? 

«¢ What can I tell thee then but miferie? 


And then as for extortion; who but fuch an Hebrew Jew 
as you, would, after an honeft man had made fo full and 
voluntary reftitution, not yet have been fatisfied without fo 
‘many pounds of his flefh over into the bargain? Though 
J. O. be in a defperate condition, yet methinks Mr. B. not 
being paft grace, fhould not neither have been paft mercy. 
Are there no terms of pardon, Mr. Bayes? is there no time 
for expiation ; but, after fo ample a confeflion as he hath 
made, muft he now be hanged too to make good the pro- 
verb? It puts me in mind of a ftory in the time of the 
Guelphs and Ghibilines, whom] perceive Mr. Bayes hath heard 
of: there were two factions in Italy, of which the Guelphs 
were for the Pope, and the Ghibilines for the emperour; 
and thefe were for many years carried on and fomented with | 
much animofity, to the great difturbance of Chriftendome. 
Which of thefe two were the nonconformifts in thofe days 
I can no more determine than which of our parties here at 
home is now {fchifmatical. But fo nonconformable they 

: were 
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were to one another, - that the hiftorian faid they took care 
to differ in the leaft circumftances of any humane ation: 
and as thofe that have the mafons word, fecretly difcern 
one another ; fo in the peeling or cutting but of an onion, 
a Guelph and vice ver/a would at firft fight have diftinguifhed 
a Ghibiline. Now one of this latter fort coming at Rome 
to confeffion upon Afh-Wednefday, the Pope or the peni- 
tentiary {prinkling afhes on the man’s head with the ufual 
ceremony, inftead of pronouncing memento homo quod cinis 
es & in cinerem revertéris; changed: it to memento homo quod 
Ghibilinus es, Fc. And even thus it fares with Mr. B. who 
though he fhould creep on his knees up the whole ftairs of 
{cholaftick penitence; I am confident neither he, nor any of 
his party, fhall by Mr. Bayes his good will ever be abfolved. 
And therefore truly if I were in Mr. B’s cafe, if.I could not 
have my confeflion back again, yet it fhould be a warning 
unto me not without better grounds to be fo coming and fo 
good natured for the future. But whatever he do, I hope 
others will confider what ufage they are like to find at Mr. 
Bayes’s hand, and not fuffer themfelves by the touch of his 
penitential rod to be transformed into beafts, even into rats, 

as here he hath done with Mr. B. I have indeed wondered 
often at this Bayes his infolence, who fummons in all the 
world, and preacheth up only this repentance: and fo fre- 
quently in his books he calls for teftimonies, fignal marks, 
publick acknowledgment, fatisfa€tion, recantation, and I 


know 
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know not what. He that hath made the paflage to heaven 
fo eafie that one may fly thither without grace (as Gonzales 
to.the moon only by help of his Ganfas) he that hath dif- 
intricated its narrow paths from thofe labyrinths which J. O. 
and Mr. B. have planted; this overfeer of God’s highways 
(if I may with reverence {peak it) who hath paved a broad 
caufeway with moral virtue thorow his kingdom; he me- 
thinks fhould not have made the procefs of | loyalty more 
difficult than that of falvation. What fignal marks, what. 
teftimonies would he have of this converfion? Every man 
cannot, as he hath done, write an Ecclefiaftical Policy ; a 
Defence; a Preface; and fome, if they could, would not. 
do it after his manner; left inftead of obliging thereby the 
King and the Church, it fhould be a teftimony to the con- 
trary. Neither, unlefs men have better principles of alle- 
giance at home, are they likely to be reduced by Mr. Bayes 
his way of perfwafion. He is the firft minifter of the gofpel 
that ever had it in his commiffion to rail at all nations. 
And, though it hath been long praétifed, I never obferved 
any great fuccefs by reviling men into conformity. I have 
heard that charms may even invite the moon out of heaven, 
but I never could fee her moved by the rhetorick of bark- 
ang. I think it ought to be highly penal for any man to 
impofe other conditions upon his Majefties good fubjects 
than the King expeéts or the law requires. When you have 
done all, you muft yet appear before Mr. Bayes his tribunal, 
and 
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and he hath a new teft yet to put youto. I muft confefs 
at this rate the nonconformifts deferve fome compaflion : 
that after they have done or fuffered legally, and to the 
utmoft, they muft ftill be fubjeéted to the wand of a verger, 
or to the wanton lafh of every pedant; that they muft run 
the ganteloop, or down with their breeches as oft as he 
wants the profpeé&t of a more pleafing nudity. But I 
think they may chufe whether they will fubmit or no to his 
jurifdiGion. Let them but (as I hope they do) fear God, 
honour the King, preferve their confciences, follow their 
trades, and look to their chimnies ; and they need not fear 
Mr. Bayes and all his malice. But after he hath fufficiently 
infulted over Mr. B’s ignorance and vanity, with other com- 
pliments of the like nature, in recompence of that candour 
and civility which he acknowledges him to have now learnt: 
towards the Church of England; Mr. Bayes (forgeting what 
had paft long fince betwixt him and the bookfeller) faith in 
excufe of his feverity, that ‘* this treatife was not publifhed 
“‘ to impair Mr. B’s efteem in the leaft, but for a correction 
‘¢ of his fcribling humour, and to warn their rat-divines 
‘that are perpetually nibling and gnawing other men’s 
“writings.” Now I muft confefs, Mr. Bayes, this is a very : 
handfome welcome to Mr. B. that was come fo far to fee you, 
and doubtlefs upon this encouragement he will vifit you 
often. This is an admirable dexterity our author hath (I with 
I could learn it) ‘* to corre@ a man’s f{cribling humour with-- 


out 
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‘© out impairing in the leaft his reputation.” He is as 


courteous as lightning, and can meljt the {word without ever 
hurting the fcabbard, But as for their rat-divines, I won- 
der they are nat all poyfoned with nibling at his writings, 
he hath ftrewed fo much arfenick in every leaf. But how- 
ever, methinks he fhould nat have grudged them fo flender 
a fuftenanee. For though there was a fow in Arcadia fo fat 


and infenfible that the fuffered a rat’s neft in her buttock, | 


and they had both diet and lodging in the fame gammon ; 
yet it is not every rat’s good fortune to be fo well provided. 
And for pufh-pin-divinity, I confefs it is a new term of art. 
I fhall henceforward take notice of it, but I am afraid in 
general it doth aot tend much to the reputation of the 
faculty. 


And now, though he told us at the beginning, that the 
bookfeller was the main reafon of publifhing this book of 
the Bifhop and his own Preface, he tells us that the main 
reafon of its publication was to give fome check to their 
prefent difingenuity, that is to fay to that of J. O. and 
J. O. be it at prefent. He is come fo much nearer how- 
ever to the truth, though we fhall find ere we have done 
that there is {til a mainer reafon. 


When I firft took notice of this mifunderftanding betwixt 
Mr. Bayes and J. -O. Iconfidered whether it were not exe- 
cution day with the Latine Alphabet: whether all the 

Vou. II. I letters 
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letters were not to fuffer in the fame manner, except Cy 
only, which (having been the mark of condemnation) 
might have a pardon to ferve for the executioner. I began 
to repent of my undertaking, being afraid that the quarrel 
was with the whole chrift-cros-row, and that we muft fight 
it out through all the fquadrons of the vowels, the mutes, 
the femi-vowels, and the liquids. I forefaw a fore and end- 
lefs labour, and a battle the longeft that ever was read of ; 
being probable to continue as long as one letter was left 
alive, or there were any ufe of reading. ‘Therefore, to 
{pare mine own pains, and prevent ink-fhed, I was advifing 
the letters to go before Mr. Bales, or any other his Majefties 
juftices of the peace, to {wear that they were in danger of 
their lives, and defire that Mr. Bayes might be bound to the 
good behaviour. But after this I had another phanfie, and 
that not altogether unreafonable; that Mr. Bayes had, only 
for health and exercife-fake, drawn J. O. by chance out of 
the number of the reft, to try how he could rail at a letter, 
and that he might be well in breath upon any occafion of 
greater confequence. For, how perfect foever a man may 
have been in any fcience, yet without continual practice he 
will find a fenfible decay of his faculty. Hence alfo, and 
upon the fame natural ground, it is the wifdom of cats to 
wet their claws againft the chairs and hangings, in meditation 
of the next rat they are to encounter. And I am confident 
that Mr. Bayes by this way hath brought himfelf into fo 

good 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 59 


good railing cafe, that pick what letter you will out of the 
alphabet, he is able to write an epiftle upon it of 723 pages 
(I have now told them right) to the author of the Friendly 
Debates. 


Now though this had very much of probability, I had yet 
a further conjecture ; that this J. O. was a talifman, figned 
under fome peculiar influence of the heavenly bodies, and 
that the fate of Mr. Bayes was bound up within it. Whether 
it be foor noI know not: but this I am affured of, without 
the help either of fyderal magic or judicial aftrologie, that 
when J and O are in conjunction, they do more certainly 
than any of the planets forbode that a great ecclefiaftical 
politician fhall that year run mad. I confefs after all this, 
when I was come to the dregs of my phanfie (for we all have 
our infirmities, and Mr. Bayes his Defence was but the blew-. 
John of his Ecclefiaftical Policy, and this Preface the tap- 
droppings of his Defence) I reflected whether Mr. Bayes 
having no particular caufe‘of indignation againft the letters 
there might not have been a miftake of the printer, and that 
they were to be read in one word Io, that ufe to go before 
Pean: that is in Englifh a triumph before the victory. Or 
whether it alluded to Io that’we read of at {chool, the 
daughter of Inachus; and that as Juno perfecuted the 
heifer, fo this was an he-cow, that is to fay a bull to be 
baited by Mr. Bayes the thunderer. But thefe being con- 
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ceits too trivial, though a ragouft fit enough for Mr. Bayes 
his palate, I was forced moreover to quit them, remarking 
that it was an J canfonant. And I plainly at laft perceived 
that this J. O. was a very man as any of us are, and hada 
head, and a mouth with tongue and teeth in it, and hands 
with fingers and nails upon them: nay, that he could read 
and write, and fpeak as well as I, or Mafter Bayes, either of 
us. When I once found this, the bufinefs appeared more 
ferious, and I was willing to fee what was the matter that fo 
much exafperated Mr. Bayes, who is a perfon, as he faith 
himfelf, ‘* of fuch a tame and foftly humour, and fo cold 
«<a complexion, that he thinks himfelf {carce capable of 
*‘ hot and paflionate impreffions.” I concluded that ne- 
ceflarily there muft be fome extraordinary accident and 
occafion that could alter fo good a nature. For I faw that 
he purfued J. O. if not from poft to pillar, yet from pillar 
to poft, and I difcerned all along the footfteps of a moft 
inveterate and implacable malice. As oft as he does but 
name thofe two firft letters, he is, like the ifland of Fayal, 
on fire in threefcore and ten places. 


You fee, Mr. Bayes, that I too have improved my wit 
with reading the gazettes. Were you of that fellow’s diet 
‘here about town, that epicurizes upon burning coals, drinks 
‘healths in {calding brimftone, {craunches the glaffes for his 
defert, and draws his breath through glowing tobacco pipes : 

2 nay 
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hay to fay a thing yet greater, had you never tafted other 
fuftenance than the focus of burning glaffes, you could not 
thew more flame than you do alwayes upon that fubject. 
And’ yet one would think that even from the little {ports, 
with your comfortable importance after fupper, you fhould 
have learnt when J. O. came into play, to love your love 
with an J, becaufe he is judicious, though you hate your 
love with an J, becaufe he is jealous: and then to love your 
Jove with an O, becaufe he is oraculous, though you hate 
your love with an ©, becaufe he is obfcure. Is it not 
firange, that in thofe moft benign minutes of a man’s life, 
‘when the ftars fmile, the birds fing, the winds whifper, the 
fountains warble, the trees bloffom, and univerfal nature 
feems to invite itfelf to the-bridal; when the lion pulls in. 
his claws and the afpick layes by its poyfon, and all the moft. 
noxious creatures grow amoroufly innocent: that even then, - 
Mr. Bayes alone fhould not be able to refrain his malignity !. 
Ass you love yourfelf, madam, let him not come near you ;: 
he hath been fed all his life with vipers infteed of lampres,. 
vand fcorpions for cray fifh: and if at any time he eat 
chickens they had been cramb’d with {piders, till he hath. 
fo invenomed his whole fubftance that ’tis much fafer to 
- bed with a mountebank before he hath taken his antidote. - 
But it cannot be any vulgar furnace that hath chafed fo 
cool a falamander. *Tis not the ftrewing of cowitch in his 
genial bed that could thus difquiet him the firft night; and 


there- 
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therefore let’s take the candle and fee whether there be not 
fomebody underneath that hath cut the bed cords. There 
was a worthy divine, not many years dead, who in his 
younger time, being of a facetious and unlucky humour, was 
commonly known by the name of Tom Triplet: he was 
brought up at Paul’s fchool, under a fevere mafter, Dr. 
Gill, and from thence he went to the univerfity ; there he 
took liberty (as tis ufual with thofe that are emancipated 
from {chool) to tell tales, and make the difcipline ridiculous 
under which he was bred. But, not fufpecting the dodor’s 
intelligence, coming once to town, he went in full {chool 
to give hima vifite, and expected no lefs than to get a play- 
day for his former acquaintance; but, inftead of that, he 
found himfelf horfed up in a trice, though he appealed in 
vain to the privileges of the univerfity, pleaded adultus, and 
invoked the mercy of the fpectators ; nor was he let down 
till the mafter had planted a grove of birch in his back fide, 
for the terrour and publick example of all wags that divulge 
the fecrets of Prifcian, and make merry with their teachers. 
This ftuck fo with Triplet, that all his life-time he never 
forgave the doctor, but fent him every New-year’s-tide an 
anniverfary ballad to a new tune, and fo in his turn avenged 


himfelf of his jerking pedagogue. 


Now when obferved that of late years Mr. Bayes had regu- 
Jar! y {fpawned his books; in 1670, the Ecclefiaftical Policy ; 
in 
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in 1671, the Defence of the Ecclefiaftical Policy; and 
now in 1672, this Preface to Bifhop Bramhall, and that 
they were writ in a ftile fo vindi@ive and poynant, that they 
wanted nothing but rime to be right Tom Triplet, and that 
their edge bore always upon J. O. either in broad meanings 
or in plain terms; I begun to fufpe& that where there was 
fo great refemblance in the effects, there might be fome 
parallel in their caufes. For though the peeks of players 
among themfelves, or of poet againft poet, or of a conformitft 
divine again{t a nonconformift, are dangerous, and of late 
times have caufed great difturbance ; yet I never remarked 
fo irreconcileable a {pirit as that of boyes againft their fchool- 
matters or tutors. The quarrels of their education have an 
influence upon their memories and underftandings for ever 
after, They cannot fpeak of their teachers with any 
patience or civility, and their difcourfe is never fo flippant, - 
nor their wits fo fluent as when you put them upon that 
theme. Nay, I have heard old men, otherwife, f{ober, 
peaceable, and good natured, who never could forgive 
Ofbolftone, as the younger are ftill inveighing againft Dr. 
Bufby. It were well.that both old and young would reform 
this vice, and confider how eafy a thing it is upon particular 
grudges, and as they conceived out of a juft cenfure, to flip 
either into juvenile petulancy or inveterate uncharitablenefs. 
And had there not been fomething of this in his own cafe, 
Iam confident Mr. Bayes in his Ecclefiaftical Policy, in 

order 
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order to the publick peace and fecurity of the government, 
could not have failed to admonifh princes to beware of this 
growing evil, and to brandifh the publick rods if not the 
axes again{t the boyes, to teach them better manners. And 
he would have affured them that they might have done it 
. with all fafety, notwithftanding that there were in propor- 
tion an hundred boyes againft one preceptor. But therefore 
is it not poflible that J. O. and Mr. Bayes have known one | 
another formerly in the univerfity; and that (as in feniority 
there is a kind of magiftracy) Bayes being yet young J. QO. 
conceived himfelf in thofe dayes to be his fuperiour, and 
exercifed an academical jurifdi@ion or dominion over him? 
Now. whether J. O. might not be too fevere upon him 
there (for all men are prone to be cogent and fupercilious 
when they are in office) or whether Mr. Bayes might not 
make fome little efcapes and excurfions there (as young men 
are apt to do when they are got together) that I know not, 
and rather believe the contrary. But that is certain that 
the young wits in the univerfities have always an animofity 
again{t the dodtors, and take a peculiar felicity in having a 
lucky hit at any of them. I rather fuppofe that after Mr. 
Bayes had changed the place, and his condition, to be the 
nobleman’s chaplain, that he might commit fome exorbi- 
tance in J. O's opinion, or preach or write fomething to 
J. O's reproach, and publifhed the fecrets of the holy bro- 

| | a ther- 
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did therefore (figuratively {peaking) 


6 Inftead of maid Jilian, 
‘© Take up his Mallepillian, 
‘¢ And whipt him like a baggage—”’ 


as Tom Triplet expreffes it. This might well ‘raife Mr. 
Bayes his choler, who, confidering himfelf to be now in 
holy orders, and conceiving that he had been as fafe as ina 


fan@tuary under his patron’s protection, muft needs take-it 


ill to be handled fo irreverently. If it were thus in fad, 
and that J. O. might prefume too much upon-his former 


authority to give him correction; yet it is the more excufa- 


ble, if Mr. Bayes had on his part been guilty of fo much 
difingenuity. For though a man may be allowed once in 
his life to change his party, and the whole fcene of his affairs, 
either for his fafety or preferment ; nay, though every man 
be obliged to change an hundred times backward and for- 
ward, if his judgment be fo weak and variable; yet there 
are fome drudgeries that no man of honour would put him- 


felf upon, and but few fubmit to if they were impofed: - 
as fuppofe one had thought fit to pafs over from one per-— 


{wafion of the Chriftian religion unto another; he would 
not chufe to fpit thrice at every article that he relinquifhed, 
to curfe folemnly his father and mother for having educated 
him in thofe opinions, to animate his new acquaintances to 

Vou. II. K the 
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the maffacring of his former camarades. Thefe are bufi- 
neffes that can only be expected from a renegade of Algier 
or Tunis; to overdoe in expiation, and gain better cre- 
dence of being a fincere Muffulman. And truly, though 
I can {carcely believe that Mr. Bayes hath fo mean and de- 
{perate intentions, which yet his words feem too often to 
manifeft, the offices however which he undertakes are almoft 
as difhonourable; for he hath fo ftudied and improved their 
jargon as he calls it, heard their fermons and prayers fo 
attentively, fearched the fcriptures fo narrowly, that a man 
may juftly fufpect he had formerly fet up J. O's profeffion, 
and having the language fo perfectly, hath upon this juncture 
of affairs betaken himfelf to turn {py and intelligencer ; and 
tis evident that he hath travelled the country for that pur- 
pofe. Sothat I cannot refemble him better than to that 
politick engine who about two years ago was employed by 
fome of Oxford as a miffionary among the nonconformifts 
of the adjacent counties; and, upon defigne, either gathered — 
a congregation of his own, or preached amongft others, till | 
having got all their names, he threw off the vizard, and 
appeared in his colours, an honeft informer. But I would 
not have any man take Mr. Bayes his fanatical geography 
for aythentick, left he fhould be as far mifled, as in the 
fituation of Geneva. It fuffices that Mr. Bayes hath done 
therein as much as ferved to his purpofe, and mixed pro- 
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bability enough for fuch as know not better, and whofe ears 
are of a juft bore for his fable. 


But J. O. being of age and parts fufhicient either to ma- 
nage or to neglect this quarrel, I fhall as far as poffible de- 
cline the mentioning of him, feeing I have too (upon further 
intelligence and confideration) found that he was not the 
perfon whom Mr. Bayes principally intended. For, the 
truth of it is, the King was the perfon concerned from the 
beginning. | | 


His Majefty, before his moft happy and miraculous re- 
ftauration, had fent over a declaration of his indulgence to 
tender conf{ciences in ecclefiaftical matters. Which, as it 
was doubtlefs the real refult of the laft advice left him by 
his glorious father, and of his own confummate prudence and 
natural benignity; fo at his return he religioufly obferved 
and promoted it as far as the paflions and influences of the 
contrary party would give leave. For, whereas among all 
the decent circumftances of his welcome return, the provi- 
dence of God had fo cooperated with the duty of his fub- 
jects, that fo glorious an aétion fhould neither be foiled with 
the blood of victory, nor leffened by any capitulations of 
treaty, fo not to be wanting on his part in courtefy, as I 
may fay, to fo happy a conjunéture, he impofed upon him- 
felf an oblivion of former offences, and his indulgence in 
ecclefiaftical affairs. And to royal and generous minds no 
: K 2 {tipu- 
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{tipulations are fo binding as their own voluntary promifes ¢ 
nor is it to be wondered if they hold thofe conditions that 
they put upon themfelves the moft inviolable. He therefore 
carried the Act of oblivion and indemnity thorow ; that 
party who had fuffered vaftly in the late combuftions not 
refufing to imitate his generofity, but throwing all their 
particular loffes and refentments into the publick reckoning. 
But when it came to the ecclefiaftical part, the accomplifh- 
ment of which only remained behind to have perfected his 
Majefty’s felicity, the bufinefs I warrant you fhould not go 
fo, (as I fhall have occafion to fay more particularly.) ' For, 
though I am forry to {peak it, yet it is a fadtruth, that the 
animofitics and obftinacy of fome of the clergy have in all ages _ 
been the greateft obftacle to the clemency, prudence and good 
intentions of princes, and the eftablifhment of their affairs. 
His Majefty therefore expected a better feafon, and having at 
Jaft rid himfelf of a great minifter of {tate who had headed 
this intereft, he now proceeded plainly to recommend to 
his Parliament effectually and with repeated inftances, the 
confideration of tender confciences. After the King’s laft 
reprefenting of this matter to the Parliament, Mr. Bayes 
took fo much time as was neceffary for the maturing of fo 
accurate a book which was to be the ftandard of government 
for all future ages, and he was happily delivered in 1670 
of his Ecclefiaftical Policy. And though he thought fit in 
this firft book to treat his Majefty more tenderly than in 

| thofe 
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thofe that followed, yet even in this he doth all along ufe 
great liberty and prefumption. Nor can what he objects, 
page 282, to weak confciences, take place fo juftly upon 
them as upon himfelf: who, while his prince might ex- 
pect his compliance, doth give him counfel, advifes him 
how to govern the kingdom, blames and correéts the laws, 

and tells him how this. and the other might be mended. 
- But that I may not involve the thing in gerierals, but re- 
prefent undeniably Mr. Bayes his performance in this un- 
dertaking, I fhall without art write down his own words 
and his guod [cripf i Seripfs 7, as they ly naked to o the + view 


of every reader. 


The grand thefis upon which he ftakes not only all 
his own divinity and policy, his reputation, preferment, 
and confcience, of moft of which he hath no reafon to be 
prodigal; but even the crowns and fate of princes, and 
the liberties, lives and eftates, and, which is more, the con- 
{ciences of their fubjects, which are too valuable to be trufted 
in his difpofal, is this, page 10. ‘ That it is abfolutely 
“¢ neceflary to the peace and government of the world, that 
“the fupream magiftrate of every commonwealth fhould - 
“ be vefted with a power to govern and conduét the con- © 
“ {ciences of fubjeéts in affairs of religion.” . And page 12 
he explains himfelf more fully that ‘ unlefs princes have 
‘© power to bind their fubje&s to that religion that they 

‘© apprehend 
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‘‘ apprehend moft advantageous to public peace and tran- 
¢ quillity, and reftrain thofe religious miftakes that tend ‘ta 
‘its fubverfion, they are no better than ftatues and images 
‘C of authority.” Page 13, ‘* A prince is indued with a 
‘© power to conduct religion, and that muft be fubje& to 
‘¢ his dominion as well as all other affairs of ftate.” Page 
27, ‘* If princes fhould forego their fovereignty over 
‘‘ mens confciences in matter of religion, they leave 
‘¢ themfelves lefs power than is abfolutely neceflary,” And 
in brief: ‘‘ The fupream government of every common- 
“© wealth, wherever it is lodged, muft of neceflity be univer- 
‘© fal, abfolute, and uncontroulable in all affairs whatfoever 
‘‘ that concern the interefts of mankind and the ends of 
“ government.” Page 32, ‘* He in whom the fupream 
“ power refides, having authority to affign to every fubje& 
‘‘ his proper function, and among others thefe of the prieft- . 
‘¢ hood ; the exercife thereof as he has power to transfer 
‘© upon others, fo he may if he pleafe referve it to himfelf.” 
Page 33, ‘* Our Saviour came not to unfettle the founda- 
“ tions of government, but left the government of the world - 
“< inthe fame condition he found it.” Page 34, * The govern- 
‘© ment of religion was vefted in princes by an antecedent 
‘¢ right toChrift.”” This being the magifterial and main point 
that he maintains, the reft of his aflertions may be reckoned 
as corollaries to this Thefis, and without which indeed fuch 
an unlimited maxime can never be juftified. Therefore, to — 

4 make 
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make a confcience fit for the horfe, he fays, page 89, 
‘Men may think of things according to their own 
‘¢ perfwafions, and affert the freedom of their judg- 
“¢ ments againft all the powers of the earth. This is the. 
ce prerogative of the mind of man within its own domi- 
© nions, its kingdom is intelle@tual, &c. Whilft confciehce 
‘ads within its proper fphere, the civil power is fo far 
‘‘ from doing it violence, that it never can.” Page 92, 
‘© Mankind have the fame natural right to liberty of con- 
“ fcience in matters of religious worfhip as in affairs of 
“€ juftice and honefty ; that isto fay, a liberty of judge- 
‘© ment, but not of praétice.” And in the fame page he 
determines chriftian liberty. to be founded upon the reafon- 
ablenefs of this principle. Page 308, ‘ In cafes and dif- 
‘¢ putes of publick concernment, private men are not pro-- 
“ perly /ui juris 5 they have no power over their own. 
“ ations: they are not to be directed by their own judg-. 
‘¢ ments, or determined by their own wills, but by the com-- 
“© mands and determinations of the public confcience ; . and. 
‘¢ if there be any fin in the command, he that impofed it. 
‘¢ fhall anfwer for it, and not I whofe whole duty it is to 
“ obey. The commands of authority will warrant my 
“© obedience, my obedience will hallow, or at leaft excufe 
‘¢ my action, and fo fecure me from fin, if not from error; 
‘© and in all doubtful and difputable cafes, it is better to - 
‘© err with authority than to be in the right againft it: not 
“only 
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‘¢ only becaufe the danger of a little error (and fo it is if it be 
6 difputable) is outweighed by the importance of the great 
‘¢ duty of obedience, &c.”’ 


Another of his corollaries is, ** That God hath appointed 

‘© (page 80) the magiftrates to be his truftees upon earth, 
‘and his officials to at and determine in moral vertues 
‘¢ and pious devotions according to all accidents and emer- 
‘ gencies of affairs; to aflign new particulars of the divine 
‘law; to declare new bounds of right and wrong, which 
“ the law of God neither doth nor can limit.’’ Page 69, 
‘© Moral virtue being the moft material and ufeful part of 
*€ all religion, is alfo the utmoft end of all its other duties.” 
Page 76, ‘* All religion muft of neceflity be refolved into 
‘¢ enthufiafm or morality ; the former is meer impofture, 
‘‘ and therefore all that is true muft be reduced to the 
“latter.” Having thus enroled the prince, difpenced with 
confcience, and fitted up a moral religion for that con- 
{cience ; to fhew how much thofe moral virtues are to be 
valued, page 53 of the Preface to his Ecclefiaftical Policy, 
he affirms that ‘* ’tis abfolutely neceflary to the peace and 
‘¢ happinefs of kingdoms, that there be fet up a more fevere 
‘¢ government over men’s confciences and religious per- 
“¢ fwafions than over their vices and immoralities.” And 
page 55 of the fame, * that princes may with lefs hazard 
‘ sive liberty to men’s vices and debaucheries than their 
© con- 
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‘¢ confciences.” But for what belongs particularly to the 
ufe of their power in religion, he firft (page 56 of his book} 
faith, ‘© that the Proteftant reformation hath not been able to 
‘¢ refettle princes in their full and natural rights in reference 
‘f to its concerns;”” page 58, ‘* moft Proteftant princes have 
‘¢ been frighted, not to fay hetored out of the exercife of their 
“© ecclefiaftical jurifdiction ;” page 271, ‘ if princes will be 
‘¢ refolute (and if they will govern fo they muft be) they may 
‘¢ eafily make the moft ftuborn confcience bend to their 
“ refolutions ;” page 221, ‘¢ Princes muft be fure to bind 
‘on at firft their ecclefiaftical laws with the ftraighteft 
‘¢ knot, and afterwards keep them in force by the feverity of 
‘¢ their execution ;” page 223, fpeaking of honeft and well 
meaning men, ‘ fo eafy is it for men to deferve to be 
‘C pnunifhed for their confciences, that there is no nation in 
¢ the world, in which, were government rightly underftood 
‘© and duly managed, miftakes and abufes of religion would 
“ not fupply the gallies with vaftly greater numbers than 
‘¢ villany.” Page 54 of the Preface to Ecclefiaftical Policy, 
‘¢ Of all villains the well-meaning zealot is the moft dan- 
‘“‘ perous;"” page 49, ‘* the fanatick party in country towns 
“ and villages arifeth not (to {peak within compafs) above 
‘¢ the proportion of one to twenty. Whilft the publick 
“‘ peace and fettlement is fo unluckily defeated by quarrels 
‘and mutinies of religion, to erect and create new trading 
‘¢ combinations, is only to build fo many nefts of faction 
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‘Cand fedition, &c. for it is notorious that there is not any 
fort of people fo inclinable to feditious practices as the 
trading part of a nation.” And now though many as 
material paflages might be heaped up out of his book on > 
all thofe and other as tender fubjects, I fhall conclude this 
imperfeé&t enumeration with one corollary more, to which 
indeed his grand Thefis and all the fuperftru€tures are fub- 
ordinate and accommodated. Page 166, “ princes cannot 
‘‘ pluck a pin out of the church, but the ftate immediately 
‘¢ fhakes and totters.”” This is the fyntagm of Mr. Bayes 
his divinity, and fyftem of his policy: the principles of 
which confine upon the territories of Malmfbury, and the 
{tile, as far as his wit would give him leave, imitates that 
Janguage: but the arrogance and dictature with which he 
impofes it on the world, furpaffes by far the prefumption 
either of Gondibert or Leviathan. For he had indeed a 
very politick fetch or two that might have made a much 
wifer man than he, more confident. For he imagined firft 
of all, that he had perfectly fecured himfelf from any man’s 
an{fwering him: not fo much,upon the true treafon, that — 
is, becaufe indeed fo paltry a book did not deferve an an- 
{wer ; as becaufe he had fo confounded the queftion with 
differing terms and contradictory expreflions, that he might 
upon occafion affirm whatfoever he denyed, or deny what- 
foever he affirmed. And then befides, becaufe he had fo 
- intaneled the matter of confcience with the magiftrates 
power, 
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power, that he fuppofed no man could handle it thorowly 
without bringing himfelf within the ftatute of treafonable 
words, and at leaft a Premunire. But laft of all, becaufe 
he thought that whofoever anfwered him muft for certain be 
of a contrary judgement, and he that was of a contrary judg- 
ment fhould be a fanatick; and if one of them prefumed 
to be medling, then Mr. Bayes (as all divines have a non- 
obftance to the jejunium Cacilianum, and to the act of ob- 
livion and indempnity) would either burn that, or tear it 
in pieces. Being fo well fortified on this fide upon the 
other he took himfelf to be impregnable. His Majefty muft 
needs take it kindly that he gave him fo great an accefiion 
of territory, and, left he fhould not be thought rightly to 
underftand government, nay, left Mr. Bayes by virtue of 
page 171, fhould not think him fit to govern, he could not 
in prudence and fafety but fubmit to his admonition and 
inftructions. But if he would not, Mr. Bayes knew, ay that 
he did, how to be even with him, and would write another 
book that fhould do his bufinefs. For, the fame power 
that had given the prince that authority could alfo re- 
voke it. 


- But let us fee therefore what fuccefs the whole contri- 
vance met with, or what it deferved. For, after things have 
been laid with all the depth of humane policy there happens 
lightly fome ugly little contrary accident from fome quar- 
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ter or other of heaven, that fruftrates and renders all 
ridiculous. 


And here, for brevity and diftinétion fake, I muft make 
ufe of the fame priviledge by which I call him Mr. Bayes, 
to denominate alfo his feveral aphorifms or hypothefes: and 
let him take care whether or no they be fignificant. 


1. The unlimitted magiftrate. 2. The publick con- 
{cience. 3. Moral grace. 4. Debauchery tolerated. 5. Per- 
fecution recommended. And laftly, pufhpin divinity. 


And now, though I intend not to be longer than the 
nature of animadverfions requires, (this alfo being but col- 
lateral to my work of examining the preface, and having been 
{fo abundantly performed already) yet neither can I proceed 
well without fome preface. For as I am obliged to afk par- 
don if I fpeak of ferious things ridiculoufly ; fo I muft now 
beg excufe if I fhould hap to difcourfe of ridiculous things 
ferioufly. But I fhall, fo far as poflible, obferve decorum, 
and, whatever I talk of, not commit fuch an abfurdity, as 
to be grave with a buffoon. But the principal caufe of my 
apology is, becaufe I fee Iam drawn in to mention kings 
and princes, and even our own; whom, as I think of with 
all duty and reverence, fo I avoid {peaking of either in jeft or 
earneft, left by reafon of my private condition and breeding 
I fhould, though moft unwillingly, trip in a word, or fail in 
the mannerlinefs of an expreflion. But Mr. Bayes, becaufe 
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princes fometimes hear men of his quality play their part, 
or preach a fermon, grows fo infolent that he thinks him- 
felf fit to be their governour. So dangerous it is to let fuch 
creatures be too familiar. They know not their diftance, 
and like the afs in the fable, becaufe they fee the fpaniel play 
with their mafter’s leggs, they think themfelves priviledged 
to paw and ramp upon his fhoulders. Yet though I muft 
follow his track now I am in, I hope I thall not write after 
his copy. | : 

As for his firft hypothefis of the unlimitted magiftrate, 
I muft for this once do him right, that after I had‘read in 
his 12th page, ‘* that princes have power to bind their fub- | 
“¢ jects to that religion they apprehend moft advantageous 
© to publick peace and tranquillity ;”* a long time after, not 
as I remember, till page 82, when he bethoughe him- 
felf better, he faith, ‘* no rites nor ceremonies can be 
‘¢ efteemed unlawful in the worfhip of God, unlefs they 
‘©tend to debauch men either in their practices or their 
‘¢ conceptions of the Deity.” But no man is in ingenuity 
obliged to do him that fervice for the future ; neither yet 
doth that limitation bind up or interpret what he before fo 
loofly afirmed. However take all along the power of the 
magiftrate as he hath ftated it; Iam confident if Bifhop 
Bramhall were alive (who could no more forbear Grotius, 
than Mr. Bayes could the bifhop, notwithftanding their 


friendfhip) he would beftow the fame cenfure upon him 
that. 
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that he doth upon Grotius, page 18, ‘ When I read his 
‘book of the right of the fovereign magiftrate in facred 
‘¢ things, he feemed to me to come too near an Eraftian, 
‘and to leffen the power of the keys too much, which 
‘¢ Chrift left as a legacy to his church. It may be he 
‘¢ did write that before he was come to full maturity of 
‘© judgement: and fome other things, I do not fay after he 
‘© was fuperannuated, but without that due deliberation 
‘¢ which he ufeth at other times ;’’ (wherein a man may de- 
fire Mr. Bayes in Mr. Bayes) ‘‘ or it may be fome things 
‘¢ may be changed in his book, as I have been told by one 
‘< of his neareft friends, and that we fhall fhortly fee a more 
‘© authentick edition of all his works. This is certain, that 
“ fome of thofe things which I diflike, were not his own 
‘“‘ judgement after he was come to maturity in theological 
‘‘ matter.” And had Mr. Bayes (as he ought to have 
done) carryed his book to any of the prefent bifhops or 
their chaplains, for a licence to print it, I cannot conceive 
that he could have obtained it in better terms than what I 
have colleéted out of the 108 page of his anfwerer : ‘* Not- 
‘< withftanding the old pleas of the jus divinum of epifco- 
“© pacy, of example and direétion apoftolical, of a parity of 
‘© reafon between the condition of the church whilft un- 
‘¢ der extraordinary officers, and whilft under ordinary, 
‘Sof the power of the church to appoint ceremonies for 
“© decency and order, of the pattern of the churches of 


“old; 
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© old;”’ (all which under proteftation are referved till the 
firft opportunity.) I have upon reading of this book, found’ » 
that it may be of ufe for the prefent juncture of affairs, and 
therefore let.it be printed. And as I think, he hath dif- 
obliged the clergy of England in this matter; fo I believe 
the favour that he doth his Majefty is not equivalent to that 
damage. For that I may, with Mr. Bayes his leave, pro- 
phane Ben Johnfon, though the graveft divines fhould be 
his flaterers; he hath a very quick fenfe, (thall I prophane 


Horace too in the fame period ?) 
Flunc male fi palpere recalcitrat undig; tutus. 


If one ftroke him ill-favouredly; he hath a terrible way of 
kicking, and will fling you to the ftable-door ; but is him- 
{elf fafe on every fide. He knows it’s all but that you may 
get into the faddle again; and that the prieft may ride him, 
though it be toa precipice. He thefore contents himfelf. 
with the power that he hath inherited from his royal pro- 
genitors kings and queens of England, and it is declared by 
Parliament, and is not to be trepanned into another kind 
of tenure of dominion to be held at Mr. Bayes his pleafure, 
and depend upon the ftrength only of his argument. But 
(that I may not offend in Latin too frequently) he confiders 
that by not affuming a Deity to himfelf, he becomes fecure 
and worthy of his government. There are lightly about 
the courts of princes a fort of projectors for concealed lands,. - 


4. to 
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to which they entitle the King to beg them for themfelves : 
and yet generally they get not much by it, but are exceed- 
ing vexatious to the fubject. . And even fuch an one is this 
Bayes with his project of concealed power, that moft princes 
as he faith have not yet rightly underftood; but whereof 
the King is fo little enamoured, that I am confident, were 
it not for prolling and molefting the people, his Majefty 
would give Mr. Bayes the patent for it, and let him make 
his beft on’t, after he hath paid the fees to my Lord Keeper. 


But one thing I muft confefs is very pleafant, and he 
hath paft an high compliment upon his Majefty in it: that 
he may, if he pleafe, referve the priefthood and the exer- 
cife of it to himfelf. Now this indeed is furprifing ; but 
this only troubles me, how his Majefty would look in all 
the facerdotal habiliments, and the pontifical wardrobe. I 
am afraid the King would find himfelf incommoded with 
all that furniture upon his back, and would {carce reconcile 
himfelf to wear even the lawn fleeves and the furplice. But 
what ? even Charles the fifth, as I have read, was, at his 
inauguration by the Pope, content to be vefted, according 
to the Roman ceremonial, in the habit of a deacon:: and 
a man would not f{cruple too much the formality of the drefs 
in order to empire. | 


But one thing [ doubt Mr. Bayes did not well confider ; 
that, if the King may difcharge the funtion of the prieft- 
7 | hood, 
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hood, he may too (and ’tis all the reafon in the world) 
affume the revenue. It would be the beft fubfidy that ever. 
was voluntarily given by the clergy. But truly otherwife, 
Ido not fee but that the King does lead a more unblame- 
able converfation, and takes more care of fouls than many of 
them, and underftands their office much better, and delerves 
fomething already for the pains he hath taken. 


The next is Publick Confcience. For as to mens private 
confciences he hath made them very inconfiderable, and 
reading what he faith of them with fome attention, I only 
found this new and important difcovery and .great privilege 
of Chriftian liberty, that ‘* thought is free.”” We are how- 
ever obliged to him for that, feeing by confequence we think 
of him what we pleafe. And this he faith a man: may affert 
againft all the powers of the earth; and indeed with much 
reafon and'to great purpofe, feeing, as he alfo alledges, the 
civil power is fo far from doing violence to that liberty, that 
it never can. But yet if the freedom of thoughts be in not 
lying open to difcovery, theré have been ways of compelling 
mien to difcover them; or, if the freedom confift in retain- 
ing their judgments when fo manifefted, that alfo hath been 
made penal. And I doubt not but befide oaths and re- 
nunciations, and affents and confents, Mr. Bayes, if he were 
fearched, hath twenty other tefts and picklocks in his 
pocket. Would Mr. Bayes then perfwade mén to affert 
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this againft all the powets of the earth? I .would afk in 
what manner? To fay the truth I do not like him, and 
would with the ronconformifts to be upon their guard, left 
he trepan them firft by this means into plot, ahd then 
preach, and fo hang them: If Mr. Bayes meant othet wife 
in this matter, I confefs my ftupidity, and the fault is moft 
his own, who fhould have writ to the capacity of vulgar 
readers. He cuts indeed and faulters in this difeourfe, which 
is no good fign, per{wading men that they may, and ought 
to practife againft theit confciences, where the commands of 
the magiftrate intervene. None of them denies that it is 
their duty, where their judgments or confciences cannot 
comply with what is enjoyned, that they ought in obedience 
patiently to fuffer; but further they have not learned I dare 
fay that the cafual divinity of the jefuites is all thorow as 
orthodox as this maxime of our author’s: and as the opinion 
is brutifh, fo the confequences are devilifh, To make it: 
therefore go down more glibly, he faith, that ‘* "tis better 
‘“‘ to err with authority, than to be in the right againft it in 
all doubtful difputable cafes: becaufe the great duty of 
‘< obedience outweighs the danger of a little error, (and 
“little it is if it be difputable)”, I cannot underftand the 
truth of this reafoning, that whatfoever is difputable is 
little ; for even the moft important matters are fubje@ to 
controverfie: and befides things are little or great according 
to the eyes or underftandings of feveral men; and however,. 
a man 
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a man would fuffer fomething rather than commit that little 
error againft his confcience, which muft render him an 
hypocrite to God, and a knave amongft men. ‘* The com- 


“ mands,” he faith, ‘ and determinations of the publick. — 
“ confcience ought to carry it; and if there be any fin in. 


the command, he that impofed it thall anfwer for it, and 
“ not I whofe duty it is to obey ;” (and mark) “ the com- 
“© mands of authority will warrant my obedience, my obe- 
‘¢ dience will hallow, or at leaft excufe my aétion, and fo 
‘<¢ fecure me from fin if not from error;” and fo you are 
welcome, gentlemen. Truly a very fair and confcionable 
reckoning! fo far is this from hallowing the aétion, that 
I dare fay it will, if followed home, lead only to all that 
fanctified villany, for the invention of which we are beholden 
to the author. But let him have the honour of it; for he 
is the. frft divine that ever taught Chriftians how another 
man’s fin could confer an imputative righteoufnefs upon all 
mankind that fhall follow and comply with it. Though 
the fubje& made me ferious, yet I could not read the ex- 
preffion without laughter : ‘© My obedience. will hallow, or 
‘© at leaft excufe my adtion.” So inconfiderable a difference 
he feems to make betwixt thofe terms, that if ever our 
author come for his merits to be a bifhop, a man might 
almoft adventure inftead of confecrated to fay that he was 
excufed. : 
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_ The third is Moral Grace. And whoever is not fatisfied 
with thofe paflages of his concerning it, before quoted, may 
find enough where he difcourfeth it at large, even to furfeit.’ 
I cannot make either lefs or more of it than that he over- 
turns the whole fabrick of Chriftianity, and power of reli- 
gion. For my part, if grace be refolved into morality, I 
think a man may almoft as well make God too to be only 
a notional and moral exiftence. 


And white-aproned Amaryllis was of that opinion : 


Ma tu fant&ifima honefia, che fola fei d'alma ben nata 


anviolabil mume. 


‘¢ But thou moft holy honefty, that ys art the invio- 
‘¢ Jable Deity of the well-born foul.” 


And fo too was the moral poet: (for why may not I too 
bring out my Latin fhreds as well as he his, 


Quefium ad fontem folos deducere verpos} 
Nullum numen abeft fi fit prudentia 


«¢ There is no need of a Deity where there is prudence; 5 OF, 
<< if you will, where there is Ecclefiaftical Policy.” 


But fo far I muft do Mr. Bayes right, that to my beft 
obfervation, if prudence had been God, Bayes had been a 
-mof{t damnable atheift. Or, — only an. idolater of 

their 
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their number, concerning whom he adds in the next 
line 


fed te 


Vos facimus, fortuna, deam celoque locamus, 


“¢ But we make thee, fortune, a goddefs, and place thee 
‘¢ in heaven.” 


However I cannot but be forry that he hath undertaken 
this defperate vocation, when there are twenty other honeft 
and painful wayes wherein he might have pot a living, and 
made fortune propitious. But he cares not upon what 
argument or how dangerous he runs to fhew his ambitious 
activity: whereas thofe that will dance upon ropes, do 
lightly fome time or other break their necks. And_-I have 
heard that even the Turk, every day he was. to mount the 
high rope, took leave of his comfortable importance as if 
he fhould never fee her more. But this is a matter foreign 
to my judicature, and therefore I leave him to be tryed by 
any jury of divines: and, that he may have all right done 
him, let half of them be fchool divines and the other moiety 
fyftematical, and let him except againft as many as the 
law allows, and fo God fend him a good deliverance. But 
I am afraid he will never come off. 


The fourth is Debauchery Tolerated. For fuppofing as 
he does, that ‘tis better and ‘ fafer to give a toleration to 


6 mens. 
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‘¢ mens debaucheries than to their religious: perfwafions,” 
it amounts to the fame reckoning. This is a very ill way. 
of difcourfing ; and thata “ greater feverity ought to be 
“© exercifed over mens confciences than over their vices and 
‘* immoralities.” For it argues too much: indifcretion by 
avoiding one evil to run up into the contrary extream ; 
and debauched perfons will be ready hence to conclude, 
although it be a perverfe way of reafoning, that where the 
feverity ought to be lefs, the crime is lefs alfo: nay, even 
that the more they are debauched, it is juft that the punifh- 
ment fhould ftill abate in proportion; but however, that 
it were very imprudent and unadvifable to reform and err 
on the zeligious hand, left they fhould thereby incur the 
greater penalties. Mr. Bayes would have done much better 
had he fingled out the theme of religion; he might have 
loaded it with all the truth which that fubje& would bear ; 
I would allow him that ‘ rebellion is as the fin of witch- 
“‘ craft,” though that text of fcripture will fcarce admit his 
imterpretation. He could not have declaimed more fharply 
than I, or any honeft man elfe, would upon occafion againft 
all thofe who under pretence of confcience raife war, or 
create publick difturbances. But comparifons of vice are 
dangerous, and though he fhould do this without defign, yet, 
while he aggravates upon religion, and puts it in balance, 
he doth fo far alleviate and encourage debauchery. And 
moreover ‘hice to be fure is againft his defign) ‘he doth 

hereby 
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hereby ‘more confirm the aufterer fort of finners, and fur- 
nifhes them with a more fpecious colour and ftronger argu- 
ment. It had been better policy to inftru& the magiftrate 
that there is no readier way to fhame thefe out of their re- 
ligious niceties than by improving mens morals. But, as 
he handles it, never was there any point more unfeafonably 
expofed ; at fuch a time, when there is fo general a depra- 
vation of manners, that even thofe who contribute towards 
it do yet complain of it; and though they cannot reform 
their practice, yet feel the effets, and tremble under the 
apprehenfion of the confequences. It were eafie here to 
{fhew a man’s reading, and to difcourfe out of hiftory the 
caufes of the decay and ruine of Mr. Bayes his Roman em- 
pire, when. as the moralift has it, 


-fevior armis 
Luxuria incubuit, vitlumque ulcifcitur orbem. 


And defcending to thofe times fince Chriftianity was in the 
throne, ‘tis demonftrable that for one war upon a fanatical or 
religious account, there have been an hundred occafioned by 
the thirft of glory and empire that hath inflamed fome great 
ptince to invade his neighbours. And more have {prung 
from the contentioufnefs and ambition of fome of the clergy ; 
but the moft of all from the corruption of manners, and 
alwayes fatal debauchery. It exhaufts the eftates of private 
perfons, and makes them fit for nothing but the highway 


3 or 
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oranarmy. It debafes the {pirits and weakens the vigor. of 
any nation ; at once indifpofing them for war, and rendring 
them uncapable of peace. For, if they efcape. inteftine 
troubles, which would certainly follow when they had left 
themfelves, by their prodigality or intemperance, no other 
means of fubfiftence but by preying upon one another ; then 
muft they either, to get a maintenance, pick a quarrel with 
fome other nation, wherein they are fure to be worfted; or 
elfe (which more frequently happens) fome neighbouring 
prince that underftands government take them at the advan- 
tage, and, if they do not like ripe fruit fall into his lap, 
tis but fhaking the tree once or twice, and he is fure of 
them. Where the horfes are, like thofe of the Sybarites, 
taught to dance, the enemy need only Jearn the tune .and 
bring the fiddles. . But therefore (as far as I underftand) 
his Majefty, ta obviate and prevent thefe.inconveniencies in 
his kingdoms, hath on the one hand never refufed a juft 
war; that fo he might take down our greafe and luxury, and 
keep the Englifh courage in breath and exercife: and on the 
other, (though himfelf moft conftantly addiéted to the church 
of England) hath thought ft to grant fome liberty to all 
other fober people, (and longer than they are fo God forbid 
they fhould have it) thereby to give more temper and _ 
to the common and notorious debauchery. : 


But Mr. Bayes neverthelefs is for ‘his fifth: Perfecution re- 
commended : and he does it to the purpole. f Julian himfelf, 
2 who 
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who I think was firft a reader,. and held forth in the 
chriftian churches before he turned apoftate and then perfe- 
cutor, could not have outdone him either in irony or cruelty. 
Only it is-God’s mercy that Mr. Bayes is not emperor. 
You have feen how he inveighs againft trade: “ that whilft 
© mens confciences are actuated by fuch peevifh and ungo- 
*¢ vernable principles, to ere& trading combinations is but to 
“‘ build fo many nefts of faction and fedition.” Lay up your 
fhips, my mafters, fet bills on your fhop-doors, fhut up the 
cuftom-houfe ; and why not adjourn the term, _mure up 
Weftminfter-hall, leave plowing and fowing, and keep a 
difmal holy-day through the nation; for Mr. Bayes is out 
of humour. -But I affure ‘you it is no jefting matter. For 
he hath in one place taken a lift of the fanatick minifters, 
whom he reckons to be but a hundred fyftematical divines: 
though I believe the Bartlemew-regifter or the March-licen- 
fes would make them about an hundred and-three or an 
hundred and four, or fo: but this is but for rounder num- 
ber, and breaks no fquare. And then for.their people, 
either ‘“they live in greater focieties of men,” (he means the 
city of London and the other cities and towns corporate, but 
exprefles it fo to prevent fome inconvenience that might be- 
tide him ;) ‘ but there their noife is greater than their num- | 
‘ber. Or elfe in country towns and villages, where hae 
“ arife not above. the proportion of one to. twenty.” It 
were not unwifely done indeed if he could perfwade the ma- 
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giftrate that all the fanaticks have but one neck, fo that he 
might cut off nonconformity at one blow. I fuppofe the 
~nonconformifts value themfelves though, upon their con- 
{fcience, and not their numbers: but they would do well to 
be watchful, left he have taken a lift of their names as well 
as their number, and have fet croffes upon all their doors 
againft there fhould be occafion. But till that ‘* happy 
<¢ juncture,” when Mr. Bayes ‘* fhall be avenged of his new 
‘¢ enemies, the wealthy fanaticks,’’ (which is foon done too, 
for he faith, ** there are but few of them men of eftates or 
‘¢ intereft)”’- he is contented that they fhould only be expofed 
(they are his own expreflions) to the “ pillories, whipping- 
‘¢ pofts, galleys, rods and axes ;"’ and moreover and above to ~ 
all other punifhments whatfoever, provided they be of a feve- 
rer nature than thofe that are inflicted on men for their im- 
moralities. O more than human clemency! I fuppofe the 
divifion betwixt immoralities and conf{cience is univerfal ; 
and whatfoever is wicked or penal is comprehended within 
their territories. So that although a man fhould be guilty 
of all thofe heinous enormities which are not to be named 
among Chriftians, befide all leffer peccadilloes exprefly againft 
the Ten Commandments, or fuch other part of the divine law 
as fhall be of the magiftrates making, he fhall be in a better 
condition, and more gently handled, than.a “ well-meaning 
zcalot ;”’ for this isthe man that Mr. Bayes faith ‘ is of all 
‘villains the moft dangerous:” (even more dangerous it feems 

than . 
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than a malicious and ill-meaning zealot) this is he whom in 
“< all kingdoms where government is rightly underftood,” he 
would have condemned * to the galleys for his miftakes and 
‘¢ abufes of religion.” Although the other punifhments are 
more fevere, yet this being more new and unacquainted, I 
cannot pafs it by without fome reflection. For I confidered 
what princes make ufe of galleys. The firft that occurred 
to me was the Turk, who, according to Bayes his maxim, 
hath eftablifhed Mahometifm among his fubjeéts, as the 
‘¢ religion that he apprehends moft advantageous to public 
‘¢ peace and fettlement.”” Now in his empire the Chriftians 
only are guilty of thofe “ religious miftakes that tend to the 
‘* fubverfion of Mahometifm :” fo that he underftands go- 
vernment rightly in chaining the Chriftians to the oar. But 
then in Chriftendom, all that I could think of were the king 
of France, the king of Spain, the Knights of Malta, the Pope, 
and the reft of the Italian princes. And thefe all have bound 
their fubje&s to the Romifh religion as moft advantageous, 
But thefe people have their galleys with immoral fellows and 
debauchees : whereas the Proteftants, being their fanaticks and 
miftakers in religion, fhould have been their ciurma. But it 
is to be hoped thefe princes will take advice and underftand 
it better for the future. And then at laft I remembred that 
his Majefty too hath one galley lately built, but I dare fay it 
is not with that intention: and our fanaticks, though few, 
are fo many, that one will not ferve. But therefore if Mn 
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Bayes and his partners would be at the charge to build the 
king a whole fquadron for this ufe, I know not but it might — 
do very well (for we delight in novelties) and it would be a 
fingular obligation to Sir John Baptift Dutel, who might 
have fome pretence to be general of his Majefty’s galleys. 
But fo much for that. Yet in the mean time I cannot but 
admire at Mr. Bayes his courage; who knowing how dange- 
rous a villain a well-meaning zealot is, and having calculated 
toa man how many of them thereare in the whole nation, 
yet dares thus openly ftimulate the magiftrate againft them, 
and talk of nothing lefs, but much more than pillories, 
whipping-pofts, galleys and axes in this manner. It is {ure 
fome fign (and if he knew not fo much he would fcarce ad- 
venture) of the peaceablenefs of their principles, and of 
that reftraint under which their tender confciences hold 
them, when neverthelefs he may walk night and day in 
fafety; though it were fo eafy a thing to deifie the divine 
after the ancient manner, and no man be the wifer. But 
that which I confefs would vex me moft, were I either an ill 
or a well meaning zealot, would be, after all, to hear him 
(as he frequently does) {neering at me in an ironical harangue | 
to perfuade me, forfooth, to take all patiently for confcience. 
fake, and the good example of mankind: nay, to wheedle 
one almoft to make himfelf away to fave the hangman a la- 
bour. It was indeed near that pafs in the primitive times, 
and the tired magiftrates afked them, whether they had not 
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altars and rivers and precipices, if they were fo greedy of 
fuffering? But, by the good leave of your infolence, we 
are not come to that yet. Von ribi fed Petro: or rather, fed 
Regi, The nonconformifts have fuffered as well as any men 
in the world, and could dofo ftill if it were. his Majefty’s 
pleafure. Their duty to God hath hallowed, and their duty 
to the magiftrate hath excufed both their pain and ignominy. 
To die by a noble hand is,fome fatisfa@tion: but when his 
Majefty,. for reafons beft known to himfelf, hath been gra- 
cioufly pleafed toabate of your rigors, I hope,:Mr. Bayes, that 
we fhall.not fee. when you have a mind. to junket with your 
comfortable importance, that the entremets fhall be of a fana- 
tick’s giblits: nor that a nonconformilft’s head muft be whip- 
ped off as oft as.your nofe. drivels.. It is fufficient, Sir, we 
know your inclination, we know your abilities, and we know 
your lodging: and whenthere is any further occafion: you will 
doubtlefs be fent for. For, tofay the truth, this Bayes is 
an excellent tool, and-more ufeful than ten other men.. I 
will undertake that he fhall, rather than fail, be the tre+ 
panner, the informer, the witnefs, the attorney, the judge ; 
and, if the nonconformift need the benefit of his book, he 
fhall be ordinary too,. and fay he is an ignorant fellow, mon 
Jegit : and then, to do him the laft chriftian office, he.would . 
be his hangman. In themean time, let him enjoy it in {pe- 
culation, fecure of allthe employments when they fhall fall. 
For I know no gentleman that will take any of them out-of 
| his 
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his hands, although it be in an age wherein men cannot 
well fupport their quality, without fome acceflion from the 
publick : and for the ordinary fort of people, they are, I 
know not by what difafter, befotted and abandoned to fa- 

‘naticifm. So that Mr. Bayes muft either do it himfelf in per- 
_ fon, or conftitute the chief magiftrate to be his deputy. But 
princes do indeed underftand themfelves better moft of them, 
and do neither think it fo fafe to intruft a clergyman with 
_ their authority, nor decent for themfelves to do the drudgery 
of the clergy, that would have paft in the days of Saint Do- 
minick: but when even the Inquifition hath loft its edge in 
_ the popifh countries, there is little appearance it fhould be 
fet up in England. It were a worthy fpedtacle, were it not ? 
_ to fee his Majefty, like the governor in Synefius, bufied in his 
_ cabinet among thofe engines whofe very names are fo hard 
that it is fome torture to name them; the Podoftrabe, the 
Dactylethra, the Otagre, the Rhinolabides,. the Cheilo- 
{trophia, devifing, as they fay there are particular difeafes, 
fo a peculiar rack for every limb and member of a Chriftian’s 
body. Or, would he (with all reverence be it fpoken) ex- 
change his kingdom of England for that of Macaffar ? where 
the great arcanum of Government is the cultivating of a 
_ garden of poyfonous plants, and preparing thence a poyfon, 
in which the prince dips a dart that where it does but draw 
blood, rots the perfon immediately to pieces; and his of- 
fice is with that to be the executioner of his fubje&s. God 
be 
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be praifed his ‘“Majefty is far of another temper : and he is 
wife, though fome men be malicious. 


But Mr. Bayes his fixth is that which I call his pufh-pin 


divinity. For he would perfuade princes that there cannot | 


be a pin pulled out of the church, but the ftate immediately 
totters. Thatis ftrange. AndyetI have feen many a pin 
pulled out upon occafion, and yet not fo much as the church 
itfelf hathwagged. Itis true indeed, and we have had fad 
experiments of it, that fome clergymen have been fo opi- 
niaftre that they have rather expofed the ftateto ruin, than 
they would part with a pin, I will not fay out of their 
church, but out of their fleeve. There is nothing more 
natural than for the ivy to be of opinion that the oak can- 
not ftand without its fupport: or, feeing we are got into 
ivy, that the church cannot hold up longer than it under- 
props the walls: whereas it is a {neaking infinuating imp, 
{carce better than bindweed, that fucks the tree dry, and 
moulders the building where it catches. But what, pray 
Mr. Bayes, is this pin in Pallas’s buckler? ‘*Why it is fome 
‘¢ ceremony or other, that is indifferent in its own nature; 
“ that hath no antecedent neceflity but only as.commanded ; 
‘‘ that fignifies nothing in itfelf, but what the commander 
‘C pleafes; that even by the church which commands it, is 
‘© declared to have nothing of religion in it; and that is 
‘in itfelf of no great moment or confequence, only it is ab- 

4 “ folutely 
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“‘ folutely neceflary that governours fhould enjoyn it, to avoid 
“the evils that would follow if it were not determined.” 
Very well, Mr. Bayes. This I fee will keep cold: anon 
perhaps I may have a ftomach, But I muft take care left I 
{wallow your pin. a 


Here we had the titles, and fome fhort rehearfal of Mr. 
Bayes his fix plays. Not but that, fhould we difvalife him, 
he hath to my knowledge a hundred more as good in his bud- 
get: but really I confult mine own repofe.. But now 
among friends, was there ever any thing fo monftrous? you 
fee what a man maycome to with divinity and high feeding. 
There is a {curvy difeafe, which though fome derive from 
America, others tell a ftory that the Genouefes in their wars, 
with Venice took fome of their noblemen, ‘whom ‘they cut 
to pieces and barreled up like tunny, and fo malicioufly 
vented it to the Venetians, who eating it‘ignorantly, broke 
out in thofe nafty botches and ugly fymptoms, that are not 
curable but by mercury. What I relate it for is out of no fur- 

ther intention, nor is there any more fimilitude than that the 
mind too hath its nodes fometimes, and the ftile its buboes, 
and that I doubt before Mr. Bayes can be rid of them, he 
muft pafs through the grand cure and a dry diet. 


And now it is high time that I refume the thread of my, 
former hiftory concerning Mr. Bayes his books in relation to _ 
his Majefty. I do not find that the Ecclefiaftical Policy found 

more 
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‘more acceptance than could be expeéted from fo judicious 
a prince: nor do I perceive that he was ever confidered of 
at a promotion of bifhops, nor that he hath the reverfion 
of the archbifhoprick of Canterbury. But if he have not 
by marriage barred his way, and if it fhould ever fall to his 
lot, Iam refolved inftead of his Grace to call him always his 
Morality. But as he got no preferment that I know of at 
court (though his patron doubtlefs, having many things in 
his gift, did abundantly recompence him) fo he mift no lefs 
of his aim as to the reformation of ecclefiaftical government 
upon his principles. But ftill, what he complains of page 
20. the ecclefiaftical laws were either weakened through 


want of execution, or in a manner cancelled by the oppo-— 


fition of civil conftitutions. For, befide what in Enpland, 
where all things went onat the fame rate, in the neighbour- 


ing kingdom of Scotland there were I know not how many - 


Mas Johns reftored in one day to the work of their miniftry, 
and a door opened whereby all the reft might come in for 
the future, and all this by his Majefty’s commiffion. Nay, 
I think there was (a thing of very ill example) an arch- 
bifhop turned out of his fee for fome mifdemeanor-or other. 
I have not been curious of his name nor his crime, becaufe 
as much as poflible I would not expofe the nakednefs of any 
perfon fo eminent formerly in the church. But hencefor- 
ward the king fell into difgrace with Mr. Bayes, and any one 
that had eyes might difcern that our author did not afford 

Vou. II. O his 
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his Majefty that countenance and favour which he hath for- 
merly enjoyed. So that a book tooof J.O’s happening 
mifchievoufly to come out at the fame feafon, upon pretence 
of anfwering that, he refolved to make his Majefty feel the 
effects of his difpleafure. So that he fet pen to paper again, 
and having kept his midwife of the Friendly Debate by him 
all the time of his pregnancy for fear of mifcarrying, he was 
at laft happily delivered of his fecond child, the Defence of 
the Ecclefiaftical Policy, inthe year 1671. It was a very 
lufty baby, and twice as big as the former, and (which fome 
obferved as an ill fign, and that if it lived it would prove a 
great tyrant) it had, when born, all the teeth, .as perfe@ as 
ever you faw in any man’s head. But I do not reckon much 
upon thofe ominous criticifmes. . For there was partly a na- 
tural caufe in it, Mr. Bayes having gone fo many months, 
more than the civil law allowes for the utmoft term of legi- 
timation, that it was no wonder if the brat were at its birth 
more forward than others ufually are. And indeed Mr. 
Bayes was fo provident againft abortion, and careful for fome 
reafons that the child fhould cry, that the only queftion in 
town (though without much caufe, for truly it was very like 
him) was, whether it was not {purious or fuppofitious. But 
allegories and raillery and hard words appear in this his {e- 
cond book, and what I quoted before out of Bifhop Bram- 
hall, page.18. with allufion to our author is here faln out 


as exactly true as if it had been exprefly calculated for Bayes 
his 
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his meridian. ' He finds himfelf to —_ come too near, nay 
to have far outgone an Eraftian, that he had writ his Eccle- 
fiaftical Policy before he was come to maturity of judgment, - 
that one might defire Mr. Bayes in Mr. Bayes, that fome- 
thing had been changed in his book, that a more authen- 
tick edition was neceffary, that fome things which he had 
{aid before, were not his judgement after he’ was come to 
maturity in theological matters. 


I will not herein too much infitt upon his reply, where 
his an{werer afks him pertinently enough to his grand Thefis, 
what was then become of their old plea of Fus Divinum ? 
Why, faith he, muft you prefcribe me what I fhall write ? 
perhaps my next book fhall be of that fubje&. — For, per- 
haps he faid fo only for evafion, being old and excellent at 
parrying and fencing. Though I have good reafon to believe 
that we may fhortly fee fome piece of his upon that theme, 
and in defence of an aphorifm of a great prelate in the laft 
king’ s time, ‘ That the king had no more to do in eccle- 
“¢ fiaftical matters, than Jack that rubbed his horfes heels.”’ 
For Mr. Bayes is fo enterprifing you know, ‘look to’t, 
‘Tl do’t.” He has face enough to fay or unfay any thing, 
and it is his priviledge, what the fchool-divines deny to be 
even within the power of the Almighty, to make cont.a- 
dictions true. An evidence of which (though I referve 


the further inftances to another occafion that draws near) 
O 2 does 
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does plainly appear in what J now principally urge, to fhow 
‘how dangerous a thing it is for his Majefty and all other 
princes to lofe Mr. Bayes his favour. For whereas he had all 
along in his firft book treated them like a company of igno- 
rants, and that did nat underftand government, (but that is 
pardonable in Mr. Bayes) in this his fecond, now that they 
will not do as he would have them, when he had given them 
power and inftru€tions how to be wifer for the future, he 
cafts them quite off like men that were defperate. He had, 
you know, page 35 of his farft book, and in other places, 
vefted them with an univerfal and unlimited power, and un- 
controulable in the government of religion (that 1s, over mens 
con{ciences) but now in his fecond, to make them an example 
to all incorrigible and ungrateful perfons, he ftrips and dif- 
robes them again of all thofe regal ornaments that he. had 
fuperinduced upon them, and leaves them good princes in 
guerpo as he found them, to fhift for themfelves in the wide 
world as well as they can, Do but read his own words, 
page 237. of his Defence, paragraph 5. and fure you will be 
of my mind. “ To veft the fupreme magiftrate in an un- 
“ limited and uncontroulable power, is clearly to defeat 
“¢ the eflicacy and obligatory force of all his laws, that can- 
‘¢ not poflibly have any binding virtue upon the minds of 
‘men, when they have no other inducement to obedience 
“ but only to avoid the penalty. Butif the fupreme power 
“ be abfolute and unlimited, it doth for that very reafon 
| “ remove 
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*t remove and evacuate all other obligations, for otherwife 
* it is reftrained and conditional; and if men lye under no 
“ other impulfion than of the law itfelf, they lye under no 
“¢ other obligation than that of prudence and {felf-intereft, 
‘© and it remains intirely in the choice of their own difcre- 
‘¢ tion whether they fhall or fhall not obey, and then there is 
‘<¢ neither government nor obligation to obedience; and the 
‘< principle of mens complyance with the mind of their fu- 
‘< periours, is not the declaration of their will and pleafure, 
s* but purely the determination of their own judgements; 
‘Cand therefore it is neceflary for the fecurity of govern- 
‘ ment, though for nothing elfe, ta fet bounds to its jurif- 
 diGion ; otherwife, like the Roman empire, &c.” I 
know it would be difficult to quote twenty lines in Mr. 
Bayes, but we fhould encounter with the Roman empire. 
But obferve how laborioufly here he hath afferted and proved 
that all he had faid in his firft book was a meer miftake be- 
fore he were come to years of difcretion. Foras in law a 
man is not accounted fo till he hath compleated twenty one, 
and it is but the laft minute of that time that makes him his. 
awn man, (as to all things but confcience I mean, for as to 
that many are never /ué juris) fo though the diftance of 
- Bayes his books was but betwixt 1670 and 1671, yet a 
year, nay an inftant at any time of a man’s life may make 
him wifer, and he hath, like all other fruits, his annual 
maturity. It was fo long fince as 1670, page 33. that this 

“ univerfal 
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‘¢ univerfal unlimited and uncontroulable power was the 
“¢ natural right of princes antecedent to Chrift, firmly efta- 
‘¢ blifhed by the unalterable dictates of natural reafon, uni- 
“¢ verfal practice, and confent of nations, that the {crip- 
‘ture rather fuppofes than afferts the ecclefiaftical (and fo 
“‘ the civil) jurisdiGion of princes.” ”T'was in 1670, page 
10. That it was ‘ abfolutely neceffary ;” and page 12. 
‘‘ that princes have that power to bind their fubjects to that 
“ religion that they apprehend moft advantageous to pub- 
“lick peace, &c.”” So that they derive their title from 
eternal neceffity, which the moralifts fay the gods them- 
felves cannot impeach. His Mayjefty may lay by his Diex 
and make ufe only of his Mon Droit: he hath’ a patent 
for his kingdom under the broad-feal of nature, and next 
under that, and immediately before Chrift, is over all per- | 
fons and in all caufes as well Ecclefiaftical as Civil (and over 

all men’s confciences) within his Majefty’s realms and domi-_ 
nions fupream head and governour. It is true, the author 
fometimes for fafhion fake fpeaks in that book of religion 
and of a Deity, but his principles do neceflarily, if not in 
terms, make the prince’s power paramount to both thofe, 
and if he may by his uncontroulable and unlimited univerfal 
authority introduce what religion, he may of confequence 
what Deity, alfo he pleafes. Or if there were no Deity 
yet there muft be fome religion, that being an engine 


moft advantageous for publick peace and _ tranquillity. 
This 
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This wasin 1670; but by 1671, you fee the cafe is altered. 
Even one night hath made fome men gray. And now page 
238 of his fecond book, he hath made princes accountable, 
ay and to fo fevere an auditor as God himfelf. -‘ The 
‘“‘ thrones of princes are eftablifhed upon the dominion of 
“© God.” And page’ 241. ‘‘’Tis no part of the prince’s con- 
‘© cernment to inftitute rules of moral good and evil; that 
‘Cis the care and the prerogative of a fuperior lawgiver.’”” 
And page 260. he owns that if the fubje@&s’can plead a 
clear and undoubted preingagement to that higher authority, 
they have liberty to remonftrate to the equity of their laws, 
I do not like this remonftrating nor thefe remonftrants. I 
with again that Mr. Bayes would tell us what he mieans by 
the term, and where it will end, whether he would have the 
fanaticks remonftrate: but they are weary, and afhamed of 
what they have done in former times of that‘nature: or 
whether he himfelf hath a mind toremonftrate, becaufe the 
fanaticks are tolerated. That is the thing, that is the bufi- 
nefs of this whole book: and knowing that there isa clear 
and undoubted preingagement to the higher authority of na- 
ture and neceflity, if the king will perfift in tolerating 
thefe people, who knows after remonftrating, what Mr. 
Bayes will do next? but now in fumme what fhall we fay 
of this man, and how had the king been ferved if he had 
followed Bayes’s advice, and affumed the power of his firft 
book? he had run himfelf intoa fine premunire, when now. 

after 
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after all he comes to be made accountable to God, nay even 
to his fubje@s. And by this means it happens, though it 
--were beyond Mr. Bayes his forecaft, and I dare fay he 
would rather have given the prince again a power antece- 
dent to Chrift, and to bring in what religion he pleafe: 
he hath obliged him to as tender a confcience as any of his 
Chriftian fubjeéts, and then good night to Ecclefiaftical Po- 
licy. I have herein endeavoured the utmoft ingenuity toward 
Mr. Bayes, for he hath laid himfelf open but to too many 
difadvantages already, fo that I need not, I would not 
prefs him beyond meafure, but to my beft underftanding, 
and if I fail I even afk him pardon, I do him right. It 
is true, that being diftra@ted betwixt his defire that the con- 
fciences of men fhould be perfecuted, and his anger at 
princes that will not be advifed, he confounds himfelf every 
where in his reafonings, that you can hardly diftinguifh 
which is the whoop and which is the holla, and he makes 
indentures on each fide of the way wherefoever he goes. 
But no man that is fober will follow him, left fome juftice 
of the peace fhould make him pay his five fhillings, befide 
the fcandal; and it is apparent to every one what he drives 
at. But were this otherwife, I can {pare it, and it is fuf- 
ficient to my purpofe that I do thus hiftorically deduce the © 
reafon of his fetting forth his books, and fhew that it was 
plainly to remonftrate againft the power of his prince, and 
the meafures that he hath taken of governing ; to fet his 

3 | Majefty 
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Majefty.at variance not onely with his fubjects, but with 
himfelf, and to raife a civil war in his intellectual kingdom, 
betwixt his controulable and his uncontroulable jurisdiction. 
And becaufe, having to do with a wife man, as Mr. Bayes 
is, one may often gather more of his mind out of a word 
that drops cafually, than out of his whole watchful and fe- 
rious difcourfe, when he is talking of matters of policy 
and that require caution; E cannot flight one paflage of 
Mr, Bayes, page 656, where raging bitterly againft all the 
Prefbyterians and other fects, and as much againft the al- 
lowing them any tendernefs, liberty, toleration or indul- 
gence, he concludes thus, ‘* Tendernefs and indulgence to 
“¢ fuch men, were to nourifh vipers in our own bowels, and 
“the moft fottifh neglect of our own quiet and fecurity, 
“and we fhould deferve to perith with the difhonour of 
‘© Sardanapalus.” Now this of Sardanapalus I remember 
fome little thing ever fince I read, I think it was my 
Fuftine ; and E would not willingly be fuch a fool as to make 
a dangerous fimilitude that hasno. foundation. For if Mr. 
Bayes in the preface of his Defence, to excufe his long 

teeming before it were brought forth, places it partly upon’ 
his recreations: I know not why much more a prince fhould’ 
not ‘be willing to enjoy the innocent comforts of this 
‘t life, as well as to do the common drudgeries.” But I 
am thinking what Mr. Bayes meant by it; for every fimi- 
litude muft have, though not all, yet fome likenefs: now © 
~ Vou. II. P Iam 
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I am fure there were no Nonconformifts and Prefbyterians 
in Sardanapalus his days. I am fure alfo that Sardanapalus 
was no clergyman, that he was no fubject; but he was 
one of the uncontroulable creatures, that inftead of exer- 
cifing his Ecclefiaftical Power delighted in {pinning ; till 
fome body came in on the fudden, and catching him at it, 
cut his thread. Come, it is better we left this argument and 
the company too, for you fee the crime, you fee the fen- 
tence: and who ever it be, there is fome prince or other 
whom Mr. Bayes will have to perifh. That page 641 
is indeed not fo fevere, but it is pretty well; where, on 
the fame kind of fubje&, whetting the prince againft thofe 
people, he faith, ‘* that prince that hath felt the pounces 
‘Sof thefe ravening vultures, if after that he fhall be per- 
“‘ fuaded to regard their fair fpeeches at fuch time as they 
‘¢ want power, without other evident and unqueftionable 
“ tokens of their converfion, deferves to be king of the 
“night.” Now for this matter, I believe Mr. Bayes knows. 
that his Majefty hath received fuch evident and unqueftion- 
able tokens of loyalty from the Nonconformifts ; other~ 
wife his own loyalty would have hindered him from daring 
to ufe that: expreffion. 


And now I fhould continue my hiftory to his third book 
in hand, the preface to Bifhop Bramhall. But having his’ 
fecond book ftill before me, I could not but look a little fur- 
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ther into it, to fee how he hath left matters ftanding betwixt 
himfelf and his anfwerer. And firft I lighted on that place 
where he ftrives to difintangle himfelf from what he had 
faid about trade in his former book. Here therefore he 
defies the whole fanatick world to difcover. one fyllable that 
tends to its difcouragement. Let us put it upon that iffue, 
and by this one example take the pattern of his ingenuity 
in all his other contefts. Whoop, Mr. Bayes! page 49. 
‘¢ With what confcience does the anfwerer tell the people 
“that I have reprefented all tradefmen as feditious, when 
‘¢ it is fo notorious I only fuppofe that fome of them may 
‘¢ be tainted with feditious principles? If I fhould affirm 
«¢ that when the nobility or clergy are poffeft with princi- 
‘¢ ples that incline to rebellion and difloyal practices, they 
‘ are of all rebels the moft dangerous, fhould I be thought © 
‘© to impeach them of treafon and rebellion?’ Holla, Mr. 
Bayes! but in the 49th page of your firft book you fay 
exprefly, ‘‘ For it is notorious that there is not any fort of 
‘‘ people fo inclinable to feditious practices as the trading 
“ partof anation.” Is thisthe fame thing now? and how 
does this defence take off the objection? and yet he tears 
and infults and declaims as if he had the truth on his fide. 
At laft he ftrives to bring himfelf off and falve the matter 
in the fame page 49. with, ‘in brief itis not the rich citizen, 
‘* but the wealthy fanatick that I have branded for an ungo- 
‘* vernable beaft, and that not as wealthy but as fanatick.” 

: P 2 Subtle 
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Subtle diftinguifher! I fee if we give him but rope enough 


what he will come to. Mr. Bayes, many as proper a man as 


yourfelf hath marched up Holborn for diftinguifhing 


- betwixt the wealthy and the fanatick ; and moreover let 1 mie 


tell you, fanatick money hath no ear- mark. 


So concerning the magiftrates power in religion, wherein 
his anfwerer had remarked fome unfafe paffages: Whoop, 
Mr. Bayes! page 12 of his firft book before quoted : 
“¢ Unlefs princes have power to bind their fubjeéts to what 
‘‘ religion they apprehend moft advantageous, &c. they 
‘Care no better than ftatues of authority.” Holla, Bayes! 
Page 467 of the fecond book: ‘this bold calumny I have 


already I hope competently enough difcovered and de- 


‘“‘ tefted. Yet he repeats this fundamental forgery in all 
“ places, fo that his whole book is but one huge lye four 
‘© hundred pages long.” Judge now who is the forger ; 
And yet he roars too here as if he would mix heaven and 
earth together. But you may fpare your raving, you will 
never claw it off as long as your name is Bayes. 


So his anfwerer it feems having p. 85. faid, that Bayes 
confines the whole duty of confcience to the inward thoughts 
and perfwafions of the mind, over which the magiftrate hath 
no power all: Whoop, Bayes! Page 8q. of his firft book, 


© Let all matters of mere confcience, whether purely 


‘““moral or religious, be aay to confcience only, i. e. 
| 6 let 


THE REHBARSAL TRANSPROSED. 109 


“let men think of things according to their own per{wa- 
‘¢ fions, and affert the freedom of their judgments againft all. 
<¢ the powers of the earth. This is the prerogative of the 
‘¢ mind of man within its own dominions ; its kingdom is 
‘¢ intelle€@tual, &c.”’ Page gr. ‘* Liberty of confcience is in- 
“€ ternal and invifible, and confined to the minds and judge- 
‘¢ ments of men; and while confcience acts within its pro- 
‘“‘ per fphere, the civil power 1s fo far from doing it violence, 
‘¢ that it never can.” Holla, Bayes! Page 229 of his fecond 
book, ‘‘ This in downright Englifh is a fhamelefs lye. Sir, 
“‘ you muft pardon my rudenefs, for I will affure you, after 
“long meditation, I could not devife a more pertinent 
‘< anfwer to fo bold an oneas this.” I believe you, Mr. 
Bayes: you meditated long, fome twelve moneths at leaft ; 
and you could not devife any other anfwer, and in good 
earneft he hath not attempted to give any other anfwer. * I 
‘< confefs ‘tis no extraordinary conceit, but ‘tis the beft re- 
‘* partee my barren fancy was able to fuggeft to me upon {fo 
‘© rude an occafion.” Well,. Mr. Bayes! I fee it muft come 
to aquarrel ; for thus the heétors ufe to de, and to give the 
lye at adventure, when they have a mind to try a man’s 
courage. But I have often known them dye on the {pot. 


So his anfwerer, page 134, having taxed him for his 
{peaking againft an expreffion in the aét of parliament of | 
5to Eliz. concerning the Wednefday faft. Whoop, Bayes! 

2 Page 
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Page 52. of his firft book, ‘* The act for the Wednefday 


“ faft, the Fejumium Cacilianum” (ourecclefiaftical politician 
is the better f{tatefman of the two by far, and may make 
{port with Cecill when he pleafes) ‘* was injoyned with this 
‘‘ claufe of exception, that if any perfon fhould afhrm it 
‘< to be impofed with an intention to bind the confcience, 
‘< he fhould be punifhed as a fpreader of falfe news.” So 
careful was the fupreme magiftrate in thofe days not to im- 
pofe upon the confcience; and the wifdom of it is con- 
firmed by the experience of our time: when fo eminent a 
divine, as I mentioned before, thought fit to write a whole 
volume concerning the holinefs of Lent; though, if I be 
not deceived, this doftrine too is prohibited by aét of par- 
liament, under the fame penalty. But, faith Bayes there, 
*¢ The matter indeed of this law was not of any great mo- 
“© ment, but this declaration annexed to it proved of a 
“¢ fatal and mifchievous confequence.” ’Tis very well 
worth reading at large: but in fhort the confequence (or 
the occafion it is no matter when I have to do with Bayes) 
was, that ‘‘ princes how peremptory foever they have been 
<‘ in afferting the rights of their f{upreme power, in civil af- 
‘“‘ fairs, they have been forced to feem modeft and diffident 
‘Cin the exercife of their ecclefiaftical fupremacy.”” Now, 
Holla, Bayes! page 298 of his fecondbook. ‘To what: 
‘“¢ purpofe does he fo brifkly taunt me for thwarting mine 
4“ own principles, becaufe I have cenfured the impertinency 

of a 
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“of a needlefs provifion in an act of parliament?” Ob- 
ferve, thefe are not the anfwerer’s but Bayes his own words; 
whereby you may fee with what reverence and duty he ufes 
to fpeak of his fuperiors and their actions, when they are not 
fo happy as to pleafe him. ‘* I may obey the law, though 
‘¢ I may be of a different perfuafion from the law-givers in: 
‘San opinion remote and impertinent to the matter of the 
“law itfelf: nay, I may condemn the wifdom of enacting 
‘it, and yet at the fame time think myfelf to lie under 
“an indifpenfable obligation to obey it: for the formal 
‘“‘ reafon of its obligatory power (as any cafuift will inform 
‘‘ him) is not the judgement and opinion of the law-giver,. 
“¢ but the declaration of his will and pleafure.” Very good: 
and found, Mr. Bayes: but here you have opened a paf- 
fage; and this is as impertinent in you and more dange- 
rous than what you. blamed in ‘that at, that the noncon - 
formifts may {peak againft your ecclefiaftical laws ; for their 
cafuifts then tell them that, they lying under an indifpen- 
fable obligation not to conform to fome of them, do fulfil 
and fatisfie their obedience in fubmitting to the penalty: 


I looked further into what he faith in defence of the ma- 
giftrates affuming the priefthood; what for his {cheme of. 
moral grace ; - what to palliate his irreverent expreflions con-. 
cerning our Bleffed Saviour and the Holy Spirit; what of all 
ather matters objected by his anfwerer: and if you will 
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believe me, but I had much rather the reader would take 
the pains to examine all himfelf, there is fcarce any thing 
but flender trifling, unworthy of a logician, and beaftly 
raillery unbecoming any man, much more a divine. At 
Jaft, having read it all through with fome attention, I re- 
folved having failed fo of any thing material, to try my for- 
tune whether it might be more lucky, and to open the 
book in feveral places as it chanced. But, whereas they 
fay that in the Sortes Virgilianez, wherefoever you light 
you will find fomething that will hit and is proper to your 
intention ; on the contrary here, there was not any leaf that 
I met with but had fomething impertinent, fo that I re~ 
folved to give it over. This onely I obferved upon the whole, 
that he does treat his anfwerer the moft bafely and ingrate- 
fully that ever man did. For, whereas in his whole firft 
book there was not one found principle, and fcarce any 
thing in the fecond, but what the anfwerer had given him 
occafion to amend and rectifie if he had underftanding ; af- 
ter fo great an obligation he handles him with more rude- 
nefs than is imaginable. I know it may be faid in Mr. Bayes 
his defence, that in this his fecond book he hath made his 
matters in many places much worfe than they were before. 
But I fay that was Bayes his want of underftanding, and 
that he knew not how to take hold of fo charitable an op- 
portunity as was offered him, and ‘twas none of the an- 
{werer’s fault. There are amongft men fome that do not 
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ftudy always the true rules of wifdom and honefty, but 
delight in a perverfe kind of cunning, which fometimes 
may take for a while and attain their defign; but moft ufu- 
ally it fails in the end and hath a foul farewell. And fuch 
are all Mr. Bayes his plots, In all his writings he doth fa 
confound terms, he leaps crofs, he hath more doubles (nay: 
triples and quadruples) than any hare, fo that he thinks 
himfelf fecure of the hunters. And in this fecond book, 
even the length of it was fome.policy. For you muft know 
it is all but an epiftle to the author of the Friendly Debate ; 
and thought he with himfelf, who hath fo much. leifure 
from his own affairs, that he will read a letter of another — 
man’s bufinefs. of eight hundred pages? but yet,. thought 
he again, (and F could be, content they did read it) in all 
matters of argument I will fo muddle myfelf in ink, that 
there fhall be no catching no finding me; and befides I 
will {peak always with fo magifterial a confidence, that no 
modeft man (and moft ingenious perfoans are fo) fhall fo 
much as quetch at-me, but be beat out of countenance: 
and plain men fhall think. that I durft' not talk at fuch a 
rate but that I have a commiffton. Iwill farft, faid he in 
his heart, like a {tout vagrant, beg, and if that will not 
do, I will command the queftion, and as foon as I have 
got it, I-will fo alter the property and put on another pe- 
riwig, that I-defie them. all for difcovering me or ever find- 
ing itagain. ‘This, befide. all. the lock and advantage that 

Vou. II.’ Q. I have 
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I have the nonconformifts upon fince the late times; and 
though they were born fiance, and have taken more fober 
principles, it fhall be all one for that matter. And ther 
for oratory and railing, let Bayes alone. This contrivance 
is. indeed all the ftrength of Mr. Bayes his argument, and 
as he faid, (how properly let the reader judge) page 60. 
before quoted, ‘that moral virtue is not only the moft 
material and ufeful part of all religion, but the ultimate 
‘¢ end of all its other duties: So, railing is not onely the 
moft material and ufeful part of his religion, his reafon, his 
oratory, and his practife ; but the ultimate end of this and 
all his other books. Otherwife he is neither fo ftrongly 
fortified nor fo well guarded, but that without’ any cere- 
mony of trenches or approaches, you may at the very farft 
march up to his counters-fcarp without danger. He puts 
me in mind of the incorrigible f{cold, that though fhe was 
ducked over head and ears under water, yet ftretched up 
her hands with her two thumb nails in the nit cracking pof- 
ture, or with two fingers divaricated, to call the man ftill 
in that language loufy rafcal and cuckold. But indeed, 
when I confider how miferable a wretch his anfwerer has 
rendered him, and yet how he perfifts ftill, and mere to rail 
and revile him; I can liken it to nothing better betwixt them, 
than to what I have feen with fome pleafure the hawking at 
the magpy. The poor bird underftands very well the terrible 
pounces of that vulture: but therefore fhe chatters amain 

moft 
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moft rufully, and fpreads and cocks her tail, fo that one that 
firft faw and heard the fport, would think that fhe infulted 
over the hawk in that chatter,. and fhe huffed her train in. 
token of courage and victory: when, alas! ’tis her fear all, and 
another way of crying the hawk mercy ; and to the end that 
the hawk finding nothing but tail and feather to ftrike at, 
fhe may fo perhaps fhelter her body. 


Therefore I think there is nothing in my way that hinders 
me, but that I may now goon to the hiftory of this Mr. Bayes 
his third book, the Preface to Bifhop Bramhall, and to what 
juncture of affairs it was reconciled. His Majefty (perhaps 
upon Mr. Bayes his frequent admonitions, both in his firft 
and fecond book, that princes fhould be more attentive and 
confident in exercifing their ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, though 
I rather believe he never defigned to read a line in him, but 
what he did herein, was only the refult of his own good 
_ underftanding) refolved to make fome clear tryal how the 
nonconformifts could bear themfelves under fome liberty of 
confcience. And accordingly he iffued on March the 15", 
1671, his gracious declaration of indulgence, of which I 
with his Majefty and the kingdom much joy, and as far as 
my flender judgement can divine, dare augurate and prefage 
mutual felicity, and that whatever humane accident may 
happen (I fear not what Bayes forefees) they will, they can 
never have caufe to repent this action or its confequences. 

Q2 But 
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But hereupon Bayes finding thatthe King had fo vigoroufly 
exerted his ecclefiaftical power, but to a purpofe quite con- 
trary to what Mr. Bayes had always intended, he grew terri- 
ble angry at the King and his privy council: fo that here- 
upon ‘he ftarted,” as himfelf fays, ‘* into many warm and 
‘s slowing meditations : his heart burnt and the fire kindled, 
‘¢ and that heated him into all this wild and rambling talk (as 
‘¢ fome will be forward enough to call it) though he hopes it 
‘< is not altogether idle, and whether it be or be not, he hath 
‘¢ now neither leifure nor patience to examine.” This he 
confeffes upon his beft recollection, in the laft page of this 
preface: whereupon I cannot but animadvert, as in my firft 
page, that this too lies open to his dilemma againft the non- 
conformifts prayers : for if he will not accept his own charge, 
his modefty is all impudent and counterfeit : if he does not 
acknowledge it, he is an hot-headed incendiary ; and a wild 
rambling talker, and in part, if not altogether, an idle fel- 
low. Really I cannot but pity him, and look upon him as 
under fome great difturbance and defpondency of mind: 
that this with fome other f{cattering paflages’ here and there, 
argues him to be in as ill a cafe as Tiberius was in his 
diftracted letter to the fenate: there wants nothing of it but 
the Dii Deegque me perdant, withing, Let the Gods and God- 
deffes confound him worfe than he finds himfelf to be every 
day confounded. But that I may not lofe my thread. Upon 
occafion of this his Majefty’s gracious declaration, and againft 
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it, he writes this his third book, the Preface to Bifhop Bram- 
hall, and accordingly was unhappily delivered of it in June 
(I had forgot) or July, in 1672. For he did not go his full 
time of it, but mifcarried ; partly by a fright from J. O. and 
partly by a fall he had upon a Clofer Importance. But of all 
his three bolts this was the fooneft fhot, and therefore ’tis no 
wonder if he miffed his mark, and took no care where his. 
arrow glanced. But what he faith of his Majefty and his 
council, being toward the latter end of his difcourfe, I am 
forced to defer that a little, becaufe, there being no method 
at all in his wild rambling talk, I muft either tread juft on 
in his footfteps, or elfe I fhall be in a perpetual maze, and. 
never know whenI come to my journey’s end. | ee 

And here I cannot altogether efcape the mentioning of 

J. O. again, whom (though I have fhown that he was not 
the main caufe of publifhing Bayes his -books) yet he fingles 
out, and on his pretence runs down all the nonconformitts ; 
this being, as he imagined, the fafeft way by which he might. 
proceed firft to undermine, and then blow up his Majefty’s 
gracious declaration. And this indeed is the leaft immetho- 
dical part in the whole difcourfe. For firft he undertakes to. 
defend that railing is not only lawful, butexpedient. Secondly, 
that though he had railed, the perfon he fpoke of ought not 
to have taken notice of it. And thirdly, that he did not 
rail. As tothefe things Ido not much trouble myfelf, nor 
| intereft 
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intereft myfelf in the leaft in J. O’s quarrel; no otherwife 
' than if he were John a Nokes, and I heard him railed at 
by John a Stiles. Nor yet would I concern myfelf unnecef- 
farily in any man’s behalf; knowing that it is better being at 
the beginning of a feaft, than to come in at the latter end of 
afray. For if fo I fhould, as often it happens in fuch ren- 
counters, not only draw Mr. Bayes, but J. O. too, upon 
my back, I fhould have made a {weet bufinefs on’t for 
myfelf. 


Now as’to the’lawfulnefs and expedience of railing ; were 
it not that I do really make confcience of ufing Scripture with 
fuch a drolling companion as Mr. Bayes, I could overload 
him thence both with authority and example. Nor is it 
- worth ones while to teach him out of other authors, and the 
beft precedents of the kind, how he, being a Chriftian anda ~ 
Divine, ought to have carried himfelf. But I cannot but 
remark his infolence, and how bold he makes upon this 
argument, p. 88. of his fecond book, with the memories of 
thofe great perfons there enumerated, feveral of whom, and 
particularly my Lord Verulam, I could quote to his con- 
fufion, upon a contrary and much better account. ‘‘ So far 
‘© am I from repenting my feverity towards them, that I am 
‘‘ tempted rather to applaud it by the glorious examples of 
‘< the greateft wits of our nation, King James, Archbifhop 
«© Whitgift, Archbifhop Bancroft, Bifhop Andrews, Bifhop 

5 ‘<¢ Bilfon, 
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‘ Bilfon, Bifhop Montague, Bifhop Bramhall, Sir Walter 
“ Rawleigh, Lord Bacon, &c.’’ and he might have added Mr. 
Tarlton, with as good pretence to this honour as. himfelf. 
The. niches are yet empty in the Old Exchange; pray 
let us fpeak to the ftatuary, that, next to King James’s, 
we may have Bayes his effigies; for fuch great wits.are 
princes fellows, at leaft when dead. At this rate there is not 
a {cold at Billingfgate but may defend herfelf by the pattern : 
of King James and Archbifhop Whitgift, &c. yet this-is 
paffable, if you confider our man. But that is moft intole~. 
rable, page 17. of the preface to his. firft book, where he 
juftifies his debauched way of writing by parallel to. our 
Bleffed Saviour.. And I cannot but with fome awe refleé& 
how near the punifhment was to the offence ; when,. having 
undertaken fo profane an argument, he was in the very 
inftant fo infatuated. as to fay that Chrift was not only ‘¢ in 
‘an hot fit of zeal, but in a feeming fury too, and tranfport 
‘¢ of paffion.” But however, feeing he hath brought us fo - 
good vouchers, let us fuppofe what is not to be fuppofed, . 
that railing is lawful.. Whether it be expedient or no, will. 
yet be a new queftion. And I think Mr. Bayes, when he 
hath had time ‘to cool his thoughts,” may be trufted yet 
with that confideration,. and to compute whether the good 
that he hath done by railing do countervail the damage 

which both he in particular, and the caufe he labours, have 
fuffered by it. For in my obfervation, if we meet with an | 
argument 
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argument in the ftreets, both men, women, and boys, that 
are the auditory, do ufually give it qn the modefter fide, and 
conclude, that he that rails moft has the leaft reafon. 


- For the fecond: where he would prove that though he 
had railed, yet his anfwerer, J. O. ought not to have taken 
notice of it, nor thofe of the party who are under the fame 
condemnation ; but that he fhould have abftraéted and kept 
clofe to the argument ; I muft canfefs it isa very fecure and 
wholefome way of railing. And allowing this, he hath good 
reafon to find fault with his anfwerer, as he does, for turn- 
ing over his book ; though without turning it over, I know 
not how he could have anfwered him, but with his haf, or 
with mum. But for ought I can fee in that only anfwer 
which is to his firft book, he hath been obedient, and ab- 
{tracted the argument fufficiently ; and if he hath been any 
where fevere upon him, he hath done it more cleanly, and 
much more like a gentleman ; and it hath been only in fhow- 
ing the neceflary inferences that muft follow upon the 
author's maxims and unfound principles. But as to any 
an{wer to Bayes his fecond book or his third, for ought I 
can fee, J. O. fleeps upon both ears. 


To this third undertaking, to fhew that he. hath. not 
railed; I. fhall not. fay any thing more, but let it be judged 
by the company, and to them let it be referred. But in 
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my poor opinion, I never faw a man thorow all his three 
books in fo high a falivation. 


And therefore, till I meet with fomething more ferious, 
I will take a walk in the garden and gather fome of Mr. 
Bayes his flowers ; or I might more properly have faid, I 
will go fee Bedlam, and pick ftraws with our mad-man. 
Firft he faith, that fome that pretend a great intereft in the 
holy brotherhood, upon every flight accident are beating up 
the drums again{t the Pope and Popifh plots; they defcry 
Popery in every common and ufual chance ; and a chimney 
cannot take fire in the city or fuburbs, but they are imme- 
ately crying Jefuites and Fireballs. I underftand you, fir. 
This, Mr. Bayes, is your prologue, that is to be {poke by 
Thunderand Lightning: ‘ Iam loud Thunder; brifk Light- 
‘ning I. I ftrike men down. I fire the town—Look to’. 
“ We'll dot.” Mr. Bayes, it is fomething dangerous med- 
dling with thofe matters. As innocent perfons as yourfelf 
have felt the fury of the wild multitude, when fuch a cala- 
mity hath difordered them and after your late feverity 
againft tradef{men, it had been better you had not touched 
the fre. Take heed left the reafons which fparkle, forfooth, 
in your difcourfe, have not fet their chimnies on fire. None 
accufes you, what you make {port with, of burning the fhips 
at Chatham, much lefs of blowing up the ‘Thames. But 
you ought to be careful, left having fo newly diftinguifhed 

Vou. II. R betwixt 
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betwixt the fanatick and his wealth, they fhould fay, that 
you are diftinguifhing now betwixt the fanaticks and their 
houfes. Thefe things are too edged to be jefted with ; if 
you did but confider, that not onely the holy brotherhood, 
but the fober and intelligent citizens, are equally involved in 
thefe fad accidents. And in that lamentable conflagration 
(which was fo terrible, that though fo many years agoe, it is 
yet frefh in men’s memories; and befides, is yearly, by A& 
of Parliament, obferved with due humiliation and folemnity.) 
It was not trade onely and merchandife fuffered, which you 
call their Diana, and was not fo much to be canfidered; but 
St. Paul’s too was burnt, which the hiftorians tell us, was 
Diana’s temple. 


The next thing is more direétly levelled at J. O. for having 
in fome latter book ufed thofe words, “* We cannot.conform 
“¢ to Arminianifm or Socinianifm on the one hand, er Popery 
*¢ on the other.” What the anfwerer meant by thofe words, 
I concern not myfelf ; onely Icannot but fay, that there is 
a very great neglect fomewhere, wherefoever the infpection 
of books is lodged, that at leaft the Socinian books are tole- 
rated, and fell. as openly as the Bible. But Bayes turns all 
into mirth: ‘* He might as well have added all the -ifins in 
“the Old Teftament, Perizzitifm, Hittitifm, Jebufitifm, 
“ Hivitifm, &c.” | 


No, 
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No, Mr. Bayes, that need not ; and though this indeed 
is a very pretty conceit, and ‘twere pity at fhould have been 
loft ; yet I can tell you a better way. For, if rhyming be the 
bufinefs, and you are fo good at “ tagging of points in a 
‘“‘ garret,” there is another word that will do it better, and 
for which, I know not how truly, you tax your an{werer 
too here, as if he faid, ‘“‘ The church of England were defpe- 
“ rately {chifmatical, becaufe the Independents are refolved, 
‘¢ one and all, to continue feparate from her communion.” 
Therefore let fchifm, if you pleafe, rhyme to -ifm. And 
though no man is obliged to produce the authority of the 
greateft wits of the nation to juftifie a rhyme, yet for your 
dear fake, Mr. Bayes, I will this once fupererogate. The 
firft fhall be your good friend Bifhop Bramhall ; who among 
many other memorable paflages, which I believe were the 
reafon that he never thought fit to print his own book; 
page ror. teacheth us, not abfurdly, that ‘* it was not the 
‘¢ erroneous opinions of ‘the church of Rome, but the ob- 
‘¢ truding them by laws upon other churches, which war- 
‘¢ ranted a feparation.” But if this will not doe, vous avez 
Dr. Thorndike’s depofition in print ; for he, I hear, is lately 
dead. ‘ The church of England in feparating from the 
*‘ church of Rome, is guilty of fchifm before God.” I have 
not the book by me, but I am fure ’tis candidly recited as 
I have read it. ‘Then (to fhow too that there is a King on 
this fide) his prefent Majefty’s father in his declaration, 

R 2 4to 
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4to Carol, 1628, affirms that a book, entituled, ‘ Appello 
“¢ Cefarem, or, An Appeal to-Czfar, and publifhed in 
‘6 the year 1625, by Richard Montague, then Bachelor 
‘¢ of Divinity, and now Bifhop of Chichefter, had opened 
“ the way to thefe fchifms and divifions which have 
‘¢ fince enfued in the church; and that therefore for the 
‘“¢ redrefs and remedy thereof, and for the fatisfaction of the 
‘‘ confciences of his good people, he had not only by pub- 
‘lick proclamation called in that book, which miniftred 
‘‘ matter of offence, but to prevent the like danger for the 
‘future, reprinted the Articles of Religion, eftablifhed 
‘Cin the time of Queen Elizabeth, of famous memory: and 
“by a declaration, before thofe articles, did reftrain all 
‘* opinions to the fenfe of thofe articles, that nothing ‘miglit 
“ be left for private fancies and innovations, &c.”’ And if 
this will not amount fully, I fhall conclude with a villainous 
pamphlet that I met with t’other day ; but of which a great 
‘wit indeed was the author. And, whereas Mr. Bayes is. 
always defying the nonconformifts with Mr. Hooker’s Eccle-. 
fiaftical Polity, and the Friendly Debate, I am of opinion, 
though I have a great reverence for Mr. Hooker, who in 
fome things did anfwer himfelf, that this little book, of not 
full eight leaves, hath fhut that Eccleftaftical Polity, and 
Mr. Bayes’s too, out of doors: but for the Friendly Debate, 
I muft confefs, that is unanfwerable. *Tis one Mr. Hales, 
of Eaton; a moft learned divine, and one of the church of 


England, 
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England, and moft remarkable for his fufferings in the late 
times, and his chriftian patience under them. And I 
reckon it not one of the leaft ignominies of that age, that 
fo eminent a perfon fhould have been by the iniquity of the 
times reduced to thofe neceflities under which he lived; as 
I account it no {mall honour to have grown up into fome 
part of his acquaintanee, and converfed a while with the 
living remains of one of the cleareft heads and beft prepa- 
red. breafts in Chriftendom. That which I {peak of is his. 
little treatife of f{chifm, which though I had read many 
years ago, was quite out of my mind, till I occafionally 
ight upon’t at a bookfellers ftall.. I hope it will not be tedi- 
ous, though I write of fome few (and yet whatfoever I omit 
I fhall haveleft behind more) material: paflages. ‘* Schifm 
‘Cis one of: thofe theological fcarecrows with which they 
‘‘ who ufe to uphold a party in religion, ufe to fright away 
‘¢ fuch as making enquiry into it, are ready.to relinquifh and 
‘ oppofe it, if it appear either erroneous or fufpicious. 
‘¢ Schifm is, if we would define it, an unneceflary feparation 
*S of Chriftians from that part of the vifible church of which 
‘‘ they were once members. Some reverencing antiquity 
‘¢ more than needs, have fuftered. themfelves to be {cared 
‘with imputation of fchifm.more than needs. Nothing 
‘«¢ abfolves men from the guilt of {chifm, but true and un- 
‘© pretended confcience. But the judgements of the ancients . 
‘¢ many times (to fpeak moft gently) are juftly to be fufpected. . 

“¢ Where: 
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“© Where the caufe of {chifm is neceflary, there not he 
‘that feparates, but he that is the caufe of feparation, is 
‘¢ the {chifmatick. Where the occafion of feparation is un- 
“¢ neceffary, neither fide can be excufed from guilt of {chifm. 
‘¢ But who fhall be the judge? That is a point of great dif- 
“ficulty, becaufe it carries fire in the tail of it; for it 
‘¢ brings with it a piece of doctrine which is feldom pleafing 
“to fuperiours. You fhall find that all {chifms have crept 
‘¢ into the church by one of thefe three waies, either upon 
‘‘ matter of fact, or upon matter of opinion, or point of 
‘© ambition. For the firft, I call that matter of fact, when 
‘* fomething is required to be done by us, which either we 
“ know or ftrongly fufpect to be unlawful.” Where he in- 
{tances in the old great controverfie about Eafter. ‘« For it 
‘¢ being upon error taken for neceflary that an Eafter muft . 
““ be kept, and upon worfe than error (for it was no lefs 
‘¢ than a point of Judaifm forced upon the church) thought 
“¢ further neceflary that the ground of the time for the feaft 
“¢ muft be the rule left by Mofes to the Jews: there arofe 
“¢ a ftout queftion, whether it was to be celebrated with the 
“© Jews on the fourteenth Moon, or the Sunday following, 
«« This caufed as great a combuftion as ever was; the Weft 
“¢ feparating and refufing communion with the Eaft for many 
*¢ years together. Here I cannot fee but all the world were 
*¢ {chifmaticks, excepting only that we charitably fuppofe 
‘© to excufe them from it, that all parties did what they did 
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‘ont of confcience. <A thing which befell them by the 
“‘ienosance, for I will not fay the malice of their guides ; 
‘Sand that through the juft judgment of God, becaufe, 
‘¢ through floth and blind obedience, men examined not the 
‘things they were taught, but ltke beafts of burthen: 
‘< patiently couched down, and indifferently underwent all 
‘¢ whatfoever their fuperiours laid upon them. If the dif- 
‘© cretion of the chiefeft guides of the church did, ina 
“ point fo trivial, fo inconfiderable, fo mainly fail them ; 
“can we, without the imputation of great grofsnefs and 
‘folly, think fo poor-{pirited perfons competent judges of 
“ the queftions now on foat betwixt the churches? where 
‘© or among whom, or how many the church fhall be, it is a 
“thing indifferent. What if thofe to whom the execu- 
* tion af the publick fervice is committed, do fomething, — 
“ either unfeemingly or fufpicious, or peradventure unlaw- 
“ful; what if the garments they wear be cenfured, nay, 
‘¢ indeed be fufpicious ; what if the gefture or adoration to 
‘‘ be ufed to the altars, as now we have learned to {peak ; 
‘what if the homilift have preached or delivered any 
‘¢ doétrine, of the truth of which we are not well per- 
‘‘ fuaded, (a thing which very. often falls out) yet, for all 
‘¢ this, we may not feparate, except we be conftrained per- 
<¢ fonally to bear a part in it ourfelves. Nothing can be a 
“ juft caufe of refufing communion in fchifm that concerns 
“ fa&, but only to require the execution of fome unlawful 
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‘¢ or fufpected a&. For, not only in reafon, but in religion 
“too, that maxim admits of no releafe, Cautiffimi cuju/que 
“ preceptum, quod dubitas ne feceris: That whatfoever 
“¢ you doubt of, that you in no cafe do.” He inftances then 
in the fecond Council of Nice, where, faith he, -“ the Synod 
‘¢ itfelf was the {chifmatical party in the point.of ufing the 
“images, which, faith he, all acknowledge unneceflary, 
“ moft do fufpe@, and many hold utterly unlawful: Can 
“then the injoining of fuch a thing be ought elfe but 
“an abufe? Can the refufal of communion here be thought 
‘any other thing than duty? Here, or upon the like 
‘‘ occafion to feparate, may -peradventure bring perfonal — 
“ trouble or danger, againft which it concerns any honeft 
“ man to have pecfus preparatum. ‘Then of {chifm from 
‘¢ opinion; prayer, confeflion, thank{fgiving, reading of 
‘‘ {cripture, adminiftration of facraments in the plaineft 
‘© and fimpleft manner, were matter enough to furnifh 
‘out a fufficient liturgy, though nothing either of pri- 
‘vate opinion or .of church pomp, .of garments, of 
‘“‘ prefcribed geftures, of imagery, of mufick, of matter 
‘‘ concerning the dead, of many fuperfluities which creep 
“into the church under the name of order and decency, 
‘did interpofe itfelf. To charge churches and liturgies 
‘‘ with things unncceflary, was the firft beginning of fuper- 
‘“¢ flition. If the fathers and fpecial guides of the church 
4 would be a little {paring in incumbring churches with 
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ce fuperfluities, or not over rigid either in reviving obfolete 
‘‘-cuftoms, or impofing new, there would be far lefs caufe 
“of {chifm or fuperftition; and all the inconvenience 
‘¢ likely to enfue, would be but this, they fhould in fo do- 
“ing yield alittle to the imbecillity of their inferiours; a 
thing which Saint Paul would never have refufed todo. It 
‘6 is alike unlawful to make profeffion of known or fufpected 
‘“‘ falfhood, as to put in practife unlawful or fufpected 
‘¢ actions. The third thing I named for matter of f{chifm 
‘¢ was ambition, I mean epifcopal ambition ; one head of 
‘¢ which, is one bifhop’s claiming fupremacy over another, 
‘‘ which, as it hath been from time to time a great trefpafs 
‘¢ againft the church’s peace, fo it is now the final ruin of 
‘it. For they do but abufe themfelves and others, who 
‘© would perfwade us that Bifhops by Chrift’s inftitution have 
‘ any fuperiority over other men further than pofitive order 
‘Sapreed upon among Chriftians hath prefcribed. Time 
‘c hath taken leave, fometimes, to fix this name of Con- 
‘S VENTICLEs upon good and honeft meetings. Though 
“‘ open affemblies are required, yet, at all times while men 
‘¢ arereally pious, all meetings of men for mutual help of 
‘© piety and devotion, wherefoever, and by whomfoever, 
“celebrated, were permntted without exception. In times 
‘© of manifeft corruption and perfecution, wherein religious 
‘‘ affembling is dangerous, private meetings, howfoever be~ 
‘¢ fides publick order, are not onely lawful, but they are of 
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.neceflity and duty. All pious affemblies, in times of 
‘¢ perfecution and corruption, howfoever practifed, are indeed, 
‘Cor rather alone, the lawful congregations: and publick 
‘© affemblies, though according to form of law, are, indeed, 
“ nothing elfé but riots and conveENTIc.Es, if they be 
*¢ ftained with corruption and fuperftition.”” Do you not fee 
now, Mr. Bayes, that you needed not have gone {o far for 
a word, when you might have had it in the neighbourhood ? 
If there be any coherence left in your fcull, you cannot 
but perceive that I brought you authority enough to prove 
that /chi/m (for the reafon we may difcourfe another time) 
do’s at leaft rhime to #/m. But you havea peculiar delight 
and felicity (which no man envies you) in Scripture drollery; 
_ nothing lefs will tafte to’your palate, whereas otherwife you 
have travelled fo far in Italy, that you could not efcape the 
titles of fome books which would have ferved your turn as 
well, cardinali{m, nepotifm, putanifm, if you were in a 
paroxifm of the i/’s. 


When I had writ this, and undergone fo grateful a 
penance for no lefs than that I had tranfcribed before out of 
our author; I couldnot, upon comparing them both toge- 
ther, but refle@ moft ferioufly upon the difference of their 
two ways of difcourfing. I could not but admire that 
majefty and beauty which fits upon the forehead of maf- 
culine truth and generous honefty: but no lefs deteft the 
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deformity of falfhood difguifed in all its ornaments. How 
much another thing it isto hear him fpeak, that hath 
cleared himfelf from froth and growns, and who fuffers 
neither floth nor fear, nor ambition, nor any other tempt- 
ing fpirit of that nature to abufe him, from one, who, as 
Mr. Hales expreffeth it, makes Chriftianity lacquey to am- 
bition! how wretchedly the one, to uphold his fiétion, 
muft incite princes to perfecution and. tyranny, degrade 
grace to morality, debauch con{cience againft its own prin- 
ciples, diftort and mif-interpret the Scripture, fall the world 
with blood, execution, and maflacre; while the other needs 
and requires no more but a peaceable and unprejudicate 
foul, and the native fimplicity of a chriftian fpirit! and 
methinks, if our author had any fpark of virtue unextin- 
guifhed, he fhould, upon confidering thefe together, re~ 
tire into his clofet, and there lament and pine away for his 
defperate follie: for the difgrace he hath, as far as in him 
is, brought upon the Church of England by fuch an un- 
dertaking, and for the eternal fhame to which he has hereby 
condemned his own memory. 


I afk you heartily pardon, Mr. Bayes, for treating you 
againft decorum here, with fo much gravity. “Tis poffible 
I may not trouble you above once or twice more in the like 
nature; but fo often at Jeaft, I hope, one may, in the 


writing of a whole book, have leave to be ferious. Your 
S 2 next 


1432 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


next flower, and that indeed is a fweet one, ** Dear heart, 
how could I hug and kifs thee for all this love and {weet- 
nefs?” Fy, fy, Mr. Bayes, is this the language of a divine, 
and to be ufed, as you fometimes exprefs it, in the face 
of the fun? Who can efcape from thinking that you are 
adreamed of your Comfortable Importance? Thefe are (as 
the moral fatyrift calls them in the cleanlieft manner the 
thing would bear) ‘* words left betwixt the fheets :’ Some- 
body might take it ill that you fhould mifapply your court- 
fhip to an enemy. But inthe Roman empire it was the 
privilege of the hangman to deflour a virgin before execu- 
tion. But, fweet Mr. Bayes (for I know you do nothing 
without a precedent of fome of the greateft wits of the na- 
tion,) whofe example had you for this feeming tranfport of 
a gentler paffion? | 


Then comes ‘* Well fare poor Macedo for a modeft fool.” 
This I know is matter of Gazette, which is as canonical as 
Ecelefiaftical Policy. Therefore I have the lefs to fay to’t. 
Onely, I could wifh that there were fome feverer laws 
againft fuch villains who raife fo falfe and fcandalous reports 
of worthy gentlemen ; and that men might not be fuffered 
to walk the ftreets in fo confident a garb, who commit thofe 
affaflinates upon the reputation of deferving perfons. 


Here follows a fore charge: that the anfwerer had 
‘‘ without any provocation, ina publick and folemn way, 
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‘© undertaken the defence of the fanatick caufe.”” Here 
indeed, Mr. Bayes, you have reafon, and you might have 
had as juft a quarrel againft whofoever had undertaken it. 
For, your defign and hope was from the beginning, that no 
man would have anf{wered you in a publick and folemn way ; 
and nothing would vex a wife man, asyou are, more than 
to have his intention and counfel fruftrated. When you 
have ranged all your forces in battel, when you have placed 
your cannon, when you have founded a charge, and given 
the word to fall upon the whole party ; if you could then 
perfwade every particular perfon of them, that you gave 
him no provocation, I confefs, Mr. Bayes, this were an ex- 
cellent and a new way of your inventing, to conquer fingle, 
(‘tis your moral vertue) wholearmies. And fo the admiring 
drove might ftand gaping, till, one by one, you had cut 
all their throats. But, Mr. Bayes, I cannot difcern but that 
you gave him as much provocation in your firft book, as he 
has you in his Evangelical Love, Church Peace and Unity, 
which is the pretence of your iffuing this preface. 


For, having for your dear fake (befide many other 
troubles that I have undertaken, without your giving me 
any provocation) fought out and perufed that book too, I 
do not find you any where perfonally concerned, but as. 
you have, it feems upon fome conviction, affumed to your- 
felf {ome vices or errours againft which he {peaks in general, 
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and with fome modefty. But for the reft, you fay upon full 
perufal, ‘* you find not one fyllable to the purpofe befide 
“© a perpetual repetition of the old out worn ftory of un- 
© {criptural ceremonies, and fome frequent whinings, and 
‘¢ fometimes ravings, &c.”’ Now to fee the dulnefs of 
{ome mens capacities above others. I, upon this occafion, 
begun, I know not how it came, at page 127. and thence 
read on to the end of his book. And from thence I turned 
to the beginning and continued to page 127. and ¢ould 
not, all along, obferve any thing but what was very pertinent 
to the matter in hand. But this is your way of excufing 
yourfelf from replying to things that yet you will be med- 
ling with, and nibling at: and ’tis befides a pretty knack 
(the nonconformifts have it not alone) of frighting or dif- 
ccouraging fober people from reading thofe dangerous trea- 
tifes, which might contribute to their better information. I 
cannot but obferve, Mr. Bayes, this admirable way (like 
fat Sir John Falftaff’s fingular dexterity in finking) that 
you have of anfwering. whole books or difcourfes, how 
pithy and knotty foever, in a line or two, nay fometimes 
with a word. So it fares with this book of the anfwerer’s. 
So with a book or difcourfe of his, I know not, of the 
morality of the Lord’s Day; which is anfwered by a Septe- 
nary Portion in the Hebdomadal Revolution. So, whe- 
ther book or difcourfe I alfo know not of the felf-eviden-' 
cing light of the Scripture, where Bayes offers (and it feems 
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ftrange) to produce as good proofs for it out of the Alcoran. 
So I fhowed you where he anfwers demonftration with the 
lye. And one thing more comes into my mind; where, 
after he has blundered a great while to bring himfelf off the 
magiftrate’s exercifing the priefthood in his own perfon, he 
concludes with an irrefiftible defence againft his anfwerer: 
*‘ this is fuitable to the genius of his ingenuity, and be- 
¢¢ traies him as much as the word INTANGLEMENT,. which 
‘is the Shiboleth of all his writings.’’ So he defeats all 
the grofs bodies of orthodoxy with calling them fyftemes 
and fyntagmes. So you know he anfwers all the contro- 
verfial books of the Calvinifts that ever have been written, 
with the tale of Robin Hood, and the “ mighty bramble 
“on the fouth fide of the lake Leman.” Mr. Bayes, you 
cannot enough efteem and cherith this faculty. For, next 
to your fingle beating whole armies, I do not know any 
virtue that you have need of fo often, or that will upon. 
trial be found more ufeful. 


And to this fucceeds another flower, Tam fure, though 
Ican fcarce {mell out the fenfe of it. But it is printed in 
a diftiné ‘character, and that is always a certain fign of 
a flower. For our book-fellers have many arts to make us 
yield to their importunity : and among the reft, they pro- 
mife us, that it fhall be printed on fine paper, and ina very 
large and fair letter; that it fhall be very well examined that 
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there be no errata; that wherefoever there is a pretty con- 
ceit, it fhall be marked out in another character. But my 
greateft care was that when I quoted any fentence or word 
of our author’s, it might be fo difcernable, left I fhould 
go for a plagiary. And I am much offended to fee that in 
feveral places he hath not kept touch with me. The 
word of Mr. Bayes’s that he has here made notorious, 
is categoricalne/s: and I obferve that wherefoever there 
comes a word of that termination he fhows it the fame ho- 
nour; as if he had a mind to make Bayes acollar of xe/ffes. 
What the myftery is, I cannot fo eafily imagine; no 
more than of /biboleth and intanglement. But I doubt Mr. 
Bayes is fick of many complicated difeafes; or to keep to 
our rhime, fckzeffes. He is troubled not only with the 
ifmes but the neffes. He might, if he had pleafed, here 
too to have fhowed his wit, as he did in the others, and 
have told us of Sheernefs, Dongionefs, Innernefs, and Cath- 
nefs. But he might very well have omitted it in this place, 
knowing how well he had acquitted himfelf in another, and 
out of the Scripture too, which gives his wit the higheft 
relifh. °Tis page 72 of his firft book, where, to prove 
_ that the fruits of the Spirit are no more than morality, he 
quotes Saint Paul, Gal. 5. 22. where the Apoftle enume- 
rates them ; ‘‘ love, joy, peace, patience, gentlenefs, good- 
nefs, faith, meeknefs, and temperance:” but our author 
 granflates joy to chearfulne/s, peace to peaceablene/s, faith 
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to faithfulne/s. What ignorance, or rather, what forgery 
is this of Scripture and Religion? Who is there of the 
fy{tematical German, Geneva, orthodox Divines, but could 
have taught him better? who is there of the fober, intel- 
ligent, Epifcopal Divines of the Church of England, but 
would abhor this interpretation ? yet, when his anfwerer, I 
fee, objects this to him, page 200. Bayes, like a dextrous 
{cholaftical difputant, it being told him, that joy is not 
cheerfulnefs, but that ‘¢ fpiritual joy which is unfpeakable ;”’ 
that peace is not peaceablenefs in his fenfe, but ‘‘ that peace 
‘© of God which through Jefus Chrift is wrought in the 
“ hearts of believers by the Holy Ghoft;” and that faith in 
God is there intended, not faithfulnefs in our duties, trufts 
or offices: what does he doe? Page 337. he very ingenu- 
oufly and wifely, when he is toanfwer, quite forgets that 
faith was once named: and, having fuppreft that, as to the 
reft he wipes his mouth, and rubs his forehead, and faith 
the “cavil is but a little one, and the fortune of Cefar 
‘and the Roman Empire depend not upon it, and there- 
‘¢ fore he will not trouble the reader with a critical account 
‘‘ of the reafon of his tranflation.” No, don’t Mr. Bayes. 
Tis very well, let it alone. But, though not the fortunes 
of C#far and the Roman Empire, I doubt there is fome- 
thing more depends upon it, if it be matter of falvation. 
And I am afraid befides, that there may a curfe too belong 
to him who fhall knowingly add or diminifh in the Scripture. 

Vou. II. T Do 
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Do you think Bifhop Bramhall himfelf, if he had feen this, 
could have abftained (page 117 before quoted,) from telling 
our author, ‘* That the promifcuous licence given to people 
‘© qualified or unqualified, not only to read but to interpret 
‘© the Scriptures according to their private fpirits or parti- 
‘‘ cular fancies, without regard either to the analogy of faith, 
‘¢ which they underftand not, or to the interpretation of 
‘“¢ the doctors of former ages, is more prejudicial (I might 
‘¢ better fay) pernicious both to whole focieties, than the 
‘¢ over rigorous reftraints of the Romanifts.”’ 


The next isa piece of mirth, on occafion of fome dif- 
courfe of the anfwerer’s, about the morality of the Lord’s- 
day: where it feems he ufeth fome hard words, which I am 
naturally an enemy to; but might be done of purpofe to 
keep the controverfy from the white aprons, within the 
white furplices, to be more learnedly debated. But this 
fares no better than all the reft. There is no kind of mora- 
lity, I fee, but Bayes will try to debauch it: ‘* Oh- what 
‘© edifying doétrine, faith he, is this to the white-aprons! 
‘and doubtlefs they would, with the Jews, fooner roaft 
‘¢ themfelves, than a {mall joint of mutton upon the facred 
‘‘ day of reft.” Now I do not, neither, I believe, does 
Bayes himfelf know any of them that are thus fuperftitious. 
So that Mr. Bayes might, if he had pleafed, have {pared 
his gibing at that day, which hath more facrednefs in it by 
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far than many, nay than any of thofe things he pleads for. 
But when men are once adepsi and have attained Bayes his 
height, and “divinity” at leaft is ‘‘ rightly underftood,” they 
havea privilege, it feems, not only to play and make merry 
on the Sabbath day, but with it. 


After this I walked a great way through bufhes and 
brambles before I could find another ower: but then I met 
with two upon one ftalk; on occafion of his an{werer’s 
having faid fomething of the day of judgement when men 
fhould be accountable. ‘* Oh,” faith he, ** we fhall be fure 
‘‘to be accounted with at the day of .judgement;”’ and 
again, ‘ Ah fweet day! when thefe people of God thall 
“ence for all, to their unfpeakable comfort and fupport, 
‘¢ wreak their eternal revenge upon their reprobate enemies.” 
This puts me in mind of another expreflion of our author’s 
alluding too this way. ‘*’Tis an eafie matter by this dan- 
‘* cing and capering humour to perpetuate all the controver- 
“‘ fies in the world, how plainly foever determinable, to 
« the coming of Elias: and after this rate fhall the bar- 
S ber’s bafon remain Mambrino’s helmet; and the afs’s 
‘¢ pannel a furniture for the great horfe, till the day of judge- 
‘¢ ment.”” Now, good Mr. Bayes, I am one that defire 
to be very well refolved in thefe things; and though 
mot much indeed, yet I attribute fomething to your 
judgement. Pray tell us in good earneft, what you think 
= | T 2 : of 
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of thefe things, that we may know how to take our 
meafure of living accordingly. For, if indeed there be 
no judgement, no account for what is done here below, I 
have loft a great deal of precious time, that I might have 
injoyed in one of the fruits of your fpirit, that is chearful- 
nefs. How many good jefts have I balked, even in writing 
this book, left I fhould be brought to anfwer for every pro- 
fane and idle word! how frequent opportunities have I mift 
in my life of geniality and pleafure, and fulfilling nature 
in all its ends! how have you frighted the magiftrate in vain, 
from exercifing his uncontroulable ecclefiaftical power, 
with the fear of an after-reckoning to God Almighty! and 
how have you, page 238, defeated the obligatory force of 
all his laws, and fet his fubjects at liberty from all obliga- 
tions to the duty of obedience! for they lie under no ob- 
ligation, you fay then, but of prudence and {elf-intereft. 
But unlefs there hath been fome error in our education, and 
we have been feafoned with ill books at firft, fo that we 
‘can never lofe the impreffion, there is fome fuch matter, 
and the governor had reafon, when he trembled to hear. 
Saint Paul difcourfing of that fubje&. The fanatical book. 
of martyrs (for we will not with fome call the Bible {o) tells. 
us fome old ftories of perfons that have been cited by fome 
of them to appear at fuchaday, and that by dying at the. 
fame prefixed, they have faved their reconnoiffances. And. 
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in the Scotch hiftory we read of a great cardinal that was fo 
fummoned by poor Mr. Guichard, and yet could not help 
it, but he muft take that long and fad journey of death to 
an{wer at the grand aflizes. If therefore there be fucha — 
thing, I would not for fear, and if there be not, yet I 
would not for good luck fake, fet that terrible day at defi- 
ance, or make too merry with it. ’Tis poflible that the 
nonconformifts many of them may be too cenforious of 
others, and too confident of their own integrity. Others 
of them are more temperate, and perhaps deftitute of all 
humane redrefs againft their fufferings: fome of thofe make 
rafh challenges, and the other juft appeals to appear at that 
dreadful tribunal. Inthe mean time, ’tis not for you to be 
both the enemy and their judge. Much lefs does it befit you, 
becaufe perhaps they {peak too fillily or demurely of it, or 
too braveing and confidently, therefore to make a mere 
mockery of the whole bufinefs of that fupreme judge and ju— 
dicature. And one thing I will fay more, though flighter ; 
that, though I am not fo far gone as Campanella was in the 
efficacy of words, and the magick of the face, and pronun- 
ciation, yet I marked how your anfwerer look’d when he 
fpoke of the day of judgement. Very gravely, I affure 
you, and yet without any deprefling or exalting his fuper- 
ciliums: and I have moft often obferved that ferious words 
have produced ferious effedts.. 


I have: 
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I have, by this time methinks, gather'd enough: nor are 
there many more left, unlefs I fhould go fora flower to the 
dunghill, which, he faith, ‘is his only magazine.” And 
this being an expreffion which he has feveral times ufed (for 
no nonconformift repeats fo often) Ecannot but remark, that 
befides his natural talent, Mr. Bayes hath been very induf- 
trious, and neglected no opportunity of acquiring a per- 
fection of railing. For this is a phrafe borrowed froma 
modern author lately dead, and I fuppofe Bayes had given 
him a bond for repayment at the day that he {poke of fo 
lately. 


There are indeed feveral others at which I am forced to 

ftop my nofe. For by the fmell, any man may difcern they 
grew upon aranker foil than that on the fouth-fide of the 
Lake Lemane, even upon the the bank of the Thames in 
the meadow of Billingsgate: as that of the lye, which, he 
faith, no gentleman, much lefs a divine, ought to put up. 
Now if this were to be tryed by a court martial of the bro- 
thers of the blade, ’tis to be confidered whether it were 
the down-right lye, or whether it were only the lye by in- 
terpretation. For in the difputes of the fchools there is no- 
thing more ufual. than 4oc eff verum, hoc ef falfum- 
But this pafles without any blemifh of honour on either fide, 
and fo far it is from any obligation to a challenge ora duel, 


that it never comes to be decided, fo much as by the ftudy 
| | door 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 143 


door key. But guod reftat probandum does the bufinefs 
without demanding other fatisfaction. Then, if it were the 
down-right lye, it is to be examined who gave the lye 
firft: for that alters the cafe. And laft of all (but which 
is indeed upon a quarrel the leaft material point, yet, too, it 
comes under fome confideration) which of the two was 
in the right, and which of them {poke truth, and which 
lyed. Thefe are all things to be difcuffed in their proper 
places. For I do not obferve that the anfwerer gave Bayes” 
the down-right lye. But I find that Bayes gave him the 
lye firft in terms. And as to the truth of the things con- 
troverted and alledged, there needs no more than the depo- 
fitions that I formerly tranfcribed concerning Bayes his own | 
words. But all this is only a fcene out of Bayes his re- 
hearfal. 

Villain, thou left, : 
——4rm, arm, Valerio army, 


The lie no flefo can bear Itrow. 


And then as to the fuccefs of the combate, 


——They fly > they fly 
Who firft did give the lie. 
For that of caitife, and other provocations that are pro- 
per for the fame court, I will not meddle further. And for. 


the being paf grace and fo paft mercy; 1 fhall only obferve 
that 
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that the church of England is much obliged to Mr. Bayes, 
for having proved that nonconformity is the fin againft the 
Holy Ghoft. 


There remains but one flower more that I have a mind 
to. But that indeed is a rapper. ”Tis a flower of the 
fun, and might alone ferve both for a ftaff and a nofegay 
for any nobleman’s porter. ‘‘ Symbolicalnefs is the very - 
<¢ effence of paganifm, fuperftition, and idolatry. They will 
‘and ought fooner to broil in Smithfield, than fubmit to 
‘¢ fuch abominations of the ftrumpet and the beaft. ’Tis— 
‘¢ the very potion wherewith the fcarlet whore made drunk . 
“‘ the kings of the earth. Heliogabalus and Bifhop Bonner 
“loved it like clary and eggs, and always made it their 
<¢ morning’s-draught upon burning days ; and itis not to be 
‘*¢ doubted but the feven vials of wrath that were to be poured 
‘‘ out upon the nations of the earth under the reign of 
«© Antichrift, were filled with fymbolical extra&s and {pi- 
< sits :’? with more fuch ftuff which I omit. This I confefs 
a pretty pofy for the nofe of fuch a divine. Dodéor Baily’s 
romance of the Wall-flower had nothing comparable to’t. 
And I queftion, whether, as well as Mr. Bayes loves prefer- 
ment, yet though he had lived in the primitive church, he 
would not, as Heliodorus Bifhop of Triffa, I take it, that 
renounced his bifhoprick rather than his title to the Hiftory 
of Theagenes and Chariclia, have done in like manner: nay, 


and 
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and have delivered up his Bible too into the bargain, before 
he would quit the honour of fo excellent a piece of drollery. 
This is furely the bill of fare, not at the Ordination-dinner 
at the Nag’s-head, but of the Excufation-dinner at the 
Cock ; and never did divine make fo good chear of Owen’s 
Peas-porridge and Scripture. Good Mr. Bayes, or Mr. 
Thunder, or Mr. Cartwright (not the nonconformift Cart- 
wright that was you fay (as fome others too of your acquaint- 
ance) converted: but the Player in the Rehearfal) this 
Divinity I doubt was the Bacchus of your thigh, and not 
the Pallas of your brain. 


Here it is that after fo great an excefs of wit, he thinks 
fit to take a julep and refettle his brain, and the government. 
He grows as ferious as ‘tis poflible for a madman, and pre- 
tends to fum up the whole ftate of the controverfie with the 
nonconformifts. And to be fure he will make the ftory as 
plaufible for himfelf as he may: but therefore it was that I 
have before fo particularly quoted and bound him up with his 
own words as faft as fuch a Proteus could be pinioned. For 
he is as waxen as the firft matter, and no form comes amifs 
tohim. Every change of pofture does either alter his opi- 
nion or vary the expreflion by which we fhould judge of it: 
and fitting he is of one mind, and ftanding of another. 
Therefore I take myfelf the lefs concerned to fight with a 
windmill like Quixote ; or to whip a gig as boys do, or with 

Vou. II. : U | the 
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the lacqueys at Charing-Crofs or Lincolns-Inn-Fields to play 
at the Wheel of Fortune, left I fhould fall into the hands of 
my Lord Chief Juftice, or Sir Edmond Godfroy. The 
truth is in fhort, and let Bayes make more or lefs of it if he 
can ; Bayes had at firft built up fuch a ftupendous magiftrate, 
as never was of God’s making. He had put all princes upon. 
the rack to ftretch them to his dimenfion. And, as a 
ftraight line continued grows a circle, he had given them fo 
_ infinite a power, that it was extended unto impotency. For 
though he found it not, till it was too late in the caufe ; yet 
he felt it all along (which is the underftanding of brutes) in 
the effect. For, hence it is that he fo aften complains, that 
princes knew not aright that fupremacy over con{ciences, to 
which they were fo lately, fince their deferting the church 
of Rome, reftored. That in moft nations government was 
not rightly underftood, and many expreflions of that nature: 
Whereas indeed the matter is, that princes have always found 
that uncontroulable government over conscience to be both 
unfafe and unpracticable. He had run himfelf here to a 
{tand, and perceived that there was a God, there was Scrip- 
ture; the magiftrate himfelf had a confcience, and muft 
‘take care that he did not injoin things apparently evil.” 
Being at a {top here,. he would therefore try how he could 
play the broker on the fubjects fide: and no pimp did ever 
enter into ferioufer difputation to vitiate an innocent virgin, 
than he to debauch their confciences. And to harden their 

5 unpractifed 
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unpractifed modefty, he imboldens them by his own 
example, fhewing them the experiment upon his own con- 
{cience firft. But after all, he finds himfelf again at the 
fame ftand here, and is run up to the wall by an angel : 
God, and Scripture, and confcience will not let him go 
further: but he owns, that if the magiftrate injoins things 
apparently evil, the fubjeét may have liberty to remonftrate. 
What fhall he do then ? for it. is too glorious an enterprize 
to be abandoned at the firft rebuffe. Why, he gives us a 
new tranflation of the Bible, and a new commentary. He 
faith, that tendernefs of confcience might be allowed in a 
church to be conftituted, not in a church conftituted al- 
ready. That tendernefs of confcience and fcandal are ig- 
norance, pride and obftinacy. He faith, the nonconfor- 
mifts fhould communicate with him till they have clear evi- 
dence that itis evil. This is a civil way indeed of gaining 
the queftion, to perfwade men that are unfatisfied, to be 
fatisfied till they be diffatisfied. He threatens, he rails, he 
_jeers them, if it were poffible, out of all their confciences 
and honefty; and finding that will not do, he calls out 
the magiftrate, tells him, thefe men are not fit to live, 
there can be no fecurity of government while they are in 
being: bring out the pillories, whipping-pofts, galleys, 
rods and axes, (which are ratio ultima cleri, a cletgyman’s 
laft argument, ay, and his firft too:) and pull in pieces all 
the trading corporations, thofe nefts of faction and fedition. 

U 2 | This 
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This is a faithful account of the fum and intention of al} 
his undertaking, for which I confefs, he was as picked a — 
man as could have been employed or found out in a whole © 
kingdom: but it is fo much too harda tafk for any man 
to atchieve, that no goofe but would grow giddy with it. 


For whereas he reduces the whole controverfie to a mat- 
ter of two or three fymbolical ceremonies (and if there be 
nothing elfe, more the fhame of thofe that keep fuch a 
pudder) it is very well worth obferving how he hath behaved 
himfelf, and how come off in this difpute. It feems 
that the conformifts define a facrament to be an outward 
vifible fign of an inward fpiritual grace. It feems the fa- 
craments are ufually called in the Greek Symbolz. It 
. feems further that fome of the nonconformifts, under the 
name therefore of fymbolical ceremonies, difpute the law- 
fulnefs of thofe that are by our church injoyned, whereby 
the nonconformifts can only intend that thefe ceremonies 
are fo applyed, as if they were of a facramental nature and 
inftitution, and that therefore they are unlawful. Our au- 
thor’s anfwerer handling this argument, does among other 
things make ufe of a pertinent paflage in Saint Auftin, 
Signa cum ad res divinas pertinent Sacramenta appellantur. 
What does Mr. Bayes in this cafe? for it went hard with 
him. Why, as good luck would have it, not being wil- 
ling that fo great a politician, to the irreparable damage 
of the church, fhould yet be deftroy ed, J. O. hadforgot 


to 
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to quote the book and page. Now though you fend a man 
the length of your weapon, and name your fecond ;,. yet 
Mr. Bayes being, as you fee often, admirably read in. the 
Jaws of duelling, knew that unlefs the time and place be 
appointed, there is no danger. He faith therefore, page 
452 of his fecond book, that he ‘* fhould have advan- 
“tage on his fide, if he fhould lay odds with him, that 
‘© there is no fuch paflage in all the volumes of Saint Auftin.” 
But however, that it is neither.civil.nor ingenious to trouble | 
him with fuch objections, as- he cannot anfwer without read- 
ing over eight or ten large volumes in folio. It was too much. 
to expect from one.of fo-much bufinefs,. good Auguftulus :: 


Quum tot fuftineas SP tanta negotia folus ; 
Res facras armis tuteris, moribus ornesy, 


Legibus emendes 


Which may be thus tranflated:* when’ you alone have the 
ceremonies to defend with whipping-pofts, rods and axes ;- 
when you have. grace to turn into morality ; when you. 
have the a& of oblivion and indemnity and the ecclefia- 
ftical declaration of. March: to tear in pieces;. it were un- 
reafonable and too much to the damage of the publick to put 
- you in fuch an imployment. I afk your pardon, . Mr. Bayes, 
for this paraphrafe and. digreflion: for I perceive I am even 
hardned in my Latine, and am prone to ufe it without fear. 
or reverence. But, Mr. Bayes, there might have been. a 
| remedy 
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remedy for this, had you pleafed. Where then were all 


your leaf-turners ? a fort of poor readers ‘‘ you as well as 
_“ Bithop Bramhall ought to have fome reverence for,” having - 
made fo much ufe of them to gather materials for your 
ftructures and fuperftructures. I cannot be perfudded, for 
all this, but that he knows it well enough, the paflage 
being fo remarkable in itfelf, and fo dirtyed with the non- 
conformifts thumbs, that he could not poflibly mifs it: and 
I doubt he does but laugh at me now when, to fave hima 
labour, I tell him in the fimplicity of my heart, that even 
I myfelf met with it in Ep. 5ta ad Marcellinum, and the 
words thefe, Wimis autem longum eff convenienter difputare 
de varietate fignorum que cum ad res divinas pertinent Sacra- 
— menta appellantur. But whether there be fuch a place or 
no, he hath no mind that his anfwerer fhould make ufe of 
it: norof the fchoolmen, whom before he had owned 
for the authors of the church of England’s divinity ; but 
would bind up the anfwerer to the law only and the gofpel. 
And now Mr. Bayes faith he will be of the {choolmens opi- 
nion as long as they /peak fenfe and no longer, (and fo I be- 
lieve of Saint Auftin’s) that is to fay, fo long as they will 
_ferve his turn: for all politicians fhake men off when they 
have no more ufe of them, or find them to thwart the de- 
fign. But, Mr. Bayes, why may not your anf{werer or any 
man elfe quote St. Auftin, as well as you:may the Scrip- 
‘tures? Iam fure there is lefs danger of perverting the place, 
or 
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er of mifinterpretation. And though perhaps a noncon- 
formift may value the authority of the Bible above that of 
the Fathers; yet the Welch have a proverb, that the Bible 
and a {tone do well together: meaning perhaps, that if one 
mifs the other will hit. You, that are a duellift, know 
how great a bravery it is to gain your enemy’s fword, and 
that there is no more home-thruft in difputation, than the 
Argumentum ad hominem. So that if: your adverfary fell 
upon you with one of.your own fathers, it was gallantly 
done on his part ; and no lefs wifely on yours to fence in 
this manner, and ufe all your fhifts to put it by. For you” 
“too, Mr. Bayes, do know, no man better, that it is not 
at all times fafe nor honourable to be of a Father’s opinion. 


Having efcaped this danger, he grows, nor can I blame. 
him, exceeding merry; and infults heavily over /ymbolical 
| wherefoever he meets with it, for in his anfwerer I find it 
not. But wherefoever it was it ferves to good purpofe. For 
no man would imagine that he could have received fo uni- 
verfal a defeat, and appear in fo good humour. A terri- 
ble difputant he is, when he has fet up an hard word to be 
his opponent ; tis a very wholefome thing he knows, and 
prolongs life: for all the while he can keep up this ball . 
he may decline the queftions But the poor word is fure to 
be mumbled and mow/led' to purpofe, and to be made. an. 
example. ‘But Jet us, with Mr. Bayes his leave, examine 


the. 
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the thing for once a little clofer. The nonconformifts, as 
I took notice before, do objeé to fome of the rites of the 
church of England, under the name of fymbolical or fignifi- 
cant ceremonies. They obferve the church of England does, 
in the difcourfe of ceremonies printed before the Common 
Prayer Book, declare that the retaining of thofe cere- 
monies, is not onely ‘‘as they ferve for decent order and 
‘< godly difcipline ; but as they are apt to ftir up the dull 
‘¢ mind of man to the remembrance of his duty to God, 
“by fome fpecial and notable fignificancy, whereby he may 
‘“‘ be edified.”” They further obferve the church of Eng- | 
land’s definition of a facrament: that it is ‘* an out- 
“ward vifible fign of an inward fpiritual grace.” They 
find thefe ceremonies, fo conftituted, impofed upon them 
by authority; and moreover, according to our author’s 
principle, made a new part of the divine law. They 
therefore quarrel and except againft thefe under the notion 
of facraments, and infift that the church is not impowered 
to inftitute fuch ceremonies under fuch obligations and pe- 
nalties as they are impofed. Or, if you will, inftead of 
church you may fay rather the magiftrates: for as much 
as our author hath pro hac vice delivered the keys and the 
whole power of the houfe into his hands. 


Now the author having got them at this lock, crys 
victory. Nothing lefs will ferve him than a three days 
triumph 
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triumph, as if he had conquered Europe, Afia, and Africa, 
and let him have a fourth day added, if he pleafe, over the 
Terra Incognita of Geneva. There is no end of his often- 
tation and pageantry: and the dejected nonconformifts fol- 
low the wheels of his chariot, to be led afterwards to the 
prifon and there executed. He had faid page 446 of his 
fecond book, ‘ Here Cartwright begun his objection, and 
“«¢ here he was immediately checked in his career by Whit- 
“¢ gift” (you might, Mr. Author, for refpeét fake have called 
him at leaft Mr. if not Archbifhop Whitgift) ‘* who told him 
“plainly, he.could not be ignorant that to the making of 
‘Ca facrament, befides the external element, there is re- 
“¢ quired a commandment of God in his word that it 
‘‘ fhould be done, and a promife annexed to it, whereof 
‘¢ the facrament is afeal.” And in purfuance hereof, page 
447, our author faith, ‘‘ Here then I fix my foot, and dare 
«¢ him to his teeth, to prove that any thing can be capable 
*¢ of the nature or office of facraments that is not eftablifhed 
‘‘ by divine inftitution and upon promife of divine accep- 
“© tance.” Upon the confidence of this argument ’tis that 
he Hectors and Achillezes all the nonconformifts out of the 
pit in this preface. This is the fword that was confecrated 
firft upon the altar, and thence prefented to the champions 
of the church in all ages. This is that with which Arch- 
bifhop Whitgift gave ‘* Cartwright his death’s wound: and 
«¢ Jaid the puritan reformation a gafping.” This is the wea- 
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pon wherewith Mafter Hooker ‘gained thofe lafting and 
“¢ eternal trophies over that baffled caufe.”” This is that with 
which Bifhop Bramhall “ wrought thofe wonderful things 
‘¢ that exceeded all belief.” This hath been tranfmitted fuc- 
_ceffively to the writer of the Friendly Debate, and to this 
our author. It is in conclufion the Curtana of our church. 
°Tis fir Salomon’s {word ; cock of as many men as it hath 
been drawn again{ft. Woe worth the man that comes in 
the way of fo dead-doing a tool, and when wielded with the 
arm of fuch a Scanderbeg as our author. ‘The nonconform- 
- ifts had need defire a truce to bury their dead. Nay, there 
are none left alive to defire it: but they are flain every 
mother’s fon of them. Yet perhaps they are but ftounded 
and may revive again. For I do not {ee all this while, that 
any of them have written, as a great Prelate of ours, a book 
of Seven Sacraments ; or attempted to prove that thofe fym- 
bolical ceremonies are indeed facraments. Nothing lefs. 
‘Tis that which they moft labour againft, and they com- 
plain that thefe things fhould be impofed on them with fo 
high penalty, as want nothing of a facramental nature but 
divine inftitution. And becaufe an humane inftitution is 
herein made an equal force to a divine inftitution, therefore 
it is that they are aggrieved. All that they mean, or could 
mean, as far as J or any man can perceive, is only that thefe 
ceremonies are a kind of anti-facraments, and fo obtruded 


‘upon the church, that without condefcending to thefe ad- 
| ae ditional 
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ditional inventions, no man is to be admitted to partake of 
the true facraments which were of Chrift’s appointing. 
For, without the fign of the crofs, our church will not 
receive any one to haptifm ; as alfo without kneeling no 
man is fuffered to come to.the communion. So that me-. 
thinks, our author and his partners have wounded them- 
felves only with this argument: and have had as little occa- 
fion here to fing their Je Dewys’s, as the Roman Emperour 
had to triumph over the ocean, becaufe he had gathered 
periwinkles and {callop fhells on the beach. For the author 
may transform their reafonings as oft.as he pleafes (even as 
oft as he doth his own, or the Scriptures:) but this is indeed 
their fort, out of which I do not fee they are likely to be 
beat with all our author’s cannon: that no fuch new condi- 
tions ought to be impofed upon Chriftians by a lefs than. 
divine authority, and unto which if they do not fubmit, 
though againft their confciences, they fhall therefore be de- - 
prived of communion with the church. And I wonder that 
our author ** could not obferve any thing in the difcourfe of 
‘¢ Evangelical Love, that was to the purpofe, befide a per- 
‘¢ petual repetition,” of the outworn ftory of unfcriptural 
ceremonies, and a peculiar uncouthnefs and obfcurity of 
{tile ; when as this plea is there for fo many pages diftin@ly 
and vigoroufly infifted:on.° For it isa childifh thing (how 
high foever our author magnifies himfelf in this way of 
reafoning) either to demand from the nonconformiifts a pat- 
X 2 tern 
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tern of their worfhip from the Scripture, who affec& therein 
a fimplicity, free from all exterior circumftances, but fuch 
as are natural or cuftomary : or elfe to require of them fome 
particular command againft the crofs, or kneeling, and fuch’ 
like ceremonies, which in the time of the Apoftles, and 
many ages after, were never thought of. But therefore 
general and applicable rules of Scripture they urge as direc- 
tions to the confcience ; unto which our author gives ‘no 
fatisfactory folution, but by fuperfeding and extinguifhing 
the confcience, or expofing it to the fevereft penalties. But! 
here I fay then is their-main exception ; that things indif- 

ferent, and that have no proper fignature, or fignificaney to 
that purpofe, fhould by command be made neceflary condi- 
tions of church-communion. I have many times withed, for 
peaceablenefs-fake, that they had a greater latitude; but if, 

unlefs they fhould ftretch their confciences till they tear 
again, they cannot conform, what remedy? For I mutt 
confefs that Chriftians have a better right and title to the 
church, and to the ordinances of God there, than the au- 
thor hath to his furplice. And that right is fo undoubted and’ 


ancient, that it is not to be innovated upon by humane re- 
{trictions and capitulations.. 


Bifhop Bramhall, page 141, faith, * I do profefs to all 
‘the world, that the transforming of indifferent opinions. 
“‘inta neceflary articles of faith, hath. been that ix/ana 


© Jaurusy. 
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“¢ Jgurus, or curfed bay-tree, the caufe of all our-brawling 
‘¢ and contention.” That which he faw in matter of doc- 
trine he would not difcern in difcipline ; whereas this among. 
us, the transforming of things, at beft indifferent, into 
neceflary points of pra@tice, hath been of as ill confequence. 
And (to reform a little my ferioufnefs) I thall not let this 
pafs without taking notice that you, Mr. Bayes, being the 
moft extravagant perfon in this matter that ever I heard of, 
as Ihave fhown you are mad, and fo the infana laurus; fo. 
I wifh you may not prove “ that curfed bay-tree too,” as the 
Bifhop tranflates it. If you had thought of this, perhaps 
we might have miffed both the Bithop’ s book and your pre-~ 
face ; for you fee that fometimies no man hath a worle friend 
than he brings from home. 


Tt is true, and very pioufly done, that our church does 
declare that the kneeling at the Lord’s Supper i is not injoined 
for adoration of thofe elements, and concerning the other 
ceremonies as before. But the Romanifts (from whom we 
have them, and who faid of old, we would come to feed 
on their meat as well as eat of their porridge) do offer us 
here many a fair declaration, and diftin@ion in very weighty 
matters, to which neverthelefs. the confcience of our church 
hath not complyed. But in this particular matter of kneel- 
ing, which came in firft with the doctrine of tranfubftan- 
tiation, the Romifh church do reproach us with flat ido-. 

latry, 
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Jatry, in that we not believing the real prefence in the bread 
and wine, do yet pay to fomething or other the fame ado- 
ration. Suppofe the ancient pagans had declared to the 
primitive Chriftians, that the offering of fome grains of in-. 
cenfe was only to perfume the room, or that the-delivering: 
up of their Bibles, was but for preferving the book more 
carefully ; do you think the Chriftians would have, pallia- 
ted fo far, and colluded with their confciences ?-. Men: are 
too prone to err on that hand. In the laft king’s time, 
{ome eminent perfons of our clergy made an open defection 
to the church of Rome. One, and he yet certainly a pro- 
teftant, and that hath deferved well of that caufe, writ the 
book of Seven Sacraments. One in the church at prefent, 
though certainly no lefs a proteftant, could not abftain from 
arguing the Holinefs of Lent; Door Thorndike, lately | 
dead, left for hisepitaph, Hic jacet corpus Herberti Thorn- 
dike Prabendarij hujus Ecclefie, qui vivus veram Reformaté 
Ecclefiea rationem &F modum precibus fludiifque profequeba- 
tur, and neverthelefs he adds, Tu Leéfor requiem ci & 
beatam in Chrifto refurre€tionem precare. Which thing I 
do thus fparingly fet down, only to fhew the danger of in-. 
ventive piety; and if men come once to add new devices 
to the Scripture, how eafily they flide on into fuperftition. 
Therefore, although the church do ‘confider herfelf fo 
much as not to alter her mode unto the fancy of others, 
yet I cannot fee why fhe ought to exclude thofe from com- 


munion, 
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munion, whofe weaker confciences cannot for fear of {can- 
dal ftep further. For the nonconformifts, as to thefe de- 
clarations of our church againft the reverence to the crea- 
tures of bread and wine, and concerning the other ceremo- 
nies as before, will be ready to think they have as good a plea 
as that fo much commended by our author againft the 
claufe, ‘¢ That whofoever fhould affirm the Wednefday 
<< faft to be impofed with an intention to bind the confci- 
“© ence,” fhould be punifhed “ like the fpreaders of falfe 
“news; which is, faith a learned prelate, plainly to them 
‘¢ that underftand it, to evacuate the whole law. For all 
<¢ human power being derived from God, and bound upon 
‘“‘ our confciences by his power, not by man, he that faith 
66 it fhall not bind the confcience, faith it fhall be no law, 
‘it fhall have no authority from God, and then it hath 
‘© none at all; and if it be not tyed upon the confcience, 
‘then to break it is no fin, and then to keep it is no 
‘duty. So thata law without fuch an intention is a con- 
“ tradidtion. It is a law only which binds if we pleafe, 
‘© and we may obey when we have a mind to it, and to fo 
“© much we are tyed before the conftitution. _ But then if 
“by fuch a declaration it was meant, that te keep fuch 
‘“< fafting days was no part of a direct commandment from 
‘© God, that is, God had not required them by himfelf 
“ immediately, and fo it was abftracing from that law no 
‘‘ duty evangelical, it had been below the wifdom of the 

“* contrivers 
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- <¢ contrivers of it; no man pretends it, no man faithit, no 
“¢ man thinks it, and they might as well have declared that 
<¢ that law was none of the ten commandments.” Page sg 


of his farft book. 


So much pains does that learned prelate of his take (who- 
ever he was) to provea whole parliament of England cox- 
combs. Now I fay that thofe Ecclefiaftical Laws, with 
fuch declarations concerning the ceremonies by them in- 
joined, might, mutatis mutandis, be taxed upon the fame 
topick. But I love not that tafk, and fhall rather leave it 
to Mr. Bayes to paraphrafe his learned prelate. For he is 
very good at correcting the impertinence of laws and law- 
givers, and though this work indeed be not for his turn at 
prefent, yet it may be for the future. And I have heard a 
good engineer fay, that he never fortified any place fo, but 
that he referved a feeble point, by which he knew how to 
take it, if there were occafion. 


I know a medicine for Mr. Bayes his hiccough (it is but 
naming J. O.) but I cannot tell certainly, though I havea 
fhrewd guefs, what is the caufe of it. For indeed all his 
arguments are fo abrupt and fhort, that I cannot liken them 
better, confidering too that frequent and perpetual repeti- 
tion. Such as this, “ Why may not the fovereign power 
‘<¢ beftow this priviledge upon ceremony, and cuftom, by 
«¢ virtue of its prerogative? What greater immorality is 

there 
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*¢ thete in them when determined by the command and in- 
“¢ flitution of the prince, than when by the confent and in- 
*¢ ftitution of the people?” This the tap-lafh of what he 
faid, page 100. ‘ When the civil magiftrate takes upon 
*¢ him to determine any particular forms of outward wor- 
*¢ fhip, tis of no worfe confequence than if he fhould go 
« about to define the fignification of all words ufed in the 
“‘ worfhip of God.” And page 108 of his firft book. ‘* So 
‘s¢ that all the magiftrates power of inftituting fignificant 
“<¢ ceremonies, &c. can be no more ufurpation upon the con- 
“© screncEs of men, than if the fovereign authority fhould | 
‘‘take upon itfelf, as fome princes have done, to define 
‘© the fignification of words.”” And afterwards: ‘ the fame 
‘‘ sefture and actions are indifferently capable of fignifying 
‘t either honour or contumely ; and fo words; and therefore 
“ ’tis neceflary their fignification fhould be determined, &c.”’ 
°Tis all very well worth reading. Page 441 of his fecond 
book. «’Tis no other ufurpation upon their fubjeé&s con- 
‘¢ fciences than if he fhould take upon him to refine their 
‘¢ language, and determine the proper fignification of all - 
‘¢ phrafes imployed in divine worfhip, as well as in trades, 
*‘ arts and fciences.”’ Page 461 of the fame: ‘* Once we 
‘¢ will fo far gratifie the tendernefs of their confciences and 
‘¢ curiofity of their fancies, as to promife never to afcribe any 
“ other fignificancy to things than what himfelf is here con- 
‘* tent to beftow upon words.” And 462 of the fame. ‘So 
Vou. II. Y s¢ that 
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‘“‘ that you fee, my comparifon between the fignification of 
‘¢ words and ceremonies ftands firm as the pillars of the earth, 
‘© and the foundations of our faith.” Mr. Bayes might, I 
fee, have {pared Sir Salomon’s {word of the divine inftitution 
of the facraments. Here is the terriblef{t weapon in all his 
armory; and therefore I perceive, referved by our duellift 
for the laft onfet. And, Iwhoam a great well wifher to the 
pillars of the earth, or the eight elephants, left we fhould 
have an earthquake; and much more a fervant to the king’s 
prerogative, left we fhould all fall into confufion ; and 
perfectly devoted to the foundations of our faith, left we 
fhould run out into popery or paganifm; have no heart to 
this encounter: left if I fhould prove that the magiftrates 
abfolute unlimited and uncontroulable power doth not ex- 
tend to define the fignification of all words, I fhould there- 
by not only be the occafion of all thofe mifchiefs menti- 
oned, but which is of far more difmal importance, the lofs 
of two or three fo fignificant ceremonies. But though I 
therefore will not difpute againft that flower of the princes 
crown, yet I hope that without doing much harm, I may 
obferve that for the moft part they left it to the people, and 
feldome themfelves exercifed it. And even Auguftus Cefar, 
though he was fo great an emperour, and fo valiant a man 
in his own perfon, was ufed to fly from a new word though 
it were fingle, as ftudioufly as a mariner would avoid a 


rock for fear of {plitting. The difference of one fyllable 
. 4 in 
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in the fame word hath made as confiderable a controverfy 
as moft have been in the church, betwixt the Aomoufians 
and the Aomotoufians. One letter in the name of deans 
in Languedoc, one party calling them faves, and the other 
haves; as the tranfpofition only of a letter another time 
in the name of a goat, by fome called crase, and by 
others cabre, was the lofs of more mens lives than the dif- 
tinguifhing but by an afpiration in /biboleth upon the like oc- | 
cafion. So that if a man would be learnedly impertinent, 
he might enlarge here to fhew that ’tis as dangerous to take 
a man by the tongue, as a bear by the tooth.. And had Ia 
mind to play the politician, like Mr. Bayes, upon fo plea- 
fant and copious a fubject, I would demonftrate that though 
the impofition of ceremonies hath bred much mifchief in 
the world, yet (fhall I not venture too upon one word once. 
for a tryal) fuch a penetration or tranfubftantiation of lan- 
guage would throw all into rebellion and anarchy, would 
fhake the crowns of all princes, and reduce the world into 
a fecond Babel. Therefore, Mr. Bayes, I doubt you were 
not well advifed to make fo clofe an analogy betwixt impo- 
fing of fignificant words and fignificant ceremonies: for I 
fear the argument may be improved againft you, and that 
princes finding that of words fo impracticable, and of ill 
confequence, will conclude that of ceremonies to be no lefs 
pernicious. And the nonconformifts (who are great traders, 
om know, in Scripture, and therefore thrown out of the 
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temple) will be certainly on your back. For they will ap- 
propriate your pregnant text of *¢ let all things be done de- 
‘¢ cently and in order,’’ to preaching or praying in an un- 
known tongue, which fuch an impfiotion of words would 
be: and then, to keep you to your fimilitude, they. will 
{ay too that yours are all Latine ceremonies, and the con- 
gregation does not underftand them. But were not this do- 
minion of words fo dangerous (for how many millions of 
‘men did it coft your Roman Empire to attain it!) yet it was 
very unmannerly in you to aflign to princes, who have 
enough befide, fo mean a trouble. When you gave them 
leave to exercife the priefthood in perfon, that was fome-. 
thing to the purpofe ; that was both honourable, and fome- 
thing belongs to it that would have helped to bear the. 
charge. But this mint of words will never quit coft, nor 
pay for the coynage. ‘This is fuch a drudgery, that rather 
than undergo it, I dare fay, there is no prince but would. © 
refign to you fo pedantical a fovereignty. I cannot. but 
think how full that prince’s head. muft be of proclamations. 
For, if he publifhed but once a proclamation to that pur- 
pofe, he muft forthwith fet out another to f{tamp and de- 
clare the fignification of all the words contained in.it, and 
then another to appoint the meaning of all the words. in 
this, and fo.on: that here is work cut out in one paper of 
{tate for the whole privy council, both fecretaries of ftate, 


and all the clerks of the council, for one king’s reign, and 
3° in 
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in.infinitum, But, I cannot but wonder, knowing how 
ambitious. Mr. Bayes is.of the power over words,, and jea- 

lous of. his. own prerogative of refining language,. how he — 
came to be. fo liberal: of it tothe prince: why, the fame’ 
thing that induced him to give the prince a power antece- 
dent and independent to Chrift, and to eftablifh what re- 
ligion: he pleafed, &c. Nothing but his fpight againft the. 
nonconformifts, I: know not that thing in the world, except 
a jeft, that: he would: not part with to be fatisfied in that 
particular. He hoped doubtlefs by holding: up this maxim, 
to obtain that the words of the declaration of' March 1 sth 
fhould'be underftood by contraries. You may well think 
he expected no lefs an equivalent, he would never elfe have 
permitted the prince even to define the fignification of all 
words ufed in. the worfhip of God, and to determine the 
proper fignification of all phrafes imployed in divine wor- 
fhip. Nay, Mr. Bayes, if it be come to that, and you will 
furrender your liturgy to the prince, I. know not what you 
mean; for ‘tis bound up with your Bible. Was it ever 
heard that that book fo facred, and in which there could 
not one error be found by all the Prefbyterians at the Wor- 
cefter-Houfe conference, fhould, upon fo uncertain a pro- 
{pe&t, be now abandoned fo far as that every word and phrafe 
in it may receive a new and contrary fignification ! But the’ 
king for ought I fee likes it well as it is (and therefore 'do 
fo too). Yet in cafe his Majefty fhould ever think fit to re- 


form 
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form it, and becaufe fuch kind of work is ufually referred 
back to fome of the clergy ; I would gladly put in a ca- 
veat, that our author may in no cafe be one of them. For 
tis known that Mr. Bayes is fubje& toa diftemper; and 
who knows but when he is ina fit, as he made fuch mad 
alterations of the fruit of the f{pirit in the epiftle for the 
day, he may as well infert in fome other part of the fer- 
vice, ‘* Well fare poor Macedo for a modeft fool ;” and 
then, ‘* Oh how I hug thee, dear heart, for this!’ and 
pretend that the fupreme magiftrate fhould ftamp upon it a 
fignification facred and ferious. I would not have fpoken 
fo feverely of him, but that his ‘ more laboured periods,” 
as he calls them, are fo often filled with much bolder and 
more unwholefome tranflations. But however that he may 
not at his better intervals be wholly unemployed in the work 
of uniformity, I fhould recommend to him rather to turn 
the Liturgy and the Rationale into the univerfal language, 
and fo in time the whole world might come to be of his 


parifh. 


When he was drawn thus low, did not he, think you, 
ftandin need of tilting ? He had done much more fervice to 
the caufe, had he laid by all thofe cheating argumentations, 
and dealt candidly, like the good Archdeacon, not Jong 
fince dead; who went about both court and country, 

preaching upon the “ cloke left at Troas, and the books, but 
7 | *¢ efpe- 
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‘© efpecially the parchments.”” The honeft man had found 
out there the whole Liturgy, the canonical habits, and all 
the equipage of a conformift. This was fomething to the 
matter in hand, to produce apoftolical example and autho~ 
rity: and much more to the purpofe than that beaten text 
of © doing all things decently and in order.” 


One argument I confefs remains ftill behind, and that 
will juftifie any thing. Tis that which I called lately 
rationem ultimam cleri ; force, law, execution, or what you 
will have it. I would not be miftaken, as though I hereby 
meant the body of the Englifh clergy, who have been ever 
fince the Reformation (I fay it without difparagement to the 
foraign churches) of the eminenteft for divinity and piety 
in all Chriftendom. And as far am I from cenfuring, under 
this title, the Bifhops of England, for whofe function, their 
learning, their perfons I have too deep a veneration to {peak 
any thing of them irreverently. But thofe that I intend 
only, are a particular bran of perfons, who will, in fpight 
of fate, be accounted the church of England, and to 
fhew they are pluralifts, never write in a modefter ftile 
than we, we; nay, even thefe, feveral of them, are men 
of parts fufficient to deferve a rank among the teachers and 
governors of the church. Only what Bifhop Bramhall faith. 
of Grotius his defect in {chool divinity,. 


Unum loc maceror © doleo tibi deeffe, | 
I may 
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T may apply to their excefs and rigour in matter of difci- 
pline. They want all confideration, all moderation in thofe 
things; and I never heat of any of them at any time, 


who, if they got into power or office, did ever make the 


leaft experiment.or overture towards the peace of the church 
and nation they lived in. They are the politick Would be’s 
of the clergy. Not Bifhops, but men that have a mind to 
be Bifhops, and that will do any thing in the world to com- 
pafs it. ‘And, though princes have always a particular mark 
upon thefe men, and-value them no more than they deferve, 
yet I know not very well, or perhaps I dg mot know, how it 
oftentimes happens that they come to be advanced. They 
are men of a fiery nature, that muft always be uppermott ; 

and fo they may increafe their own {plendor, care not though 
they fet all on flame about them. You would think the 
fame day that they took up divinity they divefted them- 
{elves of humanity, and fo they may procure and execute a 
law againft the nonconformifts, that they had forgot the 
Gofpel. They cannot endure that humility, that meek- 
nefs, that ftrictnefs of manners and converfation, which is 
the true way of gaining reputation and authority to the 
clergy ; ; much lefs can they content themfelves with the or- 
dinary and comfortable provifion that is made for the mini- 
ftry: but, having wholy calculated themfelves for prefer- 
ment and grandeur, know or practife no other means to 


make themfelves venerable, but by ceremony and feverity. 
Whereas 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 169 
Whereas the higheft advantage of promotion is the opportu- 
nity of condefcention, and the greateft dignity in our church 
can but raife them to the title of Your Grace, which is in 


the Latine vefra clementia, - But of all thefe, none are fo 


eager and virulent,. as fome, who having had relation to the 
late times, have got accefs to Ecclefiaftical Fortune, and are 
réfolved to make their beft of her. For fo, of all beafts, 


none are fo fierce and cruel as thofe that have been taught 


once by hunger to prey upon their own kind; as of all men, 
none are fo inhumane as the Canibals. But whether this 


‘be the true way of ingratiating themfelves with’ a generous. 


and difcerning prince, I meddle not ; nor whether it be an 
ingenuous. practice towards thofe whom they have been for- 
merly acquainted with : but whatfoever they think them- 


_ felves obliged to for the approving of their, new loyalty, I 


} 
rather commend. That which aftonifhed me, and only 


raifes my-.indignatian is, that of all forts of men. this kind 
of clergy fhould always be, and have been for the moft pre- 
cipitate, brutifh, and fanguinary counfels.5 The former 
civil war cannot. make them wife, nor his Majetties happy 
return, good-natured ; .but they are ftill for running things 
up unto the fame extreams. - The foftnefs of the Univerfities 
where they have been bred, the gentlenefs of Chriftianity, in 
which they. have been nurtured, hath but exafperated their 
nature; and they feem ta have contracted:no idea of wif- 
dom, but what they learnt at {chool, the pedantry of whip- 

Vou. IT. Z | -- ping. 
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ping. They take themfelves qualified to preach the Gofpel, 
and no. lefs to intermeddle in affairs of ftate: though the 
reach of their divinity is but to perfecution, and an inqui- 
fition is the height of their policy. 


And you, Mr. Bayes, had you lived in the dayes of Au- 
guftus Celar (be not fcandalized, for why may you not bring 
fixteen hundred years, as well as five hours into one of your 
plays) would not you have made, think you, an excellent 
privy counfellour? His father too was murdered. Or, (to 
come nearer both to our times, and your refemblance of the 
late war, which you trumpet always in the ear of his Majefty) 
had you happened in the time of Henry the Fourth of France, 
fhould not you have done well in the cabinet? His prede- 
ceffor too was affaffinated. No, Mr. Bayes, you would not 
have been for their purpofe: they took other meafures of 
government, and accordingly it fucceeded with them. And 
his Majefty, whofe genius hath much of both thofe princes, 
and who derives half of the blood in his veins from the lat- 
ter, will in all probability not be fo forward to hearken to 
your advice, as to follow their example. For thefe Kings, 
Mr. Bayes, how negligent foever or ignorant you take ’em to 
be, have, I doubt, a fhrewd underftanding with them. ’Tis 
a trade, that God be thanked, neither you nor I are of; 
and therefore we are not fo competent judges of their actions. 
I myfelf have oftentimes feen them, fome of them, do 


{trange 
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ftrange things, and unreafonable in my opinion, and yet a 
little while, or fometimes many years after, I have found 
that all the men in the world could not have contrived any — 
thing better. ’*Tis not with them as with you. You have 
but one cure of fouls, or perhaps two, as being a nobleman’s 
chaplain, to look after: and if you make confcience of dif- 
charging them as you ought, you would find you had work 
fufficient without writing your Ecclefiaftical Policies. But they 
are the incumbents of whole kingdoms, and the rectorfhip 
of the common people, the nobility, and even of the clergy — 
whom you are prone to “ affirm when poffeft with princi- 
“© ples that incline to rebellion and difloyal practices, to be 
‘¢ of all rebels the moft dangerous,” page 49. The care, I 
fay, of all thefe refts upon them. So that they are fain to 
condefcend to many things for peace-fake, and the quiet of 
mankind, that your proud heart would break before it would 
bend to. They do not think fit to require any thing that 
is impoffible, unneceffary, or wanton, of their people ; but 
are fain to confider the very temper of the climate in which 
they live, the conftitution and laws under which they have 
been formerly bred; and upon all occafions to give them 
good words, and humour them like children. They refle& 
upon the hiftories of former times, and the prefent tranf- 
actions to regulate themfelves by in every circumftance. 
They have heard that one of your Roman Emperours, when 
his captain of the life-guard came for the word, by giving 

Z 2 | it 


1742 ‘THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


it unhandfomly, received a dagger. ‘They obferve how the 
Parliament of Poland will be their King’s taylor, and among 
other reafons, becaufe he would not wear their mode, have 
fuffered the Turk enter, as coming nearer their fafhion. 
Nay, that even Alexander the Great had almoft loft all he had 
conquered, by forcing his fubjects to conform to the Perfian 
habit. That the King of Spain, when upon a progrefs he 
enters Bifcay, is pleafed to ride with one leg naked; and 
above all, to take care that there be not a Bifhop in_his reti- 
nue. So their people will pay their taxes in good gold and 
filver ; they demand no fubfidy of fo many buthel of fleas, 
left they fhould receive the fame anfwer with the tyrant, 
that the fubje& could not furnifh that quantity; and befides, 
they would be leaping out ftill before they could be mea- 
fured, and fhould they fine the people for non-payment, 
they reckon there would be little got by diftraining. They 
have been told that a certain Queen being defired to give a 
town-feal to one of her cities, lighting from her horfe, fate 
down naked on the {now, and left them that imprefiion, 
and though it caufed no difturbance, but all the town-leafes 
are letters-patents, Kings do not approve the example. That 
the late Queen of Sweden did herfelf no good with faying, 
Io non vogho governar Je beffie, but afterwards refigned. 
That the occafion of the revolt of Switzerland from the Em- 
peror, and its turning commonwealth, was only the impofing 
of a civil ceremony by a capricious governour, who fet up 

a pole 
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a pole in the highway, with a cap upon the top of it, to 
which he would have all paffengers be uncovered, and do 
obeyfance; one fturdy Swifs that would not conform, there- 
upon overturned the government, as ’tis at large in hiftory. 
That the King of Spain loft Flanders chiefly upon intro- 
ducing the Inquifition. And you now, Mr. Bayes, will 
think thefe, and an hundred more that I could tell you, but 
idle ftories; and yet Kings can tell how to make ufe of 
them. And hence ’tis that inftead of afluming your un- 
hopable jurifdiction, they are fo fatisfied with the abundance 
of their power, that they rather think meet to abate of its 
exercife by their difcretion. The greater their fortune is, they 
are content to ufe the lefs extravagancy. But becaufe I fee, 
Mr. Bayes, you are a little deaf on this ear, I will talk 
fomewhat clofer to you. In this very matter of ceremonies, 
which you are fo bent upon, that your mind is always run- 
ning on it, when you fhould be hearkening to the fermon ; 
do not you think that the King knows every word you faid, 
although he never gave your book the reading? That you 
fay, that the claufe 50 Eliz. of the Wednefday-faft has been. 
the original of all the Puritan diforders, ‘That the con- 
troverfy is now reduced only to two or three fymbolicak 
ceremonies. That thefe ceremonies are things indifferent in. 
their own nature, and have no antecedent neceflity, but 
onely bind as they are commanded. ‘That they fignifie 
nothing in themfelves but what the commander: pleafes. 
That 
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That the church itfelf declares that there is nothing of reli- 
gion or adoration in them. That they are no parts of reli- 
gious worfhip. That they are onely circumftances, That 
the impofing of a fignificant ceremony, is no more than to” 
impofe fignificancy upon a word. ‘That there is not a word 
of any of thefe ceremonies in the Scriptures. That they 
are in themfelves of no great moment and confequence, but 
tis abfolutely neceflary that government fhould injoyn them, 
to avoid the evil that would follow if they were not deter- 
mined: and that there cannot be a pin pulled out of the 
church, but the ftate immediately totters. Do not you 
think that the King has confidered all thefe things? I be- 
lieve he has; and perhaps, as you have minced the matter, 
he may well think the nonconformifts have very nice fto- 
machs, that they cannot digeft fuch chopped hay: but on 
the other fide, he muft needs take you to be very ftrange 
men, to cram thefe in {pite down the throats of any Chriftian. 
_ Ifa man have an antipathy againft any thing, the company 
is generally fo civil, as to refrain the ufe of it, however not 
to prefs it upon the perfon. Ifa man be fick or weak, the 
Pope grants a difpenfation from Lent, or fafting-days: ay, 
and from many a thing that ftrikes deeper in his religion. 
If one have got a cold, their betters will force them to be 
covered. There is no end of fimilitudes: but I am led 
into them by your calling thefe ceremonies, pins of the 
church. It would almoft tempt a prince that is curious, and 


that 
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that is fettled (God be praifed) pretty faft in his throne, to 
try for experiment, whether the pulling out of one of thefe 
pins would make the ftate totter. But, Mr. Bayes, there is 
more in it. "Tis matter of confcience: and if Kings. 
do, out of difcretion, connive at the other infirmities 
of their people; if great perfons do out of civility con~ 
defcend to their inferiours; and if all men out of com- 
mon humanity do yield to the weaker; will your clergy 
only be the men, who, in an affair of confcience, and where 
perhaps ‘tis you are in the wrong, be the onely hard-hearted 
and inflexible tyrants; and not.only fo, but inftigate and 
provoke princes to be the minifters of your cruelty? But, 
I fay, princes, as far as I can take the height of things fo far 
above me, muft needs have other. thoughts, and are paft fuch 
boy’s-play, to ftake their crowns againft-your pins.. They 
do not think fit to command things unneceflary, and where 
the profit cannot countervail the hazard. But above all 
they confider, that God has inftated them in the government © 
of mankind, with that incumbrance (if it may fo be called) 
of reafon, and that incumbrance upon reafon of confcience. 
That he might have given them as large an extent of ground 
and other kind of cattle for their fubje&s: but it had been. 
a melancholy empire to have. been only fupreme grafiers and: 
foveraign fhepherds.. And therefore, though the lazinefs of. 
that brutal magiftracy might have been more fecure,, yet - 
the difficulty of this does make it more honourable... That 

men: 
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men therefore are to be dealt with reafonably : and confci- 
entious met’ by confcience. That even law is force, and the 
execution of that law a greater violence ; and therefore with 
a rational creature not to be ufed but upon the utmoft extre- 
mity. That the body is in the power of the mind; fo that 
corporal punifhments do never reach the offender, but the . 
innocent fuffers for the guilty. That the mind is in the 
hand of God, and cannot correct thofe perf{wafions which 
upon the beft of its natural capacity it hath collected: {0 
that it too, though erroneous, is fo far innocent. ‘That the 
prince therefore, by how much God hath indued him with 
a clearer reafon, and by confequence with a more enlight- 
ened judgement, ought the rather to take heed, left by 
punifhing confcience, he violate not onely his own, but the 
Divine Majefty. But as to that, Mr. Bayes, which you ftill 
inculcate of the late war, and its horrid cataftrophe, which 
you will needs have to be upon a religious account: ‘tis 
four-and-twenty years ago, and after an A&@ of Oblivion; 
and for ought I can fee, it had been as feafonable to have 
fhown Czfar’s bloody coat, or Thomas a Becket’s bloody 
rochet. The chief of the offenders have long fince made 
fatisfaction to juftice; and the whole nation hath been {wept 
fufficiently of late years by thofe terrible fcourges of heaven : 
- fo that methinks, you might in all this while have fatiated 
your mifchievous appetite. Whatfoever you fuftered in thofe 
times, his Majefty, who had much the greater lofs, knowing 

4. that 
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that the mehhory of ‘tit ptorious father will wlwayebbe pre- 
fetved) is the:beft fadye how long the revenge ‘ouglit to We 
parted: But if ideed out of ‘your fuperlative care of Kis 
‘Majelty and yout living, ‘you are afraid of forte hew difturb- 
zatite of the fame nature, tet-the ‘fo far faticfic you as I arb 
daliched: : The: nonednforinifts fay, “that they ate: Kddnd in 
Cdhfelesiee foe Hs fat as-they cha, and forthe elt-to fiffer to 
the-utinoft. --But becaufe though they dotheaa howeltly, “tts 
fo Nard a-chaprér for Ue that chinks OinfelF ih the Fight to 
faite exerepbities patently, that fome think it inipofible - 
Tfiy next, that it is ver'y ‘Ridony {een that in the fame ape, 
a eivil wat, after fach an interval, has been raifed upaiit upon 
the fame pretences: but men are alfo wary, that- He would 
be knocked on the -head: that fhould raife-the firft- difturb- 
ance of the fame nature. -A new war: mutt have, like a book 
that would fell, a new: title. . 


I am afhatied, “Mr. Bayes, elise you vit nie on ‘tlking 
thus impertinently, (for policy in us is fo). Therefore to. 
be fhoit, the king hath fo indulged and obliged the 
fohconhformifts by his late: ‘merey, that if thete were any 
fuch knave, thete can bé io fuch fool among them, that 
would ever lift up ah ill thought againft him. And for you, 
Mr. Bayes, | he is affured of your loyalty, fo that I think you 
may enjoy your living. very peaceably, which I know is all 
your bufinefs. "T'was well replyed of the Englifhman in 
. Vor. II. Aa : Edward 
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Edward the Fourth’s time, to the Frenchman that afk’d him 
infylting, when they fhould fee us there again? ‘ when 
‘¢ your fins are greater than ours.” There are as many oc- 
cafions of war, as there are vices in a nation: and there- 
fore it concerns a prince to be watchful on all hands. But 
fhould kings remember an injury as long as you implacable 
divines do, or fhould we take up arms upon your becks, be- 
caufe your Ecclefiaftical Policy is anfwered, to revenge 
your quarrel, the world would never be at quiet. There- 
fore, Mr. Bayes, let all thofe things of former times 
alone, and mind your own bufinefs: for kings, believe 
me, as they have royal na fo have gentlemens 
memories. | 


And now, Mafter Bayes, I think it is time to take my 
leave, having troubled you with fo long a vifit. Onely be- 
fore I quit this matter, becaufe ‘I do not love to be ac- 
counted fingular in my opinion, I will add the judgement 
of one author, and that as pertinent as I could pick out to 
our purpofe. I have obferved that not onely other princes, 
but Queen Elizabeth too hath the misfortune to be much out 
of favour. But for what reafon I cannot poffibly imagine ; 
for none ever deferved better as to the thing of uniformity, 
unlefs it be the ill luck fhe had to pafs that impertinent 
claufe in the act of the fifth of Elizabeth, of the Fejunium 
Cacilianum. You cannot, for her fake, indure the wit or 
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learning of her times, but fay, page 94 of your fecond | 
book, ‘* though this trifling artifice of fprinkling little 
“fragments of wit and poetry might have paffed for wit 
‘and learning in the days of Queen Elizabeth, yet to 
‘¢men of learning, reading and ingenuity, their vulgar 
“ufe has fullied their luftre, and abated their value.” 
This is indeed, Mr. Bayes, a very laboured period, and pre- 
pared by you, I believe, on purpofe as a model of the wit 
and eloquence of your days. But not onely fo; but page 
483 of the fame book, I think you call her in derifion, 
and moft. {pitefully and unmanneredly, plain ‘old Elfi- 
“beth.” And thofe thatknew her humour, think you could 
not have difobliged her more than in tiling her fo; both 
as a woman, which fex never love to be thought old, and 
as a queen who was jealous, left men fhould therefore talk 
of the fucceflion. Befides the irreverent nickname you. 
give her, that you might as well have prefumed to call her 
queen Befs, or Bold Bettrice. Now to the end that that 
queen of famous memory may have a little female revenge 
upon you, and to give you a tafte of the wit and learning 
even of her times; I will fprinkle here one fragment, which 
not being a {cholar-like faying of antient poet or philofo- 
pher, but of a reverend divine, Ihope, Mafter Bayes, may 
be lefs difpleafing to you. The man is Parker, not Robert 
Parker, who writ another treatife of Ecclefiaftical Policy, 
and the book de Cruce, for which if they had catched him, 
Aa2 he 
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he had poflibly gone to. the gallows, or at leat the galleys, | 


For he was one of thofe well meaning, zealots, that are of | 
all villains the moft dangerous. But it isthe Archbifhop of | 
Canterbury, Parker, (for if I named him. before without: 
addition, ’twas what I learnt of you fpeaking of Whitgift) - 
he in his book de Antiguitatibus Ecclee Britannica, page 
- 47, {peaking of the flaughter of ‘the monks.of Bangor, andi 
fo raany: Chriftians more, upon, the inftigation of Auftin the 
monk, who ftirred up: Ethelbert king of Kent againfh them, . 
becaufe they would-not receive the Romith ceremonies ;. 
ufeth thefe words, e4 /ane illa prima de Romanis. ritihus in. 
ducendis. per Auguftinum tunc excitata contentio, que. nor 
nifi clade & Sanguine innocentium Britannorum. poterat ex- 
tingui; ad- noftra recentiora tempora, cum. fimili. pernicie: 
cedeque Chriftianorum pervenit. Cum. enim illis gloriofis ce- 
remoniis a@ purd primitive Ecclefa fenplicitate recefferunt, 
non de vite. fantitate ; de evangelt pradicatione, de Spiritus 
Santi vi & confolatione multum laborabant ; fed novas indies. 
altercationes de novis. ritibus per. papas fingulos. additis, gui- 
neminem tam excelfo. gradu dignum qui aliquid, ceremoniofi: 
non dicam, monfirof, inaudits &D inufitati.non adjeciffet, in- 
fiituebant. Suggefaque SF {cholas fabulis. rixifgue /uis imple 
bant.« Mam prima ecclehe fpecies fimplicior & integro. & 
interno Dei cultu, ab ipfo verbo prafcripte, nec veftibus: 
[plendidis, nec magnificis Hivutturis decorata, mec auxe, ar- 

= gemmifgue fulgens- - etft i liceat His exterioribus uti: 
| 4, : modo 
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modo animum ab illo interior’ @ integro Dei cultu non abdi~' 
cant; curtofis S morofis ritibus ab illé primevd & red fin- 
piicitate.evangelicd degeneravit. Ila autem in Romand eccle- 
fd rituum multitude ad immenfum illius magni Auguftini 
Fi:pponenfis Epifcopi temporibus. creverat: ut. guefius fit 
Chriftianorum: in. ceremontis & ritibus duriorem quam Fude- 
orum, qui etiamfi tempus libertatis non agnoverint, legalibus 
tamen farcinis- non bhumanis prefumptienibus fubsiciebantur 5. 
nam paucioribus in. divino culiu quam Chriftiani ceremoniis. 
utebantur, Qui fi fenfiffet quantus deinde per fingulos papas 
coacervatus cumulus accefit, modum Chriftianum credo ipfe 
fratuiffet; qui hoc malum tunc in ecclefid viderat. Videmus 
enim ab illd ceremoniarum contentione nedum ecclefam effe va~ 
cuam; quin bhomines aliaguin doth atque pii de veftibus 
hujufmodi nugis ad huc, rixofo magis & militari, quam aut 
philofophice aut Chriftiano more inter fe digladiantur. hele 
words do run direé&t againft the genius of fome men that 
contributed: not a little to the late rebellion, and, though 
fo long fince writ, do fo exaétly defcribe that evil fpirit with 
which fome men are even in thefe times pofleft, who feem 
defirous upon the fame grounds to put all things in eombuf= 
tion, that I think them very welk worth the labour of tranf- 
lating. [And indeed, that: firft contention then raifed by 
Auguftine about the introducing of the Romith.ceremonics, 
which could not be quenched but by the blood and flaugh- 


ter of the innocent Britons, hath been continued e’en to our | 


—, 
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_ Jater times, with the like mifchief and murder of Chriftians. 
For when once by thofe glorious ceremonies they forfook 
the pure fimplicity of the primitive church, they did not 
much trouble themfelves about holinefs of life, the preach- 
ing of the Gofpel, the efficacy and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit: but they fell every day into new {fquabbles about 
new-fangled ceremonies added by every pope, who reck- 
oned no man worthy of fo high a degree but fuch as in- 
vented fomewhat, I will not fay ceremonious, but mon- 
ftrous, unheard of, and before. unpractifed ; and they filled 
the fchools and the pulpits with their fables and brawling 
of fuch matters. For’ the firft beauty of the church had 
more of fimplicity and plainnefs; and was neither adorned 
with fplendid veftments, nor magnificent ftructures, nor 
— fhined with gold, filver, and precious ftones; but with 
the intire and inward worfhip of God, as it was by Chrift 
himfelf prefcribed, although it may be lawful to ufe thefe 
external things, fo they do not lead the mind aftray from 
that more inward and intire worfhip of God; by thofe 
curious and crabbed rites it degenerated from that antient 
and right evangelical fimplicity. But that multitude of 
rites in the Romifh church, had unmeafurably increafed in 
the times of that great Auguftine the Bifhop of Hippo, in 
fo much that he complained that the condition of Chriftians _ 
as to rites and ceremonies, was then harder than that of 
the Jews; who although they did not difcern the time of 

: their 
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their liberty, yet were only fubje&ed to legal burthens, 
inftituted firft by God himfelf, not to humane prefump- 
tions, for they ufed fewer ceremonies in the worflip of God 
than Chriftians. Who, if he could have forefeen how 
great a heap of them was afterwards-piled up, and added 

by the feveral popes, he himfelf doubtlefs would have re- 

ftrained it within Chriftian meafure, having already. per- 
ceived this growing. evil in the church. For we fee, that 
even yet the church is not free from that contention: but 
men, otherwife learned .and: pious, do ftill.cut and flafh 
about veftments and fuch kind of trifles,. rather in a {wath 
buckler and ~— way,. than: either like philofophers. 
or like Chriftians. ] 


Now, Mr. Bayes, I doubt you muft be put to the trou-. 
ble of writing another preface againft this Archbifhop. For 
nothing in your anfwerer’s treatife of Evangelical Love does. 
fo gird or aim at you; for ought I can fee, or at thofe 
whom you call the church of England, as this paffage. But 
the laft period does fo plainly delineate you to the life, that 
what St. Auftine did not prefage, the Bifhop feems to have: 
forefeen moft diftin@ly. Tis juft your way of writing all 
along in this matter. You bring nothing found or folid. 
Onely you think you have got the great fecret, or the phi- 
lofophers ftone of railing, and I believe it, you have fo- 

multiplied it in projection : and as they into gold, fo you: 
turn 
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turn every ‘thing you meet with into raifing.- And yet the 
fecret is not great, nor the proctf{s long or difhcult, if a 
man would ftady it, and make atradeon'’t. Every fold 
hath it naturally. It is but crying whore firft, and having 
the laft word, and whatfoever t’other fays, cry, Oh thefe 
are your nonconformifts tricks, oh you have learnt this ‘of 
the Puritans in Grubftreet. ‘Oh you white aproned goffip. 
For indeed I never faw fo provident a fetch: you have 
taken in ‘before hand all ‘the pofts. of tailing, and f 
befet all the. topicks of. yuft ctimination, ‘forefeeing. where 
you are feeble, that if this trick would pafs, it were mie 
poflible to open one’s mouth to find the leaft fault with 
you. For in your firft chapter of your fecond book, be 
fide what you do alwaies in an hundred places when you 
are at a lofs, you have fpent almoft an hundred pages. upon 
a character of the fanatick deportment toward all adverfa- 
ries; And then on the other fide, you have fo ingroffed 
and brought up all the ammunition of railing, fearched 
every corner in the Bible, and Don Quixot for powder, that 
_ you thought, not unreafonably, that there was not one 
fhot left for a fanatick. But truth, you fee, cannot want 
words : and fhe laughs too fometimes when fhe {peaks, and 
rather than all fail too, be ferious. But what will you fay 
to that of the Archbifhops, ‘ than either like philofophers 
or like chriftians ?” for the excellency of your logick, phi- 
lofophy and chriftianity in all your books,’ is either, ‘as in 
con{cience, 
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confeience, to take away the fubjeét of the queftion; or 
as in the magiftrate, having gotten one abfurdity, to raife a 
thoufand more from it. So that, except the manufa@ure 
and labour of your periods, you have done no more than 
any {chool-boy could have done on the fame terms. “And 
fo, Mr. Bayes, good-night. - 


And now good-morrow, Mr. Bayes; for though it feems 
fo little a time and that you are now gone to bed, it hath 
been a whole live-long night, and you have toffed up and 
down in many a troublefome dream, and are but juft now 
awaked at the title page of your book: ‘ A preface fhew- 
“ing what grounds there are of fears and jealoufics of 
“ popery.” It is fomething artificially couched, but looks 
as if it did allow, that there are fome grounds of fears and 
jealoufies of that nature. But here he words it, ‘‘ a confi- 
‘¢ deration what likelihood, or how much danger there is 
‘Sof the return of popery into this nation.’ Had he not 
come to this at laft, I fhould have thought I had been all 
this while reading a chapter in Mountagu’s Effayes; where 
you find fometimes fcarce one word in the difcourfe of the 
matter held forth in the title. But now indeed he takes up 
this argument and. debates it to purpofe. For I had before 
begun to fhew that he had writ not only his two former books 
but efpecially too this preface, with an evil eye and aim at 
his Majefty, and the meafures he had taken of government. 

Vou. II. Bb 7 And 
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And whoever will take the pains to read here, will foon be: 
of my mind, His Majefty had, I faid, the rsth of March 
1671, iffued his declaration of indulgence to tender con- 
{ciences. He, on the contrary, iffues out thereupon, all 
in haft and as faft as he could write, this his remonftrance 
or manifefto againft indulgence to tender confciences: and 
to make his Majefties proceedings more odious, ftirs up 
this feditious matter, of what probability there is of 
Popery: - 

And this he difcourfes, to be fure, in his own imagina- 
tion very cunningly. For he knows. that there was an a@ 
of parliament in this king’s reign with a greater penalty than 
that of 50 Eliz. of f{preading falfe news, againft reports of 
this nature. And therefore, he refolves to handle it fo wa- 
rily, that he himfelf might efcape, but might draw others 
that fhould anfwer him, within the danger of that act, and 
that he may lay the crime at their doors. But notwith- 
ftanding all his flights and Legerdemain, it doth enough 
detect his malice and ill intention to his Majefties govern- 
ment, that he fhould take this occafion, altogether foreign 
and unfeafonable, toraifea publick and folemn difcourfe 
through the whole nation, concerning a matter the moft 
odious and dangerous that could be expofed. So that now 
no man can look at the wall, no man can pafs by a book- 
-fellers ftall, but he muft fee ‘A preface fhewing what 


‘¢ srounds there are for fears and jealoufies of popery.” 
It 
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It had been fomething a fafer and more dutiful way of - 
writing a preface fhewing the caufelefnefs of the fears and 
jealoufies of popery. For I do not think it will excufe a-. 
witch, to fay, that fhe conjured up a {pirit only that the 
might lay it, nor can there be a more dextrous and-malici- 
ous way of calumny, than by, makinga needlefs apology 
for another, in a criminal fubje@. As, fuppofe I fhould 
write a preface fhowing what grounds there are of fears 
and jealoufies of Bayes his being an atheift. But this is 
exactly our author’s method and way of contrivance ; whereby 
more effectually by far, than by any flying coffee-houfe tattle, 
he traduces the ftate, and by printing fo pernicious a quef- 
tion, falls all mens mouths, and beats out all mens eyes 
with the probability of the return of popery. Had he 
heard any that malignly and officioufly talked to fuch a pur- 
pofe, it had been the part of one fo prudent as he is, not 
to have continued the difcourfe. Had he (as he hath a 
ereat gift that way) picked up out of any man’s talk or wri- - 
ting, matter whereof to make an ill ftory ;_ there was a bet- 
ter and more regular way of proceeding, had he meant 
honeftly to his Majefties government, to have prevented 
the evil, and to have brought the offender to punifhment. 
He fhould have gone to one of the fecretaries of ftate, or 
to fome other of his Majefties privy council and have given 
them information. But, inftead of that, I am afraid that 
in the furvey of this bufinefs, we fhall find, that even fome 

Bb2 of 
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of them are either accufed, or fhrewdly marked out with 
a character of our author’s difpleafure. Therefore, I will 
now come nearer to his matter in hand, although it con- 
cerns me to be careful of coming too near; nor fhall I dwell 
too long upon fo jealous and impertinent a fubject. 


“ To confider what likelihood or how much danger there 

‘* is of the return of popery into this nation.” The very firft 
word is, ‘¢ for my partI know none.” Very -well confi- 
dered. Why then, Mr. Bayes, I muft tell you, that if I 
had printed a book or preface-upon that argument, I fhould 
have thought’ myfelf at leaft a fool for my labour. The 
next confiderer is mine enemy; I mean he is an enemy to 
the ftate, whoever fhall foment: fuch difcourfes without 
any likelihood or danger. Yet, Mr. Bayes, you know, I have 
for a good while had no great opinion of your integrity ;_ 
neither here. I doubt you prevaricate a little with fome- 
body. For I fuppofe you cannot be: ignorant that fome of 
your fuperiors of your robe did, upon the publifhing that 
declaration, give the word, and deliver orders through 
their ecclefiaftical camp, to beat up the pulpit drums againft 
popery. Nay, even fo much that there was care taken too 
for arming the ‘* poor readers, that though they came fhort 
‘¢ of preachers in point of efficacy, yet they might be ena- 
‘* bled to do fomething in point of common fecurity.” So 
that, though for fo ‘many years, thofe. your fuperiors had 
: I : | forgot 
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forgot there was any fuch thing in the nation as a popith 
recufant, though polemical and controverfial divinity had 
for fo long been hung up in'the halls, like the rufty obfolete 
“armour of our anceftors, for monuments of antiquity, and 
for derifion rather than fervice; all on a fudden (as if the 
sth of March had been the sth of November) happy was 
he that could climb up firft to get down one of the old - 
cuiraffes, or an habergeon that had been worn in the days. 
of Queen Elizabeth. Great variety there was and heavy 
too. Sameclapped it on all rufty as it was, others fell of 
oyling and furbifhing their armour: fome piffed in their 
barrels, others {pit in their pans, to fcowr them.- Here’ 
you might fee one put on his helmet the wrong way : there. 
one buckle on a back in place of a breaft. Some by miftake 
catched up a Socinian Arminian argument, and fome a pope-- 
ifh: to fight a popifh. Here a dwarf loft in the accoutre- 
ments of a giant: there a Don Quixot in an equipage of - 
differing pieces, and of feveral parifhes. Never was fuch ’ 
incongruity and nonconformity in their furniture. One ran - 
to borrow a {word of Calvin. This man for a mufket from 
Beza: that for a bandeleers even from Keckerman. But - 
when they came to feek match and bullet, and powder, . 
there was none to be had. The fanaticks had bought it : 
all up, and made them pay for it moft unconfcionably,’ and - 
through the nofe. And no lefs {port was it to- fee their » 
leaders, Few could tell how to give the word of command, | 

Nor - 
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not underftood to drilla company : they were as unexpert 
as their foldiers aukward ; and the whole was as pleafant a 
{pectacle, as the exercifing of the trained bands in —fhire. 
But Mr. Bayes (for I believe you do nothing but upon com- 
mon advice) either this was all intended but for a falfe ala- 
rum, and was only for a pretence to take arms againft the 
fanaticks (which you might have done without raifing all 
this din and obloguy againft the ftate and difquieting his Ma- 
jefties good fubjects: or elfe you did really think (and who 
can help mifapprehenfions?) that you did know fome like- 
lihood or.danger of the return of popery. I crave you. 
mercy, Mr. Bayes, I took youa little fhort. ‘ For my 
“‘ part I know none,”’ you fay, ‘ but the nonconformitts 
 boyfterous and unreafonable oppofition to the church of 
¢ England.” 


This I confefs hath fome weight in it. For truly before 

I knewnone too. I was of your opinion Mr. Bayes, and 
believed that popery could never return into England again, 
but by fome very finifter accident. This expreffion of mine 
is fomething uncouth, and therefore becaufe I love to give 
you fatisfaction in all things, Mr. Bayes, I will acquaint you 
with my reafon of ufing it. Henry the Fourth of France, . 
his Majefties Grandfather, lived (you know) ‘in the days of 
Queen Elizabeth. Now the wit of France and England, 
as you may have obferved, is much of the fame mode, 
2 and 
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and hath at all times gone much after the fame current rate 


and ftandard; only there hath been fome little difference in. 
the alloy, and advantage or difadvantage in the exchange 
according to mens occafions. Now Henry the Fourth was - 
(you know too) a prince like Bifhop Bramhall, ‘ of a brave’ 


<‘ and enterprifing temper, and had a mind large and active 
‘¢ enough to have managed the Roman Empire at its utmoft 


‘¢ extent ;, and particularly (as far as the prejudices of. the: 
“ age (Old Elfabeth’s age) would permit him).’’ He was very 
wittic and facetious, and the courtiers {trove to humour: © 
him alwaies in it, and increafe the. mirth... So one night: 
after fupper he. gave.a fubject: (which recreation did well . 
enough in thofe times, but.were now.infipid) upon which, . 
like Boyes at Weftminfter, .they,fhould make French verfe ; 
extempore. The. fubjec&t was, uz accident finifire. Straight - 


anfwers, I.know.not whether twas Baffampierre or Obigne : 


Un finiftre accident & un accident finiftre 5 


De veoir un Pere Capuchin chevaucher un Minifire. - 


For when I faid, to fee popery return here, would be - 
avery finifter accident; I wasjuft thinking upon that ftory ; ; 
the verfes, to humour them in eatin, being only: 


this : 


O what a trick unlucky, and a unlucky a trick, 


To fee friend Do&tor Patrick, beftrid by Father Patrick !™ 
Which: 


-_ 
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Which {eemed to me, would be the moft improbable 
and prepofterous fpectacle that ever was feen; and more ri- 
diculous for a fight, than the Friendly Debate is for a 
book. And yet if popery come in, this muft be, and 
worle. 
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But now I fee there is fome danger by the nonconformifts 
oppofition to the church of England. And now your bufi- 
nefs is all fixed. The fanaticks are ready at hand to bear 
the blame of all things. Many a good job have I fgen done 

/ in my time upon pretence of the fanaticks. Edo not think 
f ‘Mr. Bayes ever breaks his fhins, but it is by {tumbling upon 
“a fanatick. And how hall they . bring in popery ? Why 

- thus, three wayes. ‘* Firft, By creating diforders and 
‘«¢ difturbances in the ftate. Secondly, By the affiftance 
“© of atheifm and irreligion. Thirdly, By joining with 
‘‘ crafty and facrilegious ftatefmen in confederacy.” Now 
here I remark two things. One, that however you do not 
find that the fanaticks are inclinable to popery, only they 
may accommodate it by creating difturbances in the ftate. 

_ Another is, that I fee thefe gentlemen, the fanaticks, the 
atheifts, and the facrilegious ftatefmen are not yet acquaint- 
ed; but you have appointed them a meeting (I believe it 
muft be at your lodgings, or no where;) and I hope you 
will treat them handfomly. But I think it was not fo wifely 
done, nor very honeftly, Mr. Bayes, to lay fo dangerous a 
plot 
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plot as this; and inftrué men that are ftrangers yet to one 
another, how to contrive together fuch a confpiracy. But 
firft to your firft. 


The “ fanaticks, you fay, may probably raife diitadiainis 
‘Cin the ftate.” For they “are fo little friends to the pre- 
‘¢ fent government, that their enmity to that is one of the 
‘main grounds of their quarrel to the church.”” But now, 
though I muft confefs it is very much to your purpofe, if 
you could perfwade men fo; I think you are clear out, and 
mifreprefent here the whole matter. For I know of no 
enmity they have to the church itfelf, but what it was in 
her power. always to have remedied, and fo it is till. “But 
fuch as you it is that have always ftrove by your leafings to 
keep up a ftrangenefs and mifunderftanding betwixt the King 
and his people; and all the mifchief that hath come on’t 
does lye much at your door. 


Whereas they, as all the reft of mankind, are men for 
their own ends too: and no fooner hath the King fhown 
them this late favour, : but you, Mr. Bayes, and your part-~ 
ners, reproach them for being too much friends to the pre- 
rogative. And no lefs would they be to the church, had 
they ever at any age in any time found her in a treatable tem- 
per. I know nothing they demand, but what is fo far from 
doing you any harm, that it would only make you better. 
But that indeed is the harm, that is the thing you are afraid 

Vou. II. | Cc of, 
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of. Here our author divides the difcourfe into a great elogy 
of the church of England; that if he were making her 
funeral fermon, he could not fay more in her commenda- 
tion; and acontrary invedtive againft the nonconformifts, 
upon whom (as if all he had faid before had been nothing) 
he unloads his whole leyftal, and dreffeth them up all in 
fambenitas, painted with all the flames and devils in hell, to 
be led to the place of execution, and there burnt to afhes. 
Neverthelefs, I find on either fide only the natural effed 
of fuch hyperboles and oratory, that is, not to be believed. 
The church of England (I mean as it is by law eftablifhed, 
left you fhould think I equivocate) hath fuch a ftock of folid 
and deferved reputation, that it is more than you (Mr. Bayes) 
can fpoil or deface by all the pedantry of your commenda- 
tion. Only there is that party of theclergy, that I not longago 
defcribed, and who will always prefume to be the only church 
of England, who have been a perpetual eye-fore, that I may. 
not fay a canker and gangrene in fo perfect a beauty. And, 
as it joyes my heart to hear any thing well faid of her; fo 
I muft confefs, it ftirs my choler, when I hear thofe men > 
pride and boaft themfelves under the mafk of her authority. 
Neither did I therefore approve of an expreflion you here 
ufe: ‘the power of princes would be a very precarious 
‘thing without the affiftance.of ecclefiafticks, and all 
“ government does, and mutt owe its quiet and continuance 
‘¢ to the church’s patronage.” That is as much as to fay, — 

: That 
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That but for the affiftance of your Ecclefiaftical Policy, 
princes might go a begging: and that the church, that is 
you, have the jus patronatus of the kingdom, and may 
prefent whom you think fitting to the crown of England. 
This is indeed fomething like the return of Popery 3 ; and 
tight 


Petra dedit Petro, Petrus diadema Rudolpbo. 


The crown was furely well helped up, if it were to be held 
at your convenience, and the Emperour mutt lead the Patri- 
arch’s afs all his life-time. And little better do I like your 
‘< We may reft fatisfied in the prefent fecurity of the church 
‘Sof England, under the proteétion of a wife and gracious 
‘‘ prince: efpecially, when befides the impregnable confi- 
‘¢ dence that we have from his own inclination, it is fo mani-. 
‘¢ feft that he never can forfake it either in honour or inte- 
“ reft.” This isa pretty way of coaxing indeed, while you 
are all this while cutting the grafs under his feet, and ani- 
mating the people againft the exercife of his ecclefiaftical 
fupremacy. Men are not fo plain-hearted, but they can 
fee through this oblique rhetorication and fophiftry. If 
there be no danger in his time of taking a pin out of the 
church (for that it is you intended) why do you then {peak 
of it in his time, but that you mean-mifchief? But here you 
do not only mow the grafs under his feet, but you take the 
pillow from under his head. ‘ But fhould it ever happen 

Cc 2 *¢ that 
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‘“‘ that any King of England fhould be prevailed with to 
« deliver up the church, he had as good at the fame time . 
‘‘ refion up his crown.” This is pretty plain dealing, and 
you have doubtlefs fecured hereby that prince’s favour: I 
fhould have thought it better courtfhip in a divine, to have 
faid, O King, live for ever. But I fee, Mr. Bayes, that you . 
and your partners ate very neceflary men, and it were dan- 
gerous difobliging you. But in this imprudentand naufeous 
difcourfe, you have all along-appropriated or impropriated all 
the loyalty from the mobility, the gentry and the commonalty, 
and dedicated it to the church; fo, I doubt, you are a little 
too immoderate againft the body of the nonconformifts. 
You reprefent them, to a man, to be alt of them of repub- 
_lican principles, moft peftilent, and, ¢o nomine, ehemies tq 
monarchy ; traytors and rebels; fuch mifcreants as never 
were in the world before, and fit to be packed out of it with 
the firft convenience. And, I obferve, that all the argu- 
ment of your books is but very frivolous and trivial: only 
the memory of the late war ferves for demonftration, and 
the deteftable fentence and execution of ‘his late Majefty, is 
reprefented again upon the {caffold ; and you having been, — 
I fufpe&, better acquainted with parliament declarations 
formerly upon another account, do now apply and turn 
them all over to prove that the late war was wholly upon a 
fanatical caufe, and the diffenting party do fill go big with 
the fame moniter. I grew hereupon much difpleafed with 
: / omy 
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my own ignorance of the.occafion of thofe troubles fo near 
our:own times, and -betook myfelf to get the beft information 
concerning them, to the end that I might, if it appeared fo, 
decline the dangerous acquaintance of the nonconformifts, 
fome of whom I had taken for. honeft men, nor therefore 
avoided. their company. But I took care neverthelefs, not 
to receive impreflions from any of their party ; but to gather 
my lights:from the moft impartial authorities that I could 
meet with. And I think I am.now partly prepared to give 
you, Mr. Bayes, fome better {atisfaction in this matter.. And 
becaufe you are a dangerous. perfon, I fhall as little as poffi- 
ble fay any thing of my own, but fpeak too before good . 
witnefles, -Firft of all therefore, I-will, without farther 
ceremony, fall upon you. with the but-end of another Arch- 
bifhop. Tis the Archbifhop of Canterbury, Abbot, in the 
narrative urider his own hand, concerning his difgrace at 
court in the time of his late Majefty. I {hall only in the 
way demand excufe, if, contrary to my fafhion, the names 
of fome eminent perfons in our church, long fince dead, be 
revived here under no very good character ; and moft parti-". 
cularly that of Archbifhop Laud, who, if for nothing elfe, 
yet for his learned book againft Fifher, deferved far another 
fate than he met with, and ought not now to be mentioned 
without due honour. But thofe names having fo many years 
{ince efcaped the prefs, it is not in my power to conceal 
them; and I believe Archbifhop Abbot did not write but. 

upon good confideration. This | 


/-_ 
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This I have premifed for my own fatisfaction, and I will 
add one thing more, Mr. Bayes, for yours. That whereas 
the things now to be alledged relate much to fome impofi- 
tions of money in the late King’s time, that were carryed on 
by the clergy ; I know you will be ready to carp at that, as 
if the nonconformifts had, and would be always enemies 
to the King’s fupply. Whereas, Mr. Bayes, if I can do the 
nonconformifts no good, Iam refolved I will do them no 
harm, nor defire that they fhould lie under any imputation 
on my account.. For I write by my own advice, and what 
I fhall alledge concerning the clergies intermeddling with 
fupplies, is upon a particular averfion that I have, upon 
good reafon, againft their difpofing of our money. And, 
Mr. Bayes, I will acquaint you with the reafon, which is. 
this. °*Tis not very many years ago that I ufed to play at 
picket ; and there was a gentleman of your robe, a digni- 
tary of Lincoln, very well known and remembred in the 
ordinaries, but being not long fince dead, I will fave his. 
name. Now I ufed to play pieces, and this gentleman 
~would alwayes go half a crown with me, and {fo all the while 

he fate on my hand he very honeftly gave the fign, fo that 
I was always fure to lofe. I afterwards difcovered it; but 
of all the money that ever I was cheated of in my life, none 
ever vexed me fo, as what I loft by his occafion. And ever 
fince, I have borne a great grudge againft their fingering of 
any thing that belongs to me. And IJ have been told, and 
fhowed 
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fhowed the place where the man dwelt in the late King’s 
time near Hampton-Court, that there was one that ufed to 
rob on the highway, in the habit of a bifhop, and all his 
fellows rid too in canonical coats. And I can but fancy 
how it madded thofe, that would have perhaps been content 
to relieve an honeft gentleman in diftrefs, or however would 
have been lefs grieved to be robbed by fuch an one, to fee 
themfelves fo epifcopally pillaged. Neither muft it be lefs 
difpleafing alwayes to the gentry and commonalty of England,. 
that the clergy (as you do, Mr. Bayes) fhould tell them that 
they are never Sui juris, not only as to their confciences, but. 
even as to their purfes; and you fhould pretend to have this 
power of the keys too, where they lock their money. Nay, 
I dare almoft aver upon my beft obfervation, that there 
never was, nor ever will be a parliament in England, that 
could or can refufe the King fupplies proportionable to his 
occafions, without any need of recourfe to extraordinary 
ways; but for the pickthanknefs of the clergy, who will 
always prefume to have the thanks and honour of it, nay, 
and are ready always to obftrué the parliamentary aids, 
unlefs they may have their own little project pafs too into 
the bargain, and they may be gratified with fome new eccle- 
fiaftical power, or fome new law againft the fanaticks. This 
is the naked truth of the matter. Whereas Englifhmen 
always love to fee how their money goes, and if there be 
any intereft or profit to be got by it, to reccive it them- 
felves. 
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felves. Therefore, Mr. Bayes, I will go on with my buf- 
nefs, not fearing all the mifchief that you can make of it. 


“© There was,” faith he, ‘‘ one Sibthorp, who not being fo 

‘© much as Batchelor of Arts, by the means of Doétor Pierce, 
«€ Vice-chancellor of Oxford, got to be conferred upon him 
‘‘ the title of Doétor. This man was Vicar of Brackley in 
‘¢ Northamptonfhire, and hath another benefice. This 
© man preaching at Northampton, had taught, that princes 
‘had power to put poll-money upon their fubjeéts heads, 
‘“¢ He being a man of a low fortune, conceived the putting 
<< his fermon in print might gain favour at court, and raife 
‘s his fortune higher, It was at the fame time that the bufi- 
“© nefs of the loan was on foot.”” In the fame fermon “he 
“ called that loan a tribute; taught that the King’s duty is 
« firft to direct and make laws. That nothing may excufe 
« the fubje@ from aétive obedience, but what is againft the 
‘© law of God or nature, or impoflible; that all antiquity 
.© was abfolutely for abfolute obedience in all civil and tem- 
‘‘ poral things.’ And the impofing of poll-money .by 
princes, he juftified out of St. Matthew : and in the matter 
of the loan, ‘* What a f{peech is this,”’ faith the Bifhop, “‘ he — 
“© obferves the forwardnefs of the Papifts to offer double ?”’ 
For this fermon was fent to the Bifhop from court, and he 
required to licence it, not under his chaplain, but his own 
hand. But he, not being fatisfied of the doétrine delivered, 
5 ~ fent 


( 
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‘fent back his reafons why he thought not fit to give his appro- 
‘bation, and unto thefe Bifhop Laud, who was in this whole 


bufinefs, and a rifing man .at court, undertook an anfwer. 
‘¢ His life in Oxford,” faith Archbifhop Abbot, ‘‘ was to 


6 pick quarrels in the le@tures of public readers, and to ad- 


“¢ vertife. them to the Bifhop of Durham, that he might fill 
‘< the ears of King James with ‘difcontent againft the honeft 


“* men that took pains in their.places, and fettled the truth 


*¢ (which he called Puritanifm) in their auditors. He made 
“it his work to fee what books were in the prefs, and to 
‘¢ look over epiftles dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, 


“to fee what faults might be found. *Twas an obfervation 


‘© what a fweet man this was like to be, that the firft obferv- 
“‘ able act he did, was the marrying of the Earl of D. to 
‘¢ the Lady R. when fhe had another hufband, a nobleman, 
‘¢ and divers children by him.” Here he tells how, for this 
very caufe, King James would not a great while endure him, 


till he yielded at laft to Bifhop Williams his importunity, 


whom notwithftanding he ftraight ftrove to undermine, and 
did at laft to purpofe: for, faith the Archbifhop, ‘ Verily, 
‘¢ fuch is his undermining nature, that he will underwork 
‘s any man inthe world, fo he may gain by it.. He called 


in the Bifhop of Durham, Rochefter, and Oxford,. tryed 


‘‘ men for fuch a purpofe, to the anfwering of my reafons, — 
“¢ and the whole ftile of the fpeech, runs We, We. In my 
‘© memory, Doétor Harfnet, then Bifhop of Chichefter, and 

Vou, II. Dd “© now 
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«¢ now of Norwich (as he came afterward to be Archbifhop 
‘© of York) preached at Whitehall upon, Give wato Cz/ar 
‘“< the things that are Cefar's; a fermon that was afterwards 
“‘ burned, teaching that goods and money were Cefar's, 
‘“¢ and fo the King’s: whereupon King James told the Lords 
“© and Commons, that he had failed in not adding, accord- 
‘¢ ing to the laws and cuftoms of the country wherein they 
“< did live. But Sibthorp was for abfolutely abfolute. So 
“that if the King had fent to me for all my money and 
‘© goods, and fo to the clergy, I muft, by Sibthorp’s propor-_ 
“tion, fend him all. If the King fhould fend to the city 
© of London to command all their wealth, they were bound 
“to doit. I know the King is fo gracious he will attempt no 
«¢ fuch matter ; but if he do it not, the defe& is not in thefe 
_ © flattering divines.”” Then he faith, refleGing again upon 
the loan, which Sibthorp called a tribute, ‘“* I am forry at 
‘‘ heart, the King’s gracious Majefty fhould reft fo great a 
‘‘ building on fo weak a foundation, the treatife being fo 
‘¢ flender, and without fubftance, but that proceeded from an 
“hungry man.” Then he fpeaks of his own cafe as to the © 
licenfing this book, in parallel to the Earl of Effex his di- 
vorce; which to give it more authority, ‘ was to be rati- 
“ fied judicially by the archbifhop.” . He concludes how 
| finally he refufed his approbation to this fermon, and faith 
it was thereupon carried to the Bifhop of London, who 
‘gave a great and ftately allowance of it, the good man 

8 “ not 
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not being willing that any thing fhould ftick with him 
‘¢that came from court, as appears by a book commonly | 
“< called the Seven Sacraments, which was allowed by his 
‘‘ lordfhip with all the errors, which have been fince ex- 
“ punged.” And he adds a pretty ftory of one Doétor 
Woral, the Bifhop of Lendon’s chaplain, ‘ Scholar good 
“enough, but a free fellow-like man, and of no very ten- — 
“ der confcience,”’ who before it was licenfed by the Bifhop,. 
Sibthorp’s fermon being brought to him, ‘hand over head 
‘“ approved it, and fubfcribed his name.” But afterwards 
hearing more of it, went to a counfel at the Temple, who 
told him, that by that book ‘ there was no eum nor tuum 
“‘ Jeft in England, and if ever the tide turned, he might 
‘come to be hanged for it,” and thereupon ‘ Woral 
“< fcraped out his name again,” and left it to his lord to li- 
cenfe. Then the Archbifhop takes notice of the inftruc- 
tions for that loan.  Thofe that refufed, to be fent for 
“‘ fouldiers to the King of Denmark. Oaths to be admi- 
‘ niftred with whom they had conference ; and who dif- 
‘‘ {waded them, fuch perfons to be fent td prifon, &c. He 
‘faith that he had complained thrice of Mountague’s Ar- 
‘¢ minian book, to no purpofe: Cofins put out his book 
“S of Seven Sacraments (ftrange things) but I knew nothing of 
“it, but as it pleafed my Lord of Durham and the Bifhop 
‘CS of Bath, fo it went.” In conclufion, the good Archbi- 
fhop, for refufing this licence of Sibthorp’s fermons, was, by 

Ddz the 
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the under working of his adverfaries, firft commanded from 
Lambeth, and confined to his houfe in Kent, and after- 
wards fequeftred, and a commiffion paffed to exercife the 
Archiepifcopal Jurifdiction to the Bifhops of London, Dur- 


ham, Rochefter, Oxford, and Bifhop Laud’ (who from 


thence arofe in time to be the Archbifhop). If I had leifure 
howeafy a thing it were forme to extract out of the narrative 
a juft parallel of our author, even almoft upon all points ? 
but I am now upon a more ferious fubject, and therefore 
fhall leave the application to his own ingenuity, and the 
good intelligence of the reader. 


About the fame time (for I am fpeaking within the circle 
of 2°, 3°, and 4° Caroli) that this book of Sibthorp’s, cal- 
led Apoftolical Obedience, was printed, there came out ano- 
ther of the fame ftamp, intitled Religionand Allegiance, by 
one Doétor Manwaring. It was the fubftance of two fer- 

mons preached by him at Whitehall, befide what of the 
fame nature at his own parith of Saint Giles. Therein he 
delivered for truth, ‘* That the king is not bound to ob- 
‘< ferve the laws of the realm concerning the fubjeéts rights 
‘* and liberties, but that his royal word and command, in 
‘¢ impofing loans and taxes without common confent in par- 
‘‘liament, does oblige the fubjeéts confcience upon pain of 
‘eternal damnation, that thofe who refufed to pay this 
‘< loan, offended againft the law of God, and the king’s fu- 
| s* pream 
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‘¢ pream authority, and became guilty of impiety, diflay- 
‘¢ alty and rebellion. That the authority of parliament was: 
‘‘ not neceffary for raifing of aids and fubfidies, and the flow 
“© proceedings of fuch great affemblies were not fitted for the. 
‘¢ fupply of . the ftates urgent: neceflities,. but would rather: 
‘* produce fundry.. impediments to the juft defigns of: 
‘* princes.”’. And after he had been queftioned for this doc-- 
trine, neverthelefs he preached:again, ‘* That the king had: 
‘¢ right to order all as to him fhould feem-good, without: 
‘* any man’s confent. That the king might, .in time of ne- 
“-ceffity, demand aid, and if the fubject did not fupply him, 
“ the king might juftly avenge it... That the propriety of 
‘‘:eftate and goods was ordinarily in the fubjec&t, but extra- 
‘ ordinarily in the king ;; that in -cafe. of.the king’s need. 
© he hath: right to difpofe;them.” He had befides, entring, 
into comparifon, called the refufers:of the loan, ‘ témpo- 
‘‘ ral recufantsy and faid,, the fame difobedience that they. 
“‘ (the papifts as they then: called them) practife in {pi-- 
“ rituals, that or worfe, fome of our fide, if ours they be, . 
“¢ dare to practife in temporals.” And he aggravated fur-- 
ther upon them under the refemblance of Turks, Jews, . 
Corah, Dathan and Abiram ; ‘which laft,” faid he, ** might : 
‘© as well liken themfelves to the three children ; or Theu- - 
“das and Judas, the two incendiaries in the daies of 
© Cefar’s tribute, might as well pretend their caufe to be - 
<< like that of the Maccabees, as what the refufers alledged 
¢ in. their own defence.” sax I fhould 
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I fhould not have been fo large in thefe particulars, had 
they been only fingle and volatile fermons, but bedaufe this 
was then the doétrine of thofe perfons that pretended to be | 
the church of England. The whole quire fung that tune,’ 
and inftead of the common law of England, and the fla+ 
tutes of parliament, that part of the clergy had invented: 
_ thefe Ecclefiaftical Lawes, which, according to their predo~ 
minancy, were fure to be put in execution. So that be- 
tween theit own revenue, which mutt be held Fure Divino, 
as every thing elfe that belonged to them, and the princes, 
that was JFure Regio, they had not left an inch of propriety 
for the fubjeét. Ie feemed that they had granted themfelves 
letters of reprifal apainft the laity, for the lofles of the 
church under Henry the Eighth, and that they would make 
a greater havock upon their temporalities in retaliation. 
And indeed, having many times fince pondered with my 
greateft and earneft impartiality, what could be the true rea- 
fon of the fpleen that they manifefted in thofe daies, on the 
one hand againft the Puritans, and on the other againft the 
Gentry, (for it was come, they tell me, to Jack Gentleman) 
I could not devife any caufe, but that the Puritans had, ever 
fince the Reformation, obftructed that lazinefs and {plen- 
dor which they enjoyed under the Pope’s fupremacy, and 
the Gentry had (facrilegioufly) divided the Abby Lands, and 
other fat morfels of the church at the diffolution, and 
now was the time to be revenged on them. 
| While 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 207 


While therefore the kingdome was turned into a prifon 
upon occafion of this Ecclefiaftical Loan, and many, of the 
eminenteft of the gentry of England were under reftraint, 
they thought it feafonable to recover once again their ancient 
glory, and to magnificate the church with triumphant pomp 
and ceremony. The three ceremonies that have the coun- 
tenance of law, would not fuffice, but they were all upon 
new inventions, and happy was he that was endued with 
that capacity, for he was fure before all others to be pre- 
ferred. There wasa fecond fervice, the table fet a/tar- 
wife, and to be called the altar, candles, crucifixes, paint- 
ings, imagery, copes, bowing to the eaft, bowing to the altar, 
and fo many feveral cringes and genuflexions, that a man 
unprattifed ftood in need to entertain both a dancing maf- 
ter and a remembrancer. - And though thefe things were 
very uncouth to Englifh proteftants who naturally affe& a 
plainnefs of fafhion, efpecially in facred things; yet if. 
thofe gentlemen could have contented themfelves with their 
own formality, the innovation had been more excufable. 
But many of thefe additions, and to be fure, all that had 
any colour of law, were fo impofed and prefled upon others _ 
that a great part of the nation was even put to it as it were 
to fine and ranfom upon this account. What cenfures, 
what excommunications, what deprivations, what impri- 
fonments ? I cannot reprefent the mifery and defolation, as 
it hath been reprefented to me. But wearied out at home, 

| many 
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many thoufand of his Majefties fubjeéts, to his and the na- 
‘tions great lofs, thouglit themfelves conftrained to feek ano- 
ther habitation, and every country, even though it wereamong 
favages and canibals, appeared more hof — to them than 
their own. 


_ And, co © I have — told by thofe that have 
_feen both, that our church did even then exceed the Ro- 
mifh in ceremonies and decorations; and indeed, {feveral 
of our.church did thereby frequently miftake their way, 
and from a popifh kind of worfhip, fell into the Romifh 
religion ; yet I cannot upon my beft judgement believe, 
that that party had generally a defign to alter the religion fo 
far, but rather to-fet up a new kind of Papacy of their 
wn, here in England. . And it feemed they had, to that 
purpofe, provided themfelves of a new religion in Hol- 
land. It was Arminianifm, which though it were the re- 
publican opinion there, and fo odious to King James, that 
it helped on the death of Barnevelt, yet now they under- 
took to accommodate it to monarchy and epifcopacy. And 
the choice feemed not imprudent. For on the one hand, 
jt was removed at fo moderate a diftance from popery, that 
they fhould not difoblige the papifts more than formerly, 
neither yet could the puritans, with juftice, reproach thefe 
men, as Romifh Catholicks ; and yet, on the other hand, 
they knew it was fo contrary to the ancient reformed doc- 
trine of the church of England, that the puritans would 

never 
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never ‘embrace’ it, and fo they fhould gain this pretence 
_ further to keep up that convenient and neceffary quarrel 
apainft nonconformity. - And accordingly it happened, fo 
that here again was a new /bidoleth. And the Calvinifts 
were all {tudioufly difcountenanced, and none but an Ar- 
minian was judged capable and qualified “for employment 
in the church. And though the king did declare, as I have 
before mentioned, that Mountague’s. (4rminian) book had 
been the occafion of the {fchifms in the church; yet care 
was immediately taken, by thofe of the fame robe and party, 
that he fhould be the more rewarded and advanced. As 
alfo it was in Manwaring’s cafe: _ who though by cenfure in 
parliament made incapable of any ecclefiaftical preferment, 
was ftraight made re@tor of Stamford-Rivers in Effex, with 
a difpenfation to hold too his living in St. Giles’s. And 
all dexterity was practifed to propagate the, fame opinions ; 
_and to fupprefs all writings or difcourfes to the contrary. © 


So that thofe who were of underftanding in thofe dayes 
tell me, that a man would wonder to have heard their kind - 
of preachings. How inftead of the practical doétrine 
which tends to the reforming of mens lives and manners, 
all their fermons were a very math of Arminian fubtilties, 
of ceremonies and decency, and of Manwaring, and Sib- 
thorpianifm brewed together, befides that in their conver- 
fation they thought fit to take fome more licenfe, the better 
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to dif-ghibelene themfelves from the puritans. And though 
there needed nothing more to make them unatceptable to 
the fober part of the nation, ‘yet. mareover they were’ fo ex 
ceeding pragmatical, fo intolerably ansbitrous, and fo defpé- 
rately proud, that fcarce any.gentleman might come near 
the tail of their mules. And many thmgs I perceive of ‘that 
naturé, do evén yet flick upon the ftomnachs of the ‘old pens 
tletnen of thofe times. For the Englifh have been alwaies 
very tender of their religion, their liberty, their propriety, 
and (I twas going to fay) no lefs of their reputation. Neither 
yet dol fpceak Of thefe things with paflion, confidering at 
more-diftance how natural :it is for men to defire to bein 
office 5 .and ‘no lefs natural to prow proud and intractable ia 
ofhoe ; and the tefs a clergyman is fo, the more he deferves 
to be commended. But thelé things before ‘mentioned, 
grew yet higher, after that Bifhop Laud was oncé not only 
exalted to the See of Canterbury, but to be chief Minifter. 
Happy had it been for the King, happy for the nation, and 
happy for himfelf, had he never climbed that pinnacle. For 
whethier it be or no, that the clergy are not fo well fitted 
by education as others for political affairs, 1 know. hot ; 
though I fhould rather think they have advanitage above 
others, and even if they would but keep to their Bibles, 
might make the beft minifters of -ftate in the world ; yet it 
is generally obferved that things mifcarry under their govern- 
iment. If there be any counfel more precipitate, ‘more _vio- 
| ent, 
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lent, more rigoroys, more extreme than other, that is theirs. 
Truly I think the reafon that God does. not blefs them in 
affairs of ftate, is, becaufe he never intended them for that 
émployment.° Of if government, ‘and the preaching of’ the 
gofpel, may well concur in the fame perfon, God therefore’ 
fruftrates him, becaufe, ‘ though knowing better, he feeks 
and manages his greatnefs by the leffer and meaner maxims. 
Fam confident the Bifhop ftudied: to do both God and his 
Majefty good fervice, but alas, how utterly was he miftaken ! 
Though fo learned, fo pious, fo wifé a man, he feemed to 
know nothing beyond Ceremonies, Arminianifm, and Man- 
waring. With that he begun, and with that ended, and 
thereby deformed the whole reign of the beft prince that 
ever wielded the Englifh fcepter. 


For his late Majefty being a prince truly pious and religi- 
ous, was thereby the more inclined to efteem and favour the 
clergy. And.thence, though himfelf of a moft exquifite 
underftanding, yet he could not truft it better than in their 
keeping. Whereas every man js beft in his own poft, and 
fo the preacher in. the pulpit. But ke that will do the 
clergyes drudgery, muft Jook for his reward ‘in another 
world. For they having gained this af{cendent upon him, 
refolved, whatever became on’t, to make their beft of him ; 
and having made the whole bufjnefs of ftate their Arminian 
jangles, and the ane for ceremonies, did for recom- 
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pence aflign him that i imaginary abfolute government, upon 
which rock we all ruined. 


For now was came the laft part of the Archbifhop’s in- 
difcretion; who having ftrained thofe ftrings fo high here, 
and all at the fame time, which no wife man ever did; he 
moreover had a mind to try the fame dangerous experiment 
in Scotland, and fent thither the Book of the Englifh Liturgy 
to be impofed upon them. What followed thereupon; is 
yet.within the compafs of. moft mens memories. -And how 
the war broke out, and then to be fure hell’s broke loofe. 
Whether it be a war of religion, or of liberty, - is not worth 
the labour to enquire. Which foever was at the top, 
the other was at the bottome ; ; but upon confidering all, 
I think the caufe was too good to have been fought for. 
Men ought to have trufted God; they ought and might 
have trufted the King with that whole matter. The arms 
of the church are prayers and tears, the arms of the fubjects 
are patience and petitions. ‘The King himfelf being of fo 
accurate and piercing a judgement, would foon have felt 
where it ftuck. For men may fpare their pains where nature 
is at work, and the world will not go the fafter for our 
| driving. Even as his prefent Majefties happy reftauration 
did itfelf, fo all things elfe happen in their beft and proper 


time, without any need one our officioufnefs. 


But 
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But after all the fatal confequences of that rebellion, which 
can only ferve as fea~-marks unto wife princes to avoid the 
caufes, fhall this fort of men ftill vindicate themfelves as the 
moft zealous affertors of the rights of princes? They are but 
at the beft well-meaning zealots. Shall, to decline fo per- 
nicious counfels, and to provide better for the quiet of 
government, be traduced as the author does here, under 
thefe odious terms of ‘ forfaking the church, and deliver- 
‘¢ ing up the church ?” Shall thefe men alwayes prefume ta 
ufurp to themfelves that venerable ftile of the ‘* church of 
“< England ?” God forbid. Fhe Independents at that rate 
would have fo many diftint congregations as they. There 
would be Sibthorp’s. church, and Manwaring’s church, ‘and 
Montague’s church, and a whole bead-roll more, whom for 
decency’s fake I abftain from naming. And every man that 
could invent a new opinion, or a new ceremony, or a new 
tax, fhould be a new church of England. 


Neither, as far as I can difcern, have this fort of the Nae 
fince his Majefties return, given him better encouragements 
to fteer by their compafs. Iam told, that preparatory to. 
that, they had frequent meetings in the city, I know not. 
whether in Grub-ftreet, with the divines of the other party, 
and that there in their Feafts of Love, they promifed to. 
forget all former offences, to lay by all animofities, that 
there fhould be a new heaven, and a new earth, all meek~ 

, nefs, 


214 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED,. 
nefs, charity, and condefcenfion. His Majefty I am fure - 
fent over his gracious declaration of. liberty to. tender con- 
f{ciences, and upon his coming over, feconded. it with his. 
éommiffion under the broad feal; for a conference betwixt 
_ the two parties, to prepare things for an accommodation, 
that he might confirm it by his royal authority. Hereupon 
what do they? notwithftanding this happy conjund@ure of 
his Majefties Reftauration, which had put all men into fo 
good a humour, that upon a little moderation and temper of 
things, the ‘nonconformifts could not have ftuck out 3 fome 
of thefe men fo contrived it, that there fhould not be the 
Jeaft abatement to bring them off with confcience, and 
(which infinuates into all men) fome little reputation. But 
to the contrary; feveral unneceffary additions were made, 
only becaufe they knew they would be miore ingrateful and 
ftigimatical to the nonconformifts. I ‘remember one in the 
Litany, where to falfe do@rine and herefie, they added 
 fchifm, though it were to {poil the mufick and cadence of 
the period ; but thefe things were the beft. To fhow that 
they were men like others, even cunning men, revengeful 
men, they drilled things on, till they might procure a law, 
wherein, befides all the conformity that had been of former 
times enacted, there might be fome new conditions impofed 
on thofe that fhould have or hold any church livings, 
fuch as they affured themfelves, that rather than fwallow, 
the nonconformifts would difgorge all their benefices. 
| | And 
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And accordinply it fucceeded; feveral thoufands of thofe 
minifters being upoa ‘one memorable day outed of their 
fubfiltence. His Majefty in. the mean time, although 
they had thus far prevailed to fruftrate his royal inten- 
tions, had reinftated the church in all its former revenues, , 
dignities, advantages, fo far ftom the author's mifchievoug. 
afperfion of ever thinking of converting 'them to his own. 
ufe, that he reftored them free from what was due to him 
by law wpon their firft admiffion. So careful was he, *“‘ ‘be-. 
“ caufe all. government muft owe its quiet and continuance. 
© to the churches patronage,” to pay them, even what 
they ought. But 1 have obferved, that if a man bein the 
ehutch’s debt once, “tis very hard to get. an acquittance : 
. and thefe men never think they have their full rights, unlefs. 
they reign. What would they have had more? they roul’d 
on a flood of wealth, and yet in matter of a leafe, would 
make no difference betwixt a nonconformift, and: one of 
their own fellow fufferers, who had ventured his life, and 
{pent his eftate for the king’s fervice. They. were reftored. 
to parliament, and to take their places with the king and. 
the nobility. They had a new liturgy to their own hearts 
defire; and to cumulate all .this happinefs, they had this 
new law again{ft the Fanaticks. All they had that could. 
_ be devifed in the world to make.a clergyman good natured. | 


Neverthelefs after all their former fufferings, and after 
all ‘thefe new enjoyments and acquifitions, they have pro-- 
eS ceeded 
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ceeded ftill in the fame track.. The matter of ceremonies, 

to be fure, hath not only exercifed their antient rigour and 

feverity, but hath been a main ingredient of their publick 

difcourfes, of their fermons, of their writings. I could 
not (though I do not make it my work after a great example 

to look over Epiftles Dedicatory) but obferve by chance the 

title page of a book t’other day, as an embleme how much 

fome of them do negle@ the Scripture in refpea to their 
darling ceremonies. ‘‘ A Rationale upon the Book of Com- 

‘© mon-Prayer of the Church of England, by A. Sparrow, 

‘©D, D. Bifhop of Exon. With the form of confecration: 
‘© of a church or chapel, and of the place of Chriftian 

‘¢ Burial. By Lancelot Andrews, late Lord Bifhop of Win- 

‘‘ chefter. Sold by Robert Pawlet at the fign of the Bible 

‘© in Chancery Lane.” Thefe furely are worthy cares for the 

fathers of the church. | 3 


But to let thefe things alone ; how have they of late 
years demeaned themfelves to his Majefty, although our au- 
thor urges their immediate dependance on the King to be a 
great obligation he hath upon their loyalty and fidelity? I 
have heard that fome of them, when a great minifter of 
{tate grew burdenfome to his Majefty and the nation, ftood - 
almoft in defiance of his Majefties good pleafure, and fought 
it out to the uttermoft in his defence, I have been told that - 
fome of them in a matter of divorce, wherein his Majefty 
4 | defired 
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defired that juftice might be done to the party aggrieved, 
oppofed him vigoroufly, - though they made bold too with 
a point of confcience in the cale, and-went againft the 
judgement of the beft divines of all parties. It hath been 
obferved, that whenfoever his Majefty hath had the moft 
urgent occafions for’ fupply, others of them have made it 
their bufinefs to trinkle with the members of parliament, 
for obftrudting it, unlefs the king would buy it with a new 
law againft the fanaticks. And hence it is that the wifdome 
of his Majefty and the parliament muft be expofed to after 
ages for fuch a fuperfoetation of acts inhis reign about the 
fame bufinefs: _ And no fooner can his Majelty upon his own 
bett reafons try to obviate this inconvenience, but our au- 
thor, who had before’ ouitfhot Sibthorp and Manwaring in 
their own bows, is now for retrenching his authority, and 
moreover calumniates the ftate with a likelihood, and the 
reafons thereof, of the return of popery into this nation. 
And this hath been his firft method by the fanaticks raifing 
difturbance: whereupon if I have raked farther into things 
than I would have done, the author’s indifcretion. will, I 
hope, excufe me, and gather all the blame for reviving — 
thofe things which were to be buried in oblivion. But, 
by what appears, I cannot fee that there is any probabi- 
lity of difturbance in the ftate, but si men of his s fpirit and 


principles. 
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The fecond way whereby the fanatick party, he faith, 
may at Jaft work the ruin of the church, is “ by combi- 
“ning with the Atheifts, for their union is like the mix- 
‘ture of nitre and charcoal, it carries all before it without 
“© mercy or refiftance.”’ So it feems, when you have made 
gunpowder of the athejfts and fanaticks, we are like to be 
blown up with popery. And fo will the larks teo. But 
his zeal {pends itfelf moft againft the atheifts, becaufe they 
ufe to‘f jeer the parfans.” That-they may. do, andno atheifts 
neither. For really, while clergymen will, having fo fe- 
rious an office, play the dralls and the boon companians, 
and make merry with the Scriptures, not only among them- 
felves, but in gentlemens company, ‘tis impoflible but that 
they fhould meet with, at leaft, an unlucky repartee fame- 
times, and grow by degrees to be a tale, and contempt 
to the people. Nay, even that which our authar alwayes 
magnifies, the reputation, the intereft, the fecular gran- 
deur of the church, is indeed the very thing which zenders 
them ridiqulous to many, andilooks as impraper and buf- 
foonith, as to have feen the porter lately in the good Doétor’s 
cafiock and girdle. For, lo they tell me, that there are 
no where more athsifts than at Rome, becaufe men feeing 
that prineely garb and pomp. of the clergy, and obferving 
the life and manners, think therefore the meaner of reli- 
gion. For certainly, the reputation and intereft of the 
clergy, was firft gained by abftra@ting themfelves from the 
a 2 world, 
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world, attending their callings, humility, ftrittnefe of 
doctrine, and the fame ftri@nefs in converfation: and | 
things are beft preferved by the fame means they were at firft 
attained. But if our author had been as concerned again 
atheifrn, de he is againft their difrefped of his function, he 
fhould have been content that the fanatick preachers might 
have fpent fome of their pulpit fweat upon the atheifts, and 
made a noife in their eary, about faith, communion with 
God, dttetidanee ‘upon ordinances, which he himfelf jeers 
at {6 pleafantly. Neither do } ke opon the fame reafons 
his manner of difcourfe with the atheifts, where he com 
plains that ours are not like thofe good atheifts of former 
times, who never did thruft thenifelves into publick cares 
and concerns, ‘* minding nothing but love, wime, ahd 
“¢ poetry.” Nor in another place, ‘ put the cafe the clergy 
‘¢ were cheats and juglers, yet rt muft be allowed they até 
“ neceflary inftraments of ftate to awe the common: people 
‘¢ into fear and obedience, becaufe nothing élfe can fo ef- 
“ fectually inflave them (tis this it feems our author would 
be at) as the fear of invifible powers, and the difmal 
¢¢ apprélienfions of the world to come: and for this very 
‘© reafon, though there were no other, it is fit they fhould 
“© be allowed the fame honour and refpe&, as would be 
' «¢ acknowledged their due, if they were fincere and honeft 
«© men.” No atheift could have faid better. How mendi- 
canta eaufe has he here made of it; they will fay, they 
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fee where the fhoe wrings him, and that though this be 
fome ingenuity in him, yet it is but little policy. Nay, 
perhaps they will fay, that they are no. atheifts neither, . but 
only, I know not by what fate, every day, one or other of 
the clergy does, or faith, fome fo ridiculous and foolifh 
thing, or fome fo pretty accident befalls them, that in our 
author’s words, a ‘*man muft be very fplenetick that can 
‘¢ refrain from laughter.” I would have quoted the page 
here, but that the author has, I think for evafion fake, 
omitted to number them in this whole preface. But whe- 
ther there be any atheifts or no, which I queftion more 
than witches, I do not, forall this, take our author to be 
one, though fome would conclude it out of his principles, 
others out of his expreflions. Yet really, I think he hath 
done that fort of men fo much fervice in his books, by his 
ill handling, and while he perfonates one party, making all 
teligion ridiculous, that they will never be able to requite 

him but in the fame manner. He hath opened them a 
whole treafure of words and fentences, univerfally applica- 
ble ;_ where they may rifle or chufe things, which their piti- 
ful wit, as he calls it, would never have been able to invent ° 
and flourifh. But truly, as the fimple parliament 5° Eliz. 
never imagined what confequence that claufe in the Wed- 
nefday Faft would have to puritanifm, neither did he what 
his periods would have to atheifm ; and yet though he is fo 
more excufable, I hope I may have the fame leave on him, 


5 as 
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as he on that parliament, to cenfure his impertinence. To 
clofe this; I know a lady that chid her mafter of the horfe, 
for correcting a page that had fworn a great oath. For, 
faith fhe, ‘* The boy did therein {how only the generofity 
“of his courage, and his acknowledgment of a Deity.” 
And indeed, -he hath approved his religion, and juftified 


himfelf from atheifm much after the fame manner. 


_ The third way and laft (which I, being tired, am very glad 
of) by which the fanaticks may raife difturbances, and fo. 
introduce popery, is by joining crafty and facrilegious ftatef- 
men into the confederacy. But really here he doth {peak 
concerning King and counfellors at fuch a rate, and defcribe 
and charaéterize fome men fo, whomfoever he intends, that 
though I know there are no fuch, I dare not touch, it is too 
hazardous. ”Tis true he paffes his compliment ill-favouredly 
enough. ‘ The church has at prefent an impregnable affi- 
‘‘ ance in the wifdom, &c. of fo gracious a prince, that is 
‘¢ not capable of fuch counfels, fhould they be fuggefted to 
‘him: though certainly no man that is worthy to be ad- 
“¢ mitted to his Majefties favour or privacy, can be fuppofed — 
“¢ fo fool-hardy or prefumptuous as to offer fuch weak and 
‘“¢ difhonourable advice to fo wife and able a prince; yet 
‘‘ princes are mortal, and if ever hereafter, (and fome time 
‘¢ or other it muft happen) the crown fhould chance to fet- 
‘‘ tle upon a young and unexperienced head, this is ufually 
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“ the firft thing in which {uch princes are abufed by their 


‘* keepers and guardians, &c.”” But this compliment is no 
better at beft, than if difcourfing with a man of another, I 
fhould take him by the beard. Upon fuch occafions in 
company, we ufe to afk, Sit, whom do you mean? I am 
fure our author takes it alwayes for granted, that his anfwerer 
intends him upon more indefinite and lefs dire& provoca~ 
tions. But our author does even perfonate fome men as 
{peaking at prefent againft the church, ‘‘ They will intangle 
“your affairs, indanger your fafety, hazard your crown. 
ss All the reward you fhall have to compenfate your misfor- 
“tunes, by following church counfels, fhall be that a few 
*¢ churchmen, or fuch like people, fhall cry you up fora — 
“faint or a martyr.” Still your, your, as if it were a clofe 
‘difcourfe unto his Majefty himfelf. Though if thefé were 
the worft that they faid, or that the author. fathers upon 
them, I with the King might never have bettér counfellors 
about him. But if the author be fecure, for the prefent, in 
his Majefties reign, fears not popery, not forfaking the 
church, not affuming the church revenues, why is he fo 
provident ? why put things in men’s heads they never thought 
of? why ftir fuch an odious, feditious, impertinent, unféa- 
fonable difcourfe ? why take this very minute of time, but 
that he hath mifchief, to fay no worfe, in his heart ? He had 
no fuch remote conceit (for all his talk) of an infant coming 
to thecrown. He is not fo weak but he knows too much, 

and 
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and is too well inftruéted, to {peak to fo little purpofe.. 
That would have been like a fet of Elfibeth players, that in: 
the country having worn out and over acted all the playes 
they brought with them from London, laid their wits toge- 
ther to make a new one of their own. No lefs man than- 
Julius Czar was the argument ; and one of the chief parts 
was Mofes perfwading Julius Czfar not to make war againft 
his.own countrey, nor pafs the Rubicon. If our author did 
not fpeak of our prefent times (to do which neverthelefs had 
been fufficiently falfe and abfurd) but writ all this meerly 
out of his providence for after-ages; I fhall no more call. 
him Bayes, for he is juft fuch a fecond Mofes. Iafk pardon 
if J have {aid too much, but 1 fhall deferve none, if I med- 
dle any further with fo improbable and dangerous a bufinefs.- 


To conclude, the author gives us one ground more, and 
perhaps more feditiqufly infinuated than any of the former 3. 
that is, if ‘ it fhould fo prove,” that is, if the ‘* fanaticks, 
« by their wanton and unreafonable oppofition to the inge- 
 nious and moderate difcipline of the church of England, 
‘‘ fhall give their governours too much reafon to fufped that 
«‘ they are never to be kept in order by a milder and more 
‘© gentle government than that of the church of Rome, and 
‘‘ force them at laft to feourge them into better manners, 
** with the briars and thorns of their difcipline.”” It feems 
then that the difcipline contended about, is worth fuch an 


alteration... 
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alteration. It feems that he knows fomething’ more. than 
I did believe of the defign in the late times before the war. 


Whom doth he mean by our governours? the King? No, 
for he isa fingle perfon. The Parliament, or the Bifhops. 


I have now done, after I have (which is I think due) 
given the reader, and the author a fhort account how I came 
to write this book, and in this manner. Firft of all, I was 
\ offended at the prefumption and arrogance of his ftile ; 
whereas there is nothing either of wit, or eloquence in all 
his books, worthy of a reader’s, and more unfit for his 
own, taking notice of. Then his infinite tautology was 
| burdenfome, which feemed like marching a company round 
a hall upon a pay-day fo often, till if the mufter-mafter 
were not attentive, they might receive the pay of a regiment. 
All the variety of his treat is pork (he knows the ftory) but 
fo little difguifed by good cookery, that it difcovers the 
miferablenefs, or rather the penury of the hoft. When I 
obferved how he inveighs againft the trading part of the 
nation, I thought he deferved to be within the five mile af; 
and not to come within that diftance of any corporation. 
I could not patiently fee how irreverently he treated kings 
and princes, as if they had been no better than King Phys 
and King Uf of Brantford. 1 thought his profanation of the 
Scripture intolerable ; for though he alledges that ’tis only 
in order to fhew how it was mifapplyed by the fanaticks, 
| | he 
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he might have done that too, and yet preferved the dignity 
and reverence of thofe facred writings, which he hath’ not 
done; but on the contrary, he hath, in what is properly his 
own, taken the moft of all his ornaments, and imbellifhments — 
thence in a fcurrilous and facrilegious ftile ; infomuch that 
were it honeft, I will undertake out of him to make a bet- 
ter, that is, a more ridiculous and profaner book, than all 
the Friendly Debates bound up together. Methought I ne- 

ver faw a more bold and wicked attempt, than that of re- 
ducing grace, and-making it a meer fable, of which he 
gives us the moral.. Iwas forry to fee that even. prayer 
could not be admitted to bea virtue, having thought hitherto 
it had been a grace, and a peculiar gift of the Spirit; but 
I confidered, that that prayer ought to be difcouraged, in 
order to prefer the liturgy. He feemed to {peak fo little. 
like a divine ‘in all thofe matters, that the poet might ag 
well have pretended to be the Bifhop Davenant, and that. 
defcription of the poet’s of prayer and praife was better than 
our author’s on the fame fubje@. Canto the 6th, where he 
likens prayers to the Ocean, | 


_ “ For prayer the Ocean is where diverily 
_ Men fteer their courfe each to a feveral coaft, 
 6¢ Where all our interefts fo difcordant lye, 
. © That half. beg winds, by which the reft are ¢ loft.” e 


Voz. II. " "Gg | . And - 
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And praife he compares to the ynion of fanaticks and 
atheifts, Bac, that is, gunpowder; ‘ praifle 1s devotion fit for 
mighty minds, &c.”” | z 


“ Its a, — like powder, is unknown. 

‘© And though weak kings excefs of praife may fear, 
“Yet when ’tis here, like powder, dangerous grown, 
“© Heavens vault receives, what would the palace tear,” 


Indeed alt Aftragen appeared to.me the better fcheme of 
religion. ‘But it is unneceflary here to recapitulate all, one 
by one, what I have in the former difcourfe taken notice of. 
I fhall only add, what gave, if not the greatelt, yet the 
laft impulfe to my writing. I had obferved in his firft book 
page 57, that he had faid ** fome pert and pragmatical di- 
“6 vines had filled the world with a buzze and noife of the 
“ Divine Spirit ;’’ which feemed to me fo horribly irreverent, 
as if he had taken fimilitude from the hum and buz of 
the humble bee in the Rehearfal. | 


In the fame book, I have before mentioned, that moft 
unfafe paflage of our ‘Saviour, being not only in an hot 
‘fit of zeal, but in a feeming fury and tranfport of paffion.”” 
And ftriving to unhook himfelf. hence, page 152 of ‘his fe- 
cond book, {wallows it deeper, faying, “ Our Blefled Saviour 
‘¢ did in that action take upon him the perfon, and privi- 


“ ledge of a Jewifh zealot.” Take upon him the perfon, 
4 | that 
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that is, — indueté. And what ——— he: Play? © of a 
Jewitt: tealot.. 


The fecond Perfon of the Trinity (may I repeat thefe 
things without offenee) to take upon him the perfon of 4 
Jewith zealot, thiat i is, of a notorious rogue and cut-throat ! 


This feemed to proceed from too flight an apprehenfion 
and knowledge of the duty we owe to our Saviour. And laft. 
of all, in this preface, as before quoted, he faith, the 
“ nonconformift preachers do {pend moft of their pulpit 
_“ fweat in making a noife about communion with God.” 
So that there is not one Perfon of the Trinity that he hath 
not done defpite to: ahd teft he thould have diftin@ com- 
munion with the Faker, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, for 
which he mocks his anfwerer ; he hath fpoken evil diftin@ly 
of the Father, diftinéily of the Son, and diftinély of the 
Holy Ghoft. That only remained behind, wherein our 
author might furpafs the character given to Aretine, a fa- 
mous man of his faculty. | 

Qui giace il Aretino, 
Chi de tutti mal diffe fuor da Dio: 
Ma di quefto fi [cufa, perche no’l conobbe. 


‘* Here lies Aretine, 
© Who {poke evil of all, except God only, 
‘¢ But of this he begs excufe, becaufe he did not know him.” 


Gg2 And 
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And now I have done. '. And I fhall think my‘felf largely. 
recompenfed for this trouble, if any one that hath been for- 
merly of another mind, fhall learn by this example, that 
it is not impofflible to be merry and angry as long time as I 
have been writing, without profaning and violating thofe 
things which are and — to be moft facred. ” : 


THE 


REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 
THE SECOND PART, 


OCCASIONED BY. 
T W O LET T ER S: 


The firft printed by a namelefs Author, intituled, 


A R E P R O O-F, sete. 


The Second Letter left for me at a Friend’s Houfe, dated November 3, 1673, 
fubfcribed J. G. and concluding with thefe words : 


“Tf thou dareft to print or publifh any Lie or Libel againft Doctor Parker, 
by the Eternal God I will cut thy Throat.” 


If youhave any thing to object againft it, do your worft. You know the Prefs is open. 


REPROOF page 67. 
Licenfed the sft of May 1673. By the Author and Licenfer of the ECCLESIASTICAL POLIT Ys 


ANSWERED 
By ANDREW MARVELL. 


LON DO N: 
Printed for NATHANJEL Ponpgr, at the Peacock, in Chancery-lane, near Fleet-ftreet. 
M DC LXXIL. 
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REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED: 
PART IL 


T H E author of the Ecclefiaftical Polity (why not 
Door Sermon ?) doubts, with fome reafon, whether 
| he has not in that ftudy ‘loft his underftanding *.” 
To convince himfelf therefore and others of the contrary, he 
attempts to fhew here at the beginning, that he not only 
knows.as yet what he does, but remembers ftill the very cir- 
cumftances of his actions. Hetells me: ‘*I had heard from. 

*¢ him fooner had he not, immediately after he undertook | 
“* my correction, been prevented by a dull and lazy diftem- 
“ per; but being now recruited, 8c. +”? Sooner or later: 
imports not, it comes much to the fame account. Nona- 
turalift has determined the certain time of a mountain’s. 
pregnancy, how long it goes before it be delivered:° but 
one has told us what kind of child it always produces. And. 
as for his dull and lazy diftemper, the courtefie was no lefs. 
fuperfluous to inform me of what moft men have been long 
fince fully fatisfied upon undeniable teftimony. What is the 


| world: 
* The laft line of his preface.to the Reproof. ++ Reproof page.r. 
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world concerned in the revolutions of his health, or the 
courfes of phyfick that he runs through at {pring and 
fall ? Plutarch indeed gives us the minutes of Alexander 
the Great’s ficknefs after his laft debauch; and the 
Dutch hiftorian Aytzema is fo punctual in the late Prince 
of Orange’s malady, as even to chronicle in Folio what 
days he did excernere dura, when fetida, and when 
faces laudabiles. What then? mutt it therefore follow that 
this Orange doctor, by having commenced in this prince’s 
train, is grown fo confiderable, that the temper of his 
mind, the jun@ure of his affairs, and the ftate of his body 
fhould be tranf{mitted to pofterity ? that after-ages muft read 
in what moon his invention was fluent, and in what Epocha, 
coftive ? that as in his late preface he entered his Clofer Im- 
portance upon record, fo in this voluminous pamphlet his 
clofe-ftool too fhould be regiftered? but fuppofe he were. 
of fuch moment, he is too hard put to it, and but ill be- 
friended, that he muft do himfelf that office. Was there 
not one true Englifhman left to help him? ungrateful 
world, that when he has * loft his labourand underftand- 
“ing *” in writing them an Ecclefiaftical Polity, would 
not afford him fome other pen for his own Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory. But he is fo felf-fufficient, and an 4-all of fo 
many capacities, that he would excommunicate any man 
who fhould have prefumed to intermeddle fo far within his 


province 
* The jaft line of preface to Reproof. 
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province. Has he been an author? he is too the ficenfer. 
Has he been a father? he will ftand too for god-father. 
Is he then to be marryed? he afks his own banns in print. 
And now after he thinks himfelf cured, and in wedding 
and writing cafe, he cannot forbear neverthelefs but he muft 
be publifhing his difeafes. Had he acted Pyramus he would 
have been Moon-fhine too, and the Hole in the wall. That 
firft author of Ecclefiaftical Polity, Nero, was of the fame 
temper. He could not be contented with the Roman Em- 
pire unlefs he were too his own Precentor; and he in the 
fame manner, out of meer charity, when he apprehended 
death, lamented only the detriment that mankind muft 
fuftain in lofing fo confiderable a fidler. When a man is 
once poffeffed with this fanatick kind of {pirit, he imagines, 
_ if a fhoulder do but itch, that the world has galled it with 
leaning on it fo long, and therefore he wifely fhrugs to re- 
move the globe to the other. If he chance but to fneeze, 
he falutes himfelf, and courteoufly prays that the founda- 
tions of the earth be not fhaken. And even fo the author 
of the Ecclefiaftical Polity, ever fince he crept up to be 
but the weathercock of a fteeple, he trembles and creaks | 
at every puff of wind that blows him about, as if the’ 
Church of England were falling, and the ftate tottered.. 
And then after men are once come to miftake themfelves as 
fo neceffary, it is no wonder if they impute it for a great 
obligation, as oft as they condefcend to give the publick an 

Vox. II. Hh account 
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account of their privacies. There is not any fo undecent 
circumftance of their life but they think it worthy to be 
committed to paper, and, foul as it is, yet they forthwith 
fend it away to the printer. And now all Chriftendom 
doubtlefs has taken notice that the author of the Ecclefiaftical 
Polity has lain-in of a dull and lazy diftemper, and to be fure 
the ecclefiafticks of his faculty have deeply fympathized 
with his condition. The news will, after the rebound of 
fome months, reach Conftantinople and Agra; and as foon 
as they hear of his recovery, the Mufti and the Mulla will 
certainly fend to congratulate him. But however he has 
methinks not dealt fo kindly herein with his native country 
as their univerfal concernment for hitn might have deferved. 
For though indeed there muft needs be a mighty profit upon 
the exportation of his book, and thofe efpecially beyond 
the Line will think it a great advantage to buy the-account 
of his health at any rate with fo large a volume into. the 
bargain ; yet he might out of gratitude to our curiofity have 
advertifed us at home the cheaper way, by the fame pazette 
in which he cries his book to-make it vendible. Whereas 
the inferting it thus in fo thick an oétavo, is a.moft palpable 
project upon men’s affections, and next to impofing his 
book upon the church-wardens of | every parifh, and the 
chapters of: all-the cathedrals. As well as men love him, 
yet they defire not that his ficknefs fhould be as chargeable 
to the countrey as a vifitation, Nay, even the clergy fcru- 
5 ple 
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_ ple at the price, and take it ill, that ‘as oft as their Arch- 
deaeen eomes abroad again in print, they fhould be obliged 
in this manner to pay procurations and fynodals. But of all 
men it falls moft. feverely upon the nonconformifts, who 
having been exhaufted with fo many other penalties for- 
merly, cannot fo well afford to buy their} penance fo dear, 
and take off his books every year in commutation. ’Tis 
true, he has been kiad to them, and to fuch a degree, that 
he hath done more fervice to their eaufe by writing againft 
it, than all their own authors that ever writ for them. But 
that therefore being fo contrary to his intention, the accident 
diminifhes the courtefie. And if yet for old acquaintance 
- fake they could be content to give fomewhat for * ‘a book 
‘© in fome places erroneous, in fome places fcarce fenfe, 
‘© and of ill confequence;” they compute that if ‘* the 
‘© Reproof to the Rehearfal Tranfprofed, in a difcourfe to 
‘its author, by the author of the Ecclefiaftical Policy,” be 
of the fame nature, and at the fame price, it is, however, 
better of the two to buy an Englifh Bible with all its 
faults. He is returned to be a precious man indeed, 
more precious than ever heretofore at the univerfity ; | 
if fince. he arofe to be the author of the Ecclefiaftical 
Polity, a poor fanatick that has been of his intimacy, can- 
not be informed how he does under the prodigal expence of 
five fhillings. | 
, | Hh 2 ' He 
* Gregory, p. 104, concerning the Enplith Bible. 
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He cannot fure take it unkindly if I enter into a further 
confultation of the nature of his indifpofition, and the reme- 
dies; feeing he has fo voluntarily interefted me therein, and 
his readers; for the officious always {pring game to the — 
- curious. The difeafe being, as he relates, fo dull and lazy, 
I fhould think at firft that it might have been a lethargy ; 
and whereas he imagines himfelf recruited, that he has only 
in order to a cure (as is ufual in that cafe) been caft-into a 
fever. For he has forgot himfelf moft extreamly, and his 
whole difcourfe, as proceeding from a man in the confines 
_ of two fo contrary diftempers, partakes all thorow equally of 
{tupidity and raving. 


But when I refleé& further upon the fymptoms, and his _ 
defcription, it feems more probably to be the belteria, a 
Greek difcompofure, and to which thofe of his conftitution 
are generally fubje&t. The malignity of this affeé&ts the mind 
rather than the body, and therefore lies further beyond the 
reach of phyfick. When once it takes a man he is defpe- 
rate, and there is no more poffibility of his recovery ; nor 
is that ftrange, it being the property of thofe that have it, 
by how much they grow worfe, to conceive always that 

they are in a better condition. 


Some indeed will have it, that under thofe terms of a dull 
and lazy diftemper, he calumniates a more a¢tive and ftirring 
difeafe, (as the fpleen and the {curvy do oftentimes bear the 

| blame 
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blame of another infirmity) and that it isno-Grecian malady, 
but derives its name from a countrey much nearer. But 
that * ‘ diftemper is fo unfuitable to the civility of his edu- 
“‘ cation, and the gravity of his profeflion,”’ that I queftion 
_ much whether it could be fo clownifh and licentious (bold 
though it be) to accoft a perfonage of his figure and cha- 
racter. Yet who knows after that new alliance in the year 
1665, betwixt nature and divinity, that amorous feafon of | 
his Zentamina Phyfica-Theologica, (if he were the author) 
whether his nature may ‘not have given his divinity the flip, 
and running its own random, have met with fome mifad- . 
venture ?: For even then. he had learnt how + Ariftotle wor-_ 
fhipped his wench under fhow of. facrificing to.a goddefs.. 
He informed us fo early, how + Stilpo difputing before the : 
Areopagites, that Minerva could not be a God, becaufe. the - 
was a.woman, and therefore a goddefs ; Theodorus fome-. 
what {muttily afked him, whether he had feen her without : 
her fhift. And this repartee of Theodorus he recommends ; 
there for fo ingenious, that he ranks it among his colours, . 
why that philofopher, who'called himfelf God, fhould not - 
be counted an’ atheift; though I can fcarce difcern any : 
more wit or theology in it, than in his own argument lately 
among a knot of eminent divines, the women being prefent ; . 
that the reft of the clergymens wives were but difh-clouts, | 
his own a —_— ; and _—_ had been perfectly quit, had | 
| but: 
* Reproof, p. 1.’ + Tent, Phyf. Pp. 2. = Idem, Pp. 14 
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but Stilpo now capped Theodorus, by telling him that they 
were all however no more than needed: to fcowre his mouth 
after fo flovenly a comparifon. In the fame book he demon- 
ftrates at large how impoflible it was (though Epicurus his 
opinion) for mankind to be produced at firft from certain 
veficles or pimples of the earth ®. You would wonder to 
fee how folidly and elaborately, with what dint of reafon 
he confutes fo dangerous an herefy, to the great inftruGtion, 
doubtlefs, and advantage of Sir John Hinton, and Do@or 
Chamberlain +. Then he takes their office out of their 
hands, and proceeds immediately to read a publick lecture 
of the figure and ufe of the veffels of generation, and more 
efpecially thofe of the female t. Like a forward chick, he 
pecks through Do@tor Harvey’s egg-fhell, and tells us that 
moft famous phyfician was not fo cunning as he fhould have 
been in the chief myftery of the feminal bufinefs . At 
laft this blufhing gentleman, this very picture of modefty, 
in open terms undertakes to explain the § pleafure annexed 
to the a@ of procreation, and is fo tickled with the imagi- 
nation (prefaging too perhaps, that it might ere long’ be his 
fortune to dine with a God, (fo he ftiles the Archbithop) 
and bed a Goddefs, (fo he calls his miftrefs) that although 
he cenfures Lucretius for {peaking fo broad, yet he cannot 
refrain from ufing his own words; ‘that "twas fo excef- 


“¢ fively 


» *® Tent. Phyf. from p. 68, to p. 77, and p. 112. . + Idem, from p. 99, 
top. 108. fidem,p.106. || Reproof, p.227. § Tent. Phyf p. 308. 
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« fively fweet, as to be the folace not only of mankind, but 
“ the Deities *.” And ail this ftir is there made by the pre- 
fent author of the Ecclefiaftical Polity, in order, forfooth, to 
prove God's providence, as if that could not be, or were not 
fufficiently evidenced without his gofliping colleGtions of 
naked midwifery. Infomuch that one who underftood not 
beyond his Latine, might juftly doubt, whether by the Zen- 
famina Phyfco-Theologica, ke meant indeed the effays of his 
divinity, or the temptations of his nature. Neither can it 
in reafon feem -ftrange if the vigorous and frequent contem- 
plation: of fuch objects tranfported him further, and her too, 
as well as other creatures might (to ufe his own phrafe) 
“out 6f that:vehément and unbridled concupifcence, rufh. 
“ in Furias ignemgue- +” thorow fire and water upon a dan- 
gerous experiment againft the ‘ pimples of the earth and 
‘© Paracelfus his: limbeck +”. ‘For he himfelf in a fucceed- 
ing book (faid to be his) 4 the Cenfure-of the Platonick | 
Philofophy, confeffes, “ that if in any ref{peé virtue and. 
*¢ religion intrench upon the liberty of our natures, ’tis in the 
** inftances of fenfuality ; and that when the man is divided 
‘¢ from the beaft, and his reafon feparated from the inferiour 
‘and brutifh appetites, then arife irregular and unreafon- 
* able defires, &c.” fo that by his own acknowledgment, it 
is not impoflible but the man in him may at fome time have. 
been 

. ‘Divum bominumque voluptas. + Tent. Phyf. p. 105. — 

Tent. Phyf p. 73. g Cent Plat. Phil p..r11. 
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been obliged to carry the brute a pick-a-pack. Only there 
is this difference betwixt his beaft and others, that his mind, 
it feems, is more fubject to irregular and unreafonable defires 
when abftraéted within itfelf; whereas the reafon of other 
men fuffers moft in conjunction with the inferiour and 
brutifh appetites. So that although in the fame book he 
magnifies thofe fpruce gentlemen the Platonifts, * “ as being 
‘¢ profeffedly the moft generous contemners of women in 
‘the world;” and affirms, ‘‘ that their amours (for they 
‘© were accufed of fodomy) were not kindled by luft and 
‘‘ petulancy, but were pure and cleanly enough to become 
‘“‘ angels and feparated fouls ;” though in the ufual pompous 
explication of his own perfections he glories,. + ‘‘ that he 
‘¢ hath tafted lefs of {enfual delights than he thinks any one 
“‘ placed in the faid circumftances and capacities; for he- 
‘‘ hath hitherto fcarce employed any of his fenfes but that of 
‘“‘ feeing ;” notwithftanding all thofe preventive ‘infimua- 
tions, I fee no reafon to truft him further than I would the 
curate of Ikham, with his maid Mary Parker. But I rather 
fufpe& that where he ftops fhort in the career of a fentence, 
_ $ “that he thinks nothing concerns him fo much as thofe 
‘“‘ defigns that afpire to ferve his deareft’’—the reft was 
bawdy.. For though he were on the rode to Canterbury, let 
any female but crofs his way, *tis odds that his beaft will 
{tumble, and throw his Archdeaconfhip in the cart-rut, with 

| | 7 his 

* Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 19. ° + Idem, p.1g. ff Idem, p. 123. 
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his whole tridentine portmantle of polity and theology. 
Yet though I {peak thefe things with fome certainty, to evi- 
dence them to others would require a more difficult {crutiny. 
For whatfoever ’twas that befell him, he has been fo con- 
cerned of late to ftop all avenues, and every cranny of intel- 
ligence, that were he to pafs through the difeipline’ of 
{weating, there could not have been more ftrictnefs about 
the doors and the windows. And then his phyficians, on the 
other fide, are fhut up as clofe by the obligation of their 
faculty, having all of them {worn fecrefy to Hippocrates. 
Neither is it indeed at farft fight probable that, if he were 
fo obnoxious to them, one of fo fweet a nature fhould fo 
openly declare himfelf againft the nonconformifts. Had he. 
been cured by a Jew, fo great a prince as the author of the 
Ecclefiaftical Polity would furely, either out of his clemency 
or his wifdom, have been gracious to the whole tribe; and 
for his doctor’s fake, have at leaft connived at their fyna- 
gogue. He is not the firft that PAy/ has whifpered out of 
his kingdom *: and yet if he thought the matter once 
fecured from difcovery, I queftion much whether any other 
tie could hold him. For I know none fo loofe from all the 
reftrictions of humanity as fome within his girdle ; and were 
there a court of faculties for that purpofe, he could not take 
out more ample difpenfations from common ingenuity and 


gratitude. So that there could not have been more con- 


Vou. II. Ii 


formity 
* Rehearfal Comedy, p. 17, 18. 
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formity betwixt the perfon and the difeafe, and an implaca- 
ble divine could never be better fitted, than with that - 
diftemper which his * Italian author can tell him does fome- - 
times make truce, but never admits a pacification. But he 
is, I perceive, avery fecret one, in another fenfe than for- 
merly, and perhaps did only publifh his malady, the better 
to difguife it: {o that I will not out of refped prefs this 
point further. If he fhould by giving fo partial an account 
fail of a cure, he-is the more excufable; for it will have 
been the farft time that his modefty did him prejudice. Yet 
this caution, for humanity’s fake, I would leave with him ; 
that he truft not too much to the affe’s milk in his Hicrin- 
gill’s Difpenfatory + ; for every one knows, that if he have 
no better fpecifick, he will ever and anon be troubled with 
the reliques. 


But whatever old mifchief may poffibly lurk in his body, 
Iam told by one, who pretends to the beft intelligence, that 
this was a new difeafe, which fpread much through the 
nation about laft autumn. I hear not that any died of it ; 
and therefore its name is not yet read of in the bills of mor- 
tality. To be fhort, as Iam certainly informed, he was 
fick of the Rehearfal Tranfprofed. Then indeed the Re- 
hearfal Tranfprofed deferved a Reproof, for exceeding its ° 
commiffion. I am forry if that thould occafion a diftemper, 


which 


* Fa tregua ma non mai pace. + Gregory, p. 119. 
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which I ordered as phyfick; the Rehearfal . Tranf{profed 


being too only a particular prefcription in his cafe, and not 
to be applyed to others without {pecial direction. But fome 
curious perfons would be licking at it, and moft men find- 
ing it not diftafteful to the palate, it grew in a fhort time to 


. «be of common ufe in the fhops. I perceive that it wrought 


_a fenfible alteration in all that took it; but varying in fome 
for the better, in others for the 'worfe, according to the dif-_ 
ference of their complexions. Some were {fwoln up to the 
throat, fome their heads turned round, and others it made 
their hearts ach; but all thefe were but a few in number; 
-moft men found only a little tingling in their ears, and after 
its greateft violence, it difcharged itfelf in an innocent fit of 
unceflant laughter; But the greateft harm it did was to the 
author of the Ecclefiaftical Polity, for whofe good it was 
principally intended: for. before he had half taken it, his 
{pirits began to fail him, and it put him paft not. only the 
common drudgeries of preaching and reading prayers, but 
thofe other things too which he ftiles the innocent comforts 
of human life. So that he laid it by for a confiderable time, 
and was refolved to have taken no more of it; finding it fo 
contrary to his nature. In that interval, his humours being 
ftirred, the predomineering choler in a fhort time diffufed 
itfelf fo through his body ecclefiaftick, that it ftruck him 
into a deep jaundice ; and his foul feemed to have fet up a 
gilt vehicle of the new lacker. The great little animal was 
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on a fudden turned fo yellow, and grown withal fo unwieldy, 
that he might have paft current for the elephant upon a 
guinea, For as he had long fiance foretold, * ‘* having been 
‘¢ fo inconfiderate as to write books, and fallen fo lately un- 
«‘-der ‘the fevere lath of one that knew him not,’ it was his 
‘concurring misfortune to be now ‘ expofed to the feverer 
“© gommands of thofe that knew him.”” Thecaufewas at 
-prefent much altered from what in his :preface to -Bifhop 
Bramhall, and overand above the importunity of :the:-book- 
feller, he was:now obliged to write in canonical obedience. 
But his yellow coif rendered him very unfit:to.appear in pub- 
dick, :and being troubled thus with:the jaundice, and under | 
ra neceflity of exercifing :at the fame time-all:the remainders 
yet left him of reafon, -wit, or inverition, ‘tis probable that 
‘he found indeed:caufe to.complain:of.a.dull-and lazy diftem- 
:pér, and now too late repented, ‘that -he:had: fold himlelf 
“¢ into fo:.great-a flavery-+.” However, having driven him- 
{elf into that condition, he muft now needs go through with 
- this-tafk ; and therefore the time too. bemg limited, he haft- 
ened to bring himfelf .in plight'by fuch common:remedies:as 
were next 'to:hand, writing ‘too:all .the :while -by girds.and 
dnatches hand over head. His other sfelf :Hicringill (whe 
feems very well informed of all -his diftempers, -and of this 
rparticularly) had told him’ thata-loufe- was good againft the 
yjaundice,-and-the author.of the. Ecclefiaftical :Polity :himfelf 
—_, 7 _ _ had 
* Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 3. + Idem, p. 1. 
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had ‘for all events the * Sacrament of Loufinefs by him of 
his own preparation: fo that this being much eafier to be 
procured than the tribute of fleas was to be colleé&ted, there 
is no.doubt to'be made, but that he tryed the virtue of this 
medicine. And as the Tartars cracking the fame vermin 
with their teeth, are ufed to wifh folemnly, that they had 
their enemies at the like advantage; fo methinks I fee how 
he {napped them ere they got down, and ever and anon 
prayed betwixt the teeth for the nonconformifts. But he 
had heard how ‘his old acquaintance .Dodtor ‘Rabelais, upon 
examination for his degree, anfwered, that if his Gargantua 
were ‘fick, -he would prefcribe ‘him pi/ulas evangelicas, ex 


centum libris aloes SF myrrbe. Ele computed thence, .that_ 


in ‘his:own cafe the.dofe muft be proportionable betwixt the 
civil and the-ecclefiaftical giant. And if ‘fo, that. though 
all prifons fhould be depopulated, though Beggars-buth pil- 


laged, though the -phrhiriafes of all former perfecutors. 
revived, yet the quantity would not be fufhcient ; but — 
as once the incenfe of all Arabia was {pent on .one 


funeral, fo the lice of all the world muft be confumed 
upon. his malady : but what he moft confidered was, 
that this-muft -neceffarily end in an -utter diffolution . of 
the government of the’ Phthirophagi, and that contrary 
to all good Ecclefiaftical Polity, the Prefidents of the 
facred ‘Rites (for the other orders of men ’twas lefs mat- 

| ter} 
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ter) fhould, in reference to his cure, be deprived of that lean 
and flender fubfiftence which was yet left them. This would 
_have been a facrilege greater, becaufe more univerfal, than to 
have rifled the loufe out of St. Francis his bofom. So that 
upon this Algebra and profpe@, he defifted at laft from the 
loufy dict, partly out of his good nature, partly out of his conf{ci- 
ence, and partly out of impoffibility. And had he at the fame 
time betaken himfelf in good earneft to the Extractum Apo- 
ftoli of Faith, Hope, and Charity, as a Succedaneum, (for even 
his fecond Rabelais *, Doctor Hicringill, renders them equi- 
valent to a loufe) he had been certainly cured both mind and 
body. But fome doubt there is that his + Shop Divines have not 
the right compofition of that medicine. However, he was 
not now in cafe or difpofition to take it; and the Rehearfal 
Tranfprofed, which after many a grimace he had now at 
Jaft gulp’d down, had fo terribly difordered him, that he 
had quite forgot there was any fuch remedy in the ancient 
Praxis of Chriftianity ¢. But this gentleman of ‘ fo tame,” 
if you will believe him, ‘‘ and foftly an humour, of fo cold 
‘<a complexion, that he {carce thinks himfelf capable of hot 
‘¢ and paflionate impreffions ;” he that is only offended at 
‘¢ them |] who will not fuffer themfelves to be embraced by 
“¢ thofe whofe unbounded embraces would comprehend 
‘¢ all,” and quanquam alias premitis fit indolis §, was altered 
_ beyond © 
* Gregory, p.93- + Reproof, p.21. Pref. to Eecl. Pol. p. 1. 
) Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 25. § Tent. Phyf. p. 109. 
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beyond all imagination. I cannot determine whether I be- 
ing but a new unlicenfed practitioner, and the Rehearfal 
Tranfprofed my firft experiment, there might be fome 
errour in the preparation, and it were too ftrong of the 
mineral, or whether indeed it were the extraordinary foul- 
nefs of his ftomach. But it hath brought up fuch ulcerous. 
{tuff as never was feen ; and whereas I intended it only for 
a Diaphoretick to caft him into a breathing {weat,. it hath- 
had upon him all the effects of a vomit. Turnep-tops, 
frogs, rotten eggs, brafs-coppers, grafhoppers, pins, mufh- 
rooms, &c. wrapt up together in fuch balls of flime and 
choler, that they would have burft the dragon, and‘in good” 
earneft feem to have fomething fupernatural. Infomuch. 
that he feems not fo fit at prefent for the Archdeacon’s feat; 
as to take his place below in the church-among the Ezerge- 
meni, But it is poflible that after fo notorious an evacuation, 
he may do better for the future ; and it is more than vifible 
that either his difeafe or his nature cannot hold out much 
longer. Therefore I fhall not grudge from time to time to 
lend him my beft affiftance, though I hope that this iteration 
will do his bufinefs, and carry off all the dregs of his diftem- 
per. And now from what I have faid hitherto, and that I 
may begin fo far an accommodation betwixt us, I fhall, if 
he pleafe, recant, and yield that the ‘ aflwaging his concu- 
‘¢ pifcence, and wreaking his malice, has been the higheft 
‘¢ pinnacle of his Ecclefiaftical Infelicity.” _ 
| Having 
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Having treated him in as fhort a method as fo chronical a 
malady would admit, I fhall now be inforced to remove 
fome dirt, that I may make my way cleaner to come at him: 
for otherwife there is no paffing ; but then I fhall quickly 
have difpatched with him. He faith, * ‘ I have cowardly 
‘© and difhonourably accofted him in fuch a clownifh and 
‘¢ licentious a way of writing, as I knew to be unfuitable 
‘‘ both to the civility of his education, and the gravity of 
_ © his profeffion.”” I thought I had in the clofe of my 
former book, and all thorow, fufiiciently fatished him of 
the reafons and way of my proceeding with him: but feeing 
he hath it feems fo foon forgot them (as men willingly do, 
what it is grievous to remember) I fhall now at more leifure 
refrefh his memory, and deduce the order of es thoughts 
upon that and this occafion. 


Thofe that take upon themfelves to be writers, are moved 
to it either by ambition or charity : imagining that they fhall 
do therein fomething to make themfelves famous, or that 
they can communicate fomething that may be delightful 
and profitable to mankind. But therefore it is either way 
an envious and dangerous employment. For, how well fo- 
ever it be intended, the world will have fome pretence to 
fufpedt, that the author hath both too good a conceit of his 
own fufhciency, and that by undertaking to teach them, he 
implicitly accufes their ignorance. So that not to write at 

5 all 
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all is much the fafer courfe of life : but if a’‘man’s fate or ge- 
nius prompt him otherwife, "tis neceffary that he be copious 
in matter, folid in reafon, ‘methodical in the order of his 
work ; and that the fubjeét be well chofen, the feafon well 
fixed, and, to be fhort, that his whole production be matured 
to fee the light by a juft courfe of time, and judicious delibe- 
ration. Otherwife, though with fome of thefe conditions, he 
may, perhaps, attain commendation ; yet without them all he 
cannot deferve pardon. For indeed, whofoever he be that 
comes in print, whereas he might have fate at home in quiet; 
does either make a treat, or fend a challenge to all readers ; 
in which cafes, the firft, it concerns him to have no fcarcity 
of provifions, and in the other, to be compleatly armed : 
for if any thing be amifs on either part, men are fubject to 
{corn the weaknefs of the attaque, or laugh at the meannefs 
of the entertainment. In conclufion, the author of the — 
Ecclefiaftical Polity hath in his own particular very fully 
ftated and comprehended this whole matter. For he faith 
here in his preface to the reader, that * ‘ if his book have 
* any effect” (I fuppofe he means any good effeét) ‘* he hath 
‘¢ a double reward ;” (that is, both the publick and his pri- 
vate fatisfaction) ‘ but if it have none” (that is impoffible) 
‘‘ that then he hath his own reward ;” (that is fure to be — 
accounted none of the wifeft) and indeed this reward too is 
double ; for if he fails of his defign, he faith + ‘ he muft 

Vou. II. Kk | <¢ confefs 
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“ing.” This is the common. condition to which every 
man that will write a book muft be content with patience to 
fubmit. : | : 3 


But, among all the differences of writing, he that does 
publifh an invective, does it at his utmoft peril, and ’tis but 
juft that it fhould be fo. For a man’s credit is of fo natural 
and high concernment to him, that the preferving of it bet- 
ter, was perhaps none of the leaft inducements at firft to 
enter into the bonds of fociety and civil government; as that 
government too muft at one time or other be diffolved where 
mens reputation cannot be under fecurity. °Tis dearer than 
life itfelf; and (to ufe a thought fomething perhaps too 
delicate, yet not altogether unreafonable) if befide the laws 
of murther, men have thought fit, out of refpeét to humane 
nature, that whatfoever elfe moves to the death of man 
- fhould be forfeit to pious ufes, why fhould there not as well 
be Deodands for reputation? And this I intend not only of 
thofe who publifh ignominious falfhoods, to whom no 
quarter ought to be granted,. but even of fuch partly, who 
by a truth too officious fhall procure any man’s. infamy. 
For ‘tis better that evil men fhould be left in an undifturbed 
poffeffion of their repute, how unjuftly foever they may have 
acquired it, than that the exchange and credit of mankind 
fhould be univerfally fhaken, wherein the beft too will fut 
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fer and be involved. It is one thing to do that which is 
juftifiable, but another, that which is commendable ; and 
I fuppofe every prudent writer aims at both: but how can 
the author of an invective, though never fo truely founded, 
expect approbation (unlefs from fuch as love to fee mifchief at 
other mens expence) who, in a world all furnifhed with fub- 
jects of praife, inftruction and learned inquiry, fhall ftudi- 
oufly chufe and fet himfelf apart to comment upon the ble- 
mifhes and imperfeCtions of fome particular perfon? Such 
men do feldom mifs too of their own reward: for whereas 
thofe that treat of innocent and benign argument, are repre-. 
fented by the Mufes, they that make it their brifingfs to fet 
out others ill-favouredly, do pafs for Satyres, and themfelves 
are {ure to be perfonated with prick-ears,, wrinkled horns, 
and cloven feet. 


Yet if for once to write in that ftile may be lawful, 
difcreet, or neceflary, to do it.a fecond time is liable to 
greater cenfure. Not fo much becaufe the after-math | 
feldom or never equals the farft herbage; (a caution not 
unfit however for all authors) as that by-ftanders will begin 
then to fufpe@, that what they looked on firft as an accident — 
with fome divertifement, does rather proceed froma natural 
malignity of temper. For few readers are fo ill natured but 
_ that they are quickly tired with perfonal and paffionate dif- 
courfes ; and when the conteft comes to be continued and 
: Kk 2 repeated, 
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repeated, if they intereft themfelves at all, they. ufually incline: 
to think that the juftice lies on the weaker fide. But whether 
the laft appeal of writers lie to the readers or to a man’s own. 
ultimate recollection, this inveétive way cannot be truly 
fatisfa€tory either to. themfelves.or others. For it is.a pre-. 
datory courfe of life, and indeed but a privateering upom 
reputation ; wherein all that ftock of credit, which an. 
honeft man perhaps. hath all his age been toiling for, is. 
in an hour of twors.reading plundered from him by. a free-. 
booter. So that whatfoever be the fuccefs, he that chances. 
in thefe contefts to be fuperiour, can at beft (for that too is. 
difputable): be accounted of the two the lefs. unfortunate. 
And certainly (as it was ufual of old for any man who had. 
but cafually acted in an unlucky. rencounter) he that hath. 
had his pen once in the reputation of another, ought to: 
withdraw, and difappear for fome time, till he has under~ 
gone and paft through all the ceremonies of expiation. 


But if the credit of all men vhutiwns be, and ought to: 
be fo well guarded both by nature, law, and difcretion, the 
clergy, certainly of all others, ought to be kept and preferved. 
facred in their reputation. For they being men of the fame 
{pirit with others, and no lefs fubjeé& to human paffions, but: 
confined within the regularity of their function ; it is indeed 
unmanly, whatfoever {fcuffle others may make among them- 
felves, to vilifie or treat them with thofe affronts, which 

nothing 
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nothing but the refpe& of decency or confcience could hin- | 
der them from refenting as well as others. But (which is 
more confiderable) whoever too fhall fix upon them an ill 
report, does thereby fruftrate the very effect of their. mini- 
{try in proportion, For though baptifm is not to be vaeated. 
by the contrary intention. of him that officiates, yet few - 
men will or can be perfuaded by his do@rine, whofe practice 
they conceive to be oppofite. A converfation differing 
from doétrine is fpiritual nonfenfe : neitlter wilt men believe 
by the ear, when their eye informs them otherwife. If an 
artificer indeed make his work fit for mens‘ wearing, ’tis fuf=- 
ficient: or, if he that fells have good of the’ kind, ‘men. . 
Inquire no further. No man’s fhoe wrings him thé’ more. 
becaufe of the heterodoxy,. or the tippling of his thoe- 
maker: and a billet burns as well though bought of what- 
foever woodmonger: but the clergy being men dedicate by 
their vocation to teach what is truth, what falfehood, to deter 
men from vice, and lead them unto all virtue: “tis expected 
from them, and with good reafon, that they fhould define 
their opinion by their manners. And therefore men ought to 
_ be chary of afperfing them on either account, but even refle@ 
upon their failings with fome reverence. A clergyman ought 
to have treble damages both for his tithes and his credit: and 
it were to be wifhed that with the fame eafe that their main- 
tenance comes in from the fruits of mens labour, they had. 
too no lefs pmporon out of the yearly increafe of ny 
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man’s reputation: the reft would thrive the better for it: 
Their virtues are to be celebrated with all incouragement : 
and, if their vices be not notorioufly palpable, let the eye, 
as it defends its organ, fo conceal the object by connivance. 


And yet neverthelefs, and all that has been faid before 
being granted, it may fo chance that towrite, and that fatyri- 
cally, and that a fecond time and a third; and this too even 
again{t a clergyman, may be not only excufable, but necef- 
fary. That I may fpare a tedious recapitulation, I fhall 
prove all the reft upon the ftrongeft inftance, that is in the 
cafe of aclergyman. For it is not impoflible that a man 
by evil arts may have crept into the church thorow the 
belfry or at the windows, ’Tis not improbable that having 
fo got in he fhould foul the pulpit, and afterwards the prefs 
_ with opinions deftrudtive to human fociety and the Chriftian 

religion. That he fhould illuftrate fo corrupt doétrines with 
as ill a converfation, and adorn the lafcivioufnefs of his life 
with an equal petulancy of ftyle and language. In fucha 
concurrence of mifdemeanors what is to be done? Why 
certainly, how pernicious foever this muft be in the exam- 
ple and confequence, yet, before any private man undertake 
to obviate it, he ought to expect the judgement of the Dio- 
cefan, and the method of the ecclefiaftical difcipline. There 
was in the ancient times of Chriftianity a wholefome ufage, 
but now obfolete, which went very far in preventing all - 
5 | thefe 
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thefe occafions. For whofoever was to receive ordination, 
his name was firft publifhed to the congregation, in the fame 
way as the banns of thofe that enter into matrimony: and 
if any could obje& a fufhcient caufe againft him that was 
propofed, he was not to be admitted to the miniftry. He 
that would be a preacher, was to be firft himfelf commented 
upon by the people, and inthe ftile of thofe ages was faid 
predicari. But fince that circum{pection has been devolved 
into the fingle overfight of the later Bifhops, it cannot be 
otherwife, but fome one or other may fometimes efcape into 
the church, who were much fitter to be fhut out of doors. . 
Yet then if our great paftors fhould but exercife the wifdom. 
of common fhepherds, by parting with one to ftop the. 
infection of the whole flock, when his rottennefs grew noto-- 
rious; or if our clergy would but ufe the inftiné of other 
creatures, and chace the blown deer out of their herd, fuch 
mifchiefs might quickly be remedied. But on the contrary 
it happens not feldom that this neceffary duty (which is fo 
great a part of true Ecclefiaftical Politie) is not only neg- 
le@ed, but that perfons fo dangerous are rather encouraged 
by their fuperiours, and he that upon their omiffion fhall 
but fangle out one of them, yet fhall be expofed to the gene-. 
ral outcry of the faculty, and be purfued with bell, book, 
and,candle, asa declared and publick enemy of the clergy. 
Whereas they ought to confider that by this-way of proceed- 
ing, they themfelves do render that univerfal which was but — 
: individual, 
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individual, and affix a perfonal crime upon their whole 
order; and, for want of feparating from one obnoxious, -do 
contribute to the caufes-of- feparation, juftifying fo far that 
{chifm which they:condemn. In this cafe, and fuppofing | 
fuch a failure of juftice in thofe whofe province it is ‘to pre- 
ventor punifh, I afk again,-what is-te be done ? ‘Why, cer- 
‘tainly the next thing had been to. admonith him ia ‘particular, 
.as a friend does his friend, or one Chriftian another. But he 
‘that hath oncé:printedan il book, has thereby condenfed 
‘his words: en purpofe, left they .fhould be carried away by 
the wind ; “he has diffufed his poyfon fo publickly, in defign 
. that it might.be beyond his own recollection ; and put -him- 
_ xfelf deliberately paft the.reach of any private admonition. 
‘In this cafe it is that I think a clergyman is laid ‘open ‘to the 
‘pen of any one that knows how to manage it; and that 
severy perfon who has either wit, learning, o¢ fobriety, is 
licenfed,..if debauched, to:curb him; ‘# erroneous, to ‘cate- 
chize him; and #f foul-mouthed and biting, to muzzle 
him. For they do but abufe themfelves who {hall any 
longer.confider or reverence fuch an one as a clergyman, 
who as oft as he undrefles, deprades himfelf, and would 
never have come into the church but to take fandtuary. 
Rather, -wherefoever men fhall find the footing of fo wanton 
a fatyr out of his own bounds, the neighbourhood ought, 
notwithftanding ail his pretended capering divinity, to hunt 
him thorow the woods with hounds and horn home to his 
harbour. How 
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- How far and whether at all the author of the Eccle= 
fiaftical Politic is'culpable om thefe accounts, I muft refer to 
the readers judgment upon pefufal of my farft and this 
Hiy fecond book, though I could much rather with that 
men. would be at leifure to take the length of him out of 
his own difcourfes. But, had he not appeared fo tome, I 
fhould never have molefted him, adventured myfelf, or in-. 
tereffed the publick by writing in this manner. For Fam 
too con{fcious of mine own imperfe@ions to rake iatoand di- 
late upon the failings of other men ; and though I ¢arry al- 
ways fome ill nature about me, yet it is I hope no more thar 
is in this world neceflary for a prefervative; but as for the’ 
clergy, the memory of mine own extraction, and’ much 
more my fenfe of the fanétity of their function ingage me 
peculiarly to efteem and honour them. Infomuch that for’ 
their fakes I bear much refpeé even to their poor wives, of 
whom I may fay (as Bifhop Bramhall comparing the rea- 
ders with the preachers, and’ who underftood both) that 
“if they come fhort of other women in point of efficacy, 
<¢ yet they have the advantage of other women in point of 
“¢ fecurity *”. And though I am not fo inamoured of them 
as to worfhip them for Goddefles; yet I am fo far from reject- 
ing them as Difh-clouts, that what the author of Ecclefiaf- 
tical Politie + affirms of the clergy of the church of 
England, I dare averre concerning their wives, ‘ that 
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‘¢ taking them under all their difadvantagesthey are at this very 
“ time vaftly the furtheft off from being juftly contemptible 
“¢ (to mention no other order or profeffion of women) of 
<¢ any clergymen’s wives in the world. The pre-eminence is 
“¢ fo evident that it clears the comparifon from all poflible 
“¢ fufpicion of being proud or odious.” 


Being of this temper there could be no great appearance 
of my being over forward to come out in print in fuch a ftile 
againft one of his cloth, unlefs upon fome very extraordi- 
nary occafion, And fuch this occafion feemed to me, and 
fo urgent and juftifiable that it might abfolve me in any rea~ 
| dersopinion. For this fharpnefs of {tile does indeed for the 
moft part naturally flow from the humour of the writer : 
and therefore "tis obfervable that few are guilty of it but ei- 
ther thofe that write too young, (when it refembles the acidity 
of juices ftrained from the fruits before they be matured) or 
elfe thofe that write too old (and then it is like the fournefs 
of liquors which being near corrupting turn eager) and both 
thefe are generally difrelifhed: or if men do admit them 
for fauce, yet he muft be very thirfty that will take a draught 
of them; whereas the generoufeft wine drops from the 
grape naturally without prefling, and though piquant hath 
its {weetnefs, And though I cannot arrogate fo much as 
even the fimilitude of thofe good qualities to my writing, 
yet I dare fay that never was there a more pregnant ripenefs in 
the caufes. For having read one, two, three, and now four 
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books of the fame author, and of the fame fubje@, which 
was no lefs than that weighty matter of Ecclefiaftical Politie 
and all its dependances, I obferved firft, that there was no 
name to them; a thing of very ill example. For every 
one that will treat of fo nice and tender argument ought to 
affix his name, thereby to make himfelf refponfible to the 
publick for any damage that may arife by his undertaking. 
Otherwife though he has a licenfe in his pocket, or. be per- 
haps the licenfer, it is but a more authorifed way of libelling ; 
and it looks too like a man that {hall lay a train of gun- 
powder, and then retire to fome obfcure place from whence, 
after he has applied his match, he may folace himfelf with the 
mifchief ; or though it be not fo defigned, yet the effec 
is not more probably to ftop a flame than to propagate it, 
and inftead of preferving, to fubvert and blow up the go- 
vernment ; whereasif men were obliged to leave that ano- 
nymous and fculking method both of writing and licenfing, 
they would certainly grow more careful what opinions they 
vented, what expreflions they ufed, and we might have 
miffed many books that have of late come out by the fame 
authority contrary to all good manners, and even to the 
do&rine of our church under which they take protection. 
Had there been no other caufe but this, it might have fuf- 
ficed, and when Ecclefiaftical Politie * marched Incognito, 
and Theology went on mumming, it was no lefs allowable 


Ll2 for 
‘Preface to Ecclefiattical Politie, page 16. Let the author of the Friendly De- 
bate be careful how he lays afide his vizor. 
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for any orie to ufe the licenfe of mafquerade to {how him, 
and the reft af them the confequence of fuch practife. 


But befide this, when I perufed his books, and others of 
the fame pattern, I faw that they plainly incroached upon 
other mens vocations, and that a fort of divines, among 
whom he alwayes a¢ted the higheft parts, liad clanned tage- 
ther to fet up above thofe of the King and Duke a new com- 
any of comedians *. *, Such was their dramatick and fcenir 
cal way of {cribling, and they did fo teem with new plays 
perpetually, that there was no poft nor pillar fo facred that 
was exempt, no not even the walls of Paul's itfelf, much lefs 
the Temple gate, from the pafting up of the titles. In{o- 
much that I have feen a lacquey that could not read, having 
been fent to take down the play for the afternoon, has by mif- 
take brought away the title of a new book of theology. Yet 
if they did it well, they might perhaps in time get fome cuf- | 
tom ; but alas thofe great men in the pulpit how ridiculous 
do they appear ona ftage ! and he that has all his life been 
cramped i ina reading pew, at what a lofs muft he be when 
he comes to tread in whatfoever theatre! they are fo ynfit 
to bear a part among any civil and judicious company, that 
whatfoever place they may hold in the church, I am confi- 
dent they muft make all their friends ta be but received 
into the nurfery. And had not Mr. Killigrew forefeen that 
they 
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they muft of courle within a litde time fall to dirt af 
themfelves; he would ere this, to be fure, have trouaced the 
author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie, forintrenching upon 
his patent. But he knew they were below his neglect, and 
the pit would quickly do their bufinefs, and not only hifs 
but pelt them off the ftage. And I, that had fate fo long 
more quiet than all the reft of the {peGators, could not at 
Jaft reftrain myfelf from ufing alfo the liberty of the houfe, 
and revenging the expence of my time and money, by 
reprefenting the author of the comedy called the Ecclefiaf- 
tical Politie in that farce of mine own, the Rehearfal Tranf- 
prosd. 

Neither yet was this all that deferved reprehenfton in his 
writings; he ufeth fuch a ruffian-like ftile, and upon 
which, to my knowledge, he peculiarly values himéfelf, 
that any one would fufpect he had travelled and converfed 
all his life time either among the nation of the Bravo’s and — 
Filoux *, or elfe been educated in the academy of the Ve- 
netian galleys, which he himfelf was in his fecond book fo 
apprehenfive of, that he never refted until he had found in 
his third how to fupply + them with flaves out of the non- 
conformifts. But I perceive fince that men of his parts 
can arrive at thofe perfeétions fitting but in their clofets 
and overhearing the watermen, which others, after their long 
voyages and obfervation, neither would nor could ever attain. 


| tO. 
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to. Then the arrogance which runs through all his books 
is infupportable, boafting proudly of himfelf, vilifying and 
cenfuring others to fuch a degree, that as I never heard any 
thing equal, fo neither any thing like it but the mounte- 
‘banks abroad, who, after a deal of fcaffold pageantry to 
draw audience, entertain them by decrying all others with 
a panegyrick of their own balfam. There is {carce any fort 
and rank of men ancient or modern, {fcarce any particular 


_ . perfon, though of the moft eftablifhed and juft reputation, 


‘but he does, if he meet them, not hale them into his way, 
to inveigh againft them and trample upon them, nay, even 
fuch as have but a book, or two, or three before (perhaps 
a page, perhaps a line) been happy in his good opinion. 
And this he does for the moft part in the moft bitter man- 
ner that is poffible: I know not whether I may properly 
call it fatyrical, but let it go fo for once, for what he wants 
in wit, he fupplies however in good will; and where the 
conceit is deficient, he makes it out alwayes with railing. 
He fcarce ever opens his mouth, but that he may bite; nor 


* bites, but that from the veficles of his gums he may infufe 


-avenom. Had he been but innocently dull, he might have 
been {ure no man would have meddled with him: but when 
there was no end of his buttering one book upon another, 
and he ftill writ worfe and worfe, with lefs vigour alwayes, 
but more virulence, that perpetual grating did indeed fet 
my teeth on edge, and I thought that even the moft candid 
| 7 readers 
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readers would out of their equity not take it amifs, if at. 
laft he did, by hearing ill himfelf, lofe part of that pleafure 
which he had fo frequently taken in traducing and {peaking 
hitherto ill of others. For no man needs letters of mart. 
againft one that is an open pirate of other mens credit: and: 
Iremember within our time one Simons, who robbed al- 
wayes upon the Bricolle, that is to fay, never interrupted the 
paffengers but ftill fet upon the thieves themfelves, after, 
like Sir John Falftaff, they were gorged with a booty; and 
by this way, fo ingenious, ‘that it was fcarce criminal, he 
lived fecure and unmolefted all his dayes with the reputation 
of a judge: rather than a highwayman. But my greateft 
incentive was, as I told him in my former pamphlet, the 
pernicioufnefs of the whole defign. of his books ; tending, in 
my opinion, to the difturbance of all government, the mifre- 
prefenting of the generous and prudent counfels of his 
Majefty, and raifing a mif-intelligence betwixt him and his. 
people; befide his calumniating the whole foraign Prote- 
ftancy, his ftirring up of perfecution againft thofe at home, . 
and his mangling even of Religion itfelf and Chriftianity : 
and to this purpofe he fuited befitting principles, and to. 
thofe a language as harmonious : feeming to have forgot not: 
only all Scripture rules, but even all Scripture expreffions ; . 
unlefs where he either diftorts them to his own interpreta- 
tion, or attempts to make them ridiculous to others ; info- 
much, that, of all the books that ever I read, I mutt needs 

| fay, 
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fay, I never faw a Divine gnilty of fo much ribaldry and 
prophanenefs: Which. though it was a matter’ ef fuchy 
decency ta his undertaking, that I accouat it to- have been 
even neceffary, yed in:the whole I looked upon it: as fo un- 
canonical: and impious, that: it would bear an higher aad. 
more defervedi accufation than that of Onias, the. fon of 
Simeon the Juft, for officiating. in a. woman's: zone inftead 
of the prieftly girdle, and: for the. facred pectoral. wearing 
his nriftrefs’s ftomacher. F muft confefs, that when aib 
thefe things centred together upen my imagination, and 
I: faw that none of his fuperiors offered to interpofe agning 
an, evil fo great in itfelf, and as to me appeared. fo. publitk 
nu the: confequence: and mifchief, I could hold no longes; 
and I, though the. moft unfit of many, affunted: upon him 
_ the priviledge (if any: fuch priviledge there. be) of an Englith 
Zelote. 


Otherwife I indeed looked upon him, whofoever he were, 
as a perfon in parts much my fuperiour, until’ the caufe, as 
he took and handled it, had deprefled and’ levelled his un- 
derftanding : neither could: IT ever difcover before fuch an 
exuberance either in mine own abilities, which I am fen- 
fible how mean, or yet in my inclination, that fhould tempt 
me from that modeft retirednefs to which I ad all’ my life- 
time hitherto been addif&ed. And truly after I had written, 
I had fo flender an opinion of my own performance, that 

5 . 3 | Tcan 
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I can attribute the acceptance which it found only to his 
favour, who had fo handled the matter, that nothing could 
have come out at that time againft him but muft be affured of 
welcome. And that among the other more weighty caufes, 
by reafon of his unfpeakable arrogance before mentioned : 
a vice fo generally odious, that to reprefs it is no lefs grate- 
ful; fo that Lucretius might better have faid that to be - 
Divum hominumque voluptas; there being fcarce any 
{pectacle more pleafing to God and Man, than to fee the 
proud humbled. But could I have imagined that my book 
could have had either fo good or fo ill a reception as it 
diverfly met with, I have fo much refpe& to thofe whom 
he calls the vulgar, and to whom he bids alwayes * univerfal 
contempt and defiance, as a rout of wolves and tigers, apes 
and baboons, that I fhould however have beftowed more 
pains upon it, I know not whether with better fuccefs. Yet 
the errours of that not being now revocable but by afking 
pardon of whofoever may have innocently miftaken my 
book, and declaring, which I do, that if any thing therein 
do tend to the difparagement of the Church of England, I 
with it unfaid, as it was unthought, and do hereby utterly _ 
difclaim it; I took it to be part of my gratitude to go no 
more to fea, having been fufiiciently toffed for one man 


upon the billows of applaufe and obloquy to put me in 
mind of a fhipwreck, which when the waves go high, may | 
Vou. II. | M m ejther 


* Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 34, 35. 


_#66 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


either way happen. And as to the author of the Ecclefi- 
aftical Polity himfelf, whofe perfon I was fo far ignorant of, 
that I could only take aim at his errours, and much lefs 
.could intend any other of that funétion, but thofe few who 
might affume to themfelves his character ; I found, never- 
thelefs, after the writing of that book, that natural relent- 
ing of mind which moft men feel after they have done an 
harfh though neceffary aftion. Infomuch that had it been 
in my power to have fet him right again in mens opinions, as 
it was in his to fet himfelf wrong, I fhould have certainly 


done it. But for that he and every one elfe may pleafe to 


believe as they fhall fee occafion. But this however mutt be 
evident which follows. 


Whereas I had in that book, as is in that ftile ufual, 
intermixed things apparently fabulous, with others probably 
true, and that partly out of my uncertainty of the author, 
and partly that if he pleafed he might continue {0 ; it feems 
however, that I chanced to come fo near his form that it 
ftarted him, and he thought fit to difcover himfelf. Here- 
upon, and having underftood what he was about, I thought 
it my duty, if poffible, to break off this ruder intercourfe for 
the future, and reduce the matter unto a more manly way of 
argument. I therefore took care to advertife him that I 
heard from feveral hands, that if in the anfwer intended, 
there were any unjuft and perfonal reflections, it would tend 
much to the difreputation of himfelf and fome perfons whom 


he 
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’ he moft efteemed, and that there was preparation made to 
that purpofe. Upon this he fent me word, that if any 
anfwer were intended, ’twas more than he was acquainted. 
with, or would concern himfelf about ; and affured me my: 
private reputation, nor no man’s elfe, fhould ever be injured 
in publick by his confent. I do not by quoting this anfwer 
of his pretend to fue his word, to which he is no more a 
flave than to the Venetian galleys (fuch men being at liberty 
to comment upon their own as well as other texts at their 
pleafure.) Neverthelefs' before this, and at that prefent 
time, as well as ever fince, I underftood that he had fent 
eut-a general fguis thorow his own province and the other, 
fo make inquifition concerning me. He voiced my book 
all over 4s a moft: pernicious engine bent againft the whole 
body ef the clergy. And upon that pretence he fummoned 
in all that owed fuit'and fervice to his court, or the church 
of England. The whole poffe Archidiaconatus was railed to 
reprefy me, and great riding there was, and fending poft 
every way to pick out the ableft ecclefiaftical drolls to pre- 
pare an anfwer. Some. came in daily as voluntiers, and 
others were more mercenary. For certainly there was never 
fuch an hubbub made about a forry book ; and, fince the 
day of St. Bartholomew, there has not appeared {fo great an 
expectation of an univerfal donative. Some one flattered 
himfelf with being at leaft a Surrogate ; another was -fo 
modeft as to fet up with being but Apparitor ; while the moft 

M m 2 generous 


268 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


generous hoped only to be gracioufly fmiled upon and well 
treated at a good dinner: but the more hungry ftarvelings 
generally looked upon it as an immediate call to a benefice, © 
and he that could but write an anfwer, whatfoever it were, 
took it for the moft dexterous, cheap, and legal way of 
fimony. So that, as is ufual. upon thofe occafions, there 
arofe no {mall competition and mutiny among the pretend- 
ers; and, it being impoflible to fatisfie them all, many an 
one departed with a fad heart and dejected countenance, 
when their anfwers would not pafs mufter. For it was not 
every book that could now be admitted. °Twas required 
upon this occafion to gain a licenfe, that there fhould be 
fome wit more than ordinary, which moft of them could | 
not be at the expenfe of; fome meafure of impudence, 
which few of them would pretend to; and above all, fuch 
a proportion of falfhood as might alone have fupplyed the 
other defects, and made their books current ;_ but {carce any 
of them would do it out of good confcience. For that 
indeed was now the principal bufinefs and the only argu- 
_ ment that, as he had handled it, remained to this caufe 3 
and therefore the author of the Ecclefiaftical Polity had 
altered his lodgings to a Calumny Office, and kept open 
chamber for all comers, that he might be fupplyed him- 
felf, or fupply others as there was occafion. But, though. 
he, had been a little choice at firft, the informations. came in. 
fo flenderly, that he was glad to make ufe of any thing 
) rather 
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rather than fit out :: and there was at laft nothing fo flight 
but it grew material ; nothing fo falfe, but he refolved it 
fhould go for truth ; and what wanted in matter, he would 
make out with invention and artifice. So that he and his 
remaining camarades feemed to have fet up a glafs-houfe, 
the model of which he had obferved from the height of his 
window in the neighbourhood, and the art he had been 
initiated into ever fince from the manufacture (he will cri- 
ticize becaufe not orifa@ture) of foape-bubbles, he improved 
by degrees to the myfterie of making glafs-drops, and thence 
in running leaps, mounted by thefe virtues to be Fellow of 
the Royal Society, Doctor of Divinity, Parfon, Prebend, 
and Archdeacon... The furnace was fo hot of itfelf that 
there needed no coals, much lefs any one to blow them.. 
One burnt the weed, another calcined the flint, a third. 
melted down that mixture; but he himfelf fafhioned all. . 
with: his. breath, and: polifhed with his ftile, till out of a 
meer jelly of fand and afhes, he had furnifhed a whole cup-. 
board of things fo brittle and incoherent, that:the leaft touch, 
would break them again.in pieces,. fo tranfparent that-every. 
man might fee thorow. them. 


In the mean time fuch care was ufed, that the licenfe of 
my book was recalled, and the Rehearfal Tranfprofed was 
dubbed a theological book, only to bring it under the verge- 
of that jurifdiction, on purpofe that it might be prohibited. . 

"At. 
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It hath indeed been ufual to degrade a prieft, or {crape a 

 fhaven crown to. deface his character before he were deli- 
vered. over to fecular juftice: but this was a ftrange and 
contrary method to force 2. pder book into holy orders, that 
fo ic might be fubje@ed to:ctnfure and execution by the — 
Ordinary. ‘Fhis:was. an honeur, which to my knowledge 
the poor book -neither affected nor deferved ; though indeed 
it might have: deferved. it aa well as the Preface to Bifhop 
Bramhall, which occafioned its writing, and that ‘tis true, 
came out in ftate, under the title of a theological book, in 
the printed catalogue of that year, as feveral others do of 
the fame nature. . When he had thus provided that my book 
thauld. not {peak for itfelf, and moreover ufed means, which 
having proved ineffeétual. I fhall not. particularize, to ob~ 
ftruc& me.from liberty of ever vindicating it for the future ; 
it feemed to: him the moft. favourable feafon that ever was, 
or could have been invented to keep his promife, and to 
publifh his anfwers, to preferve my private reputation. For 
one: an{wer would not fuffice ; but therefore to fit his ware’ 
for the purfe and fancies of all chapmen, and to: ingratiate: 
not only the bookfellers, but the pedlers, he ordered the 
matter fo, and digefted it into feveral volumes, that a man 
might buy a groat, fixpence, a fhilling, eighteen pence, 
half a crown, or five fhillings-worth of theological wit and 
verity, as he faw occafion. ‘The reft iffued promifcuoufly ; 
only before that which was to bear his own character, and 
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the other which was to be called Hicringill’s, were divulged, 
he procured that I fhould be afked by good authority, whe- 
ther the Rehearfal Tranfprofed were of my doing, which 
Tunder my hand avewed. By this means he had gained how- 
ever three points, as he imagined. The firft, that he fhould 
thereby have fome months time more to mature two fuch 
excellent pieces, which he intended as the Hercules’ pillars, 
_ ‘and ne-plus-ultras of the reafon, wit, fobriety, good-breed- 
- ding and orthodoxy of the clergy of the church of England. 
The next, that he fhould now be able to take fuch certain 
. aim at me, that he might, every thot he made, hit me in the 
eye, or at leaft (for I have to do with a very critical adver- 
fary) in its cavity, for I fuppofe his firft arrow muft have 
truck the eye out. And the laft, doubtlefs, that having 
let me know ° that he would not concern himfelf,” and 
“ affured me that my private reputation, nor any man’s elfe, 
*¢ fhould ever by him be injured in publick ;” be might 
now be underftood I was the profefled author, give by thefe 
books fo ample teftimonial of his own veracity. Though 
for fome other reafons befide this laft, I had rather conceive 
it might have been-more expedient for him ngt to have been 
fo inquifitive of the author, or at leaft, after he had learnt 
it, not to have taken that notice of me. Not that I affume 
to myfelf any of thofe lineaments wherewith he defcribes 
me; but however, after I had owned the Rehearfal Tranf- 
profed, whatfoever in either of: his books he reflects upon 
the 
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the author, he muft acknowledge as faid by himfelf of me, 
and direéted to me. At laft, when all other plots and 
.clancular contrivance againft me-had failed him, thefe two 
books alfo, which he had kept in referve, were in fome 
hafte printed off ; his day of marriage too drawing faft on, 
which he intended to calendar by a victory, and would per- 
haps have been deferred longer by the friends, had he not 
firft fignalized his prowefs. So that now there were no lefs 
than half a dozen anfwers out againft me (not to mention 
feveral other pamphlets, wherein the authors or bookfellers, 
by drawing in but by head and fhoulders one line perhaps | 
concerning the Rehearfal Tranfprofed, or by only naming 
it, hoped to procure vent or better their livelyhood:) He 
had thus got a fxie/me du valet in his hand already, and if 
he can but fhow three more of the fame honour to make a 
quatorze, 1am repiqued inevitably, and {poyled for a game- 
fter by a dignitary much fuperior to him of Lincoln. There 
were no lefs than fix Scaramuccios together upon the ftage, 
all of them of the fame gravity and behaviour, the fame 
tone, the fame habit, that it was impoflible to difcern which 
was the true author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie. I believe 
he imitated the wifdom of fome other princes, who have 
fometimes been perfwaded by their fervants to difguife 
feveral others in the regal garb, that the enemy might not 
know in the battel whom to fingle. But for my part, 
though I know that feveral gentlemen, and fome of them 

4 divines, 
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divines, are commonly named as. the authors of. thofe books, 

yet they are perfons for the moft part of more candor, learp- 
ing, and. good judgement, than that I fhould fufpe@ the 
‘truth of it, or that they could poffibly defcend to fo mean 
and contrary an undertaking. And even that Gregory 
Greybeard, which alone of all the fix pretends to a father, 
and to be writ by one that hath not only a fur-name, 
but a chriften-name alfo, it founds fo ftrangely and unlike 
the name of any human creature, that rather than fo, it 
feems to me a word of cipher, like the Smeétymnus for- 
merly of the Prefbyterians ; and fo Hicringill, to denote 
the club of this whole party. But it is more probably by 
much the iflue of the very fame author of the Ecclefiaftical 
Politie. If it fhould be any other, ’tis a thing more remark- 
able than what is reported of the two learned brothers of 
St. Marthe, who being twins, and living to a great age, were 
fo like one another, that they were not to be diftinguifhed, 
‘but that one wore a plain band and the other a ruff: nay, 
their minds had no lefs fimilitude ; infomuch that, having 
withdrawn all day to ftudy at any time on the fame fubjed, © 
when they came to compare at night, they fhould find that 
they had lit for the moft part upon the fame conceptions. 
For he that fhall read the Reproof to the Rehearfal Tranf- 
profed, and then this Hicringill, will difcern fo little dif- 
ference in their expreflions, humour and thoughts (fuch as 
no man elfe could have hit upon) as he muft neceflarily infer 
Vou. II. roo. UNO and 
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and conclude that they are the works of one and the fame 
artificer, and fo much I can prove; that, if. any one were 
not of his. penning, yet alk of them pafled under his 
infpection, approbation, or licenfe. So. that upon- perufal 
of all thofe books. that: have appeared in fo many feveral 
fhapes againft- me, firft Rofemary and Bayes, then the 
Gommon Places, next the Tranfprofer Rehearfed, fourthly, 
S’tao him Bayes, afterwards the Reproof, and, in fine, 
Gregory Graybeard ; I find plainly that *tis but the fame 
ghoft that hath haunted me in. thofe differing: dreffes and - 
vehicles. Infomuch,. that ‘upoa confideration of fo various 
an: identity, methinks, after fo many years, I begin to under- 
ftand: Do&tor Donne’s Progrefs of the Soul, which paffed 
_ through: no fewer revolutions, and: had hitherto: puzzled: all 
its readers, 


For—* This great foul, which here amongft us now 
“© Does. dwell, and—to which * Luther and Mahomet were 
¢¢ Prifons of flefh, this foul which-oft did tear | | 

_ & And mend the wracks of th’ Empire and Jate Rome, 

“ And liv'd when every great change did come,” 


did -neverthelefs. fix itfelf .at: firft in-fo:'mean a-condition, ae 
is. fearce. credible in a:chafte and innocent apple +. But 
that: being foon: plucked, it betook itfelf into: a mandrake, 
and. | 
: | <-To: 
® Stanzaze = t Idem, 9. 
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“« To fhow that in lave’s bufinefs.he fhould fill. ] 


‘© A dealer be, and be us’d well or ill *, 
© His apples kindle, his leaves force a conception kill,” 


(‘Tis pity that his Curate of Ickham was not acquainted with 
its virtues.) From this it took its flight i into a {parrow, and 
lived a chirping life, as is there defcribed, 


‘¢ + Already this hot cock, in bufh and tree, 
‘¢ In field and tent, o’erflutters its next hen, &e."" 


From thence it dropped, I know not how, into a little fit t= 
after that, into another little fffh {: and there learnt the art 
of tippling, which it practiled for fome time in that moderate 
proportion. But next, in its third fwimming leap it. pitched. 
into a § whale, and grew “5 to be the great Leviathan— 
‘¢ Now drinks he up feas ** | 


“ and ever as he went, 
“¢ He fpouted rivers up-———” ++ 


Immediately after this, the foul. by fome mifadvetityre 
dwindled into a moufe, but a very bufie moufe, and of great 
defign :- fo that 


—— “ being late taught that great things might by leds. - 
“ Be flain, to gallant mifchief it doth itfelf addrefs tf:” 
Nn 2 | and 
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and picked out no lefs oppofite than an igs Sau to 7 
with, 


Tt Who foe to none, fulpects no enemies, Bec.” * 


and — crept up thorow his trunk, was - gnawing: his 
brairi-ftrings afunder ; but fuddenly was crufhed under the 
ruines of fo great an adverfary. In procels of time it entered 


into a wolf, and infefted Abel’s flock +; 


“© Abel, as white and mild as his fheep were, | 
‘© Who, in that trade of church and kingdoms, there 
‘¢ Was the firft type” | 


but being hindered by a vigilant bitch t, the wolf corrupted 
her to his purpofe; yet at laft was taken ina trap and killed. 
But ftraight it entered into the young I Ly¢ifca, that was 
new knotted, and the whelp growing up, was employed by 
Abel in keeping the fame flock; but the mungrel was not 
to be trufted: for partaking of both natures, 


g <6 He, as his damme, from fheep ‘drove wolves away, 
‘* And, as his fire, he made them his own prey.” 
‘«¢ Five years he liv’d, and cozened with his trade :”” 
and then coming at lat to be difcovered, ° 
« From dogs a wolf, from wolves a dog hath fled : 
‘¢ And, like a {py, to both fides falfe, he perifhed.” 
es id oi Hy The 
* Stanza 39.1} Idem, 41. $ Idem, 42. {| Idem, 43: - § Idem, 45. 
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The foul being then at'a lofs, got admittance into an ape ; ; 
which being very facetious and full’ of gambols, grew into 
great favour with Madam Siphatecia: but for fome ugly 
tricks, and making too bold with his miftrefs’s apron, he 
was with a-great ftone knocked dead by Thelemite her bro- 
ther. After this foul had paffed thorow fo many brutes, and 
been hunted from poft to pillar, its laft receptacle was in the 
human nature, and it houfed itfelf in a female conception ; 
which; - after’ it came . to years of confent, was married to 
Cain by the name of Themech. This was the fum of that 
witty fable of Doctor Donne’s,: which, if it do not perfeétly — 
{uit with all the tranfmigrations of mine anfwerer, the 
author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie, nor equal the progrefs of 
fo, great a prince ; yet whoever will be fo curious as himfelf 
to read'that poem, may follow the parallel much farther- 
than I have done, left I fhould be tedious to the reader by. 
too long and exact a fimilitude. But if it do not quadrate. 
here, the refemblance will perhaps be more vifible upon the 
examination of what remains to be confidered next tothe — 
gravity of bis profeffion, that is, the civility of bis education, 
which he charges me by my former book to have difcompofed. 
For it is the intereft of the publick, efpecially he appealing 
to it upon this particular, that it fhould remain upon record 
how fyllogiftical a life his hath been to the aaa and princi- 
ples oa he has managed and profécuted. 


“whore 
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. Whoever thall go back to trace his original, will quickly 
be ata ftand, and find themfelves fo foon involved in the 
fabulous age, that they will ryn aftcay, and be benighted in 
his hiftory before noon. They will find his Saturn to have 
reigned much later than William the Conqueror ; or if, like 
& true-born Arcadian, he derive himfelf from before the — 
moon, it muft be underftood concernigg the laft change. 
I cannot yet learn, though he hath employed me about it, 
who was his grandfather: but, as modern as he muft have 
been, ’tis the certainer heraldry to extra@ him from a veficle 
_ of the earth, and let him go for the grandfen of a pimple. 
For no prince, how great foever, begets his predecefiors ; 
and the nobleft rivers are not navigable to the fountain. 
Even the parentage of the Nile is yet in ebfcurity, and ’tis 
a difpute among authors, whether fnow be not the head ef 
his pedigree. I read indeed, as long ago as in the reign ef 
Edward the Fourth, concerning one Henry Parker, a Car- 
melite Friar, who having preached againft the feeular 
grandeur and pomp of the clergy in thofe times, was forced. 
to make a publick recantation at Paul’s-Grofs, But this is 
too obfolete: and though otherwife the analogy might eafily 
be propagated, yet I fuppofe the honeft monk kept te his 
vow of continence: and befides, fhould the author of the 
Ecclefiaftical Politie defcend from that line, it would make. 
too great a folecifm in his fcutcheon. ‘There was alfo in the 
latter end of Queen Elizabeth, and beginning of King James, 


one 
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one Robert Parker, the author of another kind of Ecclefi- 
aftical: Politic, a learned, but fevere Noneonférmift, who writ 
alfo the book De Cruce,. for which he was forced -to'crofs 
the feas. But neither can'I find him to come within the 
proportion of time’ or {cale of. his genealopy.: Therefore, 
to come neaver,. I find: in the’ reign’ of the late King Charles, 
one. Humfrey Parker,. yeotnan, who, together with: Mr. 
Chancey, for oppofing the rails about the Communion Table 
at Ware, was fentenced to make a folemn fubmiffiort and 
acknowledginent ‘of his: fault, as he'did accordingly. There 
aso feveral' arguments that might inclirie me to’ think the 
- dathor of the Eeclefiafticak Politie is come of his fucceffion; 
and: one- particularly, becanfe inthe record T'read! that this 
Etumfrey took:a journey upon this occafow into: Northamp= 
tonfhire; the feat of the'anfwerer’s family. Bit that which* 
feems to come neareft homie to. him: and’ the'chronology of 
hisi grandfather, isin the year 1640, in a petition from the 
city of London and) feveral counties, to the ther parliament; _ 
. complaiiting, among other things, ef Martin Parker’s ballads, 
in: difgrace of religion, to‘the inctedfé ‘of all vice, and with- 
drawing of people from: reading; - ftudying;’ and hearing the’ 
word of God; and other'good: books; °Tis not' unlikely that 
this, asiair hereditary‘ provécation; ‘havh'ftuek upén hint ever 
{ince ;. and: that he: {wore at the altar; when’ he’ was: but' 
nine years old, to'be avenged for this afftont to-hig'lineage. 
We See: often that ‘the fignature of ‘the’ pratidfathet revives 


5 upon 
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upon the'child ; and, as fome rivers diving for a while under 
ground, make a bridge of the parents to {pring up again at 
that interval. Hence, doubtlefs, hath proceeded all his pique 
again{t the Nonconformifts ; hence that unquenchable Ne- 
mefis againft the city; hence it is that he hath taken upon 
him to defend in grofs at this time, the whole mafs of enor- 
mityes, right or wrong, then complained of in that petition : 
all this mifchief for a ballad-maker’s fake of the kindred. 
The Duke of Mufcovy indeed declared war againft Poland, 
becaufe he and his nation had been vilifyed by a Polifh poet : 
but the author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie would, it feems,. 
difturb the peace of Chriftendom for the good old caufe of 
a fuperannuated chanter of Saffron-Hill and Pye-Corner. 
But though indeed he doth not write his books in the Smith- 
field metre, yet they are all blank ballad, and the fubje@ 
and confequence ‘* to the difgrace of religion, the increafe 
_¢ of all vice, and withdrawing people from reading, ftudy- 
“‘ ing, and hearing the word of God, and other good books, 
‘is exactly the fame.” So that he may when he will put in 
— for letters of adminiftration in the Prerogative Court, .and 
enter his claim too with the Heralds: for every one will 
yield him to be the next of kin to that author ; or let him 
but produce his own writings, "tis evidence fufficient. If 
it fhould prove otherwife, the fault is in his own obfcurity, 
that hath left all the neighbourhood and me in the dark ; 
and let him make what fhift he will to procure himfelf a 
| : grandfather, 
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grandfather, for I have taken pains enough, I am fure, to 
help him to one. 


But however for that matter, let the welt come to the 
worft, he had a mother undeniably, and probably a father: _ 
_ otherwife he would be fhrewdly difappointed, and in a worfe 

cafe than Prince Prettyman * lamenting, 


6 What oracle this fecret can evince, 

© Sometimes a fifher’s fon, fometimes a prince t 
‘It is a fecret great, as is the world, 

‘‘ In which I, like the foul, am tofs’d and hurl’d:” 


And he might with good reafon exclaim more pathetically — 
** Bring in my father, why d’ye keep him from eet Although 
“Cg fifherman, he is my father.”’ 


“© Was ever fon yet brought to this diftrefs, — 
<< + To be for being a fon made fatherlefs ? 

‘© O you juft heavens! rob me not of a father: 
‘© The being of a fon take from me rather.” 


His mother is faid to have been an honeft yeoman’s daughter, 
and to have been his father’s fervant, with whom fhe lived © 
with good reputation, and fo ever fince her marriage; except 
what difgrace may have refle@ted from her iffue, which being 
her grief and misfortune, ought not to be her fcandal. But 

Vou. IL Oo though 


* Rehearlal Comedy, p. 27. + Idem, p. 26. 
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though he came of a good mother, he had a very ill fire. 
He was a man bred toward the law, and betook himfelf, as 
his beft practice, to be a fub-committee-man, or, as the ftile 
ran, one of the affiftant committee in Northamptonfhire. 
In the rapine of that employment, and what he got by pick- 
ing the teeth of his mafters, he fuftained himfelf, til he 
had raked together fome little eftate. And then being a 
man for the purpofe, and that had begun his fortune out of 
_ the fequeftration of the eftates of the King’s party, he, to 
perfect it the more, proceeded to take away their lives ; not 
in the hot and military way (which diminifhes always the 
offence) but in the cooler blood and fedentary execution of 
an high court of juftice. Accordingly he was preferred to 
be one of that number that gave fentence againft the three 
Lords, Capel, Holland, and Hamilton, who were beheaded. 
By this learning in the law he became worthy of the degree 
of a ferjeant, and fometimes to go the circuit, till for mif- 
demeanor he was petitioned againft. But for a tafte of his 
abilities, and the more to re-ingratiate himfelf, he printed, 
in the year 1650, a very remarkable book called, “ The 
Government of the People of England, precedent and pre- 
fent the fame.” Ad /ubfcribentes confirmandum, dubitantes 
informandum, opponentes convincendum; and underneath, 
Multa videntur que non funt, multa funt que non videntur. 
Under that engraven, two hands joyned with the motto, Uz 
uniamur ; and beneath a fheaf of arrows, with this device, 

Vis 


6 
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Vis unita fortior; and to conclude, Concordia parve res 
crefcunt, difcordia dilabuntur. A moft hieroglyphical title, 
and fufficient to have fupplyed the mantlings and atchieve- 
, ments of the family! By thefe parents he was fent to Ox- - 
ford, with intention to breed: him up to the miniftry. 
There in a fhort time he entered himfelf into the company 
of fome young ftudents who were ufed to faft and pray 
weekly together; but for their refection fed fometimes on 
broth, from whence they were commonly called Grewellers : 
only it was obferved that he was wont ftill to put more 
graves than all the reft in his porridge. And after that he 
picked acquaintance not only with the brotherhood at Wad- 
ham College, but with the fifterhood too at: another old 
Elfibeth’s, one Elizabeth Hampton’s, a plain devout woman, 
where he trained himfelf up in hearing their fermons and 
_ prayers, receiving alfo the facrament in the houfe, till he 
had gained fuch proficience, that he too began to exercife in 
that meeting, and was efteemed one of the precioufeft young 
men in the univerfity. But when thus, after feveral years 
approbation, he was even ready to have taken the charge, 
not of an admiring drove or herd, as he now calls them, but 
of a flock upon him, by great misfortune, the King came in 
by the miraculous providence of God, influencing the diftrac- 
tions of fome, the good affections of others, and the weari- 
nefs of all towards that happy reftauration, after fo many 
fufferings, to his regal crown and dignity. Neverthelefs, he 
: O02 broke 


284 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


broke not off yet from his former habitudes ; and though it 
were now too late to obviate this inconvenience, yet he per- 
fifted as far as in him was, that is, by praying, caballing, 
and difcourfing, to obftrué the reftoring of the epifcopal 
government, revenues, and authority. Infomuch that find- 
ing himfelf difcountenanced on thofe accounts by the then 
Warden of Wadham, he fhifted colleges to Trinity, and, 
when there, went away without his degree, {crupling, for- 
footh, the fubfcription then required. From thence he 
came to London, where he fpent a confsferable time in 
creeping into all corners and companies, horofcoping up and 
down concerning the duration of the government: not con 
fidering any thing as beft, but as moft lafting and moft pro- 
fitable. And after having many times caft a figure, he at 
lat fatisfyed himfelf that the epifcopal government would 
endure as long as this King lived; and from thenceforward 
caft about how to be admitted into the church of England, 
and find the high-way to her preferments. In order to this 
he daily enlarged, not only his converfation, but his confci- 
ence, and was made free of fome of the town vices: imagin- 
ing, like Muleafles, King of Tunis (for I take witne(s. that 
on all occafions I treat him rather above his quality than. 
otherwife) that by hiding himfelf among the onions, he 
fhould efcape being traced by his didiataien Ignorant and 
miftaken man, that thought it neceflary to part with any 
virtue to get a living ; or that the church of England did 


not 
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not require and incourage more fobriety than he could ever 
be guilty of ; whereas it hath alwayes been fruitful of men, 
who, together with obedience to that difcipline, have lived 
to the envy of the Nonconfermitts in their convérfation, and 
without fuch, could never either have been preferved fo long,. 
ef after fo long a diflipation have ever recovered. But. 
neither was this yet in his opinioh fufficient: and therefore: 
he refolved to try a fhorter path, which fome few men have: 
trod not unfuccefsfully ; that is, to print a book; if that 
would niot do, a fecond; if not that, a third of an higher. 
extraGtion, and fo: forward, to give experimient againft their. 
former party of a keen ftile and a duetile judgement. His 
fir proof piece was in the year 2665, the Téntamina Phy-. 
fico-Theologica’: a tedious tranfcript of his common place: 
book, wherein there is very little of his own, but the arro- 
gance and thé unpagalleled cenforioufnefs that he exercifes. 
over all other writers, befides his undutiful iriveighing even: 
then againit the veficles of thé earth for meer bubbles, as: 
he did fhortly after againft his father’s memory,. and in his, 
mother’s prefence, before feveral: witnefles, for a couple of 
whining Fanaticks. However he accounted it a fafe books: 
on all fides, it being of fo trite and confefied: ani argument,, 
that few judicious men would read it to éxamine the errours :: 
. aad in fo rough and feabbed:a Latine,. that a man mutt have: 
long nails, and thofe fharper than ordinary,, to diftinguith. 
betwixt the fkin-and the. difeafe, the faults.and the gram-. 


4. mare. 
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‘mar. To omit his ufual volume and circumference of 
periods, which, though he takes alwayes to be his chiefeft 
ftrength, yet indeed, ‘like too great a line, weakens the 
defenfe, and requires too many men to make it good. But 
the caufe being againft Atheifm, he was fecure that none 
would attack him. For whether there be any Atheifts 
is fome controverfie; and he is compurgator for moft-of 
them: .or if there be fuch, yet they know the baftions are 
all undermined, and they fhould be blown up as foon as 
entered. But let him fhew me any Atheift that he hath 
reduced by his book, unlefs he may pretend to have con- 
verted fome (asin the old Florentine wars) by meer tiring 
_ them out, and perfect wearinefs. In this treatife, however, 
it was difficult for him to have hedged in the ‘Nonconform- 
ifts: only ‘here and there he fprinkles a glittering ore, to. 
give hopes of a vein underneath, of {uch metal as might by 
a fkilful hand be founded into any figure; and having fhown, 
as he thought, fufficiently, that he believed there was a God, 
he imagined that thenceforward, write what, and againft 
whom he would, it might pafs as indifputably; that all 
would be current which paft his touch-ftone; that as his 
predeceffor Midas turned into gold whatfoever he touched, 
fo every thing by his handling fhould be tran{muted to ortho- 
doxy. When he had cooked up thefe mufty collections, he 
makes his firft invitation to his old acquaintance, my Lord 
Aschbifhop of .Canterbury, who had never feen before nor 

heard 
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heard of him. But I muft confefs he furbifhes up his Grace 
in fo glorious an epiftle, that, had not my Lord been long 
fince proof again{ft the moft fpiritual flattery, the Dedi- 
cation only, without ever reading the book, might have 
ferved to have fixed ‘him from that inftant as his favourite. . 
Yet. all this I perceive did not his work, but his Grace was 
fo unmindful, or rather fo prudent, that the gentleman 
thought it neceflary to {pur up again the next year with 
another new book, to fhow more plainly what he would be 
at. This he dedicates to Doctor Bathurft; and to evidence . 
from the very epiftle, that he was ready to renounce that 
very education, the civility of which he is fo tender of as to: 
blame me for difordering it, he picks occafion to tell him:. 
“to your prevailing advice, Sir, do I owe my. firft refcue 
‘‘ fromthe chains and fetters of an unhappy education.” 
‘But in the book which ‘he calls, A free and impartial Cenfure 
of the Platonick Philofophy, (cenfure ’tis fure to be, whatfo- | 
ever he.writes) he {peaks out, and demonftrates himfelf ready 
and equipped to furrender not only the caufe, but betray his. 
party without making any conditions for them, and:to appear. 
forthwith himfelf in the head of the contrary intereft.. 
Which, fuppofing the difpute to be juft, yet in him was fo : 
mercenary, that none. would have. defcended :to aét his part. 
but a divine of fortune. And even lawyers take themfelves 
excufed from being of counfel for the King himéfelf, in a caufe 
where they have.been. entertained and inftru€ted. by their» 
client. . 
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client. But fo flippant he was, and forward in this book, 
that, in defpight of all chronology, he could introduce * Plato 
to inveigh againft Calvin, and from the Platoniques he could 
miraculoufly hook in a difcourfe againft the Nonconform- 
ifts. After this feat of activity he was ready to leap over 
the moon: no fcruple of confcience could ftand in his way, 
and no preferment feemed too high for him; for about this 
time, I find that having taken a turn at Cambridge to qua- 
lifie himfelf, he was received within doors to be my Lord 
Archbifhop’s other chaplain, and into fome degree of favour : 
which, confidering the difference of their humours and 
ages, was fomewhat furprizing. But, whether indeed, in 
times of heat and faction, the moft temperate {pirits may 
fometimes chance to take delight in one that is {pightful, 
and make fome ufe of him; or whether it be, that even the 
moft grave and ferious perfons do for relaxation divert them- 
felves willingly by whiles with a creature that is unlucky, 
mimical and gamefome; fo it was. And thenceforward 
the nimble gentleman danced upon bell-ropes, vaulted from 
fteeple to fteeple, and cut capers out. of one dignity to 
another. Having thus dexteroufly ftuck his groat in Lam- 
beth wainfcot, it may eafily be conceived he would be unwil- 
ling to lofe it; and therefore he concerned himfelf highly, 
and even to jealoufie, in upholding now that palace, which 
if falling, he would out of inftiné be the farft fhould leave 

1, 


* Cenf. Plat. Phil, p. 26, 27, 28, &c. 
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it. His Majefty about that time labouring to effe& hiscon- 
ftant promifes of indulgence to his people, the author there- 
fore walking with his own thadow in the evening, took a 
great fright left all were agoe. And in this conceit being 
_refolved to make good his figure, and that one government 
fhould not laft any longer than the other, he fet. -himfelf to” 
write thofe dangerous books which I have now to do with: 
wherein, he firft makes all that he will to be law; and then 
_whatfoever 1s law to be divinity. And I thal appeal to all 
readers, and I hope make it good, that never in any age, 
by any man (that I may not fay any churchman) have there 
been publithed difcourfes either fo erroneoufly founded, or 
fo foully managed, or of fo pernicious confequence. In 
~ conclufion, . this is that man who infifts fo much, and ftir- 
-rops himfelf upon the gravity of his profeflion, and the — 
civility of his education: which if he had in the leaft ob- 
ferved in re{peé& either to himfelf or others, I fhould, I could 
never have made fo bold with him. And nevertheless, it 
being fo neceflary to reprefent him in his own likenefs, that 
it may appear what he is to others, and to himfelf, if pof- 
fibly he might at laft correct his indecencies, I have not 
committed any fault of ftile, nor even this tedioufnefs, but 
in his imitation. F have not ufed any harfh expreflions byt 
what were fuitable to that civility of education which he 
-practifes, and that gravity of profeffion 1 which he hath fet 
_up of: and even therein I have taken care, befide what my 
Vor. II. : P P nature 
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nature hath taken care for, to fhoot below the mark, and not 
to retaliate to the fame degree; being willing, as I muft yield 
him the preference for many good qualities, fo in his worft, 

however, to give him the precedence. And yet with all 
that it hath been thus far the odioufeft tafk that ever I under- 
took, and has looked to me all the while like the cruelty of 
a living diffe@ion, which, however it may tend to publick 
inftruction, and though I have picked out the moft noxious 
creature to be anatomized, yet doth fcarce excufe or recom- 
pence the offenfivenefs of the {cent and fouling of my fin- 
gers. Therefore I will here break off abruptly, leaving many 
a vein not laid open, and many a paflage not fearched into; 
nor read any further upon this foul of the world, or profe- 
cute afrefh its allegory from the apple, the mandrake, the 
{fparrow, the fifhes, the moufe, the mungrel, the ape, unto 
the day of marriage, but leave the moral to the judicious. . 
And I could here take advantage, perhaps plaufibly enough, 
- to put a final conclufion to this whole book; for if a man 
hath taken off his railing, he hath therein anfwered his argu- 
ment. But if I have undergone the drudgery of. the more 
loathfome part already, I will not defraud myfelf of what -is 
more truly pleafant, and remains behind the lighter burthen, 
the conflict with, if it may be fo called, his reafon. For 
his whole book is, according to his ufual addrefs, a letter to 
me, and it concerns my civility to return an anfwer to every 
part of it. He hath afked me many queftions, and I take 
5 ~ mylfelf 
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myfelf obliged to refolve them. And he hath promifed me 
the prefs fha]l be open ; neither would I therefore be behind- 
hand with him in courtefie. So that I have now only three 
things of which he hath made it neceffary that I caution the 
reader. The farft is, not to be mifled by a peftilent way 
that he has of youing me, and fo making me an epidemical 
perfon, aflixing thereby what hath ever, he pretends to have 
been faid or done by any in the caufe of Nonconformity at 
any time to my account: although it hath never entered 
into my book or imagination, and he had been more kind, 
if, as fometimes he does out of civility, he had thou’d me 
to the end of the chapter. -The fecond is, not on the other 
part to impute any errors or weaknefs of mine to the Non- 
conformifts, nor miftake me for one of them, (not that I fly 
it as a reproach, but rather honour the moft {crupulous :) 
for I write only what I think befits all men in humanity, 
Chriftianity, and prudence toward Diffenters. The laft is, 
not to think that Iam any fuch old acquaintance as he 
claims to infinuate me of dif-ingenuity, for of our acquaint- 
ance I fhall give account hereafter. 


That which gave me the firft occafion of writing was, as 

I have faid formerly, his third Crambe, of the fame purulent 
matter, and virulent ftile, the Preface to Bifhop Bramhall : 
and againft that and its incomparable extravagancies was 
my whole difcourfe bent and levelled. Only about the 
Pp2 middle 
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middle of mine I touched in paffing upon fome points of his 
other treatifes, that is, the ‘* Power of the Magiftrate, Confci- 
ence, Morality, Debauchery, Perfecution,” &c. But he, whe- 
ther by miftake or on purpofe, turns my method quite back- 
ward, and, avoiding that which was dire@ for what is but 
collateral, begins in his fecond page, in his ufual military 
metaphors of Attack, Front and Rear, &c. with the ninety- 
- feventh of my book. ‘This, however, is an accident that 
hath befallen other great commanders as well as himéelf. 
For his ancient friend, William the Conqueror, at the battel 
of Haftings, had in the fame manner the back of his cuiraffes 
placed before, by the error of him that put themon. The 
thing is ominous I doubt to the author of the Ecclefiaftical 
Politie, and affuredly (as the Duke then faid) “ This day: 
‘his fortune will turn, and he will be a King or nothing 
before night.” Yet I will not decline the purfuit, but 
plod on after him i in his own way, thorow thick ‘and thin,, 
hill or dale, over hedge and ditch wherever he leads 5 ‘til 1 
have laid hand on him, and delivered him bound either to. 
Reafon or Laughter, to Juftice or Pity. If at any turn. 
he gives me the leaft opportunity to be ferious, I fhall gladly 
take it: but where he prevaricates or is fcurrilous (and: 
where is he not?) I fhall treat him betwixt jeft and earneft.. 
That which is folid and fharp, being imped by fomething 
more light and airy,: may carry further and pierce deeper, 
and therefore I fhall look to it as well as I can, that mine 
4 aITOWS. 
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arrows be well pointed, and of mine own whetting ; but 
for the feathers, I muft borrow them out of his wing. Nei- 
ther yet would I have this fimilitude improved to his difpa~ 
sagement : for he is a bird of prey, and an high-flyer, and,. 
though he hath leffened himfelf by the height of his place, 
he cannot cettainly be other than an éagle, and pefhaps the. 
fame fate may attend him. 


-‘Firk therefore, as to the power of the magiftrate, he: 
faith in grofs, that * ‘ the fupream government of every’ 
“© commonwealth muft of neceflity be univerfal, uncontroul— 
ee able, indifpenfable, unlimited, and abfolute in all affairs. 

* whatfoever that concern the interefts of mankind, and the. 

© ends of government ; as well in matters of religion, as in: 

“ afl other civil concerns.” This. is, I confefs, pretty: 
ftrongly worded, and drawn up, doubtlefs, by the ad- 
Vice of his counich learned : but if thefe be terms yet 
unknown, in our law, we muft refer it to the fupream. 

overnment ‘to define their fignification +. ” However 
ge it be not law, | ‘tis. pity but it were fo. ’Tis the very 
elixir poteftatis and magifterium Domini : fo. fine a thing: 
‘that no man living but would be enamoured with it: for,. 
‘wot ye well, it is “a power,” he faith, ‘ eftablifhed” of 
yore, at, or before the beginning of the world, ere there 
hekcal “any fach thing ‘known or thought of, as periwigs or: 


glafs~ 


c a bo ee OB 
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glafs-coaches ‘* by the unalterable dictates of natural reafon 
“‘ and univerfal practice and confent of nations.” Only in 
‘ the * Jewifh commonwealth, for fome peculiar reafons of 
“ ftate,” (which he knows but will not tell us) ’twas for 
fome time otherwife. But this power was + ‘* antecedent to 
“ Chrift” himfelf, and it was fo well founded, that there was 
none, or very little need of the authority of the Scripture in 
the cafe, and therefore ‘ the Scripture rather fuppofes than 
‘¢ afferts this jurifdiction.” Yet in our Saviour’s time, and 
for fome while after, there was fuch “‘ ¢ a pofture of affairs” 
and ‘ |j fuch an happy juncture of affairs’’ (how mechani- 
cally he expreffes it?) that,. while the Heathen princes en- 
joyed this power by the antecedent right of fovereignty, and 
accordingly exercifed it over Chriftians, “twas alfo neceflary 
to fupply it among them “ by miracles of feverity.” . But 
“© § when once Chriftianity became the imperial religion, 
‘‘ this power began to refettle where nature had placed it,” 
and fo the world jogged on, and ‘ ** its affairs were com~ 
- © petently well governed (though better or worfe, accord- 
ing to the wifdom and vigilance of the feveral Emperors”) 
till the Bifhop of Rome, feeing this Power to be fo rich and 
beautiful a creature, began to caft a fweet eye on her, 
and, by the addrefs of his conftant folicitation and court- 
fhip, carried her fheer away from all the princes of Chriften- 

dom. 
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dom. So this jewel of the crown was for feveral hundred 
of years imbezzled, till Henry the Eighth and other princes 
found it again by chance in the ruines of an old monaftery 
at the Reformation. But though the ‘ * wifdom of the 
‘¢ elder ages had always practifed this power,”’ yet “ + fince 
‘that, governors have not been thorowly inftructed in its 
‘© nature and extentt. Government hath not been rightly 
‘¢ underftood nor duly managed, the Reformation hath not 
“© been able to refettle princes in their full and natural 
“¢ rights ||.” - What will not the man deferve that can fhow 
them better, and teach governors a receipt againft fo chro- 
nical negligence and ignorance ? § ‘So little have princes un- 
“‘ derftood ‘their own interefts. So fatal has been their 
‘‘ mifcarriage.” Send for a phyfician ere they be all out.of 
hope, and while there is yet fome life in them. But he 
will do well-to make fure of his fee beforehand,. as thofe 
that fold the Icterus, a bird good againft the jaundice, hid 
it till chey were payed left the buyer at firft fight be cured. 
The great fecret after all is, ** ‘* that the prince may and 
‘hath power to transfer the.exercife of the priefthood. 
‘ upon another, and that he may if he pleafe referve it to: 
‘himfelf.” Is this all? The notion is fomething new,. 
indeed ; but he hath deduced it very well, and ’tis pretty 
probable : though I have known the time, and many others 
. © Eccl. Pol. p. 32. + Idem, p. 58. t Idem, p. 229. 
l| Idem, p.58. = - = § ‘Idem, p. 1g. _ ** Idem, p. 32. 
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may remember it, when it would not have been pranted.: I. 
a~mdke account the author of the ‘Eoclefiaftical Politie is 
.fufficiently impowered by the whole clergy, at leaft of 
| England : and doubtlefs therefore his Majetty, among other 
princes, will, if he find it good, and for his fervice, accept 
the donation, not much inferiour to -that of Conftantine. 
-’Tis a great piece of gratitude nowin them, and ’twould 
have done well and more deafonably,: -had -his late Majefty 
‘before the war-been informed by them in this particular and 
the dependances. But I-have fome reafon to be jealous-that 
‘the Author’of the Ecclefiaftical Politie is not thus ‘liberal 
‘without fome defign ; that he hath fome job or other to be 
done, and how unlimited and abfolute foever he hath made 
and declared the magiftrate, there is fome condition annexed, 
upon failure of which this fiefe fhall reincamerate. For he was 
of another opinion in his Preface to Bifhop Bramhall, when 
~he faid, “ * all government does, and muft owe its quiet and 
<¢ continuance to the church’s patronage.”’ ‘Yes: there is 
another croifade to be undertaken; and he hath a project 
in his head to engage all princes in a war againft Noncon- 
formity, a fecond + bellum Archidiaconale. For, though he 
was refolved to run his head againft a wall, and very inge~ 
snuoufly profeffes there too, that ‘if he had fpoke reafon, 
*¢-he had, without any more adoe, ‘carryed the caufe, if he 
*¢-had not, he was content to lofe his labour ;”” he intended 

| of e 4 | eo, 7 not 
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-notit fhould go fo eafily. But in that very firft book, while 


-he was in the {weeteft temper, in his natural ferenity, and 
:moft benign inclinations, not heated or provoked by any | 
advérfary, and before he had expected one minute what fo 
‘ftrong a reafon, what fo perfuafive eloquence might have 
effected with the Nonconformifts, joyned with that intereft 
which he had fo many years been creating amongft them, 
even then at the fame time he founds another trumpet than 
that in Sheer-Lane, to horfe and hem in his auditory. He 
proclaims them, for meer diffenting upon tendernefs of con- 
{cience’*, ‘Villains, Hypocrites, Rebels, Schifmaticks, 
‘¢ and the greateft and moft notorious hereticks.”” He fum- 
mons therefore the magiftrate to do his office, that is, to 
impofe ceremonies, which he owns to be indifferent, upon 
thofe that hold the contrary, with the fevereft penalties, 
and the ftricteft execution. What is this but to put govers 
nors upon the tenters, to invent how poflibly they may run 
their fubjects into difobedience, and then to invent and ap- 
ply the tortures for their difobeying ? As for the poor fub- 
jects there is no help for them, but he gives them very ex- 
cellent and ghoftly counfel to abide their fad fate with pati- 
ence and refignation, but inftead of them he layes his impo- 
fition now upon the magiftrate and leaves him not fo much 
as the power to will nor chufe ; but he muft govern by the 
laws of the author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie +. He ** muft 

Vou. II. Qq “< {fcourge 
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‘< fcourge them into order. He muftchaftife them out of their 
“¢ peevifhnefs, and laf them into obedience*. There is nore- 
“¢ medy but the rod and correction +. He muft reftrain them, 
‘¢ with more rigour than unfandtifyed villains}. He mutt ex- 
“€ pofe them to the correction of the publick rods and axes.”* 
Is this at Saft all the bufinefs why he hath been building up. 
all this while that neceflary, univerfal, uncontroulable, in- 
difpenfable, unlimited, abfolute power of governors, only to. 
gratifietbe humour and arrogance of an unneceflary, univerfal,, 
uncontroulable, difpenfable, unlimited, and abfolute, arch-. 
deacon? Still uff, muf?, muff: But what if the fupream 
roagiftrate won't? Why, muff again ||, eight times at leaft 
in little more than one page, and thorow his whole book 
proportionably, This is (and let him make a quibble on’t 
if he pleafe) like Doftor Rabelais his fetting Julius Cafar to 
beat muftard ; and juft as worfhipful an employment,, 
if he fhould prefer his Majefty from his. kingdom and 
Whitehall to the government of bis ancient palace of Bride- 
well. But laws and impofitions he faith fignifie nothing 
witheut penalties, nor thefe without acting up roundly by- 
rigorous executions. ‘Therefore that he might be true to 
his-own principles, if the fupream magiftrate be difobedient,, 
he hath provided againft him too pretty feverely. He hath: 
denounced that in that cafe men deferve to, perith. like. Sar-. 
- danapalus. That fuch a prince deferves to. he king af the: 
© Eccl. Pol. p 925. t+ Idem, 272. fldem. 219. 4 Idem. 271,. 
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night, and to conclude, he affirms that princes unlefs they 
will be refolute, that is, todo what he would have them, 
they muft not govern *. ’Tis come to xoli igitur regnare t 
they had need to take heed of him it feems, and how they 
behave themfelves. But they may véry well take all this 
kindly of him, and asan honour, for it is no lefs authority | 
than he exercifes over God Almighty. For he will have it 
that God too * muft of neceflity have vefted princes in at 
‘¢ leaft as much power as was ablolutely neceflary to the na- 
* ture and ends of governmentf.” And what the author's 
énds are, we have and fhall take occafion more particularly 
to examine hereafter. | 


What needs hei further for widow’ in this matter, or 
if men would out of love to juftice be more exadtly in- 
formed, let them but read, if their patience will not laft 
longer, the contents at leaft of the feveral chapters of his 
Ecclefiaftical Politie, in this and the other matters. It is 
{ufficient punifhment for {ome offenders to be placed in pub- 
lick with their book, or its title afiixed before them. But 
“becaufe he will not be fatisfyed with that, I fhall prefume fo 
far on my readers as to trace him thorow the maze of what in 
the Reproof he would anfwer. He infults firft becaufe he 
faith {I expofe an innocent and undeniable propofition 
of his, that the magiftrate hath fuch a power as is before 
defcribed to govern and condué the confciences of his fub- 

| Qq2 . jects 
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jects in affairs of religion ; and yet I fay not aword in itscon- 
futation : but he forgets that, whereI quote that, I in thevery 
next line fubjoyn thus, and page 22, he explains himfelf more: 
fully; ‘‘ That unlefs princes have power to bind their fubje@s 
“to that religion that they apprehend moft advantageous to 
“ ‘publick peace and tranquillity, and reftrain thofe religious 
‘¢ miftakes that tend to its fubverfion, they are no better than 
‘¢ ftatues and images of authority *.’’ And this I feveral 
times inculcated into him ; but of this he takes not the leaft 
notice, I warrant you: ‘tis all hufhed. Is not this now a 
candid reprover? but becaufe I know he will hereupon . 
be wriggling, I will fhew him that thefe words cannot be 
interpreted otherwife by him than according to their firft ap- 
_ pearance and full latitude. He cannot mean it in matters 
of ceremony, which indeed he ought to have kept to, but 
that the fubject it feems turned into an argument, and led 
him further to confefs and fpeak out what was in the bot- 
tom. For concerning ceremonies he faith indeed, ‘* That 
‘it is abfolutely neceflary that governors injoyn matters 
‘of no great moment and confequence in themfelves, 
‘¢ thereby to avoid the evil that would naturally attend up- 
‘‘on their being not injoyned: fo that when they are 
‘* determined though perhaps they are of no great ufe to 
‘‘ the common-wealth in themfelves, yet they have at 
“Jeaft this confiderable ufefulnefs, as to prevent many 

= “* great 

* Rehearfal Tranfprofed, p. 97. 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED.: 301 


‘¢ great mifchiefs that would probably follow if they were 
‘¢ not determined*:”” A moft-memorable paffage, and that 
deferves to be recorded as the full fum and ftate of the con- 
troverfie. . Yet he moft ingenuoufly profeffes that ‘¢ all that. 
<* concerns religious worfhip is no part of religion itfelf, but 
‘‘ only an inftrument, &c. and therefore though the Chrif- 
“tian laws command us by fome exterior figns to exprefs 
‘Cour interior piety, yet they. have no where fet down 
‘any particular. expreffions of worfhip and adoration. +” 
So alfo ‘all rituals and ceremonies and poftures and 
«© manners of performing the outward expreflions of devo- 
‘tion are not in their own nature capable of being parts. 
‘¢ of religion }.”’ And thus in many other places: fo that he. 
hath gained nothing by the firft obje@ion which he hath 
raifed but a propofition not fo undeniable, nor very inno-. 
cent, that the prince hath power to bind his fubjects to. that 
réligion which -he apprehends moft advantageous, &c |]. 
His next exception again{ft me is very material, that I have 
quoted fo -many paflages out of his book. It has I believe 
indeed angered him, .as it has becn no {mall trouble to me: 
but how can I help it? I with he would be pleafed to teach 
me an art (for if any,man in the world, he hath it) to 
anfwer a2 book without turning over the leaves (for that 
in a former anfwer offended him). or without citing the paf- 
fages: in the mean time if to tranfcribe fo much out of 
5 dim 
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him muft reridet a mian, as he therefore ftiles me, a /canda- 
lous plagiary, 1 muft plead guilty: but by the fame law 
whoever fhall either be witnefs or profecutor, in behalf of 
the king, for treafonable words, may be indited for an high- 
wayman. After this he dfks me roundly whether I do fe- 
rioufly believe that his Majefty hag no powet in matters of 
religion. Let him firft make good his own aflertions, 
_ which I have charged him with, and then I will tell him 
more of my mind; yet becaufe he queftions me of my be- 
lief (which I believe he never yet did to any man in his own 
parfonages, of either at Ickham or Chartham) I do how- 
ever count myfelf obliged to give him fome anfwer, as much 
as he can challenge of me; that is, I do moft certainly be- 
lieve that the fupream magiftrate hath fome power, but not 
all power in matters of religion. And particularly to ad- 
vance fo much further to our author of the Ecclefiaftical 
Politie, I do not believe that princes have power to bind their 
fubje&ts to that religion that they appreliend moft advanta~ 
geous. And I will give him a reafon too of this my belief. 
He himfelf faith (and itis worthy to be taken good notice of) 
“¢ that the Fanaticks of late have fo embroiled Chriftendom, 
*¢ that Chriftian princes begin to be of a perfuafton, that 
‘‘ Chriftianity is an enemy to government *.” Now itis 
therefore to be prefumed, that he is very converfant dnd in- 
timate with all the princes of Chriftendom. But I fuppofe 
: that 
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that they revealed this focret of ftate to him only in conf- 
dence; for.I never before heard of it in publick ; and it is. 
not fo mgenuoufly or prudently done of him to proclaim ia. 
print the fubjeét of a familiar difcourfe, and private confe-. 
rence with them. This. fure will make princes more caute-- 
lous for. the :futuse, whom .they ehufe for their minifters, 
and' to believe that even he, unlels he be better at keeping - 
afecret,, is not fo:ft ‘to. be of their privy counsel ;. no not in: 
affairs occlefiaftical. But if it be fo (as who dare contro-. 
vert it after. fo autheatical authority as the guthor’s of the- 
Eoclefiaftical. Politic) that princes are indeed perfuaded that. 
Chriftienity isan enemy to government, it is.not fo fafe to. 
acknowledge that they have power to bind to what religion. 
they apprehend moft advantageous, | Efpecially if it fhould: 
chanee that fo pliable a gentleman fhould be at their elbow,, 
who, out of exneis of conformity, indulges the greateft non-- 
confotmity imaginable... “. We condemn”). faith .he, , oe nei-. 
“ther Tiurks.nor Papifts for their. forms and: poftures of; 
“ adoration (unlefs they fal] under one or both of the obli-. 
“ quities aforefaéd.) Let-them but addrefs the fame worhhip, 
“ to.its proper. object, and we will never ftand ftiffly with: 
‘“ them about their outward.rites and ceremonies of its.ex-. 
= prefli on, ‘but will freely allow them to conform to the fig-- 
«6. nificant: cuftoms of: their country, as we do to thofe of: 
. ours. *°"” a moft gracigufly ¢ done. that his worthip will: 
allow, 
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allow them it: will he not found a trumpet too when he 
has done to give'them leave to goto dinner? In due time 
fure there will be an hat for ‘him to make him in requital 
the cardinal deacon. . But why will he not. carry the good 
‘humour thorow, and be as merciful to his neighbours? all 
abroad and nothing at home ? There have been.and' are {feve- 
ralrights and cuftoms too in the countries of England, which 
do neither’ countenance’ vice, nor: difgrace the Deity, and 
thefe diffenting people do addrefs:the fame worfhip to its 
due and proper objet. But (not.to prevent myfelf) fhould 
he now, that is fo clear as to matter of ceremonies,. be 
backed at the fame time with another fellow-prebend of 
his, no lefs frank in religion, who fhould tell the princes that 
he abhors being a papift as much as being'a prefbyterian *, 
and will as foon be a Turk, as. he will be either; what 
might become of us, if the princes were fatisfyed of their 
own power, and of thefe mens difcretion ?. it might breed 
no {mall alteration in the affairs of Chriftendom. - -For 
whatfoever the papifts be, there are many things to be faid 
why the Turks is a very advantageous religion. 


_ Then he quotes his Majefties declaration to make good his 
—‘* making ufe of that fupream power in ecclefiaftical 

‘© matters, which isnot only inherent in the crown, but has 
‘“ been declared and recognized to be fo by feveral ftatutes 
«© and acts of parliament +.” I honour the quotation, and 
am 
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am come not long fince from {wearing religioufly to own 
that fupremacy. And itis furely the more valid for having 
received from the author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie this con- 
firmation. Only it might have been wifhed that all his books 
had not been writ directly counter to it, and under pretence 
of gratifying him with titles he had not cut him out of the 
exercife and liberty of his jurisdiction. But having in his 
Ecclefiaftical Politie created himfelf perpetual dictator, 
neguid res clerica detrimenti capiat, and marching every 
where with four and twenty rods and axes before him, he 
deputes the conful to be indeed both his Magiffer Equitum 
and his Pontifex Maximus: but all along {peaks in the ws 
and the we of himfelf, and treats the good civil uncon- 
troulable magiftrate with the muff, mx/f?, to evidence his 
own rigorous fuperiority. And in that only place where 
he feems to give the magiftrate fome little licenfe, he doth 
it with fo ill a grace, and ftigmatizes both the magiftrate and 
the people with fuch a mark and charaGer, that it would 
put a generous prince upon fome deliberation whether he 
were beft to make ufe of an authority fo ignominioufly 
granted. For all that is to be obtained is this and in thefe 
terms *: “Should any prince through unhappy mifcarria- 
‘€ pes in the ftate be brought into fuch ftraits and exigences 
“¢ of affairs as that he cannot reftrain the headlong inclina- 
“€ tions of his fubje@ts without the hazard of raifing fuch 
_ Vou Ih Rr | ; commo- 
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‘¢ commotions and difturbances as perhaps he can never be 
‘© able to allay, and fo fhould be forced in fpight of himfelf 
‘* to indulge them their liberty in their fancies and perfua- 
‘¢ fions about religion ; yet, unlefs he will diveft himfelf of 
‘*a more material and more neceflary part of his authority, 
‘‘ than if he fhould grant away his power of the militia, or 
‘‘ his prerogative of ratifying civil laws; unlefs, I fay, he 
‘© will thus hazard his crown, and make himfelf too weak 
‘< for government by renouncing the beft part of his fupre- 
‘¢macy, he muft lay an obligation upon all perfons to whom 
‘‘he grants this religious freedom, to profefs that it is 
‘© matter of meer favour and indulgence, and that he has as 
‘¢ much power to govern all the publick affairs of religion 
‘* as any other matters that are either conducive or prejudi= 
“‘ cial to the publick peace and quiet of the common- 
‘wealth. And if they be brought to this declaration 
cc they will but confefs themfelves (to fay no worfe) turbu- 
‘lent and feditious perfons, by acknowledging that they 
“‘ refufe their obedience to thofe laws which the {upream 
‘authority has juft power to. impofe.”” I know not whe-~ 
ther all thefe folemnities were duely obferved in the late de~ 
claration ; or whether the failing in fome of thefe rituals 
may have rendered it lefs facred. But our author’s concef: 
fion here looks fomething like the cardinal Antonio’s faf- 
frage, when ‘he could not have his man chofen: Sia dun- 
que Pamflio papa al nome del diavolo. Wowever this, fach 

as 
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as it is, joyned with the former quotation does amount to 
fome kind of -fanétion, and the parties concerned may do 
well to confider of it. 


He inquires next ‘* whether I have never read or heard 
‘¢ of any publick difturbances, under pretence of religion *.” 
Yes I have, and whofoever thall do fo deferves to be feverely 
punifhed. ‘* WhetherI have not heard of the merry pranks 
‘© of John of Leyden and the Anabaptifts of Germany .” 
Yes, and they were handled as they deferved. Nay, more- 
over I have heard of the Anabaptifts tooof New-England, — 
in a book printedin the year 1673, intituled “ Mr. Baxter 
‘© baptized in blood,” which came out under the licenfe of 
the author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie ; being therefore as 
is to be fuppofed a book of theological nature. It was in- 
deed a piece of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, which he thought, it 
feems, very fit ‘* to reconcile to the prefent juncture of af- 
‘¢ fairs, and recommend to the genius of the age: faith- 
<¢ fully relating the cruel, barbarous and bloody murther of 
“¢ Mr. Baxter, an orthodox minifter, who was killed by the ~ 
“© Anabaptifts and his fkin moft cruelly flead off from his 
‘body.’ And yet from beginning to end there never was 
a compleater falfhood invented. But after the author of the 
Ecclefiaftical Politie had in fo many books of his own in- 
deavoured to harangue up the nation into fury againft ten- 
der confciences, there could not have been contrived by 
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the wit of man, any thing more hopeful to have blooded 
them upon the Nonconformifts than fuch a {pectacle, and 
at the end of his orations to flourifh the fkin of an orthodox 
- minifter in this manner flea’d off by the Anabaptifts. So 
that /e mom era vero fu ben trovato. And in good earneft 
I. dare not {wear but it was the author of the Ecclefiaftical 
Politie’s own handy work. Several words I obferve that he 
frequently and peculiarly makes ufe of in his other books, 
- concerns, villains, villanies, booby, &c.’’ But, as for 
his ‘¢ brifk and laboured periods,” they may be traced every 
where. What fay you to this for example? ‘ As the pro- 
‘¢ feffion of the gofpel is a moft facred thing, the doctrine 
‘© of the gofpel a moft holy rule, the author of our religion 
‘¢an exemplar and pattern of meeknefs : fo when Chriftians 
‘t renounce this facred profeffion, lay afide this Holy Gofpel, 
‘‘and abrenunciate Chrift the pattern of mecknefs, they 
‘© foon become the moft defperate villains in the world *.” 
(Ay, very truly faid, were it but rightly applied) never in 
my life did I read any thing that more lively expreffes and 
- nicks the energy of our author’s fenfe, or the rotundity and 
cadence of his numbers: and fo in many places more too 
long to be inftancéd. And indeed what reafon could there 
be, what likelyhood that any other man fhould go fo far 
out of the way with fuch a book to him who was the 
moft improper licenfer of things of that nature? unlefs 
5 3 | he 
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he may have therefore been thought the moft proper licenfer, 
becaufe he had given fo many teftimonies as books of his 
good inclination to fuch matters ; and that (not only in 
Ahiftory, but even in dodrine too) he did not fo nearly con- 
fider the truth as the intereft. And therefore, if perhaps 
he were not the author, yet I dare undertake that when he 
came to the licenfing of that pamphlet, he felt fuch an 
expanfion of heart, fuch an adlubefcence of mind, and fuch 
an exaltation of {pirit, that betwixt joy and love he could 
{carcely refrain from kifling it. And this no man living 
can deny, that either if he thought there were any fault in 
it, he took care to correct and fit it for the prefs with that 
advantage that it came out, or elfe he found it fo fatisfac- 
tory, that it paft his approbation without any amendment, 
and fo tranfporting, that he forgot to keep a copy for his 
own juftification, And truly, had it not chanced that there 
was prefent and immediate proof upon the place to convia 
the forgery as foon as publifhed, it might probably have had 
the effe& for which it was defigned. However, no thanks 
to the licenfer, who either was alfo the author, or the more 
criminal of the two; by how much the licenfer is alwayes 
prefumed to have the ftricter infpection, the better judge- 
ment, and more honefty, and is therefore intrufted by my 
Lord Archbifhop to give the ftamp of publick authority. 
So that whereas this author faith that, * ‘ had we but an 
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‘¢ act of parliament to abridge preachers the ufe of fulfome 
‘‘ and lufcious metaphors, it might perhaps be an effectual 
‘‘ cure of all our diftempers,” (what of the dull and lazy 
one too?) ‘ let not the reader {mile at the oddnefs of the 
_ © propofal.” (Neither, is not that lawful before it come 
to be enacted, as certainly it will upon his recommendation ?) 
I muft rather fay, that had we but an ac& of parliament to 
abridge licenfers from publifhing falfehoods, how {weet 
foever and lufcious, and to command and enable them to 
authorize truth, there would be a fenfible amendment in our 
modern Hiftory, Polity, and Theology. I know he. will 
take it unkindly that this fhould be revived after, he will 
fay, he hath given fo ample fatisfaction fince for it in his. 
teftimonial to the contrary. But he may pleafe.to confider. 
that this was fince the late a& of general pardon ;. that it. 
all happened fince the writing of the. Reproof; that he. 
hath only given a mafterly certificate as it were from 
a Juftice of Peace, inftead of making an humble recantation 
as an offender ; that it is but the fame law which he every 
where would exaé& of the Nonconformifts, and the fame 
tight which he does Mr. B. in the Preface to Bifhop Bram-. 
hall. Had he but, as they fay indeed: he complimented. 
the Anabaptifts on this occafion, fo printed it too, ‘ that. 
‘he eftcemed them to be the neareft to truth of all the 
‘¢ Diffenters from the.church of England,” it had been. 
fome fign of penitence and integrity, and amounted to fome 
degree of reftitution. | | From 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 318 

From this of the Anabaptifts, he falls as feverely upon the 
word unhoopable, which I, it feems, ufed in reprefenting 
his untimited, &c. . But-whereas I only threw it out like 
an empty cafk to amufe him, knowing that I had a whale 
to deal with, and left he fhould overfet me; he runs away 
with it asa very ferious bufinefs, and fo moyles himfelf with 
tumbling and tofling it, that he is in danger of melting his 
{perma ceti. A cork, I fee, will-ferve without an hook ; 
and inftead of an harping-iron, this grave and ponderous 
creature may, like eels, be. taken and pulled up only with 
bobbing. What adoe he makes with tubs,. kilderkins, 
hogfheads, and their dimenfions |! that you might fufpe@ 
him firft to have ferved as gager of the Lambeth brewing ?. 
I wonder. that he fhould defcend to fo low employment : 
but even that prudent Emperor Claudius publifhed an edict. 
De bene picandis doliis. And I perceive that a perfon of 
confiderable ecclefiaftical tunnage did very. lately ‘* refem- 
‘‘ ble the church of England with its ceremonies, to a veffel,. 
“which muff of necefity be compofed of ftaves, hoops, 
“ withs and pins: but if the pins were pulled out, then of 
“6 confequence the withs-flacken; the hoops. ungird, and the 
‘© ftaves fall all afunder into confufion,”’ fo that you fee the. 
trope of an hoop is not fo apocryphal. And I fhould have: 
thought that, if not out of refpect to the church of Eng- 
land ;. yet had it been only: out of reverence to Cornelius. 
his on among the reft, it might have ‘becomed the author | 
4 of. 
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of the Ecclefiaftical Politie upon this occafion to have been 
fomething more ferious. 


And no lefs does he intangle himfelf in another line of 
mine, weak enough, I confefs, yet though of but a fingle 
hair, ftrong enough to land him. °Tis where I chanced to 
fay, that ‘‘ he hath given here the magiftrate fo infinite a 
‘¢ power, that it is extended to impotency, as a ftreight line 
‘¢ continued grows acircle.”” Here indeed, I am hard put 
to it; and I begin too late to be fenfible of my rafhnefs in 
provoking fo terrible an adverfary. But in good earneft I 
thought it enough when I wrote it, that in any {mall feg- 
ment of a great circle the curvature is not perceptible, but 
rectifies more by how much the figure is extended. And at 
the fame time I refle@ed, that if mine author fhould carp at 
it (for I forefaw very well all the way where he would take 
hold, and where he would as foon eat his fingers) I would 
refer him, as being an ecclefiaftical mathematician, to Cardi- 
nal Cufanus his treatife De Doéta Iguorantia, p. 10, c. xiv. 
where he might fee in the diagram, quod infinita linea fit 
triangulus, and p. 11, c. xv. guod ille triangulus fit circulus. 
But if this will not fatisfie him, let him try conclufions with 
his own girdle, which circum{cribes fomething that is in- 
finite. : 


And no lefs confiderable is that which he undertakes 
“to maintain that all figures are hoopable ;” and I, on the 


contrary 
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contrary will defend, that if he can make that good, he 
hath found out the circle of the quadrature. 


From hence he runs out into plays, defigning, as he 
told us his friend did of the ‘Friendly Debate, * to fet off 
“‘ his reafonings with a comical humour and pleafantnefs.” 
I muft here acknowledge the defect of my reading. For 
Du Foy I have not heard of, and it might better have be- | 
come him to have quoted, inftead of the Conqueft, the 
Archbifhop of Granada. But for what he recites out of 
the Rehearfal and the Kings of Branford, I underftand it 
better; and feeing he is pleafed to alter the fcene, I fhall 
joyn with him, and try whether the humour of Bayes be 
fo worn out that it may not give the auditory a fecond day’s 
diverfion. For indeed, ’tis too ceremonious and tirefome 
to repeat fo often upon all occafions the author of the Eccle- 
fiaftical Politie, and though I bear him great refpect, yet 
I had rather of the two offend him than my readers. He 
does indeed complain of it fomething pathetically that I 
fhould have fixed that name upon him, and in good earneft, 
could I have yet in all this while invented any name more 
confonant and agreeable to his character, I would have 
changed for it. Neither did I at firft make ufe of the 
Rehearfal fo much in order to make merry with him, as 
for a more publick and ferious advantage. For having ob- 

Vou. II. S s ferved 
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ferved that he and others of his coat did, for want either of 
reading, wit, or piety, as oft as they would be facetious, 
make bold with the Scripture ; thinking too, perhaps, that 
being fo long acquainted, they might be more familiar with 
it; I had a mind to fhow them by this example, that there 
was not fo much need of prophanenefs to be ridiculous, or 
. to take the Sacred Writings in vain; but that if they did but 
take up at adventure any book that was commonly read, known 
or approved of, they had the fame and better opportunity 
than out of the Bible, to gather thence variety, allufion, 
and matter fufficient to make the people merry : and I hope 
I have attained my end in fome meafure. But befide this, 
IT have now one reafon more, and his own authority, 
to treat him under this title, he having been fince fo far in 
love with the name, as even to fend to Colchefter to pro- 
cure him as much Bayes as would ferve for a facing *. One 
thing, indeed, he objects with fome fading colour, that there 
is an errour in chronology, the play of the Rehearfal not 
having been made publick till after his firft book came out, 
which yet is fomething excufable, feeing it was publifhed 
before his fecond or third, and, to be fure, however, before 
mine. But you know, Mr. Bayes, that you wanted not the 
opportunity to fee it long before it was printed; and that 
comedy, as all judicious and lafting things ought, was long 
confidered of ere it was thought fit to come abroad. Had 

4 | you 
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you followed the fame example, and not divulged and pro- 
mulgated your * Preface to Bifhop Bramhall, as you confefs 
“¢ before your thoughts were cool enough, or could poffibly 
“be fo, to review or correct the indecencies either of its 
‘¢ ftile or contrivance;” had you * but had either leifure or 
‘¢ patience to examine it,” all this labour might have been 
{pared betwixt you and me; and J, for mine own part, 
_fhould never have ‘tired either yourfelf or the reader.” 
But that I may be quit with you for fo weighty an emendazio 
temporum; have you not obferved that your Hicringill, or 
Gregory, though not publifhed till after your Reproof, fore- 
tells of it neverthelefs, threatening what a vengeance book 
was impending over me? +‘ That I muft fhortly be difci- 
‘< plined by another hand; advifing me to fay my prayers, 
‘<¢ and tremble at the rod that was coming upon me, except 
* IT thought it the wifeft way to fave the hangman a labour.” 
It is a title fo honourable that I fhould fcarce have adven- 
tured to give it him; but feeing he thinks fit to affume it, 
you may fhift and divide it as you can betwixt you. This 
was, I confefs, the moft authentick way of prophecy ima- 
ginable, it being fulfilled beforehand, but the worft piece of 
chronology that ever I heard of. Indeed, Mr. Bayes, it ap- 
pears to me very evident, that as I told you before, this 
Hicringill was your own book, and it was licenfed too by 
yourfelf, as certainly as Baxter baptized in‘blood. The — 
Ss 2 {trains 
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{trains and refearches are all along exactly the fame with 
thofe of the Reproof. Read but for example in the very 
fame page, * in anfwer to what I fay of the King of Poland’s 
being obliged to wear that countrey habit, + “ For which 
“ unfufferable affront to his Majefties our gracious foveraign 
‘¢ his crown and dignity, hereditary and not elective, and at 
‘¢ the good will either of people or parliament, I leave him 
‘6 to be chaftized for this bold intrenchment and invafion of 
‘* our King’s prerogative and title to his crown.” Then read 
your Reproof. ft ‘ This is an impudent intrenchment 
‘© upon his Majefties crown and prerogative; for the Polifh 
«¢ kingdom being hereditary and not elective, the parliament 
‘* deals with their Kings as, &c. Friend, by your politick 
_ © le&ures you indanger your head, &c.’’ Was there ever 
_fuch a double pick-lock of the law, to find out fuch a dan- 
gerous inuendo? But thus thofe twin-books fympathize all 
thorow, although the Reproof was brought forth a confi- 
derable time before the other. Only, Mr. Bayes, as when 
in the Rehearfal you once refolved that for your ‘ firft Pro- 
‘« Jogue you would come out in a long black veil, with an 
“huge hangman behind you with a furred cap, and his 
“ {word drawn || 5°’ you could not for a long time determine 
whether the § Reproof or Hicringill fhould be ‘ the Pro- 
‘‘ logue for the Epilogue, or the Epilogue for the Prologue;”’ 
: | whether 
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whether your firft or your feeond felf fhould come foremoft. 
But having feveral things in your two books, fome fit as you. 
thought to be faidin anothers perfon, and others in your 
own, you ftood a great while thumming the bufk of your 
comfortable importance, whether, to divine ‘which of. 
thefe two fhould firft be hatched, and which leg fhould go 
firft *.”?> And. from this irrefolution and controverfie arofe - . 
this moft grofs. and: yet moft fubtil errour in your chrono- 
logy, which would require another Scaliger to reform ite. 
The cafe is.parallel, and you were even fo puzzled betwixt: 
thofe two books, as you were at Canterbury betwixt your- 
two capacities, how you fhould take place not only of others,, : 
but even of yourfelf; whether as you were archdeacon, or. 
as you were youngeft prebend: and, though an alternative 
had been more advifable, you determined that in all’ enter-. 
views with yourfelf (which are not fo frequent except in your 
looking glafs) and in all publick folemnities among others, 
the arch-deacon fhould: both in place and time have the. 
precedence. | 


Having I hope thus far done you right in matter of chro- 
nology, I fhall endeavour no lefs to fatisfie you in point of 
comedy, and your politick argument concerning the danger. 
of a diftin@ jurifdiction in civil affairs, and thofe of con- 
{cience which you very weightily fetch from. the two kings. 
of Branford. And therefore be pleafed to accept as ferious. 


ce a reply. 
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a reply from the fame author: ‘ To conclude, Sir, the place 
‘*¢ you fill has more than amply exacted the talents of a wary. 
*«¢ pilot, and all thefe threatening ftorms, which like im- 
‘¢ pregnant clouds do hover over our heads (when they 
“once are grafped but by the eye of reafon} melt into 
“ fruitful fhowres of bleflings on the people *”. Or if you 
have fomething to objeé againft this, take your anfwer from. 
the kings themfelves at their reftauration. ‘‘ Now mortals 
‘6 that hear how we tilt and career, with wonder will fear 
‘‘ the event of fuch things as fhall never appear +." For 
no lefs caufelefs are the apprehenfions which you raife up, 
Mr. Bayes, concerning confciencious people under an equal 
government. 


I cannot now but take fome notice of another argument, 
your threatning me here and in feveral other places with the 
Jofs of my ears t, which however are yet in good plight, and 
apprehend no other danger, Mr. Bayes, but to be of your 
auditory. But it is no lefs than you have projected againft 
all the Nonconformifts, to the great prejudice of the na- 
tion, in wafting fo unfeafonably fo much good timber to 
make whipping pofts for them and pillories. This hath 
been a confiderable part indeed of the Ecclefiaftical Politie, 
and doubtlefs a moft effe€tual means ‘of converfion, and 
bringing men over to the church of England. I cannot 
tell where you have learnt it, unlefs from the wifdom and 


. } . piety 
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piety of the Tartars, in the year 1240 *. Though they left 
upon every man’s head onc ear ftanding, yet filled no lefs 
than nine huge facks with the ears that they cut off of the 
Chriftians. But there is no peril as far as I perceive to ei- 
ther of us; ‘for my ears, Mr, Bayes, donot fo much as glow 
for all your talking of them, and I will fecure yours at 
leaft upon one account; for you are fo far from running 
away like + Evagrius for fear of a bifhoprick, that much 
lefs will you like Ammonius cut off one of your own ears 


to render yourfelf uncapable of that office. 


There follows one thing more which I know is perfonally 
intended to me, but you have couched it fo darkly, that at: 
firft I could myfelf {carce underftand it. You tell of an.an-- 
tique medal, 


- *£ On the reverfe en an was gtaved. 
‘© Th’ alliance betwixt Chrift and David f. 


And-defire me to tell you. in what emperor’s time it was: 
coyned. Why, it was as I remember in the year 1650,, 
and of the government of the people of England precedent. 
and prefent the fame, But if you would hereby infinuate 
- any thing either concerning myfelf or my father, I fhall once. 
for all unriddle in two or three lines the mifterie of this. 
your quotation, becaufe otherwife fuch nodding reflexions. 
imprefs the reader more effe@ually than your more brifk. 


and: 
* Del Rio, p. 144. + Socrates, 1 4c. 18 + Reproof, p. 27. 


320 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED: | 


and laboured calumnies which at other times you word more 
plainly and vent more openly againft us. This therefore is 


a preater errour in chronology than your former; for as 


to myfelf I never had any, not the remoteft relation to 
publick matters, nor corref{pondence with the perfons then 
predominant, until the year 1657, when indeed I entered 
into an imployment, for which I was not altogether impro- 


per, and which I confidered to be the moft innocent and | 


inoffenfive toward his Majefties affairs of any in that ufurp- 
ed and irregular government, to which all men were then 
expofed. And this I accordingly difcharged without difo- 
bliging any one perfon, there having been opportunity and 
endeavours, fince his Majefties happy return, to have difco- 
vered had it been otherwife. But as to my father, he dyed 
‘before ever the war broke out, having lived with fome mea- 
{ure of reputation, both for piety and learning; and he 
was moreover a conformift to the eftablifhed rites of the 
Church of England, though I confefs none of the moft 
over-running or eager in them. Idefire you, Mr. Bayes, 
to make my excufe to the readers for having troubled them 
fo far with my private affairs, by your occafion. But whe- 
ther they will fo eafily admit my excufe for you, I know 
not, you having by the fervility of your performances 
fince manifefted, that, had you then been of age fufficient, 
you would not have declined a more homely imployment, 
which as you may read in Philip de Comines,another Oliver, 
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a barber, difcharged under. Lewis the Eleventh. For the | 
reft as to the diftich you have here quoted, whofoever was 
its author, it might better have become your divinity to 
have fuppreft fo profane an allufion ; but that, as I have 
told you before, and fhall often have occafion, you have 
a fingular {nickering after Scripture drollery. It may feem 
to fome by the manner of your expreflion as if you had a 
mind to afcribe it to me: but I refign all my intereft in it 
to you, and moft men that are converfant about town know 
very well who was the author, who dyed fome years fince : 
and it may concern you, for fome reafons ‘not out of re- 
fpect ‘to be named, to take heed that you come not to re- 
femble him in two of his capacities. - 


There remain ftill behind fome figures of brafs which 
you beftow upon me, as Coloffus of brafs, in requital to 
which I can only return you colofferos. Brafs upon brafs is 
falfe heraldry: but falt upon falt is not. Brazen brow, 
Out-brazen, Brafs-copper, and I know not how many 
more of the fame metal and ftatuary. I cannot poffibly 
learn or imagine where you have improved your talent to 
fuch proficience, unlefs perhaps you have praétifed with a 
modern divine who is faid to have appeared not many years 
ago, and preached in the copper mines of Sweden. And 
indeed fuch is your performance here all along, and much 
more hereafter when you treat concerning the moft facred 
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arguments, that I fufpeé it is not all yout own; but 
(though I fhall not therefore call you a /candalous plagiary) 
that you have attracted by force of phantafy fome extraor- 
dinary fpirit to your afliftance. As Cicero faid on another 
occafion, 


——Multa quidem ipfe, 
Multa fed Deamon tibi fuggerit. 


So that I hope the readers will in fo unequal a conteft af 
fift me alfo, at leaft with their good wifhes, and fhould I be 
worfted in fuch difcourfe or rather abfolutely decline it, that 
yet they will not think the worfe of me. Had he but 
wrote like a man only, I might poffibly have anfwered him; 
but where there appears fomething more than humane in 
the bufinefs, I may well be excufed. 


But though in his railing he is more than man, he hath 
as moderate and reafonable a reafoning as other mortals : 
and that being therefore more proportionable to my weak- 
nefs, I fhall deal with as foon as I can find it; for it hath 
that advantage, that it is for the moft part invifible. But 
in the mean time I fhall, to fhow him how juftly I might 
have declined all this trouble, quote him two authors, the 
one civil, the other ecclefiaftical, fo nearly related to himfelf 
and this controverfie, that till he has anfweredthem, I ac- 
count myfelf under no obligation. The firft his fellow 
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chaplain Doctor Tomkins, who in the laft a@ at Oxford, 
the queftion being, da fumme poteftates civiles gaudeant 
poteftate clavium, heldit in the negative, and being urged 
with all the teftimonies and arguments to the contrary out 
of the Ecclefiaftical Politic, the profeffor was fain to help 
him out at a dead lift, difavowing his authority in the 
face of the whole country and univerfity in plain terms : 
non famus hujus authoritati. Now where twa perfons fo 
eminent and equal in learning ; the two fay-mafters of or- 
thodoxy, and of whom all theolegy muft afk licenfe, are 
of {o contrary opinien in the very fundamentals of Eccle- 
fiaftical government, is it not time to have a general vaca- 
tion, and that all private pracefs fhould be refpited till fo. 
dangerous a divifion betwixt the two pins of the church of 
England, be again cemented? The other is the fuppofed fa- 
ther of the author of the Ecclefiaftical Politie (for as long 
as his book is namelefs, I can always {peak of him only at 
random) in that tract before mentioned, ‘* The government 
‘Sof the people of England precedent and prefent the 
“fame.” It was writ to {pirit men to fubfcribe to the in- 
gagement ‘* to be true and faithful to the commonwealth as 
“¢ then eftablifhed without a king or the houfe of lords :” 
and there he afferts that, populus fuo magifiratu prior eff 
tempore, natura 8S dignitate: guia populus magiftratum 
conftituit, S&S quia populus fine magifiratu effe poteft, fed magi- 
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fratus fine populo non poteft effe. Al{o out of another claf- 


fical author, windicie contra tyrannos, heafirms: Reges funt 
a populo, & funt conftituti caufa populi. More he undertakes 
to prove that the kings of England had no negative voice 
“rightfully and by law, but that it was contrary to the law 
and their oath at coronation. And then a fortiori, that 
the lords neither can have any negative upon the people. 
‘That ats of parliament may pafs and be valid. without con- 
fent of the lords fpiritual : and many other paffages of an 
higher nature, if higher could be, which I cite not, left 
the very reading of them fhould prejudice the publick, 
‘that book being the very quinteffence of a fub-committee- 
man turned fergeant at law, and of the high court of juf- 
tice. It befitted our author to have wafhed off the blood 
from his own threfhold before he had accufed others : 
and no man is ingaged to anfwer his neceflary, univer- 
fal, uncontroulable, unappealable, indifpenfable, unlimi- 
ted, abfolute magiftrate, as long as his own father ftands 
upon record againft him, and he ‘“ {pends not fo much as 
‘¢ one quibble in his confutation.”” Neverthelefs I will fu- 
pererogate and ufe all the means. poflible to find fome 
more cleanly {pot in him: though indeed he does all over 
fo wallow and coat himfelf in dirt, that he is almoft im- 
penetrable, and, unlefs his fkin were flead off like Baxter's, 
there is no touching him without pollution. 


He 
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He expoftulates with me for ‘‘ perverting the whole de- 

‘¢ fion of his book *.”” What, do I know the defigns that are 
managed betwixt him and his book when they are together 
in private ? But when any difcourfe is made publick, it muft 
abide the common interpretation: and fit Aber reus, teftis & 
judex. You know very well that, though-no man ever 
{poke more perfpicuoufly and fully than Calvin concerning 
_ the obedience due to magiftrates, yet for one particular paf= 
fage, de privatis hominibus femper loquor, nam fi qui nunc 
fint populares magiftratus, &c. he is upon all occafions dreffed 
up by yourfelf and others of your make as the bugbear of 
princes +. Therefore, Mr. Bayes, you fhould have done 
well to admonifh your book, if it would needs be treating 
of government, yet by his example to have learnt difcretion, 
and to weigh every word; for you cannot imagine what 
hurt a filly well-meaning book may do in the world far 
from its intention: but if it have on the contrary a feloni- 
ous intention, and not having the fear of God before its 
eyes, as I doubt yours has not, you know then that it may 
do more mifchief than you can ever make amends for. And 
this is all the matter depending betwixt your book and me; 
. for ought I can perceive by you. The conteft is rather of. 
- the truth of fa@, than the truth of opinion; and a difpute 
rather of the eye than the underftanding. Your book hath 
faid fo and fo concerning the magiftrate, as you have feen in. 
| | a sa 

* Reproof, p.17, and p. 30. + Idem, p. 381. 
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my former quotations. And now you come, and would bear 
me down with more than ordinary confidence that your 
book faid no fuch thing, or elfe you underftand its fenfe 
better than itfelf. Therefore pray let us fee, Mr. Bayes, 
what you have to alledge: but in the mean time what have 
my readers and I to do but to pity one another? I muft 
quote all over again, and they read it all, and you will af- 
firm and deny, deny and affirm, without any regard to 
truth or honefty; and yet all this and more we muft indure 
out of love to juftice. But I hope at leaft, Mr. Bayes, that. 
if I do convince you that the quotations are right on my 
part, you will be fo ingenuous as to put me upon no further 
trouble, but confefs your book mifunderftood you, and was 
in an errour. For if there be no fault in the matter, why 


fhould you deny it? 


* You fay, that what you affirmed of the magiftrate’s 
authority to take upon him the exercife of the priefthood, 
was only + ‘* as things {tood in the bare ftate of nature :” 
-and, though you faid the magiftrate’s power was antecedent 
to Chrift, ‘* yet its continuance depends meerly upon his 
‘“‘ confirmation, in that” (very politically faid) ‘* whatever 
‘¢ prince does not reverfe a former grant, confirms it f.” 
Let us fee how it is poffible that thefe fhould either be your 
words or meaning. ‘* The prieftly and the royal office in 

“¢ the 
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‘ the firft ages of the world, and for well nigh 2500 years, 
‘“‘ defcended together and upon the famine perfon.” Then 
“this” fame ‘* power, becaufe it muft be feated fome- 
‘‘ where, can only properly belong to him in whom the 
‘¢ fupteam power refides.” Then: ‘ For healone having 
‘¢ authority to affign to every fubject his ptoper function, 
‘¢ and among others this of the priefthood, as he may trans- 
‘¢ fer the exercife thereof to another, fo may he, if he pleafe, 
‘¢ referve it to himfelf.”’ And therefore ‘ this the wifdom 
‘“Cof the elder ages always praétifed.” Can there be any 
thing more plain under heaven, than that you diftinguifh 
the elder times againft thefe, and having done fo, then affert 
that what was conftant in thofe former times remains ftill 
the fame, and that of neceflity? But goon: ‘ this” fame 
© power was firmly eftablifhed in the world by the unaltera- 
 & ble dictates of watural reafon and univerfal practice and 
‘confent of nations.” And then: * “ though in the 
‘© Jewifh commonwealth, for peculiar reafons of ftate, the 
‘¢ two offices of king and prieft were feparated, yet the power 
‘© of the prieft remained fubje@ to the other +.” But this 
was only a prefent interruption. For then: ‘ our Saviour 
‘Cat his birth came not to diminifh the xatural rights of 
‘¢ princes,” fo that all of them (for the Jewifh common- 
wealth was already diflolved by the Roman power, and by 
his coming) were reinftated certainly in the royal and 

prieftly 
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prieftly office as before, * ‘* for he came not to fet up any 
“new models of polity.” But however, ‘ when Chrifti- 
‘¢ anity had prevailed long after to be the imperial religion, 
“© then its government began to refettle where + nature had 
‘¢ placed it:” nay, fo far it went that ‘* therefore the Divine 
‘© Providence did begin to withdraw the miraculous power 
‘of the church }” (and you can tell us why too here, though 
the Jewifh reafons of ftate, for fome peculiar reafon, you 
thought fit fhould be private ;) “ for the neceflity ceafed, 
“¢ the power of miracles being now as well fupplyed by the 
‘© natural and ordinary power of the prince ||.” And then 
came the Pope, as you told us before; and then came 
the Reformation, which was almoft as bad it feems. For 
< though it wrought wonderful alterations in the Chriftian 
“world, yet it has not been able” (but you it feems have 
been able) “to refettle princes in their full and zatural 
‘¢ rights in reference to the concerns of -religion §.”" Now, 
Mr. Bayes, what is become of your excufe, that you “ af- 
‘“‘ firmed this power in the bare ftate of nature **, but not 
‘under the guidance of revelation, nor indifferently to all 
‘© ages and periods of the church, under whatfoever pofitive 
‘¢ Jaws and different inftitutions ?”” whereas your whole bufi- 
nefs has been to prove that princes and mankind are herein 
{till under the bare ftate of nature, though your book perhaps 

did 
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did not intend it. But pray therefore reprove your book ; 
‘‘ reprove even your Reproof; and if that will not ferve, 
‘‘ take it under correction ;” but if it prove incorrigible, 
I know not what courfe I fhould advife you to take with fuch 
arafcal. For it hath faid befide, ‘* To what purpofe fhould 
«« Chrift grant princes a new commiffion, when this power 
© was already fo firmly eftablifhed in the world by the unal- 
‘ terable diate of natural reafon, &c.”’ And this perhaps, 
out of your natural indulgence to your own book, you took 
no notice of. But by this means what becomes of that 
confirmation of * Chrift’s which. you fpeak of? For, as 
your book argues very ftrongly, it muft have been either am 
ufurpation or impertinent. And whereas you fay, ‘‘ that 
‘‘ though the magiftrates were vefted with an ancient and 
‘¢ antecedent right, yet its continuance, ever fince our 
*¢ Saviour commenced his empire, depends meerly upon 
‘¢ his confirmation, in that whatfoever prince does not 
“‘reverfe a former grant, confirms it;’ howfoever the 
truth prove to be in fad, yet it is not much obliged 
to your argument. For that ‘* who does not reverfe a 
“former grant, confirms it,” fuppofes that the power. of 
nature was equal, if not fuperior, to that of our Saviour. 
For where a new and fuperior power is introduced, all former 
grants are null, unlefs they be exprefsly confirmed. And 
fo, if the power of Chrift were fuperior to that of nature, 

Vo, II. Uu and 
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and he hath not pofitively confirmed that authority of the 
civil magiftrate, it is abfolutely extinguifhed, and the ma- 
| giftrate hath no power at all left him, but runs into a pre- 
smunire by exercifing it. Befide, you call the original of the 
mapiftrate’s authority, the ‘unalterable dictate of naturab 
‘“ reafon:”” fo Chrift’s confirmation could have fignifyed 
nothing. For what is unalterable is unconfirmable; and 
yet this too was in the ftate of depraved nature. Never- 
thelefs fuch is your inconfiftence, that you own our * Savi- 
eur’s authority to be fuperior. And it befitted you fo to 
do; for, if you will believe him, ‘¢ all power was giver 
«¢ him in heaven and earth.” And he did not confirm it,. 
and therefore he did confirm it. For ‘ the Scripture,”’ you 
fay, “ rather fuppofes than-afferts it,” and: ‘every prince 
‘“ not reverfing-a former grant, confirms it.” This is your 
argument. Nay, but further, if you read p. 40, there is 
a folemn renunciation, as full as could be drawn up by coun- 
fel, of any power of Chriftin the whole matter. + ‘ We 
“ derive not therefore the magiftrate’s ecelefiaftieal jurifdie- 
— tion from any grant of our Saviour’s; but from an antece= 
‘¢ dent right wherewith all fovereign power was indued be- 
“¢ fore ever he was born into the world.” Here is an engage- 
_ ment with a witnefs, beyond that of 1650. Father’s nowm 
fon. And: ‘ will you be true and faithful to the govern— 
«“ ment eftablifhed, without Chrift, &c.?’ And is the 

- Reproof 

* Eccl. Pol. p. 34 $F Idem. p. 40, 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED, 331 
Reproof then writ to prove ‘ that the government of Eng- 
‘‘ land precedent to Chrift and prefent, is the fame ?” and, 

ad fubfcribentes confirmandum, dubitantes infurmandum, op- 

ponentes convincendum ? For in this I fuppofe ‘twas not your 
book’s fault only,. but you and it were both of the fame. 

opinion ; which is the reafon that you fay, ‘* We derive it 
“ not :”’ that is fare you and your book. For if you meant. 

it otherwife, you fhould have done well to fhew your pleni-. 

potence from all thofe that authorized you. However, me- 
thinks, betwixt you and your book, you might have had more 
wit than to have excluded any grant of our Saviour’s, whatfo- 
ever, unlefs (as indeed you treat him like other princes and 
crowned heads, only allowing him a power fomething lefs than 
to others, and more moderate) you confine his everlaftingking- 
dom to the day of his birth, and date his. dominion that is 
infinite from anno Domini & anno regni nojiri primo. And 
now after all this, I leave it to the moft candid or feverett 
reader to judge, whether for one in your cafe to afhrm “ that 
‘you fpoke of the magiftrate’s exercifing the priefthood in 
** his own perfon, only in the bare ftate of nature ;” and 
“¢ that you did not make the magiftrate’s power independent 
*¢ herein from Chrift ;” be not a flat contradition to your- 
felf, and fo outfacing to all ingenuity, that hadyou not firft 
wathed your face in Stygian water, it were impofflible for 
you to perfift without blufhing. And what detriment the 
church.of England might fuffer upon this occafion, I leave 
- u 2 if 
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it to themfelves to confider. But I perceive fome are wifer 
than fome ; and, though you were fo forward as to under- 
take this fide of the argument, yet it was fo ordered betwixt 
you, or fomewhere elfe, that Dr. Tomkins fhould defend 
the contrary. For the church of England is fo intelligent, 
as not to truft all in one Doétor’s bottom: but knows that 
it is good having two ftrings to the ecclefiaftical bow, that 
if one break, the other may hold. 


Neither, confidering what you have thrown out upon this 
occafion, was it at all improperly faid by me, that if the 
_ King might exercife the priefthood in his own perfon, ‘it was 
all the reafon of the world that he fhould too afflume the 
revenue *. This, though it were the only paffage in my 
whole book that could poffibly be perverted to an ill fenfe 
in this matter, is by you and the reft of your Scaramuccios 
invidioufly applyed, and aggravated both here and in many 
other places at large, as if it had been ferioufly intended by 
me for his Majefties affuming the church revenue: Whereas 
it appears to have been meant quite contrary, and only to 
reprefent your malice in defaming the government, or thofe 
perfons eminently inftrumental under his Majefty both in 
church and ftate, asif there were fome fuch counfel or de- 
fign on foot; and to fhow you how ridiculous your fear 
was (if it were not counterfeit) of any fuch matter, and 
to fright you fomething the more with your own argument. 


, For 
* Reproof, p. 22. 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 333 


For indeed though you accufe me as if I put his Majefty in 
mind to violate his coronation oath * for prefcrving the 
rights of the church, it was all that I faid only to put you 
in mind, that, if the magiftrate may exercife the priefthood 
in his own perfon, any fuch coronation oath was in itfelf 
invalid ; as being contrary to the unalterable diGtates of na-_ 
tural reafon ; and that, if he did exercife the priefthood 
himifelf, he was by that oath perjured, unlefs he himfelf 
alfo afflumed the revenue. For though you are pleafant, and 
fay that by the fame reafon he may as well, becaufe he is 
the fupream civil magiftrate, affume the revenues of the 
laity ; the argument holds not; for as much as the eccle- 
fiaftical maintenance is annexed to the function, and, this 
being extinguifhed, that devolves naturally upon the king ; 
or, the king exercifing the function himfelf, the revenue 
is fo much the more due to him and fuch other lay perfons 
as he fhall depute under him inftead of the clergy. But 
this being a thing fo diffonant to mine own and other mens 
ordinary conceptions, (though I fhall fhow you ina fitter 
place here-after why you ought ftill to continue in the fame 
opinion) I left you to be refponfible for your own confequen- 
ces: for that you may underftand, Mr. Bayes, that I am 
none of thofe that, were I in capacity, could give any 
fo pernicious advice, I tell you and defire you henceforward. | 
to take notice of it; that Iam fofar from thinking envi- 
2 | : | oufly 


* Reproof, p. 24. 


334 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


oufly of the revenue of the church of England, that 
(though I will not asyou do call that facrilege which makes 
up the eftates of fo many of the nobility and gentry of | 
England, and of which the church too hath its part, if it 
be facrilege,) that I think in my confcience it is all but 
too little, and wifh with all my heart that there could be 
fome way found out to augment it. But in the mean time, 
to tell you my heart (for what needs diflembling among 
friends?) Iam inclinable to think, as the revenue now 
ftands, there is fometimes an errour in the diftribution. 
And for example, I think it is a fhame that fuch an one as 
you fhould for writing of political, flattering, perfecuting, 
{candalous books, be recompenfed with more preferment, 
than would comfortably maintain ten godly orthodox and 
conformable minifters, who take care of the peoples fouls: 
committed to their charge and refide among them. Whereas. 
you, as being too great for your facred employment, muft 
be exercifing it by your {piritual deputy or deputies, and | 
one of them fo notorious, that, though married, it was — 
his ufual practice, under pretence of ftudying late at night — 
for his fermons, to lye with his maid Mary Parker before | 
mentioned, and inftead of inftruéting your parifh in the 
*¢ fruits of the Spirit,” he gave them an example of the. 
“* works of the flefh,” which are thefe, ‘adultery, for- 
“¢ nication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, &c. *,”’ fo far indeed 
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excufable, if, as it is faid, after he had finifhed the work, 


he attempted to adminifter fomething to undoe it again, and 
make the fruit abortive. You in the mean time, as if 
you were an exempt of the clergy, and as parfon can 
tran{mit over the cure of fouls to your curate, faunter about 
city and countrey whither your gilt coach and extravagance 
will carry you, ftarving your people and pampering your 
horfes, fo that a poor man cannot approach their heels. 
without dying for it. I {peak not of ftale anachronifmes, but.. 
of things that really happened all fince the writing of your 
Reproof, and which deferve one better. For what reafon 
can you alledge why you fhould gluttonize and devour as 
much as would honeftly fuflice fo many of your brethren 
that take pains in the word, Tike the great eater of Kent, 
when you are either fo unable or fo dull and lazy that you 
do not one man’s labour? This isthe great bane and f{can- 
dal of the church, that fuch livings as more immediately 
belong to it fhould be the worft fupplyed, and that you and 
fome few ingroffers like you fhould reprefent yourfelves by 
fo ignorant and vicious curates, men not fit to be mentioned’ 
in the fame colleét, and upon whom indeed the {pirit of 
grace cannot defcend but by miracle; and while things are 
no better ordered, it is not ftrange at all if nonconformity 
take root and fpread further among confciencious perfons, 
nor that the revenue of the church, though in itfelf too flen- 
der, fhould neverthelefs appear too great and envious by 

| the 
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the manner of diftribution. This is more than I fhould have 
faid, had not you by your unfeafonable difcourfes drawn it 
out of me, but however is intended principally to yourfelf ; 
though as long as the church fhall not think fit to reprefs 
fuch writers, it is unavoidable but that fome faults already 
too vifible fhould be mentioned. 


But to proceed: you fay, that I have upbraided you, 
‘¢ with afcribing an infinite jurisdiction to princes without 
<< any regard tothe divine laws *, and that you give an ec- 
“¢ clefiaftical authority to the civil magiftrate abfolutely 
‘¢ paramount to any other jurisdiction; whereas you meant 
‘“‘it, you fay, only in defiance to the claim of any other 
‘humane power +. What fhall I anfwer in this cafe ? 
Will you not remember that you fay your ‘‘ power of the 
‘‘ prinee is antecedent to Chrift ; that it was eftablifhed 
“ fuch by the unalterable dictates of natural reafon; that 
“¢ God of neceflity muft have given them fuch power?” If 


it be antecedent to Chrift, how is it accountable to him ? 


If eftablifhed by natural reafon, does it not refult only 
from man as a loofe and free agent however produced, and 
| though from the veficles of the earth yet acting by nature ? 
and if God of neceflity muft give the magiftrate this power, 
do you not make God accountable rather to him; and may 
not the magiftrate bring his action againft the Deity de fo- 
teftate imminuta, or accufe him le/e majeftatis? So that 


| hereby 
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hereby the fur of your doGrine:appears to be . (if without 
offence I may name it). that. your pricftly and uncontroy- 
lable power of the civil, magiftrate is antecedent tp Chrift, 
contemporary to the world, nay at leaft ¢o-eternal, if not 
pre-eternal, to God himfelf. And this is the more ftrongly 
confirmed by your afferting, which I told you of, that the 
‘¢ magiftrate hath power to bind his fubjects to that religion 
“that he apprehends moft advantageous to publick peace 
<0 and tranquillity + :” So that he may if he chufe his religion 
ebule his God téo, unte whofe jurisdiction he will be ac- 
‘countable, and: ‘if he begin to think as you fay he does, 
a° that Chriftianity is. an enemy to government,” he may 
make ufe of paganifm. But: ftill you clamour ‘that when 
46 you aflerted the | foveraign power to be abfolute and un- 
© controulable, *twas not to be underftood fo in regard to | 
‘6 God.” (Why then, pray do not brave it and juftifie your- 
felf at this rate, but make your fubmiffion humbly, and 
acknowledge your offence as an honeft man fhould do.) And 
that, “t when you {aid it was abfolute and unlimited, no man, 
5 unlefs he would give his mind to mifunderftanding, could 
+6 underftand it in any ether fenfe, than that it was not confined . 
$$ to mattets purely eivit, but: extended its jurisdi@ion to mat- 
* ters of Ecclefiaftical importance, (that is the word it feems 
in all fenfes, comfortable, clofe, ecclefiaftical) upon which 
“account alone you determined it to be abfolute, univerfal 
“¢ and. urcentroulable.” Why I perceive you did not, or would 
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not obferve what I had all the while been’ driving at, and of 
what I was all along jealous ; that the thing would not end 
there; but that, as you had given to certain‘'ufes, and for 
certain valuable confiderations, an ‘univerfal and abfolute 
power to the prince in ecclefiafticals, fo you would, if it 
were but out of aren. beftow the fame he a ae in 
civils. 


But you fay: ‘ * there was never a man. of. fach. im- 
‘© modefty in the world: to charge you. with thefe things, 
‘© whereas you know no writer ancient or.modern that hath 
‘© {9 vehemently and induftrioufly afferted. the contrary, 
‘¢ {pending two whole chapters in your firft book, to prove, : 
“that the opinion of the unlimited. humane authority was 
“no lefs than rank atheifm and blafphemy, and fybverts 
“< the power of all government, and fafety of all focieties.” 
Aya very good man are you: hold you there, But I hinted 
to you once before, Mr. Bayes, that this writing forfooth 
againft atheifm from the farft hath ftood you in very good 
{tead, and under pretence of confuting Mr. Hobbs (who I 
believe could explain himfelf as innocently ‘as you have 
done) you have ufhered in whatfoever principles men lay to 
his charge, only difguifed under another notion to make 
them more venerable. Nay, in good earneft, I do not 
fee but your Behemoth exceeds his Leviathan. fome foot 
long, in whatfoever ne faith of the power of the magif- 


trate 
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trate in matters’ of -teligion and civils; fave that you 
have levyed the ‘invifible powers to your afliftance, the 
better to fright men out-of their: wits, their. confciences 
and their proprieties. I have told you in my former book 


that I do really: believe, you are. no atheift, and however I 


now you have fo much wit as to keep it to yourfelf, though 
not perhaps to avoid fome opinions, which if followed 
home, might in due time lead to it. But to what purpofe 
is it, atheifm, or not atheifm, and what difference in the 
‘matter, if under ‘pretext of divinity an uncontroulable 
principle be infinuated and obtruded to the invafion of all 
the rights of ‘mankind and privileges of reafon: if an un- 
limited and abfolute power be challenged in things of ec- 
clefiaftical ‘as well as civil, and of civil as well as thofe of 
ecclefiaftical confideration ? and I think under one or “other 
of thefe all are comprehended. 


I have fomething a eroublefome. and unneceffary tafk 
herein, if I were to deal with a perfon of ordinary in- 


genuity > for his book is in print, and I have alfo in print - 


charged this upon him, and neverthelefs by this laft 
book he puts me again upon this double drudgery, to 
prove firft that he faid it, and afterwards to prove that 
che meant what'he faid. But, though I know this is only a 
piece of his art; hoping to tire out the auditory, not out 
of any belief of his own. innocence, yet a guilty perfon 
Xx2 | ought 
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eught not to be debarred from making the. belt of his own 
cafe, atid I hope the readers wil, by-his.tediong evafions 
and tergiverfations in a thing fo evident, be the-rather pro- 
voked to do him juftice. . Havihg -therefore faficichtly 
witneffed his words, I fhall now proceed to manifelt his int 
tention. And to that purpofe I. hall alledge one or two 
snaterial _— the firit i if his fis _— the Roclefiaftical 
Politie * 


| He faith, “ Tis tee to fabmit to the oe eT im- 

66 « pofitions of Nero and Caligula, than to hazard the dif- 
“¢ {olution of the ftate.”” What he means here by diffolu- 
tion of the ftate, he might have done well to have exprel- 
fed: but what the unreafonable impofitions are, cannot be 
underftood otherwife than either in matters of religion or of 
propriety, and how both thofe.emperors acquitted themfelves 
on thofe two accounts, appears in their hiftory. For as to 
‘Nero, befide his perfonal vices, which can foarce be intita- 
ted or paralleled but by Caligula, I wilt but facein@ly men- 
tion how he behaved himfelf to the publitk in the courfe of 
his government. if men bequeathed nothing to him by 
their laft wills and teftamrents in token of gratitude to the 
prince, he confifcated the whole eftate, and fined all law- 
ets whatfoever by whofe advice fuch wills had been drawn. 
- He decreed, that, though there were never but one infor- 
mer, it fhould fufice to convict men of treafon, either for 


words 
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words ot actions. Whenfoever he beftowed an office, he 
did it with thefe inftru@tions: “ You underftand what I 
*¢ have need of, and therefore bet us make it our bufinels, 
* that so man may have any thing which he can call his 
“own.” Befide fo many partitular inflances of favage 
cruelty, he defigned to cut off the heads of all the gover- 
nots of provinces. To poyfon the whole fenate at a din- 
net, To burn the city, and at the fame time to turn out 
wild beafts among the people to terrifie them ftom quench-_ 
ing the fire. A blazing ftar afpearing, he refolved to di- 
vert the otneh from his own head, by the maffacre of all 
the nobility, and the moft confiderable perfons in Rome. 
He did caufe the city of Rome to be fet on fire, and fo 
carelefly, that divers of his officers, being taken with fire 
and flax in their hands, and in the very act, yet were let go 
for fear of offending him, and fome houfes not being fo eafily 
burnt, he took care to have them beaten down with engines... 
And, though it was manifeft how it was defigned and aéted, 
he derived the crime of all this upon the innocent Chriftians. 
He facrilegioufly. took the donatives from the temples, and 
melted down the images of the.very tutelar gods of Rome 
to make money. He contemned all religions, and _parti- 
cularly is reckoned to have been the farft perfecutor of 
Chriftianity. He affirmed publickly, that ‘none of his 
‘© predeceffors had known their own power :” the very fame 
words in a manner, and {poke in the fame fenfe as thofe of 
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our author, that ‘‘ governors have not been throughly in- 
ftructed in the nature and extent of their power *:” and 
the other: ‘4 that no nation hath rightly underftood and 
duely managed government becaufe they have not chained 
6‘ their Nonconformifts to the oare, and condemned them 
‘¢ to the galleys.”” The conclufion of this tragedy is com- 
mon; how Nero was by the fenate proclaimed an enemy 
to the ftate, and fentenced to be punifhed after the ancient 
manner; that is, to be ftripped naked, and his head held 
up with a fork, till he were whipped unto death ; but 
this by another death he prevented. This is I fuppofe one, 
Mr. Bayes, of your uncontroulable magiftrates, thefe his 
unreafonable impofitions, and this your diffolution of the 
government; and you think it was better that this Nero 
had ftill reigned, than that Galba fhould have fucceeded. I 
would all of you that are of that mind had fuch governors. 
And thus much concerning Nero. 


But now as to Caligula and his impofitions. What dif- 
pofition he was of he manifefted by his “ wifhing that all 
*¢ the people of Rome had but one neck :” befide -that, 
he was ufed to ‘ lament the unhappinefs of his time, be- 
_  caufe it was not fignalized by any publick calamity ;” (as 
if there needed any other calamity but his government, 
and he himfelf had not abundantly fupplyed the defe@ of 
any other misfortune) ‘‘ whereas,” faid he, ‘ the reign of 


‘ Auguftus 
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“ Auguftus was felicitated by the defeat of Varus and his 
‘¢ legions, as Tiberius his was memorable for the fall of 
‘‘ the amphitheatre at Fidenez”’ (in the ruines of which twenty 
thoufand men perifhed) ‘* but my unfortunate profperity will 
‘¢ leave me in danger of being inglorious after death and for- 
“gotten.” But he took good and effectual care to the con- 
trary. He was often heard to fay, that he ‘ would cer- 
‘< tainly reduce things into fuch a condition, that the law- 
“ yers fhould not have any thing to fay or do, but what he 
“ thought juft and equitable:” and he was as good as his 
word. The things may be feen in particular in his hiftory : 
his whole reign having been a pamdect of rapine and tyranny, 
‘and his rule by which he proceeded, ‘that he might de 
‘¢ what he pleafed with whom he pleafed:”’ As to the ‘ fa- 
‘< cred rites and their prefidents,” take one inftance. The 
prieft being ready to offer a facrifice at the altar, he took 
upon himfelf, ‘* according to the unalterable didtates of na- 
‘tural reafon, to exercife the priefthood in perfon,” and 
having vefted himfelf as in the power, fo too-in the fa- 
cerdotal habit, he took up the mallet, and feigning to: 
knock the beaft down, in ftead thereof ftruck down the of- 
ficer who ftood by with the knife. Which fhould methinks. 
be a fufficient caution unto churchmen hereafter, how they 
truft the civil magiftrate with exercifing the tooles of the 
priefthood. But this is nothing in refpe& of what follows. 
He commanded that the ftatue of Jupiter Olympius among 
many: 
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many other fhould be brought over from Greeee, and their’ 
heads taken off to place his in the room of them. He 
feated himfelf often in the middle betwixt Caftor and Pol- 
lux to be adored by the people. He built a temple to him- 


- felf, and appointed priefts to hisown divinity: and even 


then there wanted not ambitious men, who by favour afpi- 
red to that office, or purchafed it by fimony, upon aay 
ecclefiaftical vacancy. The facrifices appointed for his own 
worfhip, were peacocks, pheafants, and all other the deli- 
ccateft fowl, and of greateft rarity. He took upon him 
the enfigns of all the gods: the lion fram Hercules, the 
caps from the Caftors, the ivy and thyrfis from Liber, 
the caduceus from Mercury, the fword, helmet and buckler 
from Mars, the crown, bow, arrows and graces from Apol- 
do. He made love to the Moon, and pretended to her im- 
braces. But more than this he commanded that his image 
fhould be fet up in the temple at Jerufalem, and that the 
temple fhould be dedicated only to him, and he there tq be 
worfhiped under the name of the New Jupiter. He cayied 
his ftatues moreover to be placed in the Jews fynagogues tp 
_ be there adored, infomuch, that the great, Gratiys dogs 
moft accurately deduce and expound the 2 Theffalonians, 
. ii, 3d and 4th verfes concerning him (though differing 
therein from other interpreters) and that St. Paul adventured 
to call him the ‘* fon of perdition, that is worthy to die in 
the moft miferable manner,” as he did afterwards, “ and 
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‘the adverfary that is the enemy of God:” and that 
‘his fitting as God in the temple of God was to be 
‘© meant of his command to erect his image there, though 
‘Sit were not effected, yet however feeing he did his 
“* beft to have it done.” And this, Mr. Bayes, is 
your other magiftrate, who ** underfteod it feems the na- 
‘Sture and extent of his power*;” and,,as you would ~ 
have princes do, ‘* made inflexible laws under the fevereft 
‘S penalties, and acted up roundly tothem +.” But when 
all people were weary.of him, one Caflius Cherea, a tri- 
bune of one of the pretorian cohorts, for many affronts 
received from him, and among others that of giving Pria- 
pus and Venus for the word, undertook his death, and {fo 
happened the diffolution of his government. Neverthelefs 
I fhall not decide here what fubmiflion was to be made ei- 
ther to Nero's or his impofitions; but only remember what 
your Doctor Heylin faid concerning King Edward the Sixth. 
“6 It fhall be left to the -readers judgement whether the king 
‘‘ was either better ftudyed in his ewn concernments, or 
_ * feemed to be worfe principled in matters which concerned 
“ the church f.”— And in another place, ‘* King Edward’s 
‘* death I cannot reckon for an infelicity to the church of 
‘“¢ England, he being ill principled in himfelf, and eafily in- 
‘¢ clined to embrace fuch counfells ||." Neither will you, I 
hope, affirm that the lofs of thefe two emperors was any 
Vout. I. Yy grievous. 


* Eccl,-Pol. p. 21. + Idem, p.271. $f Heylin, Ref. p. 132. 
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grievous judgment upon the Roman commonwealth, or a 
very fad affliction to the ftate of Chriftianity. This fame 
Caligula was he that took fo great affection to Incitatus, a 
fleet and metalled courfer, that befide a ftable of marble, 
a manger of ivory, houfing cloaths of purple, and a. poid- 
rell of precious ftones, he furnifhed him an houfe very no- 
bly, and appointed him a family to entertain thofe who 
rendered vifits to his eguimity and his Ainnibility (words of 
yours on another occafion) and to treat fuch guefts as were 
invited, with the more magnificence. Nay, fo far did he 
carry on this humour, that itis faid, had he not been pre- 
vented, he defigned to have made this race horfe conful ; 
as fit however for that office, as his mafter to be emperor. 
What pity it is, Mr. Bayes, that you did not live in that 
fortunate age, when defert was fo well rewarded and un- 
derftood, when preferments were {fo current ! Certainly one 
of your heels and mettle would quickly have arrived to be 
fomething more than an archdeacon. If an horfe had fo 
greata court, and forich furniture, and ftood fo fair for 
election, what might not fuch a one as you have expected ! 
Give me leave, Mr. Bayes, having been fo long in your debt, 
to requite and cap you with an ancient diftich: but if I 
thou you this once, it is not out of difrefpe@, but only 
to repeat it the more faithfully. Had you then lived, 
‘* Thou fhouldft have had a filver ftye, 
‘© And fhe herfelf have pigg’d thee by.” 
So 
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So that there would have been ‘no occafion for you to have 
coveted, as you do, your neighbour Prebend’s houfe, but 
you fhould have begun at laft, as Nero faid, to dwell 
like yourfelf, and have been inftalled in a palace fuitable to 
your dignity. But though thofe happy dayes are paft and 
gone, you need not grumble; unlefs nothing will fuffice 
you, and you are fo ambitious of a fortune, that you can- 
not be content with the f{pirituals of Simon Magus, and the 
temporals of Caligula. 


Flaétenus, faith Grotius upon the place, smpium princi- 
pem défcripfit, nunc venit ad impium dottorem; {0 that the 
field lies open (were it not againft good huntmanfhip to 
courfe two hares at once) to run your doétoral fimilitude 
here through your Prote Exnoia, fhowing herfelf at fo many 
windows ; your doctrines and deceits, tending wt homines ad 
flagitia impelleres aut in flagitiis detineres ; your attempting 
to fly with the affiftance of two other {pirits, But I will let 
all thefe things reft till another occafion fhall offer ; nor am 
Tat prefent in humour to be too fevere upon you. Only 
pray let me fhow you, Mr. Bayes, with how much reafon 
you have recommended to the publick the civil magiftrate 
Caligula, feeing you da fo particularly refemble him. Who 
that fhall but caft his eye upon you in your writings, car 
take any other reprefentation of you, than that you have 
not only ufurped the winged bonnet from Mercury, the 
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thyrfes and ivy from Bacchus, the bow and arrows and the 
graces from Apollo, the lion from Hercules, the fword, 
buckler, and head-piece from Mars; but that you have 
even ftolen the Cerberus from Pluto, and the fnakes and 
torches from the Furies? And though I will not ftrain it fo 
high as that * you exalt yourfelf above all that is called 
‘¢ God in the temple,” yet it is notorious that you pretend 
to more worfhip than belongs you in the cathedral. Nor 
- does it look otherwife when men fee you crowd yourfelf in 
_ between the Dean and the fenior Prebend, than like Cali- 
gula’s taking the middle between Caftor and Pollux. Tis 
the fame imperial fpirit that makes you juftle fo for place, 
that out of your feeking for pre-eminence, you have almoft 
made a fchifm in the church of Canterbury: and it con- 
cerns Chriftian princes to take care how you rife higher, left 
the ancient ecclefiaftical controverfies be revived, to the 
¢ difturbance of the publick tranquillity, and the ends of 
‘¢ government.” Then as Caligula had his images in the 
fynagogues, fo have you your curates at Ickham and Chart- 
ham, for they ‘ having no power,” you know, “ are no 
‘better than ftatues and images of authority *.” But 
Mr. Lee of Ickham, in particular, is fo like you, that if both 
your heads were cut off and tran{profed on each other’s 
fhoulders, no man living but would take you one for the 
other. But to omit thefe, I thall, as in the cafe of Don 

| Sebaftian, 
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Sebaftian, fhow: by fome more private marks of your body 
and mind, that though you might have impofed upon the 
Parthians for a Pfeudo- Nero, it is impoflible you fhould be a 
Perkin Caligula, but the very original. Firft, he had a fin- 
gular quality for which he admired himfelf, and gave ita — 
peculiar name of adiatrepfa, which was his unmoved con- 
ftancy in affifting at, and looking upon’ the moft horrid 
executions: and no lefs is your unrelenting and undaunted 
refolution in firft condemning the Nonconformifts to the 
‘¢ galleys, the pillories, the whipping-pofts, the publick 
“© rods and axes,” and afterwards beholding the execution. 
with an extraordinary fedatenefs and judicial temper of 
fpiritt. He had befide this a peculiar antipathy, which was 
the reafon that it was made an hainous and capital offence 
in his. reign to’ name but a goat upon whatfoever occafion.. 
And the fame averfion have you, if not to a greater height ;. 
_ infomuch that, I having but.mentioned a goat in. my: 
former book, and under the difguifed names too of crabe 
and cabre, you do as good as accufe me of animating there- 
fore the {ubjects to rebellion *. He was moreover, as I told 
you, ingaged in a great intrigue of courtfhip with the 
Moon, like that of your camarade Bayes: ‘* Where fhall 
‘I thy true love know, thou pretty pretty Moon? To-. 
‘“¢ morrow foon, ere it be noon, on Mount Vefuvio +.” 
And you in like manner boaft yourfelf to be married to a: 

goddefs :- 
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goddefs: but which of them ‘tis I know not, for Selene 
was adored under the figure of Minerva: but ’tis moft pro- 
bably Luna, for you courted her in the language of Bayes 
his Eclipfe, but fomething more {mutty, as I could rehearfe 
to you from a good hand, were it not too broad for any 
man’s mouth but your’s; and that I would not have you 
_blame me again for ‘ betraying publickly the mirth and | 
‘¢ freedom of private converfation *.”’ The laft token of 
your Galigulifm fhall be the facrifices which he appointed 
of pheafants and peacocks to his deity: and accordingly 
your friend the author of the Friendly Debate hath facri- 
ficed a pheafant, and Ihave facrificed a peacock to your 
divinity :. and I hope it will be therefore henceforth and for 
ever to me propitious and favourable. Now that I have thus 
far reprefented in the perfons of Caligula and Nero, what 
it was that you. meant in your former argument, and what 
thofe impofitions are which you inftrué princes to practife, 
and their people to fubmit to, I fhall difmifs this teftimony, 
after I have mentioned one impofition more of Caligula’s, 
and indeed very laudable, which if you alfo will fubmit to, 
I would recommend to your graver confideration. He con- 
demned thofe authors, whofe writings gave no fatisfaction 
to the publick, either to blur them over with a {punge, 
or lick them out with their tongues; unlefs they rather 
chofe to be difciplined with ferulaes, in commutation of 


penance, 
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penance, or to be ducked over head and ears in the next 
tiver: a punifhment,. which, were it but for your incorrigi- 
ble faculty of railing and fcolding, you could fcarce, under 
fo-gentle a government, have avoided. 


But to pafs over, Mr. Bayes, from your Roman Empire, 
and come nearer home, the fecond teftimony that I fhall 
produce out of your own book of the fame nature, fhall be 
what you reply upon me concerning the Vicar of Brackley in 
Northamptonfhire, your countryman Doétor Sibthorpe, and. 
who commenced Doétor much after the fame manner that 
you did. His fermon is extant in the hiftory, and fome heads. 
and points of it I gave you in my firft book as a pinne- 
paper of your modern orthodoxy, and the very flour of your 
brann (not of the church of England, as you would fuggeft). 
in the do@rine of fome men in the late times concerning: 
impofitions, and I {hall here fift it after your grinding. Here. 
in the * Reproof you undertake to tell the ftory of that 
Doétor’s fermon, which you needed not, fort he fermon is yet 
extant, befide what is legible in Archbifhop Abbot's Narra- 
tive: but you alfo adventure to juftifie it and’ Manwaring’s. 
cafe alfo, which you allow to be the fame with Sibthorpe’s +.. 
But whereas you limit the matter to the indifcretion only of. 
a fingle country Vicar or fo, I gave you -thofe particular re- 
lations for an example of what was then the doétrine alamode 

at. 
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at that time in moft of your pulpits, and which you here at- 
tempt to bring again in fafhion. You defend that loan and 
the carrying of iton in that manner, and if there were any il- 
legal defign of abfolute government promoted, you afcribe it 
to ‘‘ the impudence of the members of parliament;” to the 
‘¢ affaults they then made upon the royal power by their bold 
‘Cand unreafonable demands ;”’ to their ‘ bringing things 
“to that pafs, that nothing muft be done unlefs the King 
‘‘ would either grant away all his power to them, or keep 
“it all to himfelf ;” to the “ rudenefs and infolence of 
“their demands ; fo that the King muft fometimes govern 
“ without them, or not at all.” And as to thofe perfons and 
members that were imprifoned for refufing the loan; you fay 
‘they had forgot the refpe@ they ought to their prince, 
‘¢ and the duty they ought to God;”’ that the ‘ King was 
* forced on thofe courfes by the ftubbornnefs of Prefbyterian 
“¢ parliaments :"’ (No, Sir, it was by the flattery of Archidia- — 
conal preachers) that as things then ftood betwixt him and his 
“parliaments, ‘* pundtilios of law were fuperfeded ; their 
“demands were difloyal and unreafonable:” all ‘* good 
“© and ingenuous fubje@s ought not to have fteod then fo 
4 curioufly upon precedents and nicetyes of old cuftom.” 
And in conclufion you determine ex ¢ripede, that * ‘* what- 
“C ever that parliament or the refufers of the loan were by 
«‘ the laws of the land, they were even then moft notorious 
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“‘ rebels by all the laws of the gofpel.” It is worth taking 
notice more particularly that the parliament which you have 
thus. qualifyed was the parliament 3° Caro/i, which I have 
heard by unprejudiced men to have been an affembly of the 
moft loyal, prudent, and upright Englifh fpirits that any 
age could have produced. Their a¢tions are upon record, 
and by them, not by your perifhing and falfe gloffes and re- 
lations, will pofterity judge concerning them. And if we 
had no other effeéts and laws from them but the petition of 
right, it were fufficient to eternize their memory among all 
men that wear an Englith heart in their bofome. But it is 
too much for you to make their procefs however, and to ar- 
raign a parliament ds traytors by an Ecclefiaftical bill of 
attainder. ‘* You dare,” you fay, ‘determine them fo.” 
It is indecd like your fellow Bayes his draw-can-Sir 


“You huff, you ftrut, look big and ftare, 
_ And all this you can do becaufe you dare.” 


But I affure you, notwithftanding your complaint ‘ * of 
‘‘ ecclefiaftical laws being in a manner cancelled by the 
‘ oppofition of civil conftitutions,” it will never be well 
in England as long as that doétrine holds that men though 
loyal by the laws of the land, yet are moft notorious rebells 
by all the laws of the gofpel. Here is divinity indeed, not 
on God’s name Iam fure, nor the king’s ; whofe then, you 

Vor, II. . ZZ may 
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may confider. ‘* You fay indeed if DoétorSibthorpeintermed- - 
‘led with the king’sabfolute power of impofing taxes without 
cé — in parliament, he went beyond his own commifit- 
“on *.”’ But why might he not, Sir, as well-as you ? where is 
your sitnaiillliess, unlefs what he might not preach, you have 
licenfe to print, and that alters the cafe? It is; it feems, no. 
matter; for Manwaring, you fay, for ‘ his zeal in the caufé of 
“ loyalty was punifhed with preferments to defie the pragma- 
‘¢ ticalnefs of that parliament-+,’’and fo was Sibthorpe, and fo 
you doubtlefs expect to be if you be not already fufhiciently 
punifhed with preferments.for the fame merit. You will do 
wellto regifter your name in fome office of addrefs, or rather 
with the clerks of both Houfes ; that if any new occafion of 
preferment fhould ftart, they. may not efcape you,. nor you 
according to your deferts be forgotten. In, conclufion, thefe 
kind of fermons were not the leaft inducement of that. 
petition wherein I told you Martin Parker’s ballads were 
complained of; the very next article but one being 
againft ‘‘ fuch as preached that fubjects have no propriety 
«¢ in their eftates, but that. the king may take from them 
“¢ what he pee and that all is the king’s, and he is bound 
66 by no law.” In this petition, though I- find fundry 
things intermixed which had better been. omitted, yet it is 
no wonder, if having this juft caufe of complaint, their pen 


being in post hand they dafhed out farther than was fitting 
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apainft the clergy. And now I hope I have pretty well evi- 
denced that your book hath faid what it did fay, and that 
you meant what you faid, and it was but the felf fame de- 
fion which both of you managed together. And yet, Mr. 
Bayes,:. you think this is hard ‘dealing, when you betwixt’ 
rantingand whining affirm this-your grand thefis of the un- 
limited ‘and abfolute magiftrate, * ‘* to be fo granted and 
‘© undoubted a truth that it is plainly ratifyed bythe unami- 
«mous confent of all: mankind. -Nay” (inhumane !) “when 
“ a man has: demonftrated its‘certainty from that unavoid- 
“able influence that: religion alwayes has upon ‘the peace of | 

“‘kingdomes +. iBut when -befide you. have drawn up a 
‘¢ brief .and plain account of the parts, the coherence, and 
“ the defign ¢ ;.. when you’ have provided with equal care 
“ and caution” ‘too “againft the inconveniencies of both ex-: 
‘ treams, unlimited power on the one hand, and unbounded 
“‘licenfe’ on the. other: when the bounds you have pro- 
‘6 pofed are fo eafie to be obferved ; and fo unneceflary to 
‘¢ be tranfgrefied by all parties concerned. That governors 
‘‘ only take care not to impofe things certainly and appa- 
“rently: evil ||, and that fubje&s be- not allowed to plead 
‘‘ con{cience' for -difobedience in any other cafe: and when 
“-you have. fo carefully avoided all kind of feverity more 
‘“¢ than is abfolutely neceflary.”” Alas! good fir, have you fo, 
and neverthelefs.do they mifufe you? Where is your wit- 

ZZ 2 nefs ? 
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nefs? but pray what are indeed thefé bounds that you 
have fet? let us confider; though when you had made the 
magiftrate once unlimited, I know not whether he gave you 
leave again to fet bounds to him. But indeed they are as 
you fay very eafie. Only that he take care not to impofe 
things certainly and apparently evil. But what things are 
fo, you take not fo much care toinform him. Oh! I have 
it: ‘* He may command any thing in the worfhip of God 
‘¢ that does not tend to debauch mens practices, or their 
“© conceptions of the Deity.*”’ But I was of opinion that the 
magiftrate would think fit not only to refrain from tmpo- 
fing things certainly and apparently evil, but that he would 
even have fhunned the appearance of evil: I am fure, if 
he won't, his fubjects for their part ought ‘both as men, 
and more as Chriftians, to follow that miaxime. But 
therefore in fuch weighty cafes who {hall be the expofitor, 
who the judge betwixt people and magiftrate, one would 
have thought the Scripture fhould for good reafon have de- _ 
cided a cafe of confcience. No: ‘it may as to matter of obe- 
dience to the magiftrate ; but as to the magiftrate’s ecclefi- 
aftical power of commanding, it has rather fuppofed it, and 
Chrift himfelf, being as you'make him but nature’s fuccef- 
for, thought not fit to meddle with it. Why then we 
muft have fomething elfe, ‘ a guatdian of humane nature,” 
(you know whence the word comes) to decide the bufinefs. 
| In 
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In conclufion (though it be unufual, yet fome precedents 
there are in the Roman Empire) you declare yourfelf the 
magiftrate and judge of all controverfies, without expect- 
ing the fuffrages of the prince or people. We are like to 
be well governed then, Mr. Bayes; are we not, think you, 
all well taught and edifyed? Pray tell me firft whether 
you be a lawful prince. But that is not fo much matter 
neither: for fome ufurpers, becaufe of the tendernefs of 
their title, have thought fit to carry with the greateft cle- 
mency and equality to the people, and to make very good: 
and wholefome laws for the publick. What yoursare, [I 
mutt intreat the readers to fee at Ieaft in the contents of the 
feventh and eighth chapters of your Ecclefiaftical Politie :. 
where you tell them ftrange ftories, and argue at a wild 
rate, and, knowing they were fuch dunces as that they 
would not comprehend your reafoning, you fall out upon. 
your poor diftreffed fubjeé&ts, and rogue and rafcal them in. 
the moft fignificant terms of rebells, traytors, villains, {chif-. 
maticks, and the moft notorious hereticks, and, which. 
you avow from the beginning of the book to have been your 
defign, you mufter up all Chriftian princes to Weronize. 
and Caliguize them, unlefs they themfelves the princes. 
will chufe for their omiffion to be Uslen/piegled and Sarda-. 
napalizea by you. But the bounds which you boaft your- 
felf to have fo wifely and equally determined betwixt the 
magiftrate and the people are fo inconfiderable and low, 
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that any man may without weights leap plum over them. 
If any fubjec&t do take that which is commanded to be ap- 
parently evil, he needs but, as I quoted you in my former — 
' book, confider that ‘‘ if there be any fin in the command, 

‘¢ he that impofes it fhall anfwer for it, not the man whofe . 
“ duty it is to obey ; for the commands of authority” (mark: 
but here the gradation of his capering divinity) will warrant 
my obedience, my obedience will hallow, or at leaft excufe 
my action, and fo fecure me from fin, if not from errour. 
And in another place, which I have fince taken more notice 
of: ‘* * Publick peace and tranquillity is a thing in itfelf fo 
<< good and neceflary, that there are very few actions that it 
“¢ will not render virtuous, whatever they are in themfelves, 
‘¢ wherever they happen to be ufeful and inftrumental to its 
*¢ attainment.’ Was there ever any man that writ of things: 
-of fo high confequence, as to concern mens reafon, honefty, 
and falvation, at fo profligate and loofe arate! I will not be 
tedious, but thofe whole chapters are fuch .ftuff. You- 
fhould. have told us which actions were excufed, and which 
were hallowed, that we might have known how to fhew 
them refpe& according to their feveral qualities. You 
fhould have caufed the magiftrate to enter into good and 
fufficient fecurity, and be bound in a round fum to fave the | 
fubje@ harmlefs. And the penalty of the bonds fhould 
have differed, what in cafe he run the fubje@ only: into. 


, 4 * Eccl. Pol. p. 317. 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 350. 


errour, and what in cafe of fin, and the day too fhould have 
been expreffled, although it had been but the day of judg- 
ment. And in the other place; if there be fo few actions. 
that the publick peace will not render virtuous whatever they 
are in themfelves, it had been kindly done of you, Mr. Bayes, 
to enumerate them, and to have gratifyed our curiofity with. 
fhewing us the whole procefs and manner of the tranfmuta- _ 
tion. And no lefs arbitrary and conjectural is that expreffion 
concerning the magitrates power: ‘* The fame Providence 
‘¢ that intruffed princes with the government of humane 
‘¢ affairs, muft of neceflity have vefted them with at leaft as 
‘¢ much power. as was abfolutely neceflary tothe nature and 
‘©ends of government *.”. You fhould have done well to. 
have given us the date when Providence intrufted the feve- 
ral princes, and. by what means it was brought about. . You. 
fhould have prefcribed juft how much power was. intrufted,, 
for if it were a depofitum, it is fit that there fhould be a 
great exactnefs in order to account for it. | But fuppofe Pro- 
vidence fhould have intrufted them with a little more power. 
than were abfolutely neceflary, whether or no would it 
have been abfolutely deftructive ? A fmall errour in the quan- 
tity leads on to great abfurdities. Neither will the fame 
proportion agree with all politick bodies. The Turk, the 
Pope, the Emperour, the King of France, the King of. 
Poland, and foon, are not all intrufted with the fame 
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power; but fome of them have more and fome perhaps 
lefs than is abfolutely neceflary. It is pity that you were 
not at the Admenfuration, and that you like Apollo did 
not order the balance of government, or fill the cartridges 
and diftribute them to each magiftrate according to his Ca- 
libre. Then whereas you fay that Providence muft of ne- 
ceffity have intrufted the magiftrate with at leaft as much 
power as was abfolutely neceflary, you ought to have con- 
fidered whether, according to your ufual exaétnefs, necef- 
fity upon neceffity ‘* be not falfe heraldry :”” and when you 
add to the nature and ends of government you fhould have 
expreft what thofe were ; for authors are very much divided 
about it: you fay, publick peace and tranquillity. Why 
but fome, for the attainment of that, hold it to be necef- 
fary that fubjects fhould have no arms, others that they 
fhould have no wealth, no propriety, and a third that they 
fhould have no underftanding, no learning, nor letters. 
You have indeed expreft yourfelf in another place of the 
fame book that ‘* there is no creature fo ungovernable as 
“¢ a wealthy Fanatick :” Now you that fay, “ princes muft 
‘¢ have at leaft as much power as is neceffary to the ends of 
<< government,” fhould alfo have weighed how much wealth | 
at leaft, and how much religion at leaft was neceffary to 
make a mana wealthy Fanatick, that princes might have 
calculated better how to governthem. Whether a dram of 
wealth mixed with a pound of confcience, or whether a 
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fcruple of confcience infufed in a thoufand pounds a year do 
compound a wealthy Fanatick. For otherwife there may 
- be a great errour in the dofe of government; and you may, 
even during your dull and lazy diftemper, have had expe- 
rience how neceffary it is to be exact in the preparation and 
quantity, though it were but of Ca/limelanos. The word 
 Fanatick’ is of a large acceptation. The Papifts are Fana- 
“ticks ; ;. the Prefbyterians, the Independents, the Anabap- 
tifts of New England, and I know not how many more 
-areé Fanaticks. ‘The parliament. 3° Caroli, that drew up 
the. petition of right, and others that you mention, ex- 
cluding'that of forty, were Prefbyterian, F anatical, puri- 
‘tanical, and rebellious parliaments. Who knows at this 
rate where Fanaticifm will end, and whether, according to 
your notion, every man who has an eftate, or who afferts 
propriety, may not in a fhort time be deemed a Fanatick ; 
nay, whether you yourfelf, that were formerly a Fanatick 
in point of religion, may not now you are grown {o wealthy, 
upon that account at leaft, turn Prefbyterian ? Moreover 
in your cenfure too of Platonick pbhilofophy, when you firft 
made courtfhip to Ecclefiaftical Politie, but the intrigue 
was not fo avowed and publick, you have faid; ‘ gover- 
“ nours muft keep their fubje&s from finking into too 
“¢ much ignorance or rifing to too much knowledge in mat- 
“ters of—’’ (I wonder what this—fhould mean: it is not 
“fure “‘ of thofe defigns that afpire to ferve your deareft———) 
Vou. II. 3A for 
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- for the former renders them falvage, which is apparently 
* deftrudtive to government 5 the latter makes them proud, 
conceited, and zealous, that breeds contempt of gover- 
“ nours, and fets them upon headlefs plots and defighs of 
‘¢ reformation, that ufually proceed to rebellion, &e.” I 
fee now that it is to be fupplyed, “ or rifing to too muth 
“ knowledge in matters of” religion. You that do, as 
if it were in Rogation Weck, perambulate the bounds of 
government, and leave them “ fo eafie to be underftood, 
“and fo unneceflary to be tranfgreffed,” why would you 
here have concealed them, or was it that in this manner you 
drew a line betwixt the prince and the fubje@, to ferve ever 
after for their boundary? Will you believe me? feeing you had 
blamed me for faying that ‘ you have extended the prince’s 
‘“* power to impotency, as a ftreight line continued grows a 
‘ circle ;” when I faw this ftreight line of yours; I took 
my compaffes, and divaricating them for experiment, I dtew 
the circular line all along thorow it, that you could- mot fee 
what was become of it; and without the leaft offence to the 
figure upon either account. But here again, Mr. Bayes, or 
to ufea Chaucer’s word for change, Mr. Limitour, you are 
much out, and too indefinite: You fhould,. if you would 
have faid'any thing to the purpofe, have read.a lecture here 
to princes upon the centers of knowledge and ignorance, 
and how and when they gravitate and levitate. But as you 
failed in the matter of wealth and fanaticifme, and you did 
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not inftrua them how to know when their fubjects were fat 
or lean enough, when they were honeft or difhoneft enough; 
fo you have here difappointed governours extremely, who 
would have been glad to have behaved themfelves well, and 
to have ryled with good reputation, that they are at an ab- 
folute lofs to know how to diet their fubjects, and to diftin- 
guifh when their people are fools enough, and when wife 
enough, or how much ignorance would fuffice a reafonable 
man. Byt however, upon this furvey, if the rule hold good 
that an indefinite is equipollent to. an univerfal, I colle& 
from thefe two paflages of yours. lait quoted, that you are 
pretty well fatisfyed that Providence having of neceflity 
intrufted princes with at leaft as much power as is abfolutely 
neceflary to the nature and ends of government, they ought 
for peace and tranquillities fake (for ’tis #u/f too in this out 
of your Platonic philofophy, to keep their fubjeéts from 
arms, from. letters, and from propriety. For as you faid 
formerly ‘there are few aétions” (whether of the governour 
or of the people) ‘ which that nobler end of publick tran- 
¢¢ quillity will not render virtuous, whatfoever the actions 
‘¢ be in their own nature.” How others will judge of it, 
I know not, or how far princes will think that expedient 
which you affirm neceffary : but certainly if this courfe were 
ance effectually taken, the whole year would confift of hal- 
cyon holidayes, and the whole world, free from ftorms and 
tempefts, would be lulled and dandled into a-brumal quiet. 
3A2 Neither 
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Neither are you more diftin@ in the matter of neceflity, 


wherein, it being the original from which you firft derive 


all this abfolute and unlimited government, it behoved you, 
if ever, to have fbown your heraldry. For though neceflity 
be a very honourable name of good extraction and alliance, 
yet there are feveral families of the neceflities, as in yours 
of Bayes ; and though fome of ’em are patrician, yet others 
are plebeian. There is firft of all a neceflity that fome 
have talked of, and which I mentioned to you in my former 
book, that was pre-eternal to all things, and exercifed domi- 
nion not only over all humane things, but over Jupiter him- 
felf and the reft of the Deities, and drove the great iron nail 


thorough the axletree of nature. I have fome fufpicion that 
_ you would have men underftand it of yourfelf, and that 


you are that neceffity. For what can you be lefs or other, 


who have given an abfolute and unlimited power to princes, 


who have made nature pre-exiftent to our Saviour, and pre- 
eminent, and have therefore forced him to fubfcribe to its 
dictates, and confirm its grants, ‘though to his own dero- 
gation and prejudice, who have obliged Providence to dif-. 
penfe power to the magiftrate according to your good plea- 
fure, and herein have claimed to yourfelf that univerfal 
dictatorfhip of neceffity over God and man, though it were 
but clavi figendi caufa, and to ftrike thorow all government, 
humane and divine, with the great hammer? There is an- 
other, which may be named the neceffity of the neck, or 
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Caligula’s neceffity, before fpoke of ; that i is, that the whole 
body of the people fhould have but one “neck. Do you mean 
this ? for it is very ufeful and virtuous toward the pperent 
of “ publick tranquillity andthe ends of government.” A: 
third is the neceflity of the calf, which in this cafe would: 
be very confiderable to the magiftrate. For the calves of © 
the legs being placed behind, where they are altogether un-- 
ufeful, it were neceflary in fome mens opinions to place the- 
calf rather before for defenfe, left men fhould: break their 
fhins by making more hafte than good fpeed. You may- 
then reckon neceflity of ftate, to which in former times it’ 
was ufual to oppofe impoffibility: and of kin to thefe is’ . 
neceflity that has no law, and that neceflity where the King 
lofes his right ; that is, when nothing is to be had. And laft-' 
ly, there is one fort of men, for whofe fake there is acommon 
maxime eftablifhed, that there is an abfolute neceflity they- 
fhould have good memories. I have thus far gratified your: - 
indefinitenefs by this enumeration, that you may hencefor~' - 
ward pick and chufe a neceffity as you fhall fee occafion.’ 
And inthe mean time, that I may furnifh you with a> 
chriften-name as well as a fir-name, and fet you up for an . 
author, you may pleafe henceforward to write yourfelf Mr... 
Neceffity Bayes. But though the neceflity you fpeak of - 
,does more or lefs partake of all or moft of thofe I have 
mentioned, it feems to me rather reducible to that of the 
calf. That isto fay, you do hereby feem to imagine, that 
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Providence fhould have contrived all things according. to. 
the utmoft perfection, or that which you conceive would 
have been moft to your purpofe. Whereas in the fhape of 
man’s body, and in the frame of the world, there are many. 
_ things indeed liable to objeétion, and which might haye 
been better if we fhould give ear to proud and curious {pi- 
rits. But we muft neverthelefs be content with fuch bodies, 
and to inhabit fuch an earth as it has pleafed God to allot 
us. And fo alfo in the government of the world, it were 
defirable that men might live in perpetual peace, in a flate 
ef good gature, without law or magiftrate, becayfe by the 
.univerfal ¢quity and rectitude of manners they would be, 
fuperfluous. -And- had God intended it fo, it would fo, 
have {ucceeded, and he would have {wayed and. tempered 
‘the mind and affe@ions of mankind, fo that their inno- 
-cence fhould have expreffed that of the Angels, and the 
tranquillity of his dominion here below fhould have refem- 
bled that in Heaven. But alas! that ftate of perfection 
was diffolved in the firft inftance, and was fhorter lived 
than anarchy, fcarce of one day’s continuance. And ever 
fince the firft brother facrificed the other to revenge, becaufe 
his offering was better accepted, flaughter and war has made 
‘up half the bufinefs in the world, and oftentimes upon the 
fame quarrel, and with like fuccefs. So that as God has 
hitherto, inftead of an eternal {pring, a ftanding ferenity, 
and aa fun-fhine, fubjeéted mankind tothe difmal, 
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influence of comets from above, to thunder and lightning, 
and tempefts from the middfe region, and from the lower 
fusface, to the raging of the feas, and the tottering of 
earthquakes, befide all other the innamerable calamities to 
-which humane life is expofed, he has in like manner diftin- 
 -guifhed. the government of the world by the intermitting 
feafons of difcord, war, and publick difturbance. Neither 
has he fo ofdered it only (as mén endeavour to exprefs it) 
by meer petmiffion, but fometimes out of coiiplacency. 
For though it may happen that both the patties may be 
guilty of war, as both of f{chifme, yet there are many cafes | 
in which war is juft, and few however, where there is not 
mote -juftice on one fide than the other. To repell an in- 
vafion from abroad, or extinguifh an ufurpation at home, . 
would not require a long confultation with confcience. The 
Jews themfelves learnt at laft that “twas lawful to fight 4 - 
battel on the fabbath-day, rather than fubmit their throats 
to the enemy : and had all feétaries been of the opinion of 
_ fome Anabaptifts and others, that all war is unlawful, they - 

would have afforded matter rather of derifion than difturb- 
 arice. Nevetthelefs it is moft certain, that tranquillity in - 
government is by all jutt means to be fought after, and it 
might eafi ly be attained and preferved, did thofe that’ moft . 
pretend to it,. fincerely fabour it. But’ men have often- 
times,. as I have. partly fhowed you in your. own doétrine, 
other ends of goverfment, and that to compafs them, re- 
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quire other means than will confift with fo {pecious a title. 
How fhould fuch perfons arrive at their defigned port, but 
by difturbance ? for if there were a dead calm always, and 
the wind blew from no corner, there would be no naviga~ _ 
tion. You will objeé& perhaps, and I ftand correéted, that 
though-there fhould not be a breath of air, it might be per- 
formed by galleys: and ’tis indeed the very thing propofed 
in your Ecclefiaftical Politie, that you might be rowed in 
{tate over the ocean of publick tranquillity by the publick 
flavery. - But becaufe you are fubjeét to mifconftrue even 
true Englifh, I will explain myfelf as diftin@ly as I can, and - 
as clofe as poflible, what is mine own opinion in this matter 
of the magiftrate and government; that feeing TI have 
blamed you where I thought you blame-worthy, you miay 
have as fair hold of me too, if you can find where to fix 
your accufation. , 


The power of the magiftrate does moft certainly iffue 
from divine authority. The obedience due to that power 
is by divine command ; and fubjects are bound, both as men 
and as Chriftians, to obey the magiftrate actively in all things 
where their duty to God intercedes not, and however paf- 
fively, that is, either by Jeaving their countrey, or #f they 
cannot do thaw (the magiftrate, or the reafon of their 
own occafions hindering them) then by fuffering patiently 
at home, without giving the ats ses difturbance. 

But 


¢: 
. . ay’ 


| THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 369 
But the difpute concerning the magiftrates power ought to be 
{uperfluous: for that it is certainly founded upon his com- 
miffion from God, and for the moft part fufficiently forti- 
fied with all humane advantages. There are few foveraign 
princes fo abridged, but that, if they be not contented, 
they may envy their own fortune. But the modefter quef- 
tion (if men will needs be medling with matters above them) 
would be how far it is advifable for a prince to exert and 
pufh the rigour of that power which no man can deny him; 
for princes, as they derive the right of fucceffion from their 
anceftors, fo they inherit from that ancient and illuftrious 
extraction, a generofity that runs in the blood above the 
allay of the reft of mankind. And being moreover at { 
much eafe of honour and fortune, that they are free from th 
gripes of avarice and twinges of ambition, they are the moré 
difpofed to an univerfal benignity toward their fubjects. 
What prince that fees fo many millions of men, either la- 
_bouring induftrioufly toward his. revenue, or adventuring 
their lives in his fervice, and all of them performing his 
commands with a religious obedience, but conceives at the 
fame time a relenting tendernefs over them, whereof others 
out of the narrownefs of their minds cannot be capable ? 
But if this gracious temper be inconliftent with the nature 
and ends of government, it behoves them to be aware, 
and by the rougher methods to provide for their own and 
the peoples fecurity. For though princes are not, asin fome 
Vou. II. 3B barbarous 
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barbarous parts of the world, {worn as it were upon the alma- 
nack, and violate their coronation oath, unlefs the feafons of 
the year be very punctual, yet (abating only for any extraordi- 
nary accident from heaven) they are re{ponfible to him that 
gave them their comniiffion for the happinefs or infelicity 
of their fubjets during the term of their government. It 
‘is within their power, depends upon their counfels, and 
they cannot fail of a profperous retgn, but by a miftaken 
choice betwixt rigour or moderation. But whoever fhall 
caft his eye thorow the hiftory of all ages, will find that 
nothing has alwayes fucceeded better with princes than the 
clemency of government : and that thofe, on the contrary, 
who have taken the fanguinary courfe, have been unfortu- 
nate to themfelves.and the people, the confequences not 
being feparable. For whether that royal and magnanimous 
gentlenefs {pring from a propenfity of their nature, or be 
acquired and confirmed by good and prudent confideration, 
it draws along with it all the effets of policy. The wealth 
of a fhepherd depends upon the multitude of his flock, 
the goodnefs of their pafture, and the quietnefs of their 
feeding : and princes, whofe dominion over mankind refem- 
bles in fome meafure that ‘of man over other creatures, can- 
not expect any confiderable increafe to themfelves, if by 
continual terrour they amaze, fhatter, and hare their 
people, driving them into woods, and running them 
upon precipices. Nay even if this fimilitude were purfued 
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to the. uttermoft, and the abfolute and unlimited power 
over rational beings were fo defirable as fome, for their own 
{inifter ends, will alwayes be fuggefting to governors, there 
is not any fo proper and certain way of attaining it, as 
by this foftnefs of handling. If men do but compute how 
charming an efficacy one word, and more one good action 
has from a fuperior upon thofe under him, it can fcarce be 
reckoned how powerful a magick there is in a prince who 
fhall by aconftant tenour of humanity in government go 
on daily gaining upon the affections of his people. There 
is not any priviledge fo dear, but it may be extorted from 
fubjects by good ufage, and by keeping them alwayes up in 
their good humour. I will not fay what one prince may 
compafs within his own time, or what a fecond, though 
{urely much may be done: but it is enough if a great and 
durable defign be accomplifhed in the third life, and fup- 
pofing an hereditary fucceflion of any three taking up ftill 
where the other left, and dealing ftill in that fair and ten- 
der way of management, it is impoflible but that, even 
without reach or intention upon the princes: part, all fhould 
fall into his hand, and in fo fhort a time the very memory 
or thoughts of any fuch thing as publick liberty would, as 
it were by confent, expire and be for ever extinguifhed. So 
that, whatever the power of the magiftrate be in the 
inftitution, it is much fafer for them not to do that 
with the left hand which they may do with the right, nor 
by anextraordinary, what they may effect by the ordinary, 
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way of government. A prince that goes to the top of 
his power is like him that fhall goto the bottom of his 
treafure. And therefore it is very unadvifable however to 
put a great ftrefs upon little things, aad where the obedi- 
ence will not countervail the experiment. It is like a man 
that knits all his force to throw an inconfiderable weight : 
he both ftrains his arm with it, falls fhort and makes no im- 
preflion ; whereas he that chufes a juft weight, does nei- 
ther find himfelf the weaker after he has delivered it, and 
reaches the length he aimed at. And this I doubt has been 
the cafe in laying on fo much load upon account of things 
at beft only indifferent and ceremonious. But as it is the 
wifdom and virtue of a prince to rule in this manner, fo he 
hath that advantage that his fafety herein is fortified by his 
duty, and as being a Chriftian magiftrate, he has. the ftron- 
ger obligation upon him to govern his fubjeds. in this Chrif- 
tian manner. Even during the law under the Mofaical dif- 
penfation, in that regal chapter of the 17th of Deutero- 
nomy, it is folemnly commanded that when the king fits 
upon the throne of his kingdome, he fhall write him a 
copy of the law in a book out of that which is before the 
priefts the Levites, and it fhall be with him, and he fhall 
read. therein all the dayes of his life, that he. may learn to 
fear the Lord. his God, to keep all the words of the law, 
and thefe ftatutes to do them: that his heart be not lifted 
up over his brethren, and that he turn not afide from the 
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commandment to the right hand or to the left, to the end 
he may prolong his dayes in the kingdom, he and his chil- 
dren. And though our Saviour came to abrogate the ce- 
remonial part of the law, yet this was fo effential to 
the magiftrates duty, that he confirmed and eftablifhed it 
ftronger by his doétrine. He declares indeed, that thofe 
Chriftians are bleffed who are perfecuted for righteoufnefs 
fake, and when men fhall revile, perfecute and fay all man- 
ner of evil againft them: but it does not therefore follow 
that the magiftrate by fulfilling that prediction does gain 
any of the beatitudes. Rather he is invited to the con- 
trary courfe, for as much as the merciful are bleffed, for 
they fhall obtain mercy, and bleffed are the meek for they 
fhall inherit the earth. And fo, in Rom. xtii. where the 
duty of the fubjeé is fo fully and excellently defcribed,. 
it is neverthelefs as tothe magiftrate faid that he is not, 
which ss to fay, he ought not to beaterrour to good works, 
but to the evil. Neither is it fair for any man to {peak as 
though our Saviour had. in a manner balked the whole bufi- 
nefs of the magiftrates duty intermixed with his jurifdidtion. 
For whatfoever Chrift did generally dictate, unlefs where 
he {peaks to men under the exprefs capacity and notion of 
fubje@s, is equally bound upon the magiftrate as well as the 
people. And where he denounces woe to them that 
fhall offend one of his little ones that believe in him, and 
whofo doth it, that it were better for him that a milftone 

were 
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were hanged about his neck, dnd that he were drowned in 
‘the fea, it is faid without refervation either to prince or fub- 
ject. Neither where the Apoftle Paul {peaks of the tri- 
bulation which God recompences to the troublers of ‘ Chrif= 
tianity, is there any exempt jurifdiction to be pleaded. .The 
power of princes is not improperly refembled and derived 
down by paternal authority, and that which a mafter 
hath in his family: and in Ephefians vi. where the 
rules are given of domeftick obedience, yet both parents 
are forbid too from provoking their children to wrath, and 
mafters that they do not threaten their fervants. - Indeed 
although Chrift did not affume an earthly and vifible king- 
dome, yet he by the.gofpel gave law to princés and fubje@s, 
obliging all mankind to fuch a peaceable and gentle frame 
of {pirit as would be the greateft and’ moft lafting fecurity 
to government,’ rendring the people tractable to fuperiors, 
and the magiftrate not grievous in the exercife of his domi- 
nion. And he knew very well that without dethroning the 
princes of the world at prefent, yet by the conftant preach- 
ing of that benevolous and amiable doétrine, by the affimi- 
lating and charitable love of the firft Chriftians, and by 
their fignal patience under all their fufferings and torments, 
all oppofition would be worn out, and all princes fhould 
make place for a Chriftian Empire. Neither therefore did 
he or the Apoftles, or the primitive Chriftians that trode on 
in their fteps, notwithftanding their obedience to the ma- 
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giftrdte, intermit the declaring and propagating the whole 
Chriftian. do@trine, in. the doing of which, if Ican exprefs 
it fo with.decency, they did an act of the moft dire@&t and 
Ahigheft contumacy and. difobedience to thofe that then go- 
verned. And. fo it did and .always will happen, that 
whereas. Chriftianity. is indeed moft certainly the greateft 
friend to government, and takes the greateft care, makes 
the beft provifion of any doétrine whatfoever for the pre- 
ferving of its authority;. yet where the magiftrate does 
clafh with: the rules and ends of Chriftianity, he does of 
confequence .f{ubvert his own power, and undermine his 
own foundation; not by any malignity that there. is. in. the 
religion,: but by a diftin@ efficacy that it has in maintaining 
itfelf..thorow. all oppofition.. But when once Chriftianity 
had in this regular and direé&t way obtained the foveraignty, 
ecclefiaftical perfons in whofe keeping the counterparts of 
Chriftian dodtrine, and. example are moft properly depofi- 
ted, began exceedingly to degenerate. For the former fin- 
cerity and devotion of the teachers, joined with their ab-: 
ftinence from riches or {ecular honours and imployments, . 
had, as it will do always, rendered them in the opinion of 
others worthy. of that which they moft contemned and 
avoided, and by how much they fled they were the more 
followed by. a devout liberality: and good reafon it’ was 
that as the people did partake of their fpirituals, fo fhould 
they too of. the peoples temporals : neither could any plenty 

then 
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then feem envious, when the donors faw them to be fo 
good ftewards of what they gave them, converting little 
to their own profit, but difpenfing the moft part to pious 
and charitable ufes. Butin thofe dayes venenum, as it was 
faid, infufum eff Ecclefe, and Religion having brought 
forth Riches, the daughter devoured the mother. Not that 
I think any reward can be too oréat for one that is faithful 
in the difcharge of .fo facred an office, but thofe that can 
go upright under the load of wealth, make up the leffer 
number of mankind, and for the moft part they that feek 
it more earneftly do the worfe deferve it. Too many of 
- that order did then begin to fleight their own fundtion, 
although of all others the moft eligible and worthy: confift- 
ing in the {weetnefs of acontemplative life, the ineftima- 
_ ble care of mens fouls, a freedom from the common occa- 
fions of vice, and from the mechanical drudgery of raking 
together a fortune. That which was an office before, was 
now turned into a benefice, and one would not fuffice the 
appetite, but they introduced the polygamy of pluralities. 
Non-refidence was fo legal, that it was almoft grown to a 
fcience, and a man might have compiled a fyfteme of its 
feveral terms of art and diftinétions. They followed the 
courts of princes, and intangled themfelves in fecular affairs, 
beyond what is lawful or convenient to the fandtity of their 
vocation : and from that unnatural copulation of ecclefiaf- 
tical and temporal together, have thofe monfters of prac- 
I tice 
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tice and opinion been begotten, with which the world has 
been ever fince infefted ; they incumbred Chriftianity (that 
is the moft fhort and’ plain religion) with an innumera- 
ble rabble of rites and ceremonies: neglecting the fin-. 
cere and folid for a Mofaical rubbifh, that tends nothing, | 
to edification, and which our Saviour had {wept out of his. 
temple. They affected preeminence, and ruled their- flock. 
by conftraint, lording it over God’s inheritance. They 
rent the univerfal church in pieces, fometimes about the. . 
obfervation of a feftival,!otherwhiles about their {cuffles for 
‘precedence. By degrees they bearded princes themfelves, 
and challenged fo exempt a jurifdiGion, that it was refolved 
even the concubines of priefts were not within the cogni- 
zance of the civil magiftrate. In conclufion, they let the 
reins loofe to their own covetoufnefs, ambition, pride, ig- 
norance, formality, and contentions: and could never 
take up again. - Infomuch that well nigh ever fince it has 
-been more than half the bufinefs of princes to regulate the 
brabbles and quarrels that have been unneceflarily fowed by 
fome of the clergy; and they have brought the world to 
_ that pafs that indeed it cannot longer fubfift than ‘kings fhall 
have and exercife an ecclefiaftical fupremacy as far as it can: 
be ftretched. And when the beft function was by thefe 
means the worft corrupted, fo far have they been from re- 
turning to the good and ancient wayes of Chriftianity, that 
all their endeavours have bent to the eftablifhing of their 
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iniquity by laws, and propagating it by the moft indire& 
methods of humane policy. They have ftrove conftantly ‘ 
to make all reformation, not only ridiculous but impoflible, 
and to draw princes into their confederacy. Unto which 
end although they ‘had accumulated the wealth of moft 
kingdoms into their own coffers, and prafped at -all jurif- 
diction, as oft.as there was any fear of a reformation, they 
have been very liberal again of power and treafure to difpofe 
and inable the magiftrate to warand violence. There have 
never been wanting among them fuch as would fet the ma-~ 
giftrate upon the pinnacle of the temple, and fhowing him 
all the power, wealth, and glory of the kingdoms of the 
earth, have-proffered the prince all, fo he ‘would be tempt- 
ed to-fall down and worfhip them. ‘So that the ecclefiaf- 
tical wifdom has refembled ‘that ‘after ‘the deluge, which 
having once wafhed the world clean from that filth of luxury 
and impiety that it had in ‘fo long .a:time!been.contracting, 
men thought ‘it wonderful politick, ‘inftead of -trufting ‘to 
God’s promife, and following righteoufnefs the only fecu- 
rity apainft-God’ s judgments, ‘to erect an impregnable Babel 
of power, that fhould reach to*heaven. -Butvall fuch vain 
attempts are ftill by the: Divine Providence tutned into con- 
fufion. Inthe tnean time-nations, it is.true, have by this 
means been‘run‘up into fchifmes, herefies, and rebellions, 
which are indeed crimes of ‘the higheft ‘nature, and’ of ‘the 
moft pernicious-confequence ; but do not inthe leaft dimi- 
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nifh, yea rather aggravate the guilt of thofe men who have 
alwayes defigned to fecure their own mifdemeanors by pub- 
lick oppreffion. For all governments and focieties of men, 
and fo the ecclefiaftical, do in procefs of long time gather 
an irregularity, and wear away much of their primitive 
inftitution. And therefore the true wifdom of all ages 
hath been to review at fit periods thofe errours, defeGs or 
exceffes, that have infenfibly crept into the publick admi- 
niftration ; to brufh the duft of the wheels, aad oyl them 
again, or if it be found advifable to chufe a fet of new 
ones. . And this reformation is moft eafily and with leaft 
difturbance to be .effe&ed by the faciety itfelf, no fingle 
men being forbidden by any magiftrate to amend their own 
manners, and much more all focieties having the liberty to: 
bring themfelves. within compafs. But if men themfelves 
fhall omit their duty in this matter, the only juft and lawful 
way remains by the magiftrate, who, having the greateft 
truft and intereft in preferving the publick welfare, had 
need take care to redrefs in good feafon whatfoever cvorrupe- 
tions that may indanger and infeé&t the government. Other- 
wife, if the fociety itfelf fhall be fo far from correGing its 
own exorbitances, as to defend them even to the offence 
and invafion of the univerfality ; and if princes (hall not 
take the advantage of their errours to reduce them to reafon ; 
this work, beingon both fides negle@ed, falls to the peo- 
plesfhare, from which God defend every good — 


3 G2 For 


380 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED.. 


For though all commations be unlawful, yet by this meane 
they prove unavoidable. In all things that are infenfible 
there is neverthelefs a natural force alwayes operating to ex- 
pel and rejeé&t whatfoever is contrary to their fubfiftence. 
And the fenfible but brutifh creatures herd together as if 
it were in counfel againft their common inconveniencies, 
and imboldened by their multitude, rebel even againft man 
_ their lord and mafter. _And the common people in all places 
partake fo much of fenfe and nature, that, could they be 
imagined and contrived to be irrational, yet they would fer- 
ment and tumultuate at laft for their own prefervation. Yet 
neither do they want the ufe of reafon, and perhaps their 
agsregated judgment difcerns moft truly the errours of go- 
vernment, forafmuch as they are the firft to be fure that 
{mart under them. In this only they come to be fhort 
fighted, that though they know the difeafes, they under- 
{ftand not the remedies, and though good patients, they are 
ill phyficians. . The magiftrate only is: authorized, quali- 
fied, and capable to make a juft and effe@ual reformation, 
and efpecially among the Ecclefiafticks. For in all expe- 
rience, as far as I can remember, they have never been 
forward to fave the prince that labour. If they had, there 
would have been no Wickliffe, no Huffe, no Luther in 
hiftory. Or at leaft, upon fo notable an emergency as 
the laft, the church of Rome would then in the council of 
Trent have thought of rectifying itfelf in. good earneft, that 
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it might have recovered its ancient character: whereas it 
_ left the fame divifions much wider, and the chriftian peo- 
ple. of the world to fuffer, proteftants under popifh gover- 
nors, popifh under proteftants, rather than let go any point 
of interefted ambition. The inftances made by the empe- 
rour, and by theking of France, with their propofals for. 
reformation, the indeavours of fundry great and religious 
prelates, and among the reft the archbifhop of Granada, | 
whom I named on a former occafion, all came to nothing : 
and I wifh our later times did not furnifh us with : parallels. 
of the fame nature. What I have faid thus far con- 
cerning the Ecclefiafticks, I have faid with great regret 5 
and it would be yet greater did not the imputation upon . 
fuch particular perfons as are culpable on thefe accounts fet 
off the multitude of thofe that are commendable for the | 
contrary with a fuller luftre. But as to our church, as. 
wifh that none therein could come within this reflexion, yet 
truly there are not fo many notorious defects in its govern 
ment, that any can fufpect me to have directed this difcourfe 
to’thofe reverend perfons that are the guides of it; and who, 
if they would but add a little more moderation to their. 
_ great prudence, might quickly mend what is to be mended, to 
the great quiet of themfelves, and edification of the people. 
In this one matter only of the ceremonial controverfie in 
eur church, I muft confefs my, want of capacity, which E 
have reafon in all other things to acknowledge ; and though 
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indeed our ecclefiaftical governours have the law herein upon 
their fide, it befitted them however to have feen that the dif- 
pute fhould have been managed even on their part with more 
humanity: which having been otherwife, has drawn me, 
as it might any man elfe, beyond mine own difhdence to fay 
what I thought expedient. Even the church of Rome, 
_ which cannot be thought the moft negligent of things that 
concern her intereft, does not, that I know of, lay any 
great ftrefs upon rituals and ceremonials, fo men agree in 
doGrine: nor do I remember that they have perfecuted any 
upon that account, but left the feveral churches in the pri- 
viledge of their own fafhion.. Infomuch that in the very 
ritual of the mals, the moft religious part of their worfhip, 
the Mofarabe teremonies are allowed where formerly prac- 
tifed, in which horfes and fencings are introduced after the 
manner of the Moores, which Antonius of Valtellina af- 
firmed to have a great myfterie and fignification in them, 
‘but that thereby that mafs fo differed from the Roman, that 
-no Italian would think it were a mafs, fhould he fee it cele- 
brated. Ihave as much as poflible difengaged my mind 
from all bias and partiality, to think how or what prudence 
men of fo great piety and learning as the guides of our 
church could find out all along, it being now near an 
hundred and fifty years, to prefs on and continue Mill 
impofitions in thefe matters. On the Nonconformifts part 
it is plain that they have perfifted in this difpute, becaufe 
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they have, or think they have the dire& authority of Scrip- 
ture on their fide, and to keep themfelves as remote as. 
might be from the return of that religion, from which they 
had reformed: whereas on the other fide, in the former 
times rigour was heightened with rigour, and innovation : 
multiplyed by innovation, that no.man can conjefture where. 
it would have ended. But whatever defign the ecclefiafti-- 
cal inftruments managed, it is yet to me the greateft myfterie- 
in the world how the civil magiftrate could be perfuaded to» 
intereft himfelf with all the feverity of his pawer in a mat-- 
ter fo unneceffary, fo trivial, and fo pernicious to:the pub-- 
lick quiet. For had things been left in their own ftate of © 
indifferency, it is well known that the Englith nation is. 
generally neither {o void of underftanding, civility,.obedi-- — 
ence, or devotion, but that they would long ago -have - 
voluntarily clofed and faln naturally into thofe reverent: 
manners of worfhip which would fufficiently. have expreft - 
and fuited with their religion. And when things were car-_ 
ried on to an extraordinary height by the rulers of the- 
church, they fuffered long, and even to extremity, which is. 
as much as could by any magiftrate be. expected, unlefs that - 
too were made a crime, and they muft fuffer for.fuffering. 
It is true, at laft men proceeded beyond the bounds of Chri- 
ftian moderation and patience ; and there fell out thofe dif- 
mal.effects, which, if they cannot be forgotten, ought to be: 
alwayes deplored, alwayes avoided. To conclude this mat- ° 
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ter thus far, ‘there is no command in Seripture that injoins 
the Chriftian magiftrate to lay any fuch impofitions: and 
that promife, ‘‘ that Kings fhall be nurfing-fathers to the 
‘¢ church,” is fo far from warranting any fuch thing, that it 
rather implyes. the contrary ; neither that they fhould fo 
pamper the clergy and humour their weakneffes; as to for- 
get that in our church the national multitude is more pro- . 
perly included, and that as nurfing fathers they ought to be 
careful left they overlay any of their children. Thofe there- 
fore that afcribe an abfolute and unlimited power to the 
magiftrate, will not I hopé deny them, peremptorily, to 
- proceed within the bounds of their own difcretion. And if 
our Saviour has referved fome cafes to his own. jurifdiction, 
as I fhall treat hereafter, no prince, I hope, will think it a 
diminution, but that rather he is thereby difcharged, and 
eafed of that. part of government wherein there would have 
been the moft trouble, and can be the leaft advantage. 


And that can be only in cafe of confcience, which is the 
fecond thing that in your pleafant and droling manner you 
have chofe to infift upon. I have in fome meafure fhown 
you, Mr. Neceflity Bayes, how many abfurdities you have 
incurred in managing the abfolute and unlimited ecclefiafti- 
cal power of the magiftrate as well as civil. That you may 
the more exalt that, you continue as in your former books 
to revile and debafe confcience, fo that you may put it out 
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of countenance, and out of all good conceit with itéelf. 
¢¢ * Moft mens minds or confciences,” -you have faid, ‘‘ are — 
‘© weak, filly and ignorant things, aéted by fond and abfurd 
‘ principles.’” You fay, men talk of it as of “ fome diftina 

‘¢ puppet within them, or as if it were a Pope in their bel- — 
<¢ lies + ;” whereas t¢ ‘¢ confcience,”’ you fay, is. “* an inde- 
‘terminate thing, and has no more certain a fignification 
‘¢ than the clinking of a bell, that is, as every man fancies.” 
I underftand, fir, what you mean ; ‘as the fool thinks, fo 
*¢ the confcience tinks.”?” Commend me to you, Mr. Bayes, 
for a good confcience-maker. Who that were in his wits 
would trouble himfelf with a thing fo inconfiderable ? And 
yet the mifchief is, that this is that by which every man 
muft be excufed or accufed. But the good again of that. 
mifchief is, that this will have no effeét till the day of judge-. 
ment. In the mean time I take it, I affure you, to be as 
ferious athing, as you would make it ridiculous ; and what 
I fancy by it, is humane reafon guided by the Scripture in 
order to falvation. What you determine it to be, is to be 
feen more particularly in the third chapter of your {| Eccle- 
fiaftical Politie, and fummarily in the contents: and you 
reproach me for reprefenting it as if you there “ confined 
«¢ the-whole duty of confcience to the inward thoughts of 
¢¢ the mind and its perfwafions ;”’ and this (to avoid tediouf- 
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nefs, arid that I may not return your immodeft anfwer) I fhall 
refer to the reader. If, as there you fay, ‘*the inward 
“S actions pf the mind, and matters of meer confcience” be 
made terms convertible, if ‘* mankind have a liberty of con- 
¢¢ fcience as far as cancerns their judgements, but not their 
‘¢ practifes ;” if ‘*the nature of Chriftian liberty relate to 
s‘oyr thoughts, and not ta our actions;” if * Chriftian 
« liberty confift in the reftayration of the mind af man to 
§‘ its natural liberty from the yoke of the ceremonial law ;” 
J durft almoft truft yourfelf, theugh I have no great induce- 
ment to confide in you, with the arbitration betwixt us. 
For if the inward a¢tions ef the mind only be the matters of 
meer confcience, do you not ‘confine the whole duty of 
confcience to the inward thought and perfwafions of the 
mind ? Oy, if a man would help you over the ftile, and 
allow fomething te be ¢onfcience that is not meer confci- 
ence, do not you evacuate it again in faying, that men have 
a liberty. of confcience as fay as concerns their judgements, 
but not theiy pradifesP So that here is a fecond commit. 
ment, and you have confined confcience back again to the 
inward thoughts only and perfwafions of the mind. Nay 
even, if Chriftian, liberty confift in the reftauration of the 
mind of man to its natural liberty from the Mofaical law, 
does not that tea, according to- your doctrine here, difpenfe: 
only with our judgements, but our practice is ftill, or may 
be bound up. to the obfervance of all the Mofaical inftitu- 
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fiotis. So that if you plea you may keep the lyé to your- 
felf, of whie you are fo libetal, of let i¢ femain in the mid- 
dle, till it be decided whort it ef ight belotigs to, and let 
hini take it and riiake his beft on’t: But. in this of the Jewith 
law you are itideed very diftin@, and as dogmatical aé a niatl 
would with. For you fay; that * “if the Proconful of 
* Judea fhoutd publifh a ediét that alt Chriftians thall fub- 
«© mit to cireumcifion out of regard to the eternal obligation 
«tg the law of Mofes, that were a manifeft violence to the 
“ freedom of the Gofpel: but whatever eMé he may é¢om- 
mand, fo he preténd not to any watrant of divine autho- 
6 rity ; whatever abufé it may be of his own poweér, it is no’ 
¢¢ abufe of Chriftian liberty.” So that you do not determine 
.that it would be fo much as an abufe of his own power, but. 
you do detérmine, that, if he do command not only circum- 
cifion, but whatfoever elfe, (how ftrangely comprehenfive 
aré thofe words!) it is no abufe of Chriftian liberty, But 
you are fo far in love with this notion, that you fay the 
+ °* Mofaical difpenfation being cancelled by the Gofpel, 
“ thofe indifferent things that had, been made neceffary by 
“‘ a divine pofitive command, returned to their own nature, 
“ to.be ufed or omitted only as occafion fhould dire@.” So 
that here you plainly affert what you left difputable in the 
former paflage, that the magiftrate may, if he pleafe, law- 
fully introduce and fet up the Jewifh religion again among 
7 3D2. §  Chriftians. 
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Chriftians. °Tis a fad café in the mean time, and truly if 
our Saviour’s cancelling the Mofaical law do but render the 
fame indifferent, I am afraid that his confirming of the magi- 
ftrate’s ecclefiaftical power, that you told us of, is not much 
better, and had no greater validity. But I do not now won- 
der that you faid it was in the power of the magiftrate to 
eftablith what religion he took to be moft advantageous : 
for I {ee you are an honeft man of your word, and meant it 
in good earneft. He may command whatfoever he pleafes. 
He may fet up the whole Jewifh religion as occafion fhall 
dire&. Whither in God’s name will thefe ceremonies of 
ours lead us at laft, what fhall we come to? I fee there is 
nothing divine or humane fo unalterable or fo facred, no 
liberty that belongs to. men or to Chriftians, that you are not. 
ready to violate and proftitute to your ownend ; and you 
will turn any thing Jew or Heathen, and preach up others. - 
to it rather than lofe a {peculation, or be foyled in an argu- 
ment. , Whereas no man hath divefted himfelf of any natu- 
ral liberty, as he is a man, by profefling himfelf a Chriftian, 
but one liberty operates within the other: more effectually, . 
and ftrengthen themfelves better by that double title.. Efpe- 
cially if your rule hold, in this cafe ; ‘* that our Saviour 
‘¢ hath confirmed what he hath not reverfed.’"" For as to 
this particular of the Mofaical law, Chrift has abrogated it 
for ever in perpetuity ; and it muft fure be a very pretty 
doérine this of yours, that fo the antecedent neceffity be ~ 

taken 
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taken away, the magiftrate may erect it again by a fubfe- 
quent. Soin conclufion our Saviour has done juft nothings. 
neither indeed could he by your argument : and the Chri- 
ftian fubje@ being only at liberty in his judgement, is not-: 
withftanding obliged in obedience to conform: to the whole 
Jewifh ceremonial, as oft as the magiftrate may think it 
expedient. But I fay, you ought to know and acknowledge- 
that our Saviour has eftablithed Chriftianity to indure till* 
his fecond coming ; and hath in the inftitution of that reli-- 
gion Condefcendéd; though he might have exacted both, to 
be himfelf treated without ceremony, fo that ‘were fu pplyed’ 
by reality. For Chriftianity has obliged men to very hard‘ 
duty, and ranfacks their very thoughts, not being contented’ 
with an unblameablenefs as to the law, ner with:an external” 
righteoufnefs : it aims all at that which is fincere and folid;' 
and having laid that weight upon the con{cience, which wilh 
be found fufficient for any honeft man to walk under, it 
hath not preffed and’ loaded men further with the burthen-: | 
of ritual and ceremonial: traditions and: impofitions.’ For: 
whether indeed: they be fo heavy as they appear to the fcru-- 
pulous, yet they are not fo light, to be fure,; as you would: 
perfwade men: and moft creatures know when they: have: 

their juft load, nor can you make them go if you add’ more. 
~ In conclufion, tt is moft certain that as our Saviour has exacted” . 
thofe duties which are neceflary with more declarative 'ftti@— 
nefs from Chriftians, than was under any other religion, and 
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- thereby bound the confcience to a feverer fcrutiny within 
itfelf over all our performances; fo hath he gratified them 
on the other part with larger exemptions and privileges from 
things indifferent and unneceffary. And it is a grofs abufe, 
whofoever ftrives to limit Chriftian liberty only from the 
Jewith ceremonial law, which you too will hardly grant us. 
But whatfoever general rules, laws and precepts are given 
in Scriptute, and miore particularly in the New Teftament, 
to direct the magiftrate in the moderation of his power in 
things of this nature, do make up the great charter of Chri- 
ftian liberty; and they may juftly plead it. °*Tis true that 
the decifion aad punifhment of thofe that fhall tranfgrefs 
therein if they be fupreme magiftrates is referved to God’s 
tribunal, and the appeal thither, which you almoft laugh 
at, is the moft proper: but the law by which thofe that 
offend their weak brother, will then be proceeded upon, 
is.very legible, both having been dictated. by our Saviour 
himfelf and by his apoftles. Yet though the fupreme ma- 
giftrate cannot be queftioned, I am not atall doubtful but 
that he may punifh any fuch tranfgreffion in. his fubalternals 
_. and fubftitutes: and if it would pleafe God to infpire the 
hearts. of princes. to curb that fanguinary and unchriftian 
{pirit of thofe that for their own corrupt ends make go- 
vernment fo unmeafie to princes; fo that we might once 
come to the experiment how happy a prince and people 
might be under a plain and. true Chriftian. adminiftration, I 
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believe all men, and efpecially princes, would be fo fatisfyed, . 
and in love with it, that they would make it treafon to give- 
themany contrary counfel. : 


- But the occafion of all this medly and hoch-poch that: 
you njake in matters of meer confcience, and of mixt con-- 
{cience, in the liberty of Chriftians as to their judgment, but- 
not to their practice, of the magiftrates power to impofe: 
things by a fubfequent, fo he do it not by an antecedent: 
neceffity ; is from your ignorance of divine and humane’ 
things, which makes you jumble them fo together that'you. 
cannat diftinguifh of their feveral obligations, Or elfe it 
is your voluntary and affected perverting of your own know-= 
ledge, i in the fame manner as in Turky they turn themfelves . 
fo long giddy, till they can neither think nor fee what is- 
before them, and fall down in an extafie fit for infpiration. . 
Or it is that you may thus contribute to your own maxime, - 
and, feeing ‘‘ governars muft keep their people from, nk- 
‘‘ ing into too much ignorance, or rifing to too-much know-- 
* ledge in matters of, * ta do your part in muffling | 
them up to play before you at the blind-man-buff of con- 
fcience *. For whereas you’ quote out of the. firft of. 
Peter, ¢. li. v. 13, 15. ° ** Submit to every ordinance of man 
‘¢ for the Lord's fake, for fo is the. will of God, that with. 
‘¢ well-doiag you may put to filence the ignorance of foolifh | 
‘6 men,’ it appears as if you had on purpofe omitted what 


comes — 
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comes between in the latter end of the 13th and the whole 
a4th verfe: ‘* Whether it be to the king, as fupreme, or unte 
“‘ sovernors, as unto them that are fent by him for the punifh- 
“¢ ment of evil doers, and for the praife of them that do well :” 
and you neglect in the 16th verfe, ** As free, and not ufing 
“your liberty as a cloke of malicioufnels,” the conclufion 
‘¢ but as the fervants of God :” and as free you print in the 
common charaéter, that men may not, unlefs they look in 
the Bible, difcern that it is part of the text. Thefe are 
pretty little contrivances. But if this be confidered in the 
whole, it feems to me that * by every ordinance of man”’ is 
not meant every law of man, but the governors themfelves, 
whether fupreme or fubftitute. And that fubmiffion not to 
-be intended fingly converning an active obedience : for few 
men will offer to fay that if ordinances fhould be interpreted 
by laws, men ought fo to obey every law ; for their duty is 
defcribed ‘‘as free,” and * as the fervants of God ;” fo that 
whenfoever thofe come to be contradiftinguifhed, not man 
but God is to be obeyed. And therefore this Apoftie, and fo 
all the reft did actively difobey by preaching the gofpel, and 
in particular Saint Paul perceived another kind of neceffity 
than yours; ‘ neceffity was laid upon him to preach the 
<¢ gofpel.” And you may find in the ixth to the Hebrews 
that thofe ordinances which you contend ftill to be lawful, 
are abfolutely voided. For ‘the firft covenant alfo had or- 


“¢ dinances of divine fervice, and a worldly fanftuary.” And © 
v. 
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<¢y, ro. it ftood only in meats and drinks and divers wafh- 
*¢ings and carnal ordinances impofed on them until the 
‘time of reformation.” And you cannot unlefs you {hut 
your eyes butdifcern Col. ii. 14. that our ‘* Saviour has 
*¢ blotted out the hand writing of ordinances, and taken 
_ Cit out of the way, nailing it to his crofs.’’ Neither in the 
xiii. to the Romans, does it appear to me otherwife than 
that therefore men ought not to contemn, contradié, refift 
the magiftrate, who indeed is the ordinance of God accord- 
ing to that text and others; but in the fame place it is evi- 
dent, that, as to active obedience to governours in particu- 
Jar cafes, the matter muft be decided betwixt God and every 
mans Conlcience. And I muft defire you ftill to remember 
that by confcience I underftand humane reafon acting by 
the rule of Scripture, in order to obedience to God and a 
man’s own falvation. But you, not content to have faid that 
the ‘ * magiftrate hath power to make that a particular of 
*¢ the Divine Law which God hath not made fo,” do avow- 
edly and plainly make all humane laws that do not coun- 
tenance vice, or difgrace the Deity, to be particulars of the 
Divine Law, and that to break any other law than fuch, 
isa fin, and that * all laws civil as well as ecclefiaftical 
‘¢ equally oblige the confcience,” and upon pain of dam- 
nation. So that hereby whatfoever is enacted on earth is 
at the fame time enacted in heaven. Every law carries 
along with it the pain of excommunication. Whatfoever 


: * Eccl. Pol. p. 80. 
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the magiftrate binds on earth is bound in heaven: and he 
delivers every man who tranfgrefles.in cart wheels, and. the 
number of horfes in his team, or that buries not in flannel, 
overto Satan. There is no Chriftian magiftrate, but, if he 
thought the matter went fo high, he would be very tender 
how he made laws, ‘and rather than multiply them to thedam- 
nation of his good fubjeéts, he would bear with many a pub- 
lic inconvenience. But this defperate maxime (though what 
I am going to fay is unavoidable, yet I do it with reverence) 
does impofe upon God’s confcience, that he muft make 
that a fin which was not fo before the magiftrate commanded 
the duty; it makes God to be the magiftrate’s minifter ; 
and, whereas the law-giver contents himfelf with the pe- 
nalty that .the law exacts in cafe of failure, neverthelefs at 
the fame time he obliges God to execute damnation upon the 
offender. I am almoft confident that the Divine Juftice 
would never have. been thus far at the magiftrate’s beck, 
but that you have told God, that ‘“*he muit of neceflity 
‘orant him .at leaft thus much power ;”’ and therefore I 
muft confefs there is no help for it. Will you never be 
afhamed of .this.damning and damned dodtrine? It were 
better that all uniformity had never been invented, than 
that it fhould be upheld by fuch theology. But I will not 
fall into a further tranfport, feeing fome allowance is to. be 
given you, by reafon of your ancient acquaintance, and 
your prefent friendfhip with the Nonconformifts; which 
obliges you to do them all good ofhices, and therefore, like 

that 
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that Italian, “you would not do them an half’ courtefie, but 
contrive to’ kill: their bodies and damn their fouls with one 
labour. Are there not many cuftoms that have gained the 
force of laws ?' Are there not many perfons that are ignorant 
of feveral laws-that are‘ made? Are there tot many laws that 
by difufe are prown obfolete and ftand: yet unrepeated ? What 
would you in this cafe-advife God to dé with poor: finners ? 
Wilk nothing ferve-but’ Het-fire; orwill you agree that there 
may be: fome- gentler limbo: prepared for them, where they 
may fweat out their guiltinefs ?° It is impoffible in fuch grofs 
abfurdities, but that a man fhould {peak to the quick, thought 
never fo defirous to. treat’ of? faered. things with due. reve- 
fenee. ‘But moreover whatfoever obligations may be put 
upon riankind; they are to be expounded by that great and 
fundamental law of mercy: And 'therefore it was that our 
Saviour; ' evert-in the cafe of «2 divine pofitive- law, declared 
accordingly and ‘interpreted: the meaning of, “TI will have 
“ merey and not facrifice,” as a genetal difpenfation in all 
things that come within: that refpe@ and confideration: — 
But to proceed further, F fay, with fubmiffion ftilt to better 
judgements, and efpecially to fuperiors, that I conceive the 
magiftrate, asin Scripture deferibed, is the ordinance of God 
conftituting him, and’ the orditiance of man: affenting: to 
his: dominion. — For there’ is not. now any exprefs revelation, 
no in{piration of a prophet, nor unétion of that nature as 
to the declaring of that. particular perfon that is to govern. 

3 E 2 Only 
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Only God hath in general commanded and difpofed men te 
be governed. And the particular perfon reigns according 
to that right, more or lefs refpectively, which under God’s 
providence he or his predeceffors have lawfully acquired over 
the fubje@. Therefore I take the magiftrate’s power to be — 
from God, only in a providential conftitution ; and the 
nature of which is very well and reverently expreffed by 
princes themfelves, ‘“‘ By the grace of God King of, &c.” 
but I donot underftand that God has thereby imparted and 
devolved to the magiftrate his Divine JurifdiGion. God 
that fees into the thoughts of mens hearts, and to whom 
both prince and fubjects are accountable, fees not as man 
fees, nor judges as he judges; but is his own meafure and 
the firft re@itude. But for the magiftrate, it is furely fufi- 
cient that God has fortify’d him witha divine law that he 
may not be refifted: but his adminiftration is. humane;: 
neither is it poffible either for him to exact or men to pay 
him more than a civil obedience in thofe laws. which he con- 
ftituteth. Otherwife it were in his power not only, as fome _ 
and Caligula for example, to decree that he is God, but. 
even to be fo. God furely, although it does for the moft part 
_ or ought to fall out that the fame action is a fin againft. 

God, and a difobedience to the humane law, punithes the. 
fact fo far as he fees and knows in himfelf that it is finful 
and contrary to the eternal rule of juftice: but an humane 
Jaw can create only an humane obligation; and unlefs the 
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breach chance likewife to be againft fome exprefs Divine 
Law, I cannot fee but that.the offender is guilty not to God, 
but onely to the magiftrate, and hath expiated his offence by 
undergoing the penalty. 


I fhould be very fotry to.diffleminate, ina matter fo 
weighty, any errour, nay even an unfeafonable or dange- 
rous truth; none being more defirous or more fenfible of 
the neceffity of publick obedience. And therefore as I 
have confulted none to make them confcious or culpable — 
of what miftake I may run into, fo if any fhall convince 
me of one herein, I fhall ingenuoufly retra& it. But if 
this appear to be fufficient in reafon for the preferving of 
government, “tis probable that it will prove to be fo like- 
wife in fa, and that there is no further provifion made for 
the magiftrate. I do fuppofe therefore that the true ftrefs 
and force of laws lyes in their aptitude and convenience 
for the general good of the people ; and no. magiftrate is 
fo wanton as to make laws meerly out of the pleafure 
of legiffation, but out of the profpect of fome utility 
to the publick. Few fubjects are fo capable as to ima- 
gine any further obligation:. neither does that opinion. 
lean towards atheifm, but proceeds rather from an honour- 
able appréhenfion concerning God; that he could not in- 
ftitute government to the prejudice of mankind, or ‘exact. 
obedience to laws. that are deftructive to fociety. | There-. 
rr re : fore, . 
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fore, as.long as the magiftrate fhall provide laws that. ap- 
peat ufeful in the experiment, the whole people will ftand 
by him to exact obedience from the refractory, and purfue 
them likea common enemy. But if it fall out otherwife, 
that the laws are inconvenient in the practice, men are fo 
fenfible of that, and fo dull in divinity, that, fhould the 
legiflator perfift never fo much, he would danger to be left 
in the field very fingle; and fhould you, Mr.. Neceflity 
Bayes, inculcate your heart out, the auditory would {carce 
be converted. Indeed how is it poffible to imagine, and to 
what purpofe, that ever any magiftrate . fhould make laws 
but for a general advantage? and who again but would be 
glad to abrogate them when he finds them pernicious to 
his government ? and therefore it is very ufual to make at 
firft probationary laws,. and for fome term of years only.; 
that both the law-giver and the fubje& may fee.at leifure how 
proper they are and fuitable to the effe& for which. they 
were intended. And indeed all laws.however are but pro- 
bationers of time; and, though meant for. perpetuity,. yet, 
when unprofitable, do as they were made by common con- 
fent, fo expire by univerfal negle&, and without repeal 
grow obfolete. There is again, befide the convenience of a 
law, another fecurity in the penalty. For becaufe few 

laws are fo perfect or convenient, but that fome man will 
_ out of a vicious temper or intereft tranfgrefs them ; the pe- 
nalties too of pecuniary mulGs, or of life, or limb, or 
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- liberty and whatfoever elfe are neceflary, anddoubtlefs the 
magiftrate does therein hold the balance of juftice, and 
weigh the punifhment as near..as may be, .that.it-fhould be 
proportionable tothe offeace. -And out of that care itis, 
that governors make: the fame fault fometimes capital, other- 
whiles pecuniary, .other, imprifonment, &c. ‘but that, 
whatfoever it is, being once undergone, all men reckon 
that the magiftrate and juftice are fatisfted. ‘For indeed. 
how can humane laws bind beyond the declared intention: of 
the magiftrate in them? They who ebey them find therein. 
their convenience and reward,. they who break themtke ‘pu- 
nifhment: and upon thofe two.wheels all: government hath. 
turned. But to make all obedience matter. of falvation, is 
_a note that I believe no tyrant ever thought of : and it would. 
-be fome trouble to calculate,. when a law is altered here 
‘upon earth, and the fame offence fhall one year be capital,. 
and the next year perhaps thought fit to be finable, how 
far the judicature of Heaven takes the fame meafures, as it 
isa fin, in the damnation: or fuppofe the crime be par- 
doned here, why fhould not the malefa@or plead it too in 
Heaven? or how came it that ‘* the parliament 3° Caro/, 
‘¢ whatfoever they were by the laws of the land, were no- 
“< torious rebels by all the laws of the Gofpel *?”” You fay 
they are no laws unlefs they oblige the confcience. It is no 
preat matter however: for if they be not laws they are at 
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leaft halters; and the obligation of that without confcience 
will be fufficiently effectual. It was, you know, an order 
in one government that he that propofed a new law fhould 
- appear with an halter about his neck in the aflembly; it 
being thought reafonable that he fhould know his own neck 
would be concerned as well as others in the inconvenience. 
But for fuch an ecclefiaftical law-giver as you, I know not 
what memento were competent ; who bring in a Jaw that 
whofoever fhall difobey any ftatute, nay any bye-law, though 
he deferves not-to be hanged, nor to be fined ten pounds, 
yet fhall in a trice and the very fame moment be damned. 
You fhould, before you thus confounded all humane and di- 
vine things together, have at leaft refleéted upon affairs 
nearer your underftanding, to what purpofe then have all 
thofe former contefts been managed, whether epifcopacy 
were jure divino or jure humano? whether refidence ina 
man’s living were by divine or by canon law ? in which laft 
controverfie the archbifhop, whom I minded you of at your 
frege of Granada determined it to be of divine obligation. © 
But the Pope faid that to declare that the non-refident 
fhould incur the deprivation of the benefice, would be a 
readier way and much more effectual. And that is indeed 
too experienced a truth that humane penalties do more 
powerfully affect mens obedience than divine obligations. 
But therefore as it is unlawful to palliate with God and 
enervate his laws into an humane only and politick confide- 
ration 
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ration; fo-is it on the other fide unlawful and unnecefiary, © 
to give to common and civil conftitutions a divine fanction ; 
and it is fo far from an owning of God’s jurifdiction, that 
it isan invafion upon it. Now that I may more manifeftly 
and further evidence, that, how horrid foever this opinion 
be which I object to you, yet I have not in the leaft aggra- 
vated your fenfe or words; it may be neceflary, knowing 
what manner of man I have to deal with, to prefs you and 
inftance a little clofer in that one particular of the jejunium 
Cacilianum, or the Wednefday faft, in the 5° Elizabethz, to 
which purpofe it is material that the original claufe be cited. 
Tis thus, ‘‘ And becaufe no manner of perfon fhall mif- 
“¢ judge of the intent of this ftatute containing orders to eat 
‘‘ fifh, and forbear eating of flefh, but that the fame is pro- 
_ © perly intended and meant politickly, for theincreafe of fith- 
‘¢ ermen and mariners, and repairing of port-townsand naviga- 
‘ tion, and not for fuperftitionto be maintained in, in choice 
“‘ ofmeats ; be it enacted, that whofoever fhall by teaching, 
‘¢ writing, or open fpeech notifie that any eating of fith or 
“‘ forbidding of fleth, mentioned in this a@, is of any ne- 
“¢ ceflity for the faving of the foul of man, or that it is the. 
“‘ fervice of God, otherwife than as other politick laws are 
“ and be, then that fuch perfons fhall be punifhed as {pread- 
“ers of falfe news.' This act to laft for ten years, &c. *” 
Now upon confideration of what you maintain and quote 
Vou. II. 3 F out 
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out of a late learned prelate, whom you leave namelefs, 
that you might have the honour of it; ‘ then the law is no 
‘“* law at all, and if it be not tyed upon the confcience, it 
‘< is no fin to break it, and to keep it is no duty *:”’ and 
adding hereunto what you fay in the Reproof, upon this oc- 
cafion ; ‘* I will challenge you and. all your party of man- 
‘kind to maintain that whatever enaéts a law with this 
_ © provifo, that it fhall not bind in confcience, enaéts no 
‘‘ law; whether therefore the claufe were added by Cecil 
“or by the parhament, I am not concerned ; and though. 
‘© you fhould throw in the Queen and Convocation, and all, 
“<T care not, I will declare that they were all miferably 
“¢ out.in their divinity +:° I fay, confidering this, I am. 
very jealous.that neither your late learned prelate, nor you 
ever. read. the claufe, but took it up at adventure. For 
there is not a. word of confcience in the whole claufe, and: 
if you would mount what is {aid to mean confcience, the 
claufe does not however exclude it, for it runs you fee thus: 
‘¢ or that it-is the fervice of God otherwife than as all other 
‘¢ politick laws are and be: Indeed at this rate you may 
fay and make what you pleafe. But it is plain that this 
 claufe which is a part of the act, and you call impertinent, 
was inferted with moft exemplary and chriftian prudence, to 
avoid not only apparent manifeft evil, but the very appear- 
ance.of evil, and to fhow the perfwafion of thofe times, 
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though it prove fo contrary te yours, that the ordinances of 
meats and drinks were fo abolifhed by our Saviour, that this 
act could not concern men in their falvation: and therefore 
too they made it but a probationer, that the fubje& alfo 
might have time to try the convenience or inconvenience. 

Therefore, Sir, I would advife you to go to your ftatute 
book, and fee whether the a@ be continued or repealed ; 
left at any time you have incurred not only the penalty of 
falfe news, ‘by teaching, writing and open fpeech,” but 
left you have unwittingly run yourfelf into damnation, ac- 
cording to your own doétrine, by difobeying the a&. But as 
to your ‘‘ throwing in the Queen and Convocation too, 
“and that they were all wretchedly out in divinity ;” you 
might have confidered whether Archbifhop Parker were not 
there among them, who methinks, how light foever all the 
reft were, might have weighed fomething in your balance. 

This however is according to your wonted bravery, Mr. 

Bayes, and, as your camarade faid of the criticks, fo Queen, 
Parliament, Convocation, when they are not of your mind, 
«¢ haveno more wit in them than fo many hobby-horfes * :” 
and as, Mr. Johnfon replyed thereupon, *‘ you have faid 
¢¢ enough of them in confcience.” Youare it feems your- 
felf the man you mention in your Platonick Philofophy : Celfa 
qui mentis 7 arce Defpicis errantes, hasenanie Senacula ridens +. 


| 3 F 2. | And 
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And you look down upon thefe odde paffages of humane 
laws, at the fame time you make them divine, as very def- 
picable *. Since you are come to be the Cardinal Deacon, 
you look, as you fay the Cardinals of Rome exprefs it, upon 
all fecular affairs as the uaderfbrievalties of that life, with 
great fofego and calmnefs. From what I have alledged of 
yours in this claufe, I hope it is evident, that you do main- 
tain not only that ftatute, but all others to bind under pain 
of damnation. What need I trouble myfelf in proving it 
out on you? *Tis what you contend avowedly to make us: 
believe, _ ‘* God has annexed,” you fay, ‘* the fame penal- 
“€ ties to difobedience to man’s laws as his own +.’ Hence- 
forth I pray do not criticize fo feverely upon Calvine, nor 
upbraid him with his orrendum decretum of divine predefti- 
nation :. for at this rate ‘you will make every humane law as 
horrible and terrible... Take heed: of hooking things up to 
heaven in this manner; for, though you: look, for fome 
advantage from it, you may chance to raife them above your 
reach, and if you do not faften and rivet them very well 
when you have them there, they will come down again with 
fuch a fwinge, that if you ftand not out of the way, they 
may bear you down further than-you thought of. I affure 
you Tam fore afraid, and very forry for it, that not only 
you, but all your clergy of England, are in a way to be 
damned. For there is a law that hath all the force and 
| validity 

s  ® Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 18, | + Eccl. Pol. p. 260. - j 
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validity that any ecclefiaftical or civil conftitution can carry 
among us, and fomething more to boot ; which was per- 
haps the reafon that you faid the Anabaptifts were fo much 
in the right ; that is, in the order of publick baptifm in the 
Common Prayer Book. For the words are thefe, ‘“* The 


‘‘ prieft; if they fhall certifie him that the child may well. 


“ indure it, fhall dip it in the water difcreetly and warily ;. _ 


“ but if. they do certifie that the child is weak, it fhall fuf: 
‘¢ fice to pour water upon it.” This is in a matter of no lefs 
moment than the Sacrament of initiation into Chriftianity = 
and you: know very well what is neverthelefs: the: practice, 
and you have in your doétrine informed us of the confe- 
quence. ‘Therefore, in my humble opinion, it were better 
for you, Mr. Bayes, to {peak civilly of princes, whenfoever, 
like nurfing fathers or nurfing mothers, they fpeak tenderly 
of things’ relating to the confcience and falvation of their 
fubje@s : though indeed either it feems they muft’ them- 
felves learn a new divinity, or teach you better manners. 
And you would do well and wifely not to ftretch, gold-beat, 
and wire-draw humane laws thus to heaven : left they grow 
thereby too flender to hold, and lofe in ftrength what they 
gain by extenfion and rarefaction. Reverend Mr. Hooker 
ought to have ferved you for a better example, who though : 
he was willing to drive this nail as far as it would go, yet; 
having {pent his whole eighth book in Gifting the obligation. 
of humane laws, concludes his whole Ecclefiaftical- Politie 
| with 
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with thefe words, - ‘“ Difabedience therefore unto’ liws 
§¢ which ave made by’ the magiftrate, is not a thing of fo 
46 fmall account as fome would make it. However too 
“ rigorous it were, that the breach of every humane law 
‘¢ fhould be held a ‘deadly fin. A mean there is between 
-  thofe extremities, if fo be we can find it out.” You might 
have done wifely to have imitated his modefty. And no 
lefs pernicious is all that you fay further in this - matter 
which I named publick confcience. Forafmuch as you 
faid, that, “ ig cafes of publick concern mens wills and 
' “ judgements ‘are ‘to be directed and determined by the 
‘¢ commands.and determinations of the pudlick conftience.”” 
She is a Lady doubtlefs of great quality and virtue; I fhould 
be glad to know her lodging, and be better acquainted with 
her: though often it happens that there is: little difference 
betwixt publick and proftitute. But fhe being very gene- 
rous, ‘¢ if there be any fin in her commands, will herfelf — 
‘© anfwer for it,” and -difcharge you of all danger; ‘* fhe will 
‘“< warrant your obedience,: and hallow, or at leaft excufe 
your action.” Do what you will with her, ‘* the will 
‘ fecure you from fin, if not from errour.” She « will 
‘‘ render your actions virtuous, whatever they are in them- 
“ felves.” °Tis the beft woman that ever was born. And 
further, ‘a doubting confcience muft alwayes at leaft as 
*©much fright us from difobeying, as from’ obeying ‘any 
 $©humane law.” Ay, private confcience is a meer trol- 
5 lop 
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lop to her, an old beldam fuperannuate, and a bulbegger fit 
to fright children. Thefe ar-/eaffs are the very {pirit and 
flame of cafual theology. Frighted at leaft as much on this 
fide, and frighted at leaft as much on that fide.. What will 
become at this rate of the poor fimple doubter? He will be in 
as bad acafe as you, when you were diftracted betwixt your 
bookfeller and your comfortable importance: or, like a horfe, 
he may ftand and ftarve between two equal hay-cocks ; or 
hangin an at-/eaf? betwixt heaven and hell till the day of 
judgement. Nay, but to aveid that inconvenience, ‘ if: 
“© we would {peak properly, the commands of authority 
“© perfectly determine and evacuate all doubtfulnefs and irre- 
 folution of confcience * :” fo that now, inftead of what the 
Apoftle faid, ‘* He that deubts. is damned if he eat,” the 
bufinefs is fheer altered, and if he doubts, he is therefore 
damned. And all your feventh and eighth: chapters” of 
Ecclefiaftical Politie {warm with fuch affirmative and impe- 
rative divinity: So that you need not have aftonifhed your-. 
felf, when you find it out after long confideration, “ that 
‘ my book was rather a cenfure than.a confutation,’”. (yet! 
that too others will judge of :) meither ought you to have 
taken it fo ill, though -I had only’ /guirted, as you call it,: 
at your thefis and.corollaries, unlefs you knew that fyringing’ 
had-been, ‘ if we would fpeak properly,” more fuitable to 
your diftemper. But toconclude this matter. Whatfoever 


, s¢ villainy,”* 
* Eccl. Pol. p. 287 _ 
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‘¢ villainy,” you fay, ° there is in thofe mens religion who 
‘¢ diftinguifh betwixt grace and morality,” and how modern 
foever that orthodoxy, I am fure thefe opinions of yours are 
of an higher tinéture : but becaufe it is a theology of your 
own begetting, ’tis reafon to let you to have the naming of it. 
But ’tis likely to prove a very wicked wretch ; and, fhould it 
grow up, as in probability at this rate, under your inftruc- 
tion and education, its malice would foon fupply its age, 
and "twill take very defperate courfes: and what end it will 
come to, you may eafily imagine. I hope, neverthelefs, that 
this doctrine is yet an alien in our church, and therefore, 
if for fome notorious offence it come to its twelve god- 
fathers, .-let it have, however, its priviledge, and be tryed 
per medietatem confcientia. ‘There is one thing more in your 
difcuffion of Chriftian liberty concerning the. Gnofticks, 
whom you very frequently parallel the Nonconformitts ; 
which, would I feek for new matter of mirth, or ftir up 
freth controverfies, does adminifter me abundant occafion. 
But I fhall defer that till your Diagnofticks be better. For 
Iam afraid you take that as you do many things elfe, upon 
truft ; and, fhould you, upon further confultation with your 
chronologers, difcern that their herefie began not till after the 
_ death of the Apoftles, you would be fhrewdly difappointed 
to find yourfelf guilty of the P/eudonymos Gnofis, in that 
particular. That which in my former book I called your 
_ third play, of Moral _— ha here act over again; but 
with 
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with fo trivial levity, that indeed I perceive I did yow injury 
in calling it fo.; for I fee it.is but an old farfe new vamped. 
And truly here efpecially, but. thozow your whole Reproof, 
it feems. that you do.not trouble yourfelf fo much about the 
weight of the matter, as difquiet your mind with an emula- 
tion of wit, of which you ought to be a good hufband, for 
you, come by it very hardly. Whether I have any atall, I 
know not ; neither, further than it is not fit for me to reject © 
any good quality wherewith God may have indued me, do 
I much care: but wauld be glad to part with it very eafily 
for any thing intellectual, that is folid and ufeful. Neither 
therefore do I at all complain or trouble myfelf, though I fee 
you borrow or fteal it before my face, and that you ‘ turn” 
(with what felicity let. others. judge) ‘three parts of my 
own baok,” as you fay you could, “ upon me.”” Much . 
good do you with it, I will never queftion you for’t. But 
therefore when you fhould have been treating here with due 
gravity concerning the mofk ferious fubje& perhaps in all 
Chniftianity, you fall a moufing about the definition of a. 
quibble. You need. not upbraid me with that which is the 
beft of your fcience ; and I forefee within a few pages that 
I {hall difcover you to be mueb: better at it than I am, and 
that you are (if it be a quibble it befits you) a meer word- 
pecker. You have, contrary to all architecture and good 
ceconomy, made a frow-houfe in your upper roome, which 
indeed was philofophically done of you, feeing you bear 

Vou. II. 3 G your 
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your head fo high as if it were in or above the middle region, 
and fo you thought it fecure from melting. But you did 
not at the fame time confider that your brain is fo hot, that 
the wit is diffolved by it, and is always dripping away at the 
ificles of your nofe. But it freezes ayain, I confefs, as foon 
as it falls down; and hence it proceeds that there is no paf- 


{age in my book, deep or fhallow, but with a chill and key- 
‘cold conceit you can ice it in a moment, and flide fhere over 
it without fcatches. But, having done that, you fhew 
yourfelf mightily offended that I have upon this fubje@ of 
‘grace told you, that ‘‘ if it be refolved into morality, I think 
‘aman may almoft as well make God too to be only a 
‘¢ notional and moral exiftence.”’ I have told you that I | 
forefaw every where at what you would -be carping ; fo I 
did here, and neverthelefs thought fit to exprefs it fo upon 
good deliberation: and could you now have held your 
tongue, you had heard no more of it; whereas, now I am 
obliged frankly to fatisfie you of my feverall reafons. And 
‘tis firft upon occafion of your Tentamina Phyfico-Theologica 

before mentioned, which you dedicated to my Lord Arch- 
bifhop ; it being your farft addrefs to Ecclefiaftical Fortune, 
and an eflay by writing againft Atheifme, to gain authority 
to whatfoever doctrine you fhould afterwards diffeminate. 
I fhould not fay what follows, did I think I could thereby 
offend my Lord Archbifhop, who having the overfight of 
this whole church upon him; does, of courfe, and confci- 
entioully, 
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' entioufly, doubtlefs, tranfmit fuch applicatory difcourfes to 
his chaplains. So I fuppofe you befpoke Dodtor Grigg to 
make a favourable report in your behalf, and give you, as 
he did, a caft of his office in the licenfe. I muft deduce the 
thing to make it clear to you. As foon as I opened the 
book at the title, and faw the author’s name, if you be the 
- fame perfon, I met with sypis A. M. ‘but we two not being 
then acquainted, furely you could not prophefie that I fhould 
be the man that fhould print you in fo legible a charaéer in 
a firft, and now this fecond edition. Next after that 
venales; which I could not reconcile either in gender or 
number, but concerning you and your book; that hence- 
forwards you were both alike venal; you indeed, as in an 
-auétion to be fold by inch of candle. Where? apud Jo. 
Sherley. Ay, there it was where you and your book both 
lodged at one anothers expenfe. For whatever others are, 
you were then a meer /bop divine *, and did fo nibble all — 
his library, and dirty them with your thumbs, that the 
poor man had not one new book left, but was fain to fell 
them all at fecond hand. But where was his fhop? 4d 
infigne pelicani. Avery emblematical fign, where you dig- 
ged and picked your very heart blood and brains out to 
nourifh your young sentamina. Wherewasthis? In parva 
Britannia. You fhould have done well to have printed 
us the map of it; for I find it not in your Heylin, who 
— 3 G2 bs mifled 
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mifled you on the South-fide of the Lake Leman. But, 
wherever you live, you will take a courfe to make it Ae 
Britaine. This is not all: e¢ apud Sam. Thompfon, to 
direct men further; and you were to be had at as many 
places as Buckworks lozenges. dn caemetertio Divi Pauk : 
bury him out of the way ‘tis no matter: but, ad infgne 
capitis epifcopi, at the fign of the Bifhops-head, there you 
are fure to be heard of. And, to convince men that this 
was not all pure chance, but there was fomethimg of de- 
fign and wit in’t, turne but over the leaf and you meet 
full bob, Reverendiffimo in Chrifio patri &§ domino, domino 
Gilberto, providentia divina archsepifcopo Gartuarienfi, totius 
Anglia primati & metropolitano; SF auguflifimo principi, 
Carolo fecundo, Magne Britannia, Francie & Hibernse regi, 
a fecretioribus confiliis. So here you apud Jo. Sherley mm 
parva Britannia, and my Lord Archbifhop, totius Anghe 
primas, and Carolus fecundus Magne Britannia rex, are 
brought to an interview, and to fet up a triumvirate toge- 
ther, But I was at firft farprized by your marfhalling | 
and commaes, not being able readily to diftinguifh whether 
it were not dedicated alfo tothe king, and which of the 
two was the others privy counfellor. Well, to proceed ; 
nullus dubito guin mineris pedibus tuis provolvi recentem Guen- 
dam ignote frontis clientulum, and well he might, for he 
knew not yet the height and breadth of your forehead : had 
he, to remark it the better, it being fo unknown, feta 


brand © 
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brand upon it, it had been fome couitefie to the publick. | 
Es forfan obfiupefcis. *Tis an uneivil fuppofttion, did you 
not fince leffen ic by affirming in your Hicringtll: Cleras 
Britannicus frupor mundi *: “Suppofe, Mi. Bayes, you tay 
“ fuppofe it feerns what you pleale; Ihave nothing to do 
“with your foppofe: fuppofe quoth a!"*—but you intend 
to make him amends: omsnis fiductam. ‘This falves it in- 
deed a little: for truty, if any thing in the world could. 
sebate ‘the vigour'of’ fo acate- and folid a judgment, it soft. 
have ftownded him to refle& upon your confidence, then in. 
that addrefs, ‘but much more in your latter writings,. But 
qui felicius htaturas foerareén -fiudiorum primitias quam fr 
i fummi pontificis dexoram tibandas fubmitterem ? Pretty 
well... Teen yucd anime yerminantis tpetut: reprefferint 
quorum :potius intercrat tenella condminum germina radits: 
maturantibus infpirafe. ‘The infpiting with beams is a hew- 
invention. But, {weet germinating foul! what was it did bev. 
_ tide thee? was it changed inthe cradle? Alas for’t:. You: 
were whimpering I doubt already, as you did afterwards to 
Deor Bathurft, about ** the chains and fetters of an unhap- 
“* py” (yet civil) “education.” Siverojubare veftro afflentur :- 
-doyou mean fun-burning or blafting : P fet force (fuppofeagain : 
though it were guod non eff Jjupponendum ) ut indies mature 
feant, dum tandem fiudia noftra ad meliorem frugen perve-- 
nerint. You found Ecclefialtical shia Defences, Pre-- 


es | faces; , 
| * Rehearfal Comedy, p. 7: 
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faces,. Reproofs even now ftirring within you,. wt plerum que 
folent adolefcentium partus minus vigoris &P maturitatis adi- 
piles. Do you mean it literally ? You do to be fure where 
you {peak in the next line of enjoying felici genio & forte, 


which was all you cared for, and which you promifed your- - 


elf tanti fyderis afpettu: take heed you become not /ydera- 
_tus, for. that is worfe than a Fanatick. Sibi pofulat immenfa 
Numinis majefas facratifimos & prorfus augufios Mecenates. 
‘Nay then I fee you did indeed dedicate the book both to 
my lord. archbifhop and the king, and in that precedence ; 
or. otherwife you have given my lord a title which he would 
not have thanked you for:. but the whole expreffion, had 
any one. but you, Mr. Bayes, ufed it, is very pedantical, 

for though you were {craping about for a Mecenas, God, 


to be fure, ftands not in need of one, or however not of your 


chufing. But now your theology thickens upon us: cum 
proaris dimicaverim, cujus potius auxilia iwnplorarem quam 
voftra, venerande antiftes, qui iis tanquam numen tutelare 
pref ideas? ere however you. make my lord indeed 
but a sanguam Deity 3 but expect a little. Vom vide cu- 
jus tantundem interfit ut vitlor evadam, quantum fummi 


pontificis : nempe fi optima Numini imperium abrogetur quid - 


fequitur nifi protinus maximo pontifici abrogandum effe? 
Really, Mr. Bayes, very clofely argued, and from an effica- 
cious topick. But here you have made my lord /ummus 
pontifex and pontifex maximus, to the great difparagement 

oe of 
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of the other old gentleman you fpeak of; but which is 

more, the pegging out of the prince, who might other- 

wile by your latter law have pretended a title to the place, 
and exercifed it in perfon. Befide that you have curtailed 

optimus maximus from the Deity, and made him glad to go 

half with the Bifhop, left he fhould leave him nothing. 

But at laft it comes in plain terms: adeo res eadem fit de 
LVumine bene mereri atque de veftra Clementia ; which I can. 
Englifh no otherwife but thus, infomuch that it is. the very 

fame thing to deferve well of God as of your Grace. That 
afterwards is pretty concerning ‘yourfelf: bo/ce gigantum: 
fraterculos non fat duxi expugnare nifi ut fabulantur fuperas, 
&c. making that what had been’ but fabled of the Gods, 
you had atchieved.in good earneff... . Had my. lord feen’t, or 
had but Sir Francis Vere, he would for certain have {pit in. 
your mouth, but your laft collect JS fomething. ftrange,, 
praying forhim.; «ut fero tandem in triumphantis ecclefia: 
gloriam & dignitatem (that dignitatem comes off at laft very. 
poorly) coopterur. “Tis true, better late than never ; but: 
to pray that it may be very late before a man get to. heaven,, ° 
hath I confefs been done in the cafe of a fecular prince once 
by.a heathen poet ;, but was not fo decent a piece of chap- _ 
lainfhip towards my Lord Archbifhop. I fee you writ, Mr.. 
Bayes, here after the copy of Mr. Croxton, and others in. 
the former times ; /anctiffime pater and fanéitas veftra, Spi- 
citus Santti effufifime plenus ; optimus maximufque in terris 
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guoreftior non flat regula & quo prior eff corrigenda religio. 
‘Fhefe were fine compliments to be bandyed. among ecclefi- 
afticks. But what was in your mind, Mr. Bayes,. to write 
this letter, when a year after you appeal to Do@or Bathurft, 
that it was he knew one of your greateft defigns in this 
‘world to be one of the mroft unconcerned men in’t* ? 
¥ou did it out of the meer abftracted gencrofity of your 
heart, and writ only your letters teftimonial, in this manner, 
on my Lord Archbifhop’s behalf. For what F perceive you 
had. by-this breath only. cooled your own porridge, and 
things were not.as they fhould be, till upon further folici- 
tation you began to forefee and tell your friends ¢* that you 
* were-exceedingly Rraightned in time+ ; and then a little 
after were all-cock-a-hoop, ‘‘upon the vety point of your 
‘¢ departure to” London. ‘‘ Mydeareft Coz. (where you before 
“us in the fun beams buz }’’) From Trin. Col. Oxon, May 2. 
Though you ate fo fertil that when a man hath once begun, 
he ¢an fcarcely- give over laughing, I have not forgotten 
that my occafion of quoting this your epiftle, was, to fhew 
you might take it well I-expreffed your notion of God fo 
modeftly ;. when in the very treatife where you confound 
atheifm from Pelion to Offa, from top to bottom, yet you 
would at the fame time for your own ends deify a perfon 
you had never feen, and worfhip an unknown God. But 
you were fo hungry at that time, that you aaa have 


adored anonion, fo it had cryed ‘* come eat me.’ 


Another 
* Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 1. Idem, p. 184,242. { Rehearfal Com. p. 36. 
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Another reafon why I faid to you that to refolve grace in- 
to morality was almoft the fame as to make God a notional 
and moral exiftence, was from a paffage I met with in your 
Platonich Philofophy*. ‘ From all which premifes we fee 
*“ that God's benignity, goodnefs, and beneficence, confift 
“in a gracious propenfity to let forth the communication 
‘¢ of its fulnefs to his creatures, which being lodged in the 
“<< Divine will, does not only fuppofe its freedom, but is alfo 
‘* fubje& to its determinations; fo-that though it may in- 
“‘ cline, yet it cannot either command or deftroy its liberty ; 
‘ becaufe if it fhould, it would not only interfere—’ Here 
is indeed: material intelle€tual puff-pafte; Pinners-hall has 
nothing lik¢d it This is to fhow how excellent you are at 
quoiting a pea to ftick upon the point of a needle. But what 
would, Iknow not what, not onlyinterfere with? Why, ‘not 
$¢ only with God’s moral accomplifhments, but it would withall 
“¢ be inconfiftent with itfelf.’’ God’s moral accomplifhments! 
If i€ were an oath I fhould not think it binds me: but in 
themean time methinks it has fomething init bordering upon 
blafphemy: but we laymen do not diftinguifh well when 
the clergy blafpheme and when they {peak reverently. You 
perhaps, Mr. Bayes, intended it very well and honourably, 
but you had talked yourfelf round, and wanted a better 
word only; for I muft confefs ’twere proper enough to 
{peak of the moral accomplifoments of fome young gentleman 


* Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 164. 
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at the inns of court that were upon his preferment; but 
I do not remember to have heard it ufed at any time upon this 
occafion. I hope you fee by this time that a man might 
at your rate of talking have made God as well only a no- 
tional and moral exiftence. And to make the preaching of — 
any other doétrine ridiculous you fall into fuch a defperate 
fic of blafphemy as I never heard any man but yourfelf ; 
you indeed have it often. ‘* The Nonconformift Preachers,” 
you fay, ‘‘ make a grievous noife of the Lord Chrift, talk 
‘Cloud of getting an intereft in the Lord Chrift, tell fine 
‘< romances of the fecret amours between the believing foul 
‘¢ and the Lord Chrift, and prodigious ftories of the mira- 
“‘ culous feats of faith in the Lord Chrift *.”’ Did ever divine 
rattle out fuch profane balderdafh |. I cannot. refrain,. Sir, 
to tell you. that you are not fit to have Chrift in yout mouth. 
You talk like a mountebanke, and feem to know fo little 
of our Saviour as if you had never converfed but with Sa/- 
vator Winter. Is this our great champion againft atheifme ;- 
is this he that tells young gentlemen, “ they are not ac- 
“ quainted with any hiftories, unlefs that perhaps of. the 
‘¢ follies and amours of the French court? Alas! young 
‘‘ gentlemen, youare too. rafh and forward: your confi- 
‘“dence fwells above your underftandings. ’Tis not for 
‘* you to pretend to Atheifme. ‘Tis too great a priviledge 
‘“‘ for boys.and novices. °Tis fawcinefs for you to be pro-~ 
*“fane, and to cenfure religion, impudence and ill man- 


“ners”. 
* Reproof, p. 56. 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 419 


‘¢.ners*®,”” It were fo indeed in the prefence of fo great an 
artift. They ought to expect till you have inftruéted them 
better in’t, and fet up an Academy anda publick lecture to 
that purpofe. What diftin@ion do you make betwixt the 
amours of the French court, and the fecret amours betwixt 
the believing foul and the Lord Chrift ? What betwixt the 
_ feats of faith in the 11th tothe Hebrews, and the chivalry 
of Don Belianis or Don Quixote? What between the 
romances of the Lord Chrift, and thofe of the grand Cyrus 
or Cleopatra? None at all. Tell me truly as you are wont 
to conjure me, ‘and by the ties of ancient friendfhip,” 
was it not here that, as you told Doétor Bathurft, ‘ the re- 
‘‘ creation you took to frame your thoughts and conceptions 
‘¢into words, did almoft equal the ravifhing delight you 
‘s derive from their firft births and difcoveries +?” It is an 
uncomely thing to pafs immediately from fuch foul expref- 
fions into any difcourfe of fo ferious a fubje& without fome 
more cleanly tranfition ; and a man had need wath himfelf 
firft before he handles any place of Scripture after you have 
fo bemired the argument. ’Tis the fifth to the Galatians 
where you had before expounded the fruits of the Spirit to be 
meer moral virtues, and the soy t, peace and fairé || there {po- 
ken of to be only peaceablene/s, chearfulne/s and faithfulne/ss, 
as if they had been no more than the three homiletical 
converfable virtues, veritas, comitas and urbanitas, and truly 

3 H 2 o: you 
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you do fo face me out in juftifying this your interpreta- 
tion, that I was almoft ready to have yielded it up and con- 
-fefs myfelf in the wrong: Neither did I think it any thing 
extraordinary if you had chanced once in your life to have 
underftood a thing rightly, or for myfelf to have been more 
than once miftaken, but you do fo infult and vociferate up- 
onit, like one of your bulky princes who had the trumpet 
ready to found whenfoever he hit the ball at tennis, that I 
have amind to try a little further whether you were not in 
the errour, In that of faith you fay “that whenfoever 
‘¢ other acceptations it has in Scripture, "tis to be expounded 
“here of faithfulnefs in oppofition to the perfidioufnefs of 
“‘ the Gnofticks; peace, of peaceablenefs in oppofition to the 
“ contentioufnefs of the Gnofticks.” Tis pity that you could 
not invent too how joy fhould mean chearfulne/s, in oppofi- 
tion to the melancholy of the Gnofticks. And you fay that 
‘‘faith here is reckoned up as one of the fruits of the Chrif- 
‘tian faith, and therefore muft be fomething difting 
‘© from it, and therefore can be nothing but the virtue of fi- 
“¢ delity *.”” Whereas it is plainly enumerated as a fruit of the 
_ Spirit of God here in the 22d verfe, and ’tis ftrange you fhould 
be fo fleepy as not have feen inthe sth verfe, ‘For we 
‘‘ through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteoufnefs by 
‘¢ faith :”” but you had indeed a particular reafon to wink at 
that in this controverfy. And in the 6th verfe, * in Jefus 
“¢ Chrift faith only availeth which worketh by love.” So that 


you 
* Reproof, p. 121. 
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you have mif-interpreted the place only out of dove to your 
notion, and by this pretence to enervate the prace and work 
of God’s Spirit. For even Grotius too, who isof great re- 
putation with all men, and ought with you to have more au- 
thority than ordinary ; does in his annotation on this text ex~ 
pound faith to be here apferta profefio vere fide, am open 
profeffion of the true faith, & opponitur berefibus. So 
that, if I might advife you as a friend, ’twere convenient 
for you to quit your comment, though being your own it 
-muft needs be dear to you ; and obferve rather the Apoftle’s 
rule in the laft verfe of the fame chapter, ‘let us not be de- 
*‘ firous of vain-glory, provoking one another, envying. 
“one another.” But of all that you fay in this bufinefs 
nothing is more pleafant than where arguing this matter you 
fay to me, ‘if you have credit enough to borrow a Bible 
«© in the neighbourhood, you will quickly find (if you can. 
‘find the Epiftle) that St. Paul is there defcribing the op~ 
* pofite effects between the flefh and the fpirit ; and‘ there-. 
‘¢ fore as all the fruits of the flefh there reckoned up are. 
«immoral vices, fo muft all the fruits of the fpirit there. 
‘© gppofed to them be moral virtues*.” It follows not.. 
For thofe that fpeak diftinguifhingly of grace underftand: 
‘thereby an extraordinary work of God’s Spitit, fubduing. 
their wills, and heightning mens performances beyond the 
poflibility of our endeavours;. But no fanatick, nor unfa-- 
natick ever doubted but that men have pravity enough to be: 

| | wicked, 
* Eccl, Pol. p. 118 
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wicked, without any extraordinary affiftance of fome other 
fpirit.. So that you argue; men have fufficient power of 
their own to do that which is evil, therefore they have fuf- 
ficient power alfo of themfelves by an ordinary influence 
to do that which is good and adequate to falvation. I deny 
not neverthelefs that fome fins are {fo defperate and of fo 
high malice and contrivance, that no man could invent 
them out of his own ingenuity, or practice them in his 
own confidence, but muft be ftrengthned thereto by fuper- 
natural auxiliaries, and then indced the oppofition you 


fpeak of betwixt immoral vices and moral virtues, or, as 


others, -betwixt fin and grace, is more full and runs parallel. 
And feeing you are talking of Gnofticks (but I have lately 
given you a caution about them, and I cannot find in hiftory 
how the Gnofticks had already made an inrode upon the 
Galatians) Simon Magus, that goes for one of them with 
you, is one that mounted above the humane pitch in his 
performances, and men “tell us prodigious ftories of the 
‘‘ miraculous feats” that he did, but it was by the ex- 
traordinary afliftance of two devils, one it feems not having 
been fufficient. But, as to the main controverfie of the 
Nonconformifts diftinguifhing betwixt grace and morality, 
you only fhew therein the malice of yout wit. Whereas 
there is none of them but acknowledges morality to 
be abfolutely necefflary, and that without it Chriftianity 
is nothing ;. but however that to render men capable of 


falvation there is a more extraordinary influenc: of God’s 


Spirit 


FHE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 42 


Spirit required and promifed.. You in the mean time make 
merry with it, and as in your Reproof (to fhew your:fkill 
in anatomy) you will have confcience to be feated in the 
glandula pinealis (twas civilly done however that you 
placed it not in fome other g/azdule.) So'in. your Defence; 
you fay, ‘* It were an eafie taf fora man that underftands 
“the anatomy of the brain, the ftructure of the {pleen and 
‘© hypochondria,:’ the divarications ‘‘ of the nerves, their 
‘ twiftings about the veins and arteries, and the fympathy. 
‘of the parts, to give as certain and mechanical.an account 
“Sof all its fanatick freaks and. phrenfies, as.of. any. vital. 
“or animal function in the. body.. The philafophy.of. a 
“ Fanatick being as intelligible by the. laws of. mechanifme,. 
“as, the. motion. of. the heart.and circulation of the blood,. 
‘Cand there. are. fome treatifes. that give a.more.exadt and. 
“ confiftent hypothefis of. enthufiafme than any. Des Cartes. 
“‘ has given of.the natural refults of matter and motion *,”’ 
- *Tis very well faid, and what. was to be. expected ‘from : one: 
as you, of whofe philofophy and religion the. mechanifme. 
is fo vifible.in the. zestamina, ‘concerning that fophilme. of. 
nature +, and the uchemens & effraenata venerei coitus cupi~ 
ditas & exquifitifima voluptas,. though there is a. maxime. 
on the other fide,. omne animal .trifie off poft- coitum, preter. 
gallum gallinaceum, & facellanum gratis fornicantem.. But 
this hypothefis of yours, confounding the extraordinary .in-- 


flux . \ 
* Defenfe, p. 342. T Tent. p. 105, 


go4 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 


flux of God’s Spirit for the power of nature, feems to arife 
from your being ill principled, and not well read in the 
doftrine of the church of England concerning original fin, 
which you make ‘ not bea crime but an infelicity inflidted 
$¢by God himfelf upon mankind, as a punifhment of 
s¢ Adatm’s fin, and what is an act of his” (that was God’s) 
« will, can be no fault of ours *.’’ We fhould be all engaged 
to you. would you carry this point thorow and make it good. 
And another reafon of your opinion is your too high con- 
ceit of mens good works; as if, contrary to the ftream 
of the Scripture, we could be thereby juftified. For 
though you would make all the party of Englifh Noncon~ 
formifts anfwer for one paflage in Flaceus Ilyricus; bona 
opera funt perniciofa ad falutem +, ‘tis falfly impofed upon 
them by you; and ’twere well that you underftood Flaccus 
himfelf rightly ; for whofoever fhall to the prejudice of 
our Saviout’s merit, and debafing the operation of the Holy 
Ghoft, attribute too much to his own natural vigour and 
performances, will be in fome danger of finding his done 
opera perniciofa.ad falutem. For mine own part E have, I 

confefs, fome reafon, perhaps particular to myfelf, to be 
diffident of miné own. mvral accomplifbments, and therefore 
may be the nvote inclinable to chink I have a neceffity of 
fome extraordinary affiftance to fway the weaknefs of my 
belief, and to ftrengthen. me in good duties, If you be 

2 ftronger 

* Defenfe;- p. 198. + Reproof, p. 74, 


THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 425 | 


ftronger I am glad of it; and let every man, after he has 
read and confidered what we have of it in the Scripture, 
and what even in our Common Prayer Book, take what 
courfe and opinion he thinks the fafeft. But this contro- 
verfie is of fo high a nature that it overthrows your maxime, 
that “all things difputable are little :” and the matter is 
fo ferious that it is not fit for you and me to treat of it 
in fuch a mixed and perfun@ory ftile. You have already 
been anfwered upon this fubje@ by one, who at leaft rivals 
you in the knowledge and praétice either of grace or mo- 
rality. And as to your challenge to all the world, ‘ to pro- 
‘¢ duce any ancient writer that has underftood this matter 
‘¢ otherwife than you have done*,” if you will but have a 
little patience, I am told that it will be accepted and com-_ 
plyed with. Therefore I fhall not at prefent oblige myfelf 
further to this difpute: and indeed, though what I could 
fay might perhaps add not much weight or moment to the 
better underftanding of it, yet neither on the other fide do 
I think you a fit man to be difcourfed with of fuch matters. 
_ For to what purpofe fhould I make afecret of that which you 
make it your bufinefs to divulge and propagate among all, — 
but efpecially female, companies? Are not you the fame 
perfon that fay, ‘of all things in the world you would 
‘¢ not make your fon a preacher ?” °“T'was feafonably and 
timely confidered. ‘‘ For ’tis better being drunk twice than 


| * Reproof, p. 53. 
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‘‘making one fermon.” Do not you “ invey apainit the 
“drudgery of that facred office,” to which neverthelefs you 
have fo many titles; but yet you fay, “you can indure it 
“pretty well, and it goes pleafantly off, when you have 
‘Ca company of handfome young women for your auditory ? 
‘<¢ but the old jades do quite difguft you, and they are mo- 
‘¢ bled up like fo many judges.” Are not you he that 
think it below your dignity to ftep down to the private 
prayers in the family ; and that, an honeft gentleman of 
your old acquaintance lodging with you in your chamber, 
you left him to his devotions, and told him you had in the 
mean while {pent your time to as good purpofe in reading 
of Plutarch? Do not you jeer the women when they are 
ferious, and tell them, ‘you are troubled with fin I war- 
| “rant you: "tis nothing but fome fond fcruple the minifter 
“has put into your head ; Jet them learn of you, for you 
“‘ yourfelf have not finned this quarter ofa year?” Is it not 
you that entertain them with a leading narrative, of “a 
‘‘ certain lady that ftrayed up into your chamber, where 
“ you drank her up to fuch an height till you had drunk 
“ her down, and layed her upon your bed till you had re- 
‘© covered her?” You told a lady of better’ quality, that, — 
‘¢ in cafe popery were introduced, you would be one of ‘the 
§¢ firft to comply with it.” What muft others then -do, 
think you, after your fo ifluftrious example? Is not this, 
think you, ‘ very edifying doctrine for the white aprons 2” 

4 | Yet, ; 
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Yet, I affure you, I would not have told you of it, but 
that I have very good authority for’t. In the mean time 
therefore, if you will take my advice, do not you inter- 
meddle ‘further in this difpute, but make friends as foon as. 
you can both with grace and virtue: for, how inconfide- 
table foever you may imagine them at prefent, you may 
at fome time or other ftand in need of both their affiftance. 
You draw into this brangle too reverend Mr.. Hooker, 
‘though he is unconcerned in it, and you ufe his name 
continually as a piece of inchantment only, that you un- 
-derftand not. . For I have commiffion to tell you that you 
faid in good company ‘‘ Hang Mr. Hooker’s Ecclefiaftical 
‘¢ Politie ; it was a long winded book, and you never had 
‘¢ the patience to read it, but it was no matter, you would 
‘“¢ alwayes upbraid the Nonconformifts with him, for you 
‘¢ knew the rogues had not read it neither.” And truly this 
is your ufual practice and ingenuity as to other authors. 


The fourth thing, which I tranfiently objected to’ you, 
was your afferting that it was neceflary to punifh men more 
feverely for their errours in religious perfwafions, than for: 
their immoralities and debaucheries: and upon this there- 
fore you greedily fix, pretending to fome advantage. You 
fay, ‘* that I have exhibited fo foul a charge againft you, 
‘s without referring fo much as to one paffage of yours to make 


a ‘it good, and that therefore I prove nothing at all, but that 
3 12 ‘* T have 
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¢¢ T have a bold face and a foul mouth: For we all know *,” 
you fay, (what we are you? I doubt you ftand fingle and 
no man elfe will vouch for you) ‘that you are not un- - 
“ fkilful in improving the fmalleft and moft inconfiderable 
‘¢ advantages, that had you been furnifhed with any fhadow 
“of proof, you would have fmothered it, &c.’” Really 
I began upon this your confidence to mifdoubt myfelf, be- 
ing very willing to believe that you had fome reliques of 
honefty, efpecially in a matter that would be manifeft and 
evident to all men that would have recourfe to my former 
book. Hereupon I went to it myfelf. There I found : 
‘¢ Having thus inabled the prince, difpenfed with confcienee, 
‘and fitted up a moral religion for that confcience, to 
“¢ fhow how much thofe moral virtues are to be valued, p. 
“© 63, of his Preface to the Ecclefiaftical Politie, he affirms 
_ “ that it is abfolutely neceffary to the peace and happinefs of 
‘¢ kingdoms, that there he fet up a more fevere government 
‘‘ over mens confciences, and religious perf{wafions than 
“ over their vices and immoralities: and p. 55 of the fame, 
‘‘ that princes may with lefs hazard give liberty to mens 
‘6 vices and debaucheries than their confciences +.” Then 
again I find that I have quoted you, {peaking of honeft and 
well meaning men, to have faid, ‘So eafie is it for men to 
“«« deferve to be punifhed for their confciences, that there is 
“‘ no nation in the world in which were government rightly 


‘© underftood 
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“ underftood and duly managed, miftakes and abufes of — 
‘religion would not fupply the galleys with vaftly greater: 
‘numbers than villany *.”” For that I cited your p. 223.. 
And I immediately add, “‘p. 44 of the Ecclefiaftical Poli-- 
“ tie he faith of all villains the well-meaning zelote is- the: 
‘¢ moft dangerous.+.’’ Do I not by all this fo much as re-. 
fer to one paflage:of yours? And again, under the title of 
Debauchery. Tolerated, (forafmuch as you advife in that p.. 
55 rather to tolerate that than confcience) I refer in ‘my -p.. 
119, which is no great diftance, to the. very fame paflages.. 
And it had been needlefs to cite any more, your book being: 
full and crawling all over with fuch expreffions. And fur-- 
ther (for having been defirous you fhould take notice of it: 
I have reminded you in feveral places) I find I have objected: 
the fameto you, ‘and that you are contented’ the Noncon- 
‘© formifts fhould be expofed: to the pillories, whipping pofts,. 
‘‘ galleys, rods and axes, and moreover and above to all 
“ other punifhments whatfoever, provided they be of a fe- 
‘© verer nature than thofe that are inflicted on men for their:- 
‘< immoralities, &c.. So that although a man fhould be: 
“guilty of all thofe heinous enormities, not to be named. 
‘among Chriftians, befide all leffer peccadillos expreflly 
“ againft the Ten Commandments, or fuch:other part of the: 
‘¢ divine law as fhall be of the magiftrates making, he fhalk. 
“‘ be in a better condition, and more gently handled than a 


| “ well. 
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‘¢ well-meaning zelot*.” ‘Is here again no reference, fo 
much as to one paflage, no fhadow of proof ? Gentle reader, 
what fhall.we do with this.man, that. puts us continually 
upon fuch. tedious tafk in things fo notorious? And you, 
‘Mr. Bayes, :in-what a miferable cafe are you, fo diftracted 
that you know neither what ‘to.do, nor what you do! 
‘Whereas-I told -you there was.a maxime -eftablifhed for one 
fort of men, that ’tis neceflary they fhould have good memo- © 
ries. Yet fuch is.my fate to have to do with fuch a man all 
along and therow; infomuch that, though. I am no forward 
‘undertaker, I: think I can manifeft to you when you are at 
leifure, that in the Reproof (a book’but of 528 pages) you 
are guilty of at leaft a thoufand falfhoods :-therefore I hope 
men will not be ‘too forward to be impofed upon by you. 
But :for myfelf, I am therefore fo little moved with all the 
-afperfions and ill language wherewith you have fraught your 
‘difcourfe, that I can only fay your tongue is not made of 
bone +: or that, whatever other flave you be, which your- 
felf owned, you are not (that I may {uit you with a Cardi- 
nal’s phrafe) a flave of your word. Whereas, next after this 
tentamen of your veracity, you tax me for faying, ‘ ’Tis 
*“¢ demonftrable that for one war upon a fanatick or religious 
‘“ account, there have been an hundred occafioned by the 
“¢ thirft and glory of empire; and more have {prung from the 
“ contentioufnefs and ambition of fome of the clergy #:" 


* Rehearfal Tranfprofed, p. 318,. 319. + Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 1. 
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to give no lefs effay of your candor, you fall on turning and 
wrefting that, quite forgetting what follows, and was dire& 
to the matter in hand; ‘* but the moft of all from the cor- 


‘s ruption of manners, and alwayes fatal debauchery*.” But. _ 


however, you fay, ‘if this were true, ‘tis lamentable im- 
“pertinent; for all the wars that do concern -our prefent 
‘¢ debate, are rebellions and not invafions.’”’” Who told. 
you that? But ’tts probable. rebellions as well as invafions . 
have fprung from the fame turbulence. I, for my part, left 
it applicable either way, .and therefore, if it willdo you any 
fervice, you may, if you pleafe, add rebellions too into the- 
fcale, and I will fubmit it to be weighed by the. reader: And 
whereas: you would confound my terms, as if it were all. 
one, a war upon.a + fanatick or religious account, and a 
war from the contentioufnefs and ambition of the clergy ; 
I fuppofe few that read it, befide yourfelf, but. will perceive - 
that.the religious or fanaticks are directly oppofed there and. 
diftinguifhed from the predominant clergy. But as to your. 
bufinefs of Algebra, and your computation of an hundred. 
wars, or an hundred and one, it is, I confefs, very ingenious >. 
"tis worth my quoting; “ If.an hundred: have been ‘oaca— 
_ © fioned by thirft and glory of empire, then if more, by- 
© the ambition. and ‘contentiouf{nefs of the clergy, there-_ 
«¢ have been at leaft an hundred and.one of the laftt.’” <As. 
to ia be pleafed to read that paflage in your Ecclefiaftical 


4 _ Politie,. 
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Politie, where you fay, “ ’tis eafie for one commonwealth 
« that has gained by rebellion to produce an hundred that it 
‘¢ has hazarded, if not utterly ruined:” if you will firft 
fname me an hundred commonwealths, I will join iffue with 
you ; and I will drop clergy againft commonwealth, till one 
of us come at the end of our reckoning. You then cite me 
for having faid on occafion of your greater rigour againft 
Nonconformity than Debauchery, ‘‘ that comparifons of 
“© vice are dangerous ;” which ‘* jumps,’ you fay, ‘ with 
“as wife a paradox of the Stoicks, that all crimes are 
<¢ equal *.” This of yours is a very ftrong confequence, 
and if it will hold, I afk your pardon ; for I aflure you I did 
not intend it fo. But, however you can wring this againft 
my known meaning, that of the Stoicks fuits much better 
with a pafflage of your own formerly quoted ; ‘that all laws, 
‘¢ civil as well as ecclefiaftical, equally oblige the confci- 
‘“‘ence +.” If they equally oblige the confcience, a com- 
mon underftanding would think that all crimes are equal. 
But as to the hinge of the controverfie ; that is the danger 
to the publick, you affirming that, ‘* debauchery or immo- 
‘ rality rarely proves fo dangerous, as either ferious or af- 
‘¢ feéted pretenfes of religion ¢ :”” (pity it were that ferious 
pretenfesfhould prove fo.) Take but out at adventure any one 
kingdom for inftance, and work your queftion upon it, I 
Juppofe you will find the contrary: but I know upon what 
5 | ground 
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ground and reafon principally you maintain this maxime. - 
It is from your hatred and fear of reformation; wherein. 
you tread in the very footfteps of Dodtor Heylin and fome 
others, who have deliberately applyed themfelves to vilifie, 
and make odious the foreign, and even the Englifh refor- 
mation, than which they could not have invented any thing 
more obliging to the Romifh church, and meritorious. For 
the foreign reformation was indeed wrought out of the fire, 

and increafed in thofe other countries, either by the wars 
and perfecutions ftirred up againft it, or elfe did itfelf draw 
the fword in defence of the juft civil liberties (for it feldome 
can happen but that tyranny in religion introduces itfelf by 
‘an invafion of propriety.)+ And therefore it was that our 
-’ feverall princes, and particularly King James (who was con- 
{cientious and knowing as any man in that point) have 
ingaged both their {words and pens, both reafon of ftate and 
of religion, not only their publick but their private con{ci- 
ence in that quarrel: and, if there muft always be wars, I 
know no caufe more juftifiable, nor any defign which were 
in prudence more fitting to be ftill profecuted and conti- 
nued. Divers alfo of our Bifhops and eminenteft men: in 
our church have appeared in the juftifying of ‘the foreign 
reformation. For otherwife, though ours was indeed 
brought about fomething more peaceably, the church of 
Rome, if we fhould fingle out ourfelves from other Pro- 
teftants, would have found us more weak, if not more 
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pliable, and might urge the fame, if not ftronger and more 
efficacious arguments againft us. But you thay at this rate 
of ** the danger of ferious pretenfes of religion,” fay in your 
~ufual confidence that, whofoever our princes were, and 
throw in King James too, and King Charles, and Parlia- 
ments, Bifhops and Convocations and all, you muft and will 
declare that they were miferably out in their divinity. And 
upon the fame reafon and apprehenfion it is that you would 
be thus fevere at home, and do raife this outcry againft 
Nonconformmity in balance to Debauchery ; ; that you may 
thereby quench the good inclination of my Lords the Bifhops,. 
either as to a revifal of themfelves, or moderation towards. 
others ; incenfe his Majefty againft fo eftimable a part of 
his people } infuriate and inviperate the nation againft peace- 
able Diffenters ; and all to amufe men from obferving, or to | 
per{wade them into the proteéting of your own irregularis 
ties. Hence it is that you fay, ‘tender confciences, inftead 
*< of being complyed with, muff be reftrained with more 
«* peremptory and sp joer. rigour than naked and un 
“ fandétified villainy *. ” Hence, * if governours would con- 
* fider ferioufly into what exorbitances peevifh and un- 
“¢ toward principles about religion naturally improve them~ 
*¢ felves, they could not but perceive it to be as much their 
‘© concernment to punifh them with the fevereft inflidions 
‘© as any whatfoever principles of rebellion in the ftate +.” 


Nay, 
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Nay, once you appeal to governours themfelves (which is 
an extraordinary piece of ¢ivility in you) ‘‘ to judge whether 
‘¢ it does not concern them with as much vigilance and feve- 
. ‘rity either to prevent their rife, or fupprefs their growth, 
“ as to punifh any the fouleft crimes of immorality*.” ’Tis 
fomething like the flory of Gondomar this, who from the 
example of a mother that whipped her girle beforehand, left 
fhe fhould break the pitcher, argued that Sir Walter Raw- — 
leigh’s head fhould be cut off before he went to Guiana. 
Indeed it is the very wifdom of Herod, who, left there fhould 
a king be born among them, maffacred all the children at 
Bethlehem. So they muft be prevented, or.fo fuppreffed. 
As (and more than) any of the fouleft immorality, as {and 
more than) any principles of rebellion. So here is a law, 
that not to kneel at the Lord’s Supper fhall be more penal 
than murther; not to wear a furplice, more criminal than 
adultery ; and to omit the ecrafs in baptifme, lefs pardon- 
able than perjury. If this were once, as you would have it, 
enacted, and that the whole conventicle fhould forfeit their 
lives and eftates, as in other cafes of. treafon, do you think 
that ‘‘ God has annexed the fame penalties” too here, ‘to 
4¢ difobedience to man’s laws as his. own?” You have already 
thrown in ** Queen and ‘Convocation and all ;”” but, if you 
will maintain this maxime, you muft too throw in our 
Saviour and Apoftles and all, and ‘declare that they are 
3 K 2 | no 
* Eccl. Pol, p. 18. 
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“¢ no lefS miferably out in their divinity.” But you imagine, 
doubtlefs, and do not a little applaud yourfelf for the in- 
vention ; that by the doétrine of punifhing Nonconformity 
more feverely than the fouleft Immorality, you have made 
yourfelf the head of a party, and a world of ‘people will 
clutter henceforward to fhelter themfelves under the wing. 
of your patronage. I confefs it is a great and brave under- 
taking, and which, I believe, none ever managed before, 
nor will be fo hardy as to take it up again for the future. 
Let it be ingraven on your tomb. But perhaps, neverthe- 
lefs, you may fail in your account ; and, though you reckon 
your function to be a drudgery, and do in your printed 
books debafe, as much as you dare, the value of the Bible 
under the fcornful name of the Exgli/b Bible; and not only 
fatyrize the Nonconformifts fermons, but traduce all preach- 
ing, and make it feem unneceflary, that fo the Liturgy might 
be fufficient for falvation; I believe you will find very. few 
that will come up to you. For whether it be the laity, 
there are not many of them fuch libertines but they would 
be glad to learn better, and once a week to be told of their 
faults by an exemplary teacher. And though you brave it 
like a landlord, and that the ‘clergy are poffeffed by as 
‘¢ good right of their revenues as any feeulars” (only it were 
to be wifhed that benefices were hereditary) they have a 
ruftick kind of opinion that you ought to do fomething 
for it, and that, whereas. you have the tythe of their labour, 
, = they 
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they fhould have the whole of yours. . This perhaps you 
think unreafonable :' but they think too, worfe,. that you 
may well abide to give them good example; forafmuch as 
you are paid for living foberly and honeftly among them, | 
whereas. they muft be good at their own expence. And 
this is, and: hath been alwayes their clownifh humour, that 
they may {ee fomething for their. money :. neither are any 
almoft fo. debauched that they will grudge their dues to a 
grave, learned and pious minifter ; but moft think for fuch 
_ an.one nothing is-too’much,, and ‘for. the contrary nothing 

too little. This you.think hard.dealing here in your Re- 
 proof*;. and yet I‘affure you,. there it pinches. And 
moreover, though you would pretend never fo much to be: 
the landlord of. your living, if you do-not behave yourfelf 
there as you fhould.do, I-think there is a very legal way to 
diveft you. of your propriety, and there is a tru{t repofed in. - 
fome perfons to. look to your manners.. Neither,. on. the 
other fide, are the clergy fo generally depraved that they _ 
need fly to you for fanctuary :. and I know many. of. them 
that conne you. little thank for fo fcandalous.a doétrine. 
For thofe of them indeed, that.are among them debauched. 
and immoral, there could not any. thing more inveagling or 
more feafonable have been calculated. You have gained’. 
yourfelf immortal renown, and how they chuckle*and hug 
themfelves and you for the invention. : ‘It is a crime in.a 


‘¢ clergyman. 
*'Reproof, p. 339. - 
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‘*¢ clergyman to be happy, nay, to be aman. And if he 
*¢ will but be unkind and uncivil to himfelf, they will love 
“him for that if for nothing elfe*.” There {poke an 
Archdeacon. But you fhould not ferve yourfelf in fuch 
occafions of fo equivocal and applicable expreffions, left ill 
ufe fhould be made of them beyond your intention. Who 
can tell whether the good Doctor at York laft Shrove-Tuef- 
day were unkind and uncivil to himfelf? Your Curate of 
Ickham, when he had laid with his maid, whether was not 
he kind to himfelf? And-even you, when you diffolved that 
precious lady in good fack at your chamber, were not you 
kind to yourfelf? And when you firft got your dui] and 
lazy diftemper, were not you unkind to yourfelf ? Men are 
too prone to expound fuch paflages to their own inclinations : 
and fome wag may chance to write an hiftory of the clergies 
_ ‘kindneffes to themfelves, and their unkindneffes: therefore 
let me requeft you, Mr. Bayes, the next time to define how 
that word unkind to bimfelf, or uncivil to himfelf, is to be 
‘underftood properly for the future. But in good earneft, 

‘were it not for fome that are unkind to themfelves, you and 
‘your fellows would foon forfeit all the clergies reputation. 

But of all your freaks upon this fubje@ of punifhing Non- 
‘conformity beyond the fouleft Immorality, there is none fo 
capricious as the Declaration which you have without any 
occafion adminiftred on my part, and, with a boldnefs beyond 


| all 
“ Reproof, p. 335. 
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all precedent, drawn up in his Majefties name. Yet feeing 
you are here fo obligingly courteous to me, as to promife 
me your licenfe and the liberty of the prefs in thefe 
words, p. 67 of your Reproof, thus: ‘ If you, or he, 
* or any body elfe, have ought to obje& againft it, you 
« know the prefs is open,’ do your worft. I accept the 
favour, and feeing your Declaration, I doubt, hath not fo 
well been taken notice of for want of the chara@er in which 
fuch publick matters ought to be promulged, Ihave, in re- . 
turn of your civility, prevailed with my Printer to do you a 
ealt of his office. 


By the Archdeacon : A Declaration for the tolerating of 


DEBAUCHERY. 


BAYES R. | 
«WHEREAS ever fince our happy Reftauration,.we have, 
“ out of our fpecial zeal and care for the intereft and fecu- 
“ rity of the church of England, executed with all feverity 
“ all penal laws againft whatfoever fort of Nonconformifts. 
“ and Recufants; but yet finding, by the fad experience of 
“ twelve years, how ineffectual all forcible courfes are either 
¢£. to. reduce or reftrain Diffenters, we think ourfelf obliged. 
“to make ufe of that unboopable power that is naturally 
« inherent in us, not granted by Chrift, but belonging to us. 
“and our predeceffors under the broad feal of nature next: 
‘¢ and immediately before him. By vertue whereof we have. — 
“ and claim an abfolute dominion not only over the coafci- 
4, “* ences. 
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“© ences of all-our fubjeéts, but over all the laws of God 
‘Sand man, fo as to repeal or difpenfe with their obligation, 
‘¢ as fhall from time to time feem good to our royal will and 
‘¢ pleafure. And therefore that we may obviate and pre- 
“¢ vent thofe mifchiefs that are likely to befal our kingdom 
*¢ from the fobriety and demurenefs of the Nonconformifts, 
*¢ our will and pleafure:is to give a free and uncontroulable 
‘¢ licence to all manner of vice and debauchery ; and of 
our princely grace and favour we releafe to all our loving 
4¢ fubjeéts the obligation of the Ten Commandments, and 
“¢ all laws of God, and ftatutes of this realm whatfoever, 
ee contrary to the contents of this our Declaration: and we 
*¢ require of all judges, juftices, and other officers whatfo- 
“¢ ever, that the execution of all manner of penalties, annexed 
“*to the laws aforefaid, whether by pillories, whipping- 
‘€ pofts, gallies, rods, or axes, &c. be immediately fufpended, 
*¢ and they are hereby fufpended. From whence we hope, 
“6 by the blefling of God, to give fome check and allay to - 
“© the infolence of fanatick {pirits, and by debauching our 
“¢ good people out of all tendernefs of confcience, to free our 
‘kingdoms from thofe great and grievous annoyances, 
“ wherewith they perpetually difturb. our government, and 
*¢ at laft bring back all the advantages of peace and good 


_& fellowfhip, both to ourfelf and all our loving fubjeéts, &c.”” 
| Given at our Archidiaconal Court, the ft day of May, 1673. 


GOD SAVE THE KING: And the Inventor. 


. LONDON: 
Printed for James Collins, at the King’s-Arma, im Ludgate-Street, 1673. 
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The thing, Mr. Bayes, is very judicioufly drawn up by 
you: only I am furprized thus to fee it conclude with an 
&?c. For it is true that I have heard in the former time 
of the et-cetera oath, and there was another dignitary, who 
like you penned declarations; yet I never faw before an 
et-cetera declaration. But I cannot comprehend by what 
licenfe from his Majefty, or upon what occafion from me, _ 
you have publifhed fo daringly this paper. For if you have 
any concealed criticifm upon thofe words, debauchery tole- 
rated, I explained what I meant by what I quoted out of 
you, and accufed you no further than what thofe words fig- 
nified and imported. And the fac ftood thus: His Majef- 
ty before his happy return tranfmitted hither a gracious de- 
claration concerning liberty to tender confciences,, and hath 
" ever fince purfued it. You, on the contrary, declare, p. 55 
before quoted, and in many paflages the fame, ‘* That 
“ princes may with lefs hazard give liberty to mens vices 
«© and debaucheries than to their confciences.” But a tole- 
ration or indulgence to confcience has been thought advifable. 
Do not you then maintain that a liberty to vice and de- 
bauchery was the more advifableof the two? And was riot this 
enough to charge you inthe terms of debauchery tolerated? 
But as for his Majefty, he had fufficiently manifefted his 
judgement both of the one and the other by a declaration | 
of indulgence to tender confciences, and by a proclamation. 
againft debauchery: fo that you had little reafon to raife fo 
Vou. II. 3 L malapert 
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malapert an allufion, and profane his name in a mock de- 
claration, which indeed is your own and no man’s elfe, 
and is not unfuitable to your principles and practife. Yet 
whatfoever mifchief you intended by it, (for.fome you in- 
tend always) I am perfwaded you were partly tran{ported 
by the ornament that you thought it would be to your book. 
Nay, I do not think but you took it fora great piece of 
wit, fo great, that for its fake and two or three f{peeches 
that you make for the parliament men, you writ the whole 
book ; or elfe I had fcaped both Reproof and Corre€tion, 
But becaufe I have obferved how careful you are to find out, 


before you attempt a great jump of wit, fome convenient — 


rife, and you would not doubtlefs have penned fo notable 
a declaration without fome precedent, I caft about where 
to meet with it, and after a little fearching, I found this. 
in the Ca/fares fuliani, where that emperour having under- 
taken to marfhal his predeceffors under the patronage of 
fome proper Deity, when he comes to Conftantine does 
thus fatyrically reprefent him. ‘* But Conftantine not be- 
_ £©ing able among all the Gods to find a pattern of his own 
‘‘ life, cafting his eye about faw the Goddefs of Luxury: 


‘near him, and ftraight ran to her, She hereupon receiving 


him delicately and embracing him, tricked him up in 
‘¢ womans cloaths, and condu&ted him to the Goddefs of 
‘«¢ Intemperance,. finding his fon returned, and iain. to 


<< all men this public proclamation,’”” 
4 | “Let 
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%¢ Let all men take notice, of whatfoever condition and _ 
‘¢ quality, whether they be adulterers, or murtherers, or . 
‘guilty of any other immorality, vice, or debauchery, : 
‘‘ that hereby they are warranted and invited to continue 
‘¢ boldly and confidently in the fame, and I declare that, 
‘upon dipping themfelves only in this water, they are, and 
‘¢ fhall be fo reputed, pure and blamelefs to all intents and 
“‘ purpofes. And moreover, as oft as .they fhall renew — 
‘“‘ and frequent fuch other vices, immoralities or debauche- 
‘¢ ries, I do hereby give and grant to themand every one 
“of them refpectively, that by thumping his breaft, or 
“ giving but himfelf a pat on the forehead, he fhall there- 
‘¢ upon be immediately difcharged, and abfolved of all guile 
‘¢ and penalty therefore incurred, any law or flatute to the 
. “ contrary notwithftanding.” | 


This is in the ggth page of that book printed at Paris 
1583, to prevent any fuch accident for the future as that 
of the epiftle to Marcellinus; for I am fenfible of the great 
trouble I thereby gave you, though you have it recompenfed 
by the great reputation you have acquired by your learned 
critici{mes upon it. But, good Mr. Bayes, furely you were 
hard fet, that you had no body here to go to but Fulian 
the Apoftate for an invention. Or however, if you had 
contracted fome acquaintance or fimilitude with him, you 


could not have picked out a more unhappy inftance for your 
3 L 20 ‘Imitation 
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imitation than this prefent. For, as he in this proclamation 
ingratefully derides Conftantine, fo do you traduce his Ma- 
jefty by your declaration, which deferves to perifh with 
‘your book: whereas he by his proclamation againft de- 
bauchery hath fufficiently teftifyed his judgement, and, as 
he hath refembled Conftantine in his patience and induftry 
toward compofing (howfoever obftrudted) the Ecclefiaftical 
differences among us, fo in his largefs and munificence to 
the church hath far exceeded him. 


And this leads me dire@tly to your fifth play,. Mr. Bayes, 
of Perfecution recommended: though I might perhaps more 
properly have called it a /pectacle, and exceeding whatfoever 
was exhibited at any time among the Romans *, for cruelty. 
I had hereupon faid, that, ‘ Julian himfelf, who was firft a 
‘¢ reader and held forth in the Chriftian churches, before he — 
“< turned apoftate, and then perfecutor, could’ not have out- 
“¢ done you either in irony or cruelty + :” and for the truth 
of that I refer to your whole Ecclefiaftical Politie. You 
return me in anfwer to this paffage ; (for.in my whole book 
I have but this once mentioned him) ** you bring the em- 
‘¢ perour Julian upon the ftage, as a more cruel and exe- 
“© crable monfter of perfecution than Antichrift or the Dra- 
‘gon himfelf, and you throw your flaver upon him with 
‘“¢ fo much fcorn and rudenefs that the people take him for 
«as very a take-fhame as Bifhop Bonner or Pope Hilde- 
| brand 
* Reproof, p. 73. + Rehearfal Tranfprofed, p. 318. | 
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‘-brand*.” -You are very gentle,. Mr. Bayes, and good-na- 
tured to extremity ; which. makes mé the more wonder at 
this tran{port, for in your whole book. there are not above _ 
one or two like inftances, and.you. have imbraced no man’s. 
quarrel’ with. more concernment and vehemency. There 
muft be fomething extraordinary init. Had I then known 
that he was fo old an acquaintance of yours'as I fince find 
in-your Platonich Philofophy,. or had I imagined that he was: 
fo-near of kin to you; and one of your dearef?:cuzzes, I' 
fhould ‘perhaps; according to the rules of. converfation, .have - 
{poke of him with more refpect, but-however I.am caution-. 
ed. fufficiently for the: future. | Efpecially feeing he: has fa. 
ample teftimonial from you, ** that he was .a very.civil per-. 
“ fon, a great virtuofo, and though fomewhat heathenifhly- 
‘¢ inclined, yet he had nothing of a perfecuting fpirit in him: 
‘ againft Chriftians; as may be feen at. large. in Ammianus : 
‘©-Marce]. 1. 22." And you add immediately ;. ‘* unlefs; 
‘<< you will fuppofe,.as:he did, that there is no fuch effec-. 
“¢ tual way. of. perfecuting an eftablifhed church, as by fuf- 
‘¢ pending all Ecclefiaftical proceedings againft Schifmaticks : 
“ and Hereticks, and granting an unlimited univerfal tolera-- 
“tion.” Ido not fuppofe it, but you do; and it is one. 
of the greateft: arguments. in your Ecclefiaftical. Politie . 
againft toleration or indulgence. Therefore let us fee what- 
your Ammianus faith: ‘* But when Julian obferved that he. 


CC. was. . 
* Reproof, p. 73. 
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«¢ was now free to do what he would, he revealed his fecret 
*¢ defign, and by plain and abfolute edi@s commanded 
« that the temples fhould be opened, facrifices offered, and 
« the worthip of the Gods reltored: and to ftrengthen the 
t effect of what he had propofed to himfelf, he therefore 
called the Chriftian Bifhops that were at odds with one 
*¢ another, and their divided people together into his palace, 
+ admonifhing them that laying afide their inteftine quar- 
* rels, every one fhould boldly exercife without all diftur- 
* bance his own religion; which he therefore did that, 
“* this liberty increafing their diffentions, he might be {e- 
* cured thenceforward againft the unanimating of the Chrif- 
“< tian people, for he had found by experience, that no 
<< beafts were fo cruel againft man, as Chriftians for the 
‘© moft part are inveterate apainft one another *.” So it was 
then, and fo you would ftill have it, But what have you 
‘yet pained by this author? Under his toleration they grew 
to a better underftanding and union ; under his perfecution 
they cemented ftill clofer ; and fo it will always probably 
fucceed: whereas, in the former flourifhing times, the 
church was fo miferably rent by the factions and contefts of 
the then Bifhops : and fo was Julian’s experiment, and fo I 
hope willall others of that kind be fruftrated. But further 
does not your Ammianus tell you of ‘a moft inhumane 
“edict, and in refpect to Julian’s memory fit:to be buried 
iT 
* Ammianus, 1. 22. p. 225. 7 
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‘in perpetual filence, that no grammarian or rhetorician 
ss fhould prefume to teach any Chriftian*?” This he twice 
mentions with the fame remark. Does he not tell you that 
Apollo’s Temple at Antiochia ‘‘ being burnt down,” whe- 
ther by chance and Afclepiades the Heathen Philofopher’s. 
candle, or otherwife, ‘he upon meer fufpicion caufed the 
66 Chriftians to be queftioned and tormented more feverely 
“than ufual, and commanded their great church at An- 
“tioch to be fhut up. thenceforward+.” He. faith too 
“that Julian left behind him there a turbulent and cruel. 
‘“¢ governour on purpole, affirming that he was not worthy 
“‘ of the place, but the people deferved to be fo handled :”” 
fo that this author makes as much herein againft your great 
virtusfo, as could be expeéted from one that was no Chrif- 
tian, and in Julian’s fervice. Let this therefore ferve as a 
return to you for my 5° ad Marcellinum, on which. you. 
fpend fo many pages: forthis is your fifth play, you know,, 
and this is your Marce/iiaus : only you have made him. but. 
Marcel ; and have, out of a certain inftin@,: nibbled off the. 
end of him, left he fhould at any time fly in your face. 
But if upon occafion of this Marcellinus you had here too. — 
remembered St. Auftin 18° de Civitate Dei, you. might have. 
been better informed concerning your Julian. Or if you 
will not admit him, would you but have given as. much. 
credit to Gregory Nazianzen, or ta Chryfoftome, and: 
Nectarius,, 


* Ammianus, |. 25. p. 316. 1. 22. p, 239. + Idem, 1. 23. p. 357. 
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Nedctarius, and all the Ecclefiaftical writers of that time, 
as‘to Ammianus Marcellinus an heathen foldier, you could 
not fure have had fo good an opinion of him. I have, upon 
this occafion ‘from you, made a-colle&ion whereby to ma- 
nifeft-that during his fhort:raign there was by his means 
and under his authority as great, if not greater, ravage and 
cruelty exercifed than in any of the former perfecutions : 
but I will not fo far gratifie your ignorance or your falfhood. 
‘You perhaps, becaufe his is not reckoned among the ten 
perfecutions, thought there had been no more, neither in 
histime, nor Pope Hildebrand’s, nor Bifhop Bonner’s, nor 
fince. But Ihavetruly a better efteem of your reading, 
and that all this comes from that'good inclination you have. 
to fuch matters; fo that you either fneer them off at the 
‘end of your nofe as old impertinent ftories, to jeer out our 
credulity, or do openly aver'a known falfhood in defence of 
Julian, for whom you have fo great a friendfhip, and 
‘whofe a€tions you approve of. But no man will think the 
‘better of your caufe, for your juftifying it by panegyricks 
‘of Julian the Apoftate and Cardinal Granvell. The rip- 
‘ping up of bellies, and tearing of mens bowels, the whip- 
ping of virgins, digging out their eyes, pulling forth 
their teeth, cutting off hands and tongues, breaking of 
legs, boyling of men in caldrons, grilhng them on grid- 
irons, roaf{ting them on fpits, fricaffing them in frying-pans, 
were but a {mall part of the felicities of Julian’s Empire, 
*‘ that 
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that virtuofo, and who had nothing of a perfecuting 
“¢ fpirit againft Chriftians.’”’” He was, I fee, an excellent 
cook for your palate: and what ragoufts had here been 
for you to have furnifhed the Mazarines on your table! 
you that can relifh nothing lefs than pillories, whip- 
ping-pofts, galleys, rods and axes! ‘Tis true, neverthe- 
lefs, that I find not any edi@ of his againft Chri- — 
ftians: for his malice folaced itfelf in a more fubtle way, 
by interpreting an old ftatute about the violating of 
temples; and under colour of that he proceeded againft 
them, and caufed them either to abjure their faith, or quit 
their eftates ; and.if they chofe the laft, he fubje@ed them 
notwithftanding to death, and the moft exquifite torments. 
Truly, Mr. Bayes, you have a very notable face, and many 
men I meet very like you. Caligula before, how great a_ 
refemblance was there betwixt you? And now Julian, one 
would almoft {wear you were fpit out of his mouth. He 
- fet up a nickname for the Chriftians, to mark them out to 
be knocked o’th’ head: fo do you give the Nonconformifts 
the name of Fanaticks, as he them of Galileans; but the 
great Galilean was too hard for him. Pray, Sir, who are 
thefe Fanaticks ? Moft of ’em, I affure you, better men 
than yourfelf, of truer principles than you are, and more 
conformable to the doétrine of the church of England : 
only you, by the advantage of fome knick-knacks, have 
got the afcendant over them, and left them in the lurch, fo - 

Vor. II. 3M i. that 
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that now you have the priviledge to mifeall, abufe, and tri- 
umph over..them:at your pleafure. .And above all, the 
peftilence' of: Julian’s wit and yours is incomparable, but 
betwixt you. There is not any more vifible token of a mean 
{pirit, than to taunt and fcoff at thofe in affliGion ; and for 
a man by virulent jeets to éxafperate and impoyfon the 
wounds of his own giving. Such words are like chaw’d 
bullets; and, as if it were not fufficient to fhoot thorow,. 
you invenom them with. your fpittle.. Neither is any tor- 
ment to an ingenuous mind fo -fenfible as to be fo:infulted — 
over; ‘and for him that undertakes to be their judge to pelt 
them. with fuch expreffions of malice, as. the. condemned: 
themfelves, in curia egreffw, would not. have ufed though it . 
_were their priviledge. There is. a ceftain civility due ta 
fuch as fuffer, and to bruife a broken reed is inhumane. 
Neverthelefs, fach was. Julian’s pra@ice, and when he feized 
the eftates of the Chriftians, it was, he faid, but.to-difcharge 
them of this worldly pelf; that being quit of fuch baggage, 
they. might march on to. heaven with better expedition. 
When he tormented them he was not only a reader, buta 
preacher, and inftructed them that it was their part only to 
be patient under affliction, for fo Chrift their king had com-. 
manded them. And: you:in like manner. point out the. 
wealthy Fanaticks to the’ magiftrate as ungovernable crea-. 
tures; mark forth an hundred /yfematical-rat-pufbpin- 
jfoop-divines for the publick vengeance; laugh at the cala- 


5 , mities 
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mities of the city when in afhes; interdi@ and embargue 
all traffick till the ceremonies be complyed with ; and {mile 


at ‘¢ fome that would be thought wonderfully grave and 
“ {olemn ftatefmen, who labour with mighty. projets of 
“© trade and manufacture, while thofe things which you 
“© yourfelf allow to be perhaps of no. > great ufe to the com- 
“< monwealth, are not fubmitted to.” You tell a man, that 
if he *¢ has not a good confcience, oe he has a brazen wall;” 
that ‘ there is little difference betwixt a foft head and a 
tender conf{cience ;” that “ weaknefs of confcience alwayes 
io proceeds in fome meafure from want of wit;”. therefore 
that men fhould a@ively obey at all adventures; becaufe 
6 they have the publick wifdom to warrant them, and their 
§¢ own folly to excufe them ;” you call the fcrupulous- Dif- 
fenters fo many o/d boyes; and would “have them lafhed out 
«‘ of their peevifhnels.”” . But why do I reproach you with 
thefe things which I am. perfwaded, nay, certain, that you . 
take for an honour? I oblige you by the very repetition, 
and you clap and crow at the wit and malice of your expref- 
fions.- So fome meni find a fecorid entertainment ia the 
favorynefsof their own belehes.: Therefore I will-not fur- 
ther gratifie you herein, or naufeate the reader: your whole 
book of Ecclefiaftical Politie having been writ'not with a 
pen, but a ftilletto, and with an intention fo un-theological, 
that the writer might not unjuftly be tryed upon the ftatute 
for easels Methinks I difcern now what fecret impulfe 
3M2 — : directed 


td 
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directed you in your learned exercitations concerning sintin- 
nabulum and clangor; though you knew it not, but yous 
bell like that in Spain, which forbodes no good, tinkled 
of its own accord, and rung itfelf backward. You are in- 
‘deed a meer tintinnabulum yourfelf, and, if with your 
leave I may transfer the expreflion, though ‘ you fpoke 
‘‘ with the tongues of men and angels, not having charity 
‘“¢ you are become as founding brafs, ora tinkling cymbal.’* 
But whereas you are of a dimenfion {mall enough to hang 
in the ear of an hobby-horfe, yet you raife a noife and 
-_clangor like the Stentora-phonick ; founding the trumpet of 
war, and ringing the #ec/aiz of perfecution. Infomuch,, 
that not content to have prefled and muftered up all the 
princes of Chriftendom in your fervice, you raife toa the 
Ecclefiaftical Militia and the Train-bands of the church in 
your quarrel. ‘* When mens canfciences,”” you fay, *¢ are {@ 
‘© {queamifh or fo bhumourfome, as that they will rife 
‘ apainft the cuftoms and injunctions of the church they 
“live in, /be zuft {courge them into order, and chaftife 
“them, not fo much for their fond perfwafion as for theiz 
© troublefome peevifhnefs.” You will teach her to, be a 
very fhrew if fhe will take your counfel. Was it not 
enough that 4e muf and thay muff, but fhe muff toa? Sup- 
pofe fhe has not a mind, and that fhe will not fuffer you to 
wear the breeches. You could have faid no more to her 
had the been your comfortable importance. Really, if you 

be 
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be fo mafterful in the church, I doubt you will learn to 
play freaks at home. But if fhe find herfelf not well or 
not well ufed, I would advife her to appeal to Julian:. for 
he made a law that women married fhould have liberty te to : 
divorce themfelves from their hufbands. 


I have thus far inftanced that though you are. not fo 
great a conjurer as Julian, yet it is not your fault if you 
have not been as fevere a perfecutor. I come now to your 
fixth and laft play of puj/b-pin divinity, For, as in all 
other things, fo in this too you tread on Mr. Bayes his 


heels; ‘* who, whereas every one make five aéts to. one. 


*‘ play, what does me he, but makes five playes to one 
‘«¢ plot; by which means the auditors have every day a 


*¢ new thing, and then upon Saturday to make a clofe of — 


*¢ all, (for he ever begins upon a. Monday) he makes you up a 


“ fixth play that fums up the whole matter to them, and all « 


“that for fear they fhould have forgot it *.” So do-you: 
here recapitulate all your former profanenefs,, with fome - 


additions, pretending to:reprefent the Nonconformifts divi-.. 
nity. The expreflions are your awn, ‘* whether conver- | 


‘¢ fion be performed in an inftant, or whether it be divided 


“ into feveral acts and fcenes. As farft the work of voca- 
‘tion is the prologue. Secondly, this vocation infufeth 
« faith only fay fome, but faith and repentance fay others... 
¢¢ And then, T hirdly, this faith muft be acted, fo. that it 


¢¢ feems 
* Rehearfal Comedy, p. 33, 
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‘© feems believers may have faith before they ad it, i.e. they 


“© may believe before they believe. Fourthly, by this aé& _ 


“© we apprehend Chrift’s perfon, and by this apprehenfion 
*¢ we are united to him. Fifthly, from this union proceed 
“‘ the benefits firft of juftification, then of fandtification, 
“ &c.”” Thefe are I perceive what you call * the fcholaftick 
_‘“¢nothings of faith and juftification.” ‘You underftand 
nothing but the union of benefices:: thefe other things you 
laugh at as fo many ten real differences in the fame thing. 
And yet, if one would call over the mufter-role of your-. 
felf, he fhould find near as- many differences ; and you 
_would have been forry that any of them fhould be omitted ; 
Fellow of the Royal Society; Dotter of Divinity, Chap- 
Jain to my Lord-Archbifhop, Parfon of Ickham, Parfon . 
of Chartham, Prebend of Canterbury, Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, &c. ‘Yet methinks if you be fo delicate and 
{crupulous in a tautology of religion as you pretend this to 
be, you ought to be eafed in this tautology of livings and 
dignities. Had you been well catechized in Bifhop Ufher’s 
body of divinity, or, becaufe you will flight him as a fyf- 
tematical Bifhop, would you but once read Mr. Hooker’s . 
life, p. 17, or his fermon of juftification,,p. 520. you 
might for his fake, if not for the Apoftles, {peak at leaft, 
if not think, more reverently concerning thefe doétrines 
or fpeculation, Then you go on, ‘ whether the word 
“‘ and facrament have only a moral operation in the conver- 

“ fion 
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« fion of a finner, as a man draws an horfe to him by the 
_ “fight of provender, or a hog after him by the ratling of 
“ beans,” and fo on till you come to, ‘ Blefled Apoftle, 
“ fhouldft thou but make a vifit to the Chriftian world, how 
“ wouldft thou ftand aghaft to fee fuch a vaft body of mo- 
‘¢dern orthodox faith framed out of thy writings, &e. 
“ How would it reeover to thy: memory all that gibberith: 
“ in which thou wert fo idely bufie while thou fateft at the. 
« feet of Rabbi Gamaliel?” How came Saint Paul and you fo. 
well acquainted ? I doubt you are. not in a fit pickle to 
fpeak with him, and if he faw what you write, it would. 
recover to his memory his fighting with beafts at Ephefus. 
What do you tell him of Gamaliel? *tis a wonder you tell. 
him not too, that ‘* much learning has made him mad.” 
Bleffed Mr. Bayes, that were brought up at the feet of 
Elizabeth Hampton, fhould fhe but make a vifit to Holy- 
well, and. read thof fcandalous volumes that you have’ 
written and publithed, fhe would-go near, although the- 
were bed-rid, tokick you 3. did fhe but fee that fo precious 
a young man, of her owt education, fhould in this man- 
ner ftir up perfecution, trample under foot the graees of 
God’s Spirit, cry down the obfervation of the Lord’s day *,. 
vilifie and mock the Englifh Bible; “< as not in ‘every par- 
* ticular the word of God, ‘nor in arty one thing the words. 
“of the prophets, nor of Chrift, nor the Apoftles; as a: 


a ‘© baok 
* tfietome, p. 95; td p. 183: | 
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“, book in fome places erroneous, in fome fcarce fenfe, and 
Cof dangerous confequences, &c *.”’ that you fhould :lead 
men off from fearching the Scriptures, difpute againft the 
work of preaching, and fum up the whole duty of man 
(which an excellent though unknown writer + of our.church 
has done at another kind of rate,) in fix burlefque lines-of 
thime doggrel. 


<< By the liturgy daily pray, 

*6 So pray and praife God every day ; 

“ The Apoftles creed believe alfo, 

«“ Do as you would be done unto 5 

“< Recéive the facrament as well as you can 3 
‘“‘ This is the whole duty of man.” 


_ And maintain that this catch “ is to be preferred Before all 
‘¢ the fermons that ‘have been preached for this fix and thirty 
‘¢ years by the Nonconformifts}.” Did fhe but fee thefe 
very paflages here, and how, under colour of fome parti- 
cular author that does not pleafe you, you run down and 
baffle that ferious bufinefs of regeneration, juttification, 
fandtification, ele@ion, vocation, adoption, which the 
Apoftle Paul hath, befide others, with fo much labour illu- 
{trated and diftinguifhed; and did fhe but perceive that you 
have done all this and worfe, only as a@ horfe to gain proven- 
der, or like a bog, to procure yourfelf deans, I dare fay the 
: , = | good 
* Hierome, p. 104 & 105, to p. 128. + Idem, p. 262, to p. 272. 
t Reproof, p. 98. 
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good old woman (although fhe was not ftrait handed to - 
her ability) would grudge all the oatmeal that you fpent 
her in grewel, and with the fkillet had boyled over. 


But for “ your defiring for the prefent, though you 
could be very large upon this fubject, that thofe who 
«© would be further fatisfied in the myfterie, would repair to 
‘¢ Pinne-makers Hall, every Tuefday about ten a clock in | 
‘¢ the forenoon ;” it is not the farft conventicle in your life- 
time that you have invited men to, though I fuppofe this 
now was only meant as a better diredtion to informers; but | 
in return to the wit of it, this being one of your moft happy _ 
rencounters, you fhould have confidered that the beft part 
of your own pujb-pin divinity was fetched as far as from 
Aberford, a town in Yorkfhire which fubfifts wholly on 
that trade, and from whence you have furnifhed yourfelf 
with pins in abundance to fet up with. 


Thus at laft, as you mock at men for ‘* pafling through 
<< fo many ftages of regeneration,” I have clambered as well 
as I could over thefe fix ftages of your theology. And 1 
cannot but upon reflexion wonder that fo good a caufe as 
that of conformity could not be managed by better dottrine 
and argument. But certainly if any thing more material 
could have faln within the circuit of humane reafon, or 
could thathave been fitted upwith a better ftile or more po- 
lifhed language, we could not have failed of it. For you 

Vou. IT. | 3N. . are 
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are it feems the laft refort of theological underftanding, 
and a man defervedly chofen out of the whole body of 
the clergy for this glorious enterprize. A man that, while 
I am writing thefe lines, are proclaimed, even under 
Doétor Tomkins his imprimatur, by another mafcarade di- 
vine, to be she wonder of this age *, and fo you will be of 
the future. Give me leave therefore, Mr. Bayes, to fit in 
- the pit and clap my hands among the herd of your humble ~ 


admirers. 


I have thus far made good my former charge againft you, 
and fubmitted partly to make myfelf thedefendant out of my 
fervice to the readers, and candor towards you, but hence- 
forward I fhall take my liberty. And now, when I look 
over the reft of your book, it makes me very good fport to 
fee you play more tricks than a dancing bear for the recrea- 
tion of the {pectators, But you were afraid you fhould 
want company, and therefore, inftead of delivering bills 
about, or being ufhered through the ftreets by the bear- | 
ward and his mufick with the ufual ceremony, you have 
printed a preface to the reader even before my Reproof, “you 
‘“‘ have, no other civility to requeft of the reader, than only to 
. “ defire him, that if he fhall think what you have written 
“ worth his perufal, to read it over with an unprejudiced 
‘mind, and an ordinary attention.” Ay, pray come in, 
pray come in gentlemen. You fhall have the rareft {port 


that 
* Free and impartial Enquiry, &c. p. 33. 
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_ that ever was feen. Every man for his five fhillings, and 
welcome. Whether or no a man can think it worth his 
perufal before he has read it over, it had been more feafon- 
able to advife men to an ordinary frugality, and an unpre- 
judiced pocket. The remainder of my bufinefs here with 
you is only to pick up and down your flowers of the bear- 
garden, But how to begin with you or whereto end is 
unfearchable: for indeed there was never fuch a book writ- 
ten, except thofe of your other Bayes, of which it is ex- 
cellently faid ; 

‘If it be true that monftrous births prefage 

‘© The following mifchiefs that afflict the age, 

‘¢ And fad difafters to the ftate proclaim ; 

‘¢ Playes without head or tail may do the fame *.” 


The empire of atoms is more in order, and chance itfelf 
has a better method. Therefore I thall be obliged to write 
too at adventure and fit by you, {cumming off whatfoever | 
comes uppermoft, as it rifes. 


You had deliberately difcourfed from p. 47 to p. 54.0f 
your Ecclefiaftical Politie, to which I refer, againft all 
trade and traffick in oppofition to Nonconformity ; and 
that, while it was not reétified, ‘‘ to erect and incourage 
‘¢ trading combinations was only to build fo many nefts of 
‘‘ faction and fedition :” and you had reckoned that the 
7 Nonconformifts {warmed ‘ moft in great cities and oe 

| | 3N2 ‘¢ rations 3 
* Rehearfal Comedy Epilogue. 
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‘¢ rations;”’ you had inftru@ted men how Chrift ‘* whipped 
“ the tradefmen out of the temple.” Your whole book 
was an halloo ‘to princes and al mankind to fall upon tender 
confciences with the fevereft rigour, and hereupon I faid 
‘¢ *twas fome fign of the Nonconformifts peaceable temper, 
_ © that you were not deified *,” and well I might fay fo. 
But you hereupon are in a terrible pet that I have animated. 
the rabble againft you; but ‘ from me you fear no other 
“© weapon but a Spanifh fig, or fome more fecret Italian dif- 
<* patch.”” No, no, fet your heart at reft, Mr. Bayes, the very 
sabble are too judicious te meddle with you ; and you need 
not apprehend or be jealous of any, unlefs it be the Czcilian 
figs, oF thofe othets which were ufed at the firft inftitution 
of the ceremony of #/ fco, which your obfequioufnefs would 
have digefted, from what place foever you had fucked ’em. 


There was another fear upon you, left, having been fo 
liberal to the prince in ecclefiaftical matters +, the church 
fhould fue you for dilapidations of its power; wherein you 
have done juft aothing, unlefs you had retraéted the very 
words and things which £ have juftified upon you, and by 
one word of confeffion you might have faved yourfelf and 
the reader all thisdabour. But your proud heart would not - 

come dowa. But ** the prieftly and the imperial power,” 
| you now fay, ‘* are both fupream in their feveral kinds +.” 

5 | : The 
* Reproof, p. 82, andp. 110, + Idem, from p. 164 to p. 180. 
t Idem, p. 178. 
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The prieftly * is in its kind fupream, univerfal, and uncon- 
“‘troulable *. Our Saviour deputed the apaftolical order or 
“ fucceffon of Apoftles” (in which you have fome intereft) 
“- to fixper-intend the affaires of the holy catholick church.” 
Thele « may Tequire obedience to their conftitutions, under 
‘pain of the divine difpleafure, and the lafh of the 
“‘anoftolical rod t.” I queftion it; if you will fay Chrilt’s 
conftitutions, you fay right; but yours are e¢-cetera confti-. — 
tutions. ‘¢ When the exterminating featence is pafled upon: 
“ the offenders, it {mites like the fword of an angel,. 
“foc. it cuts a man off from all the advantages of the. 
«“ communion of faints, and of our Saviour’s incarnation :: 
. “ and that isa capital execution.” Is it fo? But at: the: 
rates that our excommunications are managed, and upon. 
 eanfideration for what matters they are inflicted, I doubt,. 
and. by what fort of perfons they are iffued, chat there will. 
be every day fewer men of your opinion. And many will: 
think, if it be but an affair of the day of judgment, that the. 
Noncenformifts may abide the tryal. But thefe difcourfes. 
of yours, Mr. Bayes, have been the occafion that I have read. 
feveral books over, which otherwile I fhould never have: 
thought of. And wondring with myfelf how it was poflible. 
that fuch a manas you fhould:ever come to be intrufted with 
~ the keys, I met, in ftudying the ‘point only as to your own 
particular, with fome fhrewd paflages out of Archbifhop 
| | Cranmer, . 
* Reproof, p. 176. + Idem, p. 167. t Idem, p. 168. 
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Cranmer, fubfcribed by his own hand. ‘¢ In the admiffion 
‘.of Bifhops, Parfons, Vicars,. and other Priefts, there are 
‘6 divers comely ceremonies and folemnities ‘ufed; which be 
“not of neceffity, but only for good order and feemly - 
« fafhion: for. if they were committed without fuch 
© ceremonies, they were neverthelefs truly committed.: 
‘There is no more promife of God, that grace is given in 
committing the ecclefiaftical office, than it 1s in commit- 
‘Sting the civil. In the Apoftles time there was no appoint- 
‘ing of minifters, but only the uniform confent of Chriftian 
‘© multitudes among themfelves, to follow the advice of fuch 
“© as God had moft indued with the fpirit of wifdom and 
“ counfel. And when any were appointed or fent by the 
“¢ Apoftles or others, the people did accept them, not for any 
‘¢ fupremacy, impery, or dominion, that the Apoftles had 
_ over them, but as good people. ready to obey the advice of 
“© good counfellours. ‘The bifhops and priefts were at one 
‘¢ time, and were not two things, but one and the fame 
_*6 office in the beginning of Chrift’s religion. Princes and 
‘© sovernours may make a prieft by the Scriptures, and that 
‘¢ by the authority of God committed to them, and fo may _ 
‘¢ the people alfo by their election, In the New Teftament, 
‘¢ he that is appointed to be a bifhop or a prieft, needeth no 
‘‘ confecration by Scripture; for election or appointing 
‘¢ thereto is fufficient. It is not againft God’s Law, but 
_ © contrary, they ought indeed fo to do; and there be hifto- 
| *¢ ries 
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*¢ ries that witneffeth that fome Chriftian princes and other - 
‘¢ Jaymen unconfecrate have done the fame. They that be 
‘© no priefts may excommunicate alfo, if the law allow there- 
unto.” This from fo excellent a perfon, a moft worthy 
prelate,’ and moft glorious martyr, with other things of the 
like nature, from authorities to you undeniable, have brought 
_ fome odde thoughts into my head how you came to bea 
clergyman, or what kind of mungrel creature you are: which 
was the reafon I told you, that you for your part ought to . 
have ftood: faft to your maxime, that the magiftrate may 
_ exercife the priefthood in his own perfon ; though you have 
thought fit again in this book. to difown it *. And then: 
withall, reflecting as to your particular, who do fo ftudioufly : 
oblige the clergy by qualifying them for political and fecu-.- 
lar imployments, although there be many conftitutions (and . 
I thought them priviledges) againft it ; I begin to be:of your : 
mind, and that you are very capable of them great’or-{mall : : 
and-I acknowledge your humility, who being. of fo eminent . 
parts, have not difdained, neverthelefs,-at:firft to exercife the . 
office of the fcavenger: in good time you may make.a fur 


ther progrefs. 


- + You are offended at me for ufing you with fo much 
familiarity, for you perceive that we are fo “ intimately ac- 
“ quainted, as . we had either robbed orchards or lam- 


‘© pooned 


= a p. 13 and 22; and from p. 164 top. 180. + Idem, p. 106, 
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‘¢ pooned the ‘court together.” You beft know what you 
are good at ; but I have had fo Kittle feciety with you, ex- 
cept:in your books, that my ignorance may be excufable. 
But I fuppofe. you fpoke figuratively, and by robbing of 
orchards you underftood Baldwin's-Garden; and by sampoou- 
iug the court, you meant Three-Crane-Court ; and you might 
have inlarged with Bond’ s-Stables and the Pall-MaH ; for 1 
perceive you have had fome converfation there which you 
‘would count it uncivil te commemorate, but neither do I 
remember that I was ever there in your company. 


In the fame page you.accufe me “ with comparing his 
‘© Majefty to a mad horfe, kicking and flinging moft terri- 
“ bly.” ’Tis unkindly done of you, to fay no worfe: and 
to. leave the reader better poffeffed againft me, you quote 
not the place. The thing is below any anfwer, but to refer 
to the 110th page of my former book, being Horace’s of 
Augutftus. 


I cannot omit, left fome fhould take it for an expreffion 
of mine, what follows, for you fetm to have couched it fo. 
on purpofe. ‘ This is too like the ftubbornnefs of your 
<‘ fhrew, that when fhe was ducked over head and ears, 
 ftretched up the fymbols, or, as your pin-divines would 
‘“ have it, the facraments of lowfinefs and cuckoldry *.” I 
have heard of fome that have im poyfoned with the 
Sacrament, 


* Reproof, p. 112. 
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Sacrament ; of another Emperour that had his firname from 
the font; Conftantinus Capronymus, having marred it at 
his baptifme, as did alfo Wenceflaus ; of witches that have 
imployed the 4ofia in their forceries ; and of hereticks who 
have adminiftered the Sacrament in the impureft elements : 
but I never read before of a divine that had to fuch height 
improved the invention. _ But, for the facrament of lowfi- | 
nefs I have formerly reckoned with you ; for the facrament 
of cuckoldry, caft up your own accounts. I cannot imagine 
_ where you took the rife too of this jump of wit, unlefs 
either from a fecular, Andronicus Comnenus, who furnifhed 
an horn-gallery with a feveral ftag’s head for every man’s 
wife he had to do with: or from an ecclefiaftick, who was 
in former times like you, a penner of deelarations, and filled 
a whole trunk with the fingle fhoes of women, fuch. was his 
humour, with whom he had the fame occafion; this man 
having chofen the meafure of the wive’s foot, the other of 
the hufband’s head, to remain as the trophies of their lafci- 
vioufnefs. This is, I know, only a Julianifme, and you 
think, and are glad of the occafion, that as oft as you have 
to do with the Nonconformifts, you have a liberty to {peak 
prophanely, like thofe that will on purpofe curfe and {wear 
the rather in civil company. For I fuppofe you make thus 
_ bold with the Sacraments, becaufe I mentioned an argument 
not very weak on their part, that to inftitute and impofe 
ceremonies, was to make fo many new Sacraments ; foraf- 

Vou. II, 30 | — mquch 
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much as our church declares, ‘‘ that they ferve not only for 
‘«¢ decent order and gadly difcipline, but they are apt to ftir 
“‘ yp the dull mind of man to the remembrance of his duty 
“to God, by fome fpecial and notable fignificancy whereby © 
“‘ they may be edified.” And further our church defines a 
Sacrament ‘* an outward vifible fign of an inward fpiritual 
_ © grace.” And Iadded, “ Our author befides makes them 
‘¢ by his principle,when commanded, a new part of the divine 
“ taw.”’ But to this ¥ do not find that in a very large and 
noifome difcourfe you give any tolerable anfwer, but this jeer 
of facraments of lowfinefs and cuckeldry*, as m your other 
book, that they cry facraments, facraments, as if you had 
been fwearing a Dutch oath; fave that you infift upon the 
old anfwer ftill, that ‘divine inftitution is the only thing 
“ neceflary to the nature and office of a Sacrament +.” 
Whereas, i think with fubmiffion, that by the fame argu 
- ment, there can be no idolatry in the world. For idolatry 
is either worfhipping a falfe God; or elfe the worfhipping 
of a true God after a falfe manner. Now, may you not as 
well fay, that becaufe there is but one true God, therefore 
men cannot adore a falfe one; becaufe there is but one true 
worfhip, men cannot practife fuperftition ; as becaufe there 
are but two true Sacraments, men cannot devife new ones ? 
And though the church allows them not for Sacaments, you 
may remember the cafe of Julian’s foldiers at the burning of 

incenfe. 


e Reproof, from p, 180 tO p. 204, + Idem, p. 186. 
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incenfe. It feems to me much the fame, as if, becaufe God 
made man upright, it were not poflible for him to feek out 
many inventions. But enough of this, only I will furnifh 
them with one argument more, though none of: the weigh- 


- tieft, out of the Rationale of the Common Prayer *, which 


you ought not to have been ignorant of, the Bifhop in- 
ftructing us, that the colleé&ts are by fome of the ancients 
called /acramenta, ‘‘ either becaufe their chief ufe was at - 
“¢ the communion, or becaufe they were uttered per facerda- 
‘‘ zem.” At this rate there would indeed be /acraments, fa- 
craments ; I might pretend to bea fhred ofa facrament ; the 
whole liturgy would be fo many facraments ; nay your Re- 
proof might buftle to be.a facrament, as Peing uttered too 
per — 


In many places of your book, and fure you think it a 
lucky hit, you would fix upon me the old Martin Mar- 


prelate (in one page you do it four times) let me only de- 


fire you as often to remember Martin Parker +, and your 
relation to him; for to my knowledge, if you do not 
make ‘‘ ballads to the difgrace of religion,” you are a finger 
of fuch ballads, and if you be curious I will at a more 
convenient time rehearfe them to you. 


You had faid our Saviour in chafing the fellers out of 
the temple (tradefmen you call them) had ‘¢ put on, out 
3 0 2 “¢ of 


* ites p. 68. + Reproof, p. 813. 
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‘of an hot fit of zeal, * a feeming fury and tranfport of 
‘‘ paffion, and that he took upon him in that aétion the 
‘¢ perfon and priviledge of a Jewifh zelote.” This I found 
fault with in my former book, and with good reafon, if 
you would but confider that you fay, {*a well meaning ze- 
‘¢ lote is the worft of all villains.” You ftill defend it here 
by the examples of Phinees and Elias; and to have been 
‘© a power or at leaft a licenfe for private perfons to execute 
“by publick authority notorious malefactors, upon the 
“ place, without form and procefs of law +.” This privi- 
ledge is very far fetched, and long difcontinued, if from 
the time of Phinees and Elias until our Saviour, there were 
no new claim entered. But really it feems to me, by this 
amd fome other paffages, that you -do not attribute much 
belief to the miracles of our Saviour, among which per- 
haps this was one of the moft remarkable. For, to omit 
other authors, Grotius, who ought to be of as much value 
with you as all the reft put together, interprets the text 
thus: Regui (ui in hominum animos [pecimen aliquod Chriftus 
dederat afinorum accitu. Majus nunc & maxine admira- 
bile edit in purganda ede paterna, nulla ut externa fola di- 
vina virtute venerabilis. Our Saviour, faith he, ‘* had 
‘© given an experiment of his kingdom over the minds of 
“men by his fending for the affes. He gives now a greater 
‘and moft admirable proof thereof by this cleanfing of 

| ‘¢ his 


* Preface to Eccl. Pol. p, 7. and Defence, p.152. + Reproof, p. 134. 
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‘‘ his Father's houfe, which he did by the -— of his 


‘¢ Divine power, not of any external violence.” 


I had quoted upon occafion Mr. ‘Hales his book of (chien, 
and Doétor Stillingfleet (who though yet living, deferves the 
honour to be already cited for good authority) * does the _ 
fame, asI find fince, ftiling him ‘as learned and judicious 
«© a divine as moft our nation hath bred, in his excellent — 
‘though little tra&t of fchifme + ;” and tranfcribes the 
fame paflages. You hereupon laugh at me, for having faid 
in his commendation that he was.a man ‘ who had cleared 
 6¢ himfelf from froth and groons.” Had I been the author 
of that expreffion, it was not at all ridiculous, but is very 
proper and. fignificant, and founded upon a Latine claffical 
faying. . But the beft fport is, it is Mr. Hales his own words 
in that fame book ; and though Mr. Hooker were ‘ fo long- 
‘“¢ winded an author” ‘that you never could read him, me- 
thinks you might have. had the patience upon this occafion. 
to have perufed Mr. Hales his book of eight pages. But: 
to amend the matter you fay, “the loftieft thing that~ can 
‘© be faid of fo great a man as Mr. Hales is, that he was 
‘“¢ neither a mad man nor a fanatick.” I yield, Mr. Bayes, 
and inftead of admiring ‘* that majefty and beauty which 
‘fits upon the forehead of mafculine truth and. generous: 
‘ honefty,” I will henceforward admire only: the maidenly 
modefty and rofial ane that bloorn on your cheeks and 


| inhabit. 
* Iren, p. 120. + Reproof, p. 143. 
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inhabit your forehead. But this will not fuffice: Mr. Hales 
you fay too was aSocinian. I fee you did not ferve your 
fanatick prenticefhip in vain. No man can tell you truth 
but he muft prefently be a Socinian. You have fpent much 
paper in your defence, ,to decipher the fanatick deport- 
ment toward all adverfaries: but, whether it be theirs 
or no, Iam fure you have learnt it to the height. “He - 
«has dropped,” you fay, ‘* fome loofe paflages in that trea- 
&« tife, for which himfelf was then cenfured and the book 
“e is ftill, though the author be pardoned, becaufe as he 
<¢ did not firft publith it, fo he afterward recanted it.” 
Moft judicially faid, and in the language of the tribunal. 
But who told you this fine ftory ? Doctor Heylin I warrant 
you ; for as for yourfelf it appears you never read him. But 
if Mr. Hales of Schifme be too loofe for you, will you be 
pleafed to admit my Lord Archbifhop of Canterburies au- 
thority ; that the {chifme is alwayes the crime of thofe who 
give the occafion ? But if neither Mr. Hales, nor the late 
, Lord Archbifhop may be trufted in the matter, pray, Sir, 
inquire in the fhops for Copernicus of fchifme, if there be 
any fuch treatife, for that author would have been the moft 
_ proper to have folved the a as either way. 


You take occafion here and in very many other places 
of yourbook, to tax me partly upon Bifhop Bramhall’s 
account * (and more of my Lord _—s Laud, Hugo - 

6 _ _Grotius, 
* Reproof, p. 140. 
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Grotius, and others)-asif I had traduced him under a feem- 
ing commendation. To this ence for all, -Had it not 
been for your Preface to .Bifhop Bramhall (which I- will. 
never pardon, becaufe it drew me out into publick to be a 
writer) I had never medled with him. But no man will 
fare the better or gain reputation by keeping yau company 
whereas you intrude yourfelf upon men of the beft autho- 
rity, ‘by their names to render yaurfelf confiderable. In 
that preface you fluffed out the bifhop with fuch bombaft, 
you rung fuch an irceffant peal of in Laudem Thome bum, 
‘bum, bum, fine fine, that it would have made an_horfe 
break his halter. But now that.I have wrought fo good ar: 
effea, asto refcue him in fome fort from you, and that: 
you have firice (which looks prettily) :printed your preface’ 
without -his book, I will not (though I have fo freth a 
temptation by ‘your cenfuse of Mr. Hales) further maleft 
his memory, but let his life and death be buried together. 
And if I have in fome hiltorical paflages writ too diftinélly, . 


E cannot afcribe whatfoever errour of that kind I may have: — 


committed, to any other caufe than the reading of-.ibb 
books, which have perhaps vitiated my ftile as-well as others. 
For ever fince you. were to be fold at Jo. Shirley’s, Sam: 
Thompfon'’s, Rich. Davis's, J. Martin's, James Collins’s, 
Henry Hall’s, you have fo perpetually peftered the prefs 
with your own books and obftructed better authors, that 


men have {carce had any —_ elfe to read, and fo your 
- virulence: 


td 
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virulence has corrupted the age you live in. For as I in- 
ftanced to.you in my former book, your malignant remark 
even upon Bifhop Bramhall, that, ‘ as far as the prejudice 
of the age would permit him, he was an acute‘philofopher ;” 
I think it now pertinent to thew in fome few examples more 
how civil you areto your friends, and -of confequence how 
generous to your adverfaries. Firft, for friend Galen. - **I 
‘¢ confefs that Galen gave a kind of fpecimen in ‘his book 
‘¢ de ufu partium, which though it is indeed a famous work, 
“yet it is not fo divine 'as.to be writ by enthufiafme; 
_ but alwayes feemed to me fuch a thing as might either be 
‘¢ very much amended, or much improved: which I do 
‘not fay that I may extenuate Galen’s commendation *.” 
No, I know you do not, juft as, ‘ you did not publifh 
‘‘ your preface to impair Mr. B’s. efteem in the leaft, but 
‘© to correct his fcribbling humour, and for a warning to 
¢ the rat-divines, and to fhow how the bifhop baffled him 
‘* without condefcending to his /yfematical and pu/b-pin di- 
“ ginity +.’ Then Friend Harvy. ‘ In whatfoever man- 
‘¢ ner therefore generation is performed, whether the man 
‘do only, &c. (which excellent Dodtor Harvy guefies at, 
“¢ but not fo ingenioufly as he is wont.”) And yet you were 
not acquainted with your comfortable importance. Who 
next ? °* I wonder how Mercurius Tri/megifius could cozen 
“‘thofe great counfellors of criticifme t, Lipfius, the Scali- 


‘* gers, 
*Tent.p.77. +iIdem, p.106. tIdem,p 189. 
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“gers, &c. and I cannot but admire that’ Lipfius, Scali- 
“‘ ger, Voflius, nay, and Grotius too, fo many clearfighted 
“© men, fhould underftand the thing wrong, as if they did it 
‘© on fet purpofe *.” See more, ‘ our countrymen Sanford 
‘© or Parker, in a moft learned book of Chrift’s defcending 
‘¢ into hell, which begun by Sanford, Parker finifhed, firft 
‘¢ attempted to<accommodate, wrong and rafhly, the theo- — 
‘< logical hiftory of the Gentiles to the facred hiftory : but 
‘ whoever was the firft author, the venerable names of 
‘¢ Scaliger, Selden, Bochart, Voflius, ay, and Grotius 
‘again, brought it in reputation ; . fo that every man that 
‘© affects to be accounted a prime philologer, fets up forth- 
‘“¢ with to accommodate of any fafhion the Greek matters 
6 to the Hebrew; the fcabbado of which affectation does 
«fo break out every day, &c +.” but they got the itch it 
feems firft of Grotius, and thofe other fcoundrels. Itis to be 
confidered, Mr. Bayes, that you are the wonder of this age, fo 
they muft all fubfcribe to you, and carry your booksafter you. 
On: “I donot queftion but that great and honourable. 
‘© perfon Picus Mirandula wasa perfonof {ftupendous parts and. 
‘¢ learning: yet Iam {ure that thofe notions wherewith he made | 
‘¢ the greateft noife in the world, were but grand and pomp- 
‘¢ ous futilities ¢.”” For the {chool doctors you abufe them at 
every turn ||; and I could away with it better but for one 
reafon, which is, that you fay in the fifth leaf of your 
Vou. Il. 3 P Preface : 


* Tent. p. 188. + Idem, p. 265. $Cenf. Plat. Phil, p. roo. — | Idem, 
p. 68 and p. 93, and Reproof, p. 201. 
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Preface : ‘it was never any part of the Church of Eng- 
«< Jand’s defign to exchange the old fchool doctors for Calvi- 
“nian fyf{temes and fyntagmes,”’ fo that it is nat fo hand- 
fomely faid of them therefore that ‘they are full of 
“fuch ftuff as makes fools ftare, and wife men laugh *.” 
But whereas I had hereupon faid p. 213. that you had 
owned the fchoolmen for authors of the Church of Eng- 
land’s divinity, you formally deny it, infulting with all 
your natural and acquired rudenefs. It is not wogth the 
reader’s trouble to interefs him in fuch a foolifh brabble ; 
but if any one pleafe to take the pains to in{pect your book 
again, as I have done, and quoted the Igaf on this occafion, 
the moft he ¢an fay will be that you have cheated me; but _ 
if you have done. it fo cunpingly that it cannot be made 
out evidently, ] am content to go by the lof. Y¥et for a 
collateral proof, how far to sely either upon your good 
faith or good memory in what you yourfelf write, let him 
take one inftance where you quote me in my page 120. 
‘© Thus when you cite for your own, convenience that paf- 
 fage, that rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft, you are 
“* pleafed to add too, that this text will fcarce admit my 
‘‘ interpretation ; and yet you know no.more what my in- 
6 terpretation would be than you do what witchcraft and 
“ rebellion are +.” You might have done me the fa- 
vour inftead of faying ‘*I cite it for mine own conveni- 
“ence,” to have begun with my own words; “TI will 


| _ “© allow 
* Reproof, p. 200, 201. + Idem, p. 124, 
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‘¢ allow him that rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft.” But 
that candor is not to be expected: Yet to fhow you that I 
know better whiat you write, and what your interpretation 
would be than you do yourfelf, pray read in your Preface 
to Bifhop Bramhall, 32 leaf; where you fay, ‘ the clergy 
‘S of England are as ftrongly principled againft the hateful 
‘¢ fin of rebellionas againft witchcraft or idolatry.” Then fee 
the text 1 Sam. 14, 25. ‘For rebellion isas the fin of witch- — 
‘* craft and ftubbornnefs is as iniquity and idolatry.” Now, 
Mr. Bayes, whether did I not at leaft guefs fhrewdly at your 
Interpretation ? But you areexcufable, forafmuch as you. 
confefied in-that Preface, both at beginning andend, ‘ that 
*¢ you knew not what it would prove, nor had leifure not 
‘‘ patience to examine whether it. were idle or not idle *.”” - 
_ Proceed: ‘‘I might have added to them the late grand dop- 
‘¢ matical mafter of modern orthodoxy, whofe rude dogma- 
“¢ tizing has occafionéd as many controverfies in the Chrif- 
“¢ tian.church as ever Manes and Valentinus did.’’ Had 
you told his name it had been fairer; but by the proje& of 
that whole book it feems to be Calvine. So, Mr. Bayes, he 
is fied: you have done his work that he fhall never lift up 
his head again. Yet; ‘ Lucian is every where fo abufive 
and bitter in his fatyres againft all forts of philofophers, 
‘¢ that, if hii mouth be dny flander, they muft have been 
‘a pack of the vileft villains that ever breathed: +.” Ne-_ 
verthelefs you fay, ‘* fome have flandered Plato himfelf, 
3P2 ‘© together 


* Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 93. ' + Idem, p. 6. 
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“‘ together with Socrates, as guilty of that unnatural fin of 
‘¢ the luftful Sodomites; which calumny had never gained 
‘¢ any credit with us, had it not been.reported by fome of the 
‘ancient fathers ; and yet it is too notorious to diflemble, 
. © that thofe fathers were not only very carelefs in their re- 
‘¢ lations concerning them, being apparently guilty of innu- 
‘© merable faults of memory, but alfo in many inftances 
“highly difingenuous; infomuch that I find no profe- 
“€ writer agree fo much with their reports as Lucian, whofe 
‘¢ main defign it was to abufe every thing that was grave and 
‘¢ fober *,” Well {poke for your clients, Mr. Bayes ; ay, 
and for yourfelf too. For, ‘* while you,” forfooth,, ** take 
“ only that moft delightful profpe@ to behold others fcram- 
“: bling and afpiring to thofe things which you contemn and 
‘“‘ trample upon, and while your palate is not furfeited and - 
“¢ dloyed with the fame repeated relifhes +’ (for you were 
but newly come from your grewel) ‘nor your eye quite 
‘© weary of beholding the fame repeated objects, yet you 
‘“¢ could have been highly contented (upon the account of a 
‘¢ philofophic curiofity) to leave this prefent theater, that 
‘¢ you might enter upon the next for the delight of being 
‘‘ entertained with a new fcene of things $;" yet you 
handled it fo, that by p. 242, you were ‘ upon the very 
‘‘ point of your departure to London.” Go on and 
profper. But, ‘‘ had the priftine learning of Egypt been 
‘‘the fame it was in later ages, it had been as great a 

, ‘¢ difparagement 

* Cenf. Plat. Phil, p. 19, 20. t+ Idem, p. 18. t Idem, p. 16. 
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‘© difparagement to Mofes, as ‘tis now juftly reputed a 
‘commendation, that he was accomplifhed in all the 
cc Egyptian learning, and had amounted only to this, that 
‘‘ he was a vain, trifling, fuperftitious fellow *.” Why fo? 
You put it, Mr. Bayes, too hard upon Mofes. For neither 
did you intend it as a difparagement to Bifhop Bramhall, that 
‘¢as faras the prejudice of the age would permit him, he | 
‘¢ was an acute philofopher +.”” Still, it ‘is not my defign 
‘‘ by reprefenting thofe primitive fages as fools and dunces, 
“© ¢9 rob them of that efteem and veneration with which uiey 
“¢ have been defervedly honoured in all fucceeding ages.’ 
That is more gentle where you fay, ‘* you might give account 
“‘ too of the mean abilities of Orpheus and Pythagoras, but 
‘¢ that you delight not to {peak too hardly of any virtuofo’s 
‘‘ afhés ¢.”” But to conclude, whether do you handle our 
Saviour himfelf more foftly ? ‘© And then if ‘we look into 
‘our Saviour’s life, the unparalleled civility and obliging- 
“ nefs of his deportment feems to be almoft as high an evi- 
“¢ dence of the truth and divinity of his doGrine, as his un- 
‘¢ paralleled miracles were. For it is altogether unima- 
‘‘ ginable that fo {weet-natured a perfon fhould be fo bafe 
‘ and profligate an impoftor, as he muft have been, if he had 
‘been one.”” And yet yourfelf muft, and do, avow, that 
_he was not fo fweet-natured to - Scribes and Pharifees, 
| “© Matt. . 
. Cent Plat. Phil, p. 242. Idem, p. 101. + Idem, p. 102. $Idem, p. 25. 
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Matt. xxiii. x 5. Woe unto you Scribes and Pharifees, 
« hypocrites, for ye compafs fea and land to make one pro- 
“¢- felyte, and when he is made, you make him twofold more 
“ the child of hell than yourfelves, &c.”’ and fo in many 
other places. .You know too, that he was once in a very 
“ hot fit of zeal, and a feeming fury and tranfport of paf- 
“ fion.”” You fay too, that, ‘ whereas the gentle and 
‘6 fweet~natured. St. John was his darling difciple, you often 
“© find him checking Peter's rade and unmannerly zeal.” - 


‘But by the way, where is it that you find. it fo often? I 
cannot find it. more than once, which was when he rebuked. 
him for cutting off Malchus his ear: neither is he there fo 
fevere upon him as you are,, to tax him of rudene/s and un- 
manner linefs. But once is not often. You, I doubt, trufted 
herein. tao much to your memory, and thought he had 
checked. his zeal four times, becaufe the fame thing is re- 
lated by all the four Evangelifts. I find, indeed; that our 
Saviour, r John xxu. checked Peter for. inquiring what 
fhould be of John 5. and.afked him,. ‘* what is-that to thee.?” 
But here he repraved not his zeal but his curiofiry. And at 
another time, Matt. xiv. 31. when Peter walking on the 
water, began to fink, he blamed his want of faith. And. 
xvi. Matt. 23.. aur: Saviour faid to him, ‘* Get thee behind: 
‘© me, Satan, thou art an offence unto me, for thou favoureft 
© not the things that be of God, but the things that be of 

| : | | men.” 
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men.” But this was not neither becaufe of Peter’s zeal, 
but the unfeafonable care he had of our Saviour’s: preferva- 


tion. And J do not at prefent remember that he was checked . 


oftener upon whatfoever occafion. This miftake arifes from 
reading of Plutarch; when you fhould be at your Bible and 
devotions: and ‘* the ravifhing delight you take m labour- 
“‘ ing your periods, and framing your own thoughts and 


“ conceptions into words,” makes you forget the text of 


Scripture. You were fuse, and had forme sea remaming, 
that fome-body was checked; and fo it were for zeal, 
(which was to your prefent purpofe) it was not fo much niat- 
ter with you on whom it lighted. Whereas indeed I doubt. 
it was that very John whom you oppofe to Peter. For, 
 Buke ix. 54. he, becaufe a village of the Samaritans would. 
not entertain our Saviour, would. prefently have “‘ com- 
“ raanded fire from heaven to confume them,.. as did Elias” 
(whom too you quoted for one.of your Zelotes.) And him,. 
indeed, .our Saviour feverely rebuked for that zeal, telling. 
him,, ‘* he knew not what manner of {pirit he was of.” 
And. to- this. I might add Matt.. x. 39. and Luke xx.. 20. 
where the mother of Zebedee’s' children, and. the fons 
James and.this John would: firft have covenanted with. our 
Saviour, that he fhould grant them whatfoever. they. defired, 
and then made it the requeft of their family, ‘* that they: 
“ two might fit, one at his right hand and the other at: his. 
‘‘ left in his kingdom ;”’ for which he rebuked. them, faying 
5. | further, 


~ 
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further, ‘* Whofoever will be great among you fhall be your: 
‘© fervant ; and whoever will be the chief of you fhall' be 
‘¢ the fervant of all.’ So that indeed I doubt you have 
robbed John to pay Peter with his rudene/s and unmanner- 
line/s, and in making it often, you have miftook thus the 
number of the perfons for the frequency of the time. But 
you may perhaps objet, that this laft of John was not a 
fault of zeal, but of ambition ;. neverthelefs, becaufe fome 
mens zeal is only for pre-eminence, and thereupon they are 
often rude and unmannerly to their betters, I thought it not 
unfeafonable to put you in mind of it on this occafion, that 
you might apply it to yourfelf,; and learn, that being an 
Archdeacon, you ought, inftead of contending for fuperi- 
ority over others, to be their minifier. But I pray you refle& 
{erioufly upon this your miftake, and hereafter either read the 
Englifh Bible more carefully, and “ the words” (but you will 
not allow them to be fo) ‘* of ourSaviour and the Apoftles*,”” 
or elfe, like a traditor, lay it by for good and all, as “a 
‘¢ book in fome places erroneous, in fome places {carce fenfe, 
‘© and of dangerous confequences, when every pert, bold, 
‘“¢ and conceited fellow takes upon himfelf to raife doGrines 
‘and opinions thence, contrary to the meaning of God in. 
‘¢ his holy word, and contrary to the mind and meaning of 
“ the Holy Ghoft, &c +.” 

But, to let thefe things be as they will, it is however too 
bold to fay (but you durft not adventure further) that ‘“ the 
“ civility 
+ Idem, p. 105. 
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¢ civility of our Saviour’s deportment was almoft as high an 
‘¢ evidence of the divinity of his doétrine, as his unparalleled 
“¢ miracles, otherwife he had been a bafe and profligate im- 
*¢ poftor *.” You ought not to: put fuch things as thefe 
upon crofs and pile fo, for ill ufe may be made of it, though 
it fhould be againft your intention. And really, had you 
writ as much of Mahomet as you have here done of Chrift 
and Mofes, you have put fair to be, as you have been the | 
fecond author of Ecclefiaftical Politie, fo now, of the tre 
grandi impoftori.. So that you fee, I hope, by this time, if 
my ftile hath differently deciphered the fame perfon in dif- 
ferent circumftances, where I learnt it, but have not yet 
attained the height of your faculty. 


- You condemn me for having, in my p. 309 +, mentioned 
the reverend Bifhop Andrews his form of confecration of a 
church or chapel, which I might have done at large, and 
inferted fomething of hiftory that depends upon it: but I 
did not. Neither fhall I now fay any thing further, but only 
refer you to Archbifhop Parker, p. 85. of his Antiguitates 
Ecclefie Britannice, where you may find what his judgment 
was in this cafe of things of the very fame nature. 


I had faid, p. 166 of my book, that I could quote my 
Lord Verulam to your confufion.: hereupon you tell me 
the ‘* quotation of my Lord Verulam would have been more 


* Cenf, Plat. Phil. p. 25. + Reproof, p. 138. 
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“ to the purpofe, or the ftory of pork, which you fay I 
“know, but I fay, I do not know ; or however, if I did, you 
‘© might have had the manners to have told it for his Ma- 
‘¢ tefties fake, becaufe he knows how to make ufe of it *.” 
You think you put me-hard toit.. I'am forry that I muft 
trouble the reader with fuch ftuff, and: thefe mean contefts 
de lana porcina.. But this is all the fleece a man can hope for 
in fhearing you. I had told you, fir, (there was not a word 
of his Majefty) in my p. 300, alluding to your tautologies, 
‘¢that all the. variety of your treat is pork (you know the 
“ ftory) but fo little difguifed by goed’ cookery, that it dif- 
“ covers the miferablenefs, or rather the penury of the hoft.” 
Now here have you brought my p. 166 into conjunétion 
with my p. 300, that (which every man will difcern) becaufe 
my Lord Verulam was mentioned, you, might make a quib- 
ble betwixt pork and bacon. Nor did'L,ever. fee a quibble 
fetched at. greater diftance, or-more.cunningly carried, But 
in whatfoever you undertake you are extraordinary, as (be- 
caufe I promifed-you before fome inftances in your. Ecclefi-. 
aftical Politie). where you, are informing the world concern- 
ing fome ‘* feds of men made up of fanctified fury, &c. +” 
Tois gar Prefbutercifin, &c. which was to make a Greek 
quibble, forfooth, upon the Prefbyterians, and of fo many 
ages ago. Whereas the ‘good old poet. never dreamed of 
any fuch on or fuch a nation, and the chronology and 

| geography. 

* Reproof, p. 55. - Ft Eccl. Pol. p. 150, 
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geography of it variés as much as in the play of Mofes and 
Julius. Czfar. A third inftgnce {ha be in an anagram you 
give us of Calvin, that ‘is Culina: though it be in two 
languages that underftand not one another, and the maa 
{pent very litthe in hiskitchen, nor made provifion for it, 
but all went to his ftudy, and yet his whole inventory at his 
death mounted not to above feventy pounds fterling. This 
may ferve for a {pecimen or {fcantling of your wit, and to 
fhew how well you fpent your time at both univerfities : 
“which I'do aot fay by ay means to diminifh your juft 
‘¢ commendation,” for certainly none ever quibbled with 
greater Enthufiafme. 


I thall v upon this occafion take leave to digrefs a Tittle fur- 
ther concerning Calvin and Geneva, to. which you are every 
where a declared enemy. The town you might have fpared, 
if not for his, yet for Sales his fake, the Bifhop of Geneva 3 
whofe book was thought fit to be licenfed by your prede- 
ceffot Doctor Heywood: though afterwards it was called 
in and burnt by proclamation, but the Do@tor was punijbed 
with preferment, But as to Calvin himfelf, it had been 
well that you had rather imitated the incomparable modefty 
and candor of Reverend Mr. Hooker in all his writings, 
and efpecially in this particular ; but how fhould you imi- 
tate him whom, notwithftanding your challenging and de- 
‘ying the Nonconformitts with his Ecclefiaftical Politie, it 

3 ol 2 feems 
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feems you had never read. ‘*I think,” faith he, ‘that 
6 Calvin was incomparably the wifeft man that ever the 
‘¢ French church did enjoy, fince it enjoyed him. Divine 

‘¢ knowledge he gathered not by hearing or reading, fo much 

‘¢ as by teaching others. For though thoufands were deb- 

“tors to him as touching knowledge in that kind, yet he 

‘tonone, but only to God the author of that moft blef- 

“fed fountain the book of life; and of the admirable 
“¢ dexterity of wit, together with the -helps of other 
‘“ Jearning, which were his guides.” And I find the Reve- 

rend Bifhop of Durham, -Doéor Morton, in his little tra@ 

de pace Ecclefiaftica, had no lefs opinion of him. In that 

traét the bifhop, as alfo .Bifhop Davenant, Bifhop Hall, 

and others do with fingular wifdom and piety treat concern- 

ing reconciliation of Proteftants among themfelves: a de- 

fign much more probable and better timed than that which 
was fet up by others for the accommodating of our Church 

with the Roman. There he faith, confulant ili fi placet 

Lutherum, Melanchthonem, ‘fac. Andream Brentium. Nes 

Calvinum noftrum, Petrum Martyrum & Zanchium profere- 

mus (we will produce faith he our Calvin) gui finguli in 

Ecclefa Chrifts veluti prime magnitudinis lumina ful Yerunt. 

“And he adds upon occafion in the next page, Hac Calvinus 

tam. pacate, tam placide, tamque indulgenter, ut jam non homo 

fed ipfa humanitas loqui videatur. It were endlefs to cite 
teftimonies of all forts of men, not only of the Proteftant, 

but 
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but of the Romifh, perfwafion concerning that excellent 
perfon :. but indeed he needs no more certain commendation _ 
than that he is traduced and accufed by you. And whereas 
you tax him as pragmatical and intermedling with other 
mens matters ; what could he do otherwife, - all the learned 
men of Europe foliciting his approved judgement in the 
moft weighty occafions. Nor therefore could he avoid 
that general correfpondence by letters, of another ftile I 
am fure than your letters are, who are therefore offended at. 
him. Though you might have remembered that there were 
fome letters too writ to him by Archbifhop Parker. But 
the defign of you and thofe of your caft has been’ and ' 
{till it feems to continue, againft'all the foraign. churches :. 
and you are but Heylin refufcitated, whofe bufinefs it was 
by his fcandalous hiftories to blacken the whole Reformation, - 
attributing (as Reverend Do&or Moulin well expreffes it) 

and <“ imputing the exceffes that happened by the ordinary | 
** courfe of humane bufinefs unto religion.” And he did 
it to fo good purpofe, that I believe his books have occa- 
fioned among us the defection of more Proteftants unto — 

the Romifhreligion, than any thing that themfelves have’ 

writ in the points of controverfie. And this diftance from ; 

all other of the reformed churches hath been and is held. up - 

by you and your party fo ftudioufly, that. befide what has - 
been writ againft them with all bitternefs, they have even 


in cafes of extremity and neceflity refufed to communicate 
| with. - 
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with them. ‘Hence it is that you fay in your Preface ; 
<¢ Therefore, reader, I beg thy hearty prayers and endeavours 
“¢ for the peace and profperity of the Church of England” 
(he had need when you do fo dangeroufly interrupt it) °¢ for 
<¢ when that is gone it will be very hard to find out ano- 
«¢ther, with which, if thou art either honeft or wife, 
«¢ thou wilt be over forward to joyn communion,” and why - 
fo? Truly I know not unlefs it be for fome more peculiar 
and ceremonial perfection that our church may have attained 
to above others. And this indeed hath been alwayes mag- 
nifyed and efteemed to that height by thofe of your bran 

and leaven, that even our own kings and bifhops have all 
along been characterized by them well or ill, according as 
they promoted thofe matters or remitted them. As for 
Henry the Eighth, he is a gone man, and his {facrilege 
will never be pardoned even in his fucceffors. For Edward 
the Sixth, that miracle. of princes, ‘ yet his death was 
<< none of the infelicities of the Church of England.” But 
might he not have lived to be wifer and better? But in the 
bleffed reign of Queen Mary (as in the preface of the Oxford 
ftatutes compiled in the time of Archbifhop Laud) potiunte 
rerum Maria, inter incerta vacillans flatuta viguit Acade- 
mia, celebrantur fludia, enituit difciplina, & optanda tem- 
porum felicitate (if it could be had again for withing) zadu- 
larum defettus refarcivit innatus candor, & quicquid legibus 
deerat moribus fuppletum eft... But then upon her death there 
4 | came 
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came in an iron age. Terras Afrea reliquit. For decur~ 
rente temporum ferie (that is ix Queen Elizabeth and Kin g 
James his times) & witiis & legibus pariter laboratum eft : 
all was quite {poiled'; yet fometimes fhe was Elizabeth 
and fometimes Old Elfibeth with you, thereafter as fhe be- 
haved herfelf in the matter of conformity, There in her 
Quinto Eliz, ‘‘ fhe was, miferably out in her divinity.” And: 
then in decimo tertio fhe did. no better when fhe wascon- 
tented the Puritans fhauld only fubfcribe the articles 
of doGrine. But at other times. fhe was.pretty tolerable.. 
King James was more bufe than. belonged’ him,, when he 
writ a letter to her in behalf of the Nonconfermifts.: but: 
after he fucceeded her in England he.made amends. But 
he had’a great fault neverthelefs, that he was fo uncivil to: 
the Arminians, even.to fuch a degree, as to ftile ‘ Armi- 
“ nius the enemy of God, Arminianifme herefie, the Ar-. 
‘< minians hereticks and atheiftical fectaries:” For though. 
in England he advanced the epifcopal government, yet he 
had’ adhered: to.the.doétrine of Calvin, which you-and your: 
tribe do fo deteft, that though:a king pleafe you never fo. 
well in matter of: conformity, yet unlefs he humour you. 
too. in Arminianifme or {uch devices, he cannot be.affured of 
your good graces, And. fo itis too even as tothe bifhops.. | 
Archbifhop Cranmer is fubje&t to many exceptions. But. 
Archbifhop “ Parker was a prelate of: great. worth, and: 
no lefs. eminent in the churches caufe.” - But. Archbifhop. 

“ Grindalk 
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“¢ Grindall was a man of another fpirit ; he having con- 
“¢.verfed with Calvin and Beza abroad could not fhake off 
‘“ their acquaintance, or was as willing to continue it as 
“they: when Bifhop of London, he condefcended to 
“¢ have a: French Church fet up in the city: when of York 
‘¢ he entertained corre{pondence with Zanchy a divine of 
“ Heidelberg.” An hainous crime! ‘‘ Nay, but when he 
“ was Archbifhop of Canterbury, he not only connived at 
« the le@tures, which were newly fet up by the Puritans, 
4¢ but even incouraged them.” A fad man was he. But 
then came Archbifhop Whitgift, who repaired all that 
had run to ruine “‘ by the negligence and remifsnefs of 
« fome great Bifhops,” and by the zeal of the Grendalizing 
lefturers. And yet this truly venerable bifhop could not 
efcape cenfure too among you; for, though he were right 
in ceremonies, yet he was wrong in fubftance, and gave 
authority to the articles of Lambeth, which run point blank 
againft the Arminian tenets. Therefore notwithftanding 
all his merits, he can fcarce be forgiven. But Archbifhop 
Bancroft was a man I trow without exception. But then 
as misfortune would have it Archbifhop Abbot fucceeds 
him, and ‘ he was too facil and yielding in the exercife 
46 of that great office, and by his extraordinary remifinefs 
¢ in exacting ftri@t conformity to the prefcribed orders of 
‘¢ the church in point of ceremony, he feemed to refolve 
4¢ thofe legal Bereeninataees to their firft indifferency.. 

“ And 
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® Andhe broughtin fuch an habit of nonconformity, that the 
s¢ future reduction of thofe tender confcienced men toa long 
«¢ difcontinued obedience was at the laft interpreted an inno- 
“vation.” This is out of your Doctor Heylin, who goes 
down with you for gofpel, and is to you like meat, drink, 
and cloathing. All this adoe muft be made for things that 
profit nothing, (fave that to you indeed they are very pro- 
fitable) and according as great princes or eminent prelates 
_ are more or léfs ceremonious, fo muft they be ranked in 
your calendar. By how much a man is more a Chriftian 
you account him the worfe bifhop: and it is now grown; 
inftead of the requifites in Scripture to that facred office, 
_’a fufficient commendation to have been ‘‘ an admirable 
“ Ritualift.” 


*Tis now time to return to our pork and bacon ; but 
becaufe you cry pork pork as often as any raven, I will 
firft, to ftay your ftomach, give you the ftory of the pork, 
and the rather to fatisfie’ another friend of mine, who did 
me the favour to interpret it of his Highnefs the Duke of 
York, when he contented himfelf the former year with the 
homely fare of the mariners at the Dogger-bank., It was at 
- an audience of the embafiadors of the toliansand Antiochus, 
in the Council of Achza, Quintius, the Roman general, being 
prefent, Antiochus his embaffadors boafted there very much 
of the potent armies of their King ; thundring out the hard 

~ Von. II. 3 R names 


490 THE REHEARSAL TRANSPROSED. 
names of Elymiwans, Cadufians, Medians, &c. of which 
they confifted : whereupon Quintius, to take off the won- 
derment and terrour, replyed; (and I will give you honeft 
Philemon Holland for an interpreter) “ Now in faith this is 
mine hoft of Chalcis up and down, a friendly man { affure 
*‘ you, and a good fellow in his houfe, and one that know- 
“eth how to entertain his guefts, and make them very 
«© welcome. We went upon a time to make merry with him 
«© and Iremember it was at Midfummer, when the dayes 
| are longeft and the fun at the hotteft. And as we won- 
6 dered how, at fuch a feafon of the year, he met with 
‘¢ that plenty of venifon, and fuch variety withall, the man, 
« nothing fo vain glorious as thefe fellows are, {miled plea- 
“ fantly upon us, and faid we were welcome to a fealt of 
*‘ good {wine and no better : but well fare a good cook, my 
'  mafters, who by his cunning hand, what with feafoning it, 
os and what with ferving it up with divers fawces, has made 
‘allthis fair fhew of wild flefh, and the fame of fundry 
‘¢ forts.” Thus, Mr. Bayes, have I revealed to you this 
great myfterie of pork, of which you were {fo curious, and 
which tended only, asI told you, to fhow how jejune you 
were, who in all your matters, and even in that of railing, 
whereof you are moft copious and the beft furnifhed, yet are 
forced to ferve up-to the reader continually the cold hathes 
of plain repetitions, to ftuff out your books and fill your 
table. I hope I have with this ftayed your ftomach, and if 
. you 
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you. will but exped a little, FE will too in. } convenient timae 
bring 1 m your Bacon. | 

You had, to make the ceremonies 96 down better. with the 
Nonconformifts, faid, ‘ that twas no more for the magi- 
‘¢ flrate to impofe them, than to determine a new fignifica~ 
«© tion of wordsi’”’ ‘For I it 1s your great art to make the cere- 
monies at once ftupendioufly neceflary, and at the fame 
time defpicably little ;. both a fly and a whale,. 


“In whofe vaft bulk, though ftore of oyle doth lye, 
“ We. find more. fhape, more beauty ina fly oi 


This I made merry with, as of good reafon. Far it would 
raife avery great difordés im the world.to. bouleverfe fo, and 
overturn . the fignification of all words : for even’ in. the nante 
of your fundtion, if a man fhould but chance to lifpe; it 
would malic'a dangevotis: alteration ; but however, to im- 
pofe. fuch contrary fignifications with the fame penalties too, 
would: make wild: work, and pefter the nation with a whole. 
fwarm of informers. But in. that debate, ] inftanced- in 
Auguftus:Cafar, who-was fo fly of unufual-words: and 
this you will needs. have ta’ be a notable miftake, becaufe 
Julius. Cafar compiled’ a book de Avalgia, forgetting that 
Suetonius defcribes-at large Auguftus his. hereditary. exqui- 
fitenefs in-that particular. ‘‘ Thofe which delighted in new 
“‘ words, and thofe which affected old” (apply it to cere- 
| | _ 3R2 " monies) _ 
* Rehearfal-Comedy;, p. 40. + In vita Aug. 86, & 88. 
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monies) ‘ he equally defpifed, both being alike contempti- 
‘¢ ble :” infomuch that it was reported he difplaced a Con-+ 
fular Lieutenant for a fault of orthography : and if ortho- 


graphy in worfhip were now as ftridtly obferved, perhaps — 


your fpiritual lieutenancy. might run the fame rifk. 


I had chanced in my book to fpeak of Hudibras, with 
that efteem which an excellent piece of wit upon whatfoever 
fubje& will alwayes merit. But you hereupon fall into fuch 
a fit and rupture of railing at me, that you have exceeded 
not only all the oyfter-women and butter-whores, but even 
yourfelf, pretending that I have done him fome difhonour. 

Should I ftudy a fuitable return to you, I could not raif@ 
-myfelf into more choler than to call you a jewel, a gla/js 
drop, a tintinnabulum, words that you with fome fympathy 
delight in, and whofe heraldry is to be pendant. As for 
you, I eannot-reftrain you of this liberty, who have wifely 
taken fafeguard in the ecclefiaftical funétion, and forefeeing 
betimes what occafion you might have, thought fit to poft 
yourfelf up in print that ‘you are not valiant *,-Only I could 
have for your own fake wifhed you had not called me Judas, 
left fo eminent a divine as you are, fhould. appear more con- 
cerned for Hudibras than for your Saviour. — For the reft, 

you may pleafe to know, that, whatever you have here faid 
- to me, cannot either diminifh | or a my efteem for that 
author. 


You | 


* Cenf, Plat, Phil, p. 15. 
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_ You foam again as in the falling-ficknefs *, becaufe I had 
faid, that I thought God never intended the clergy for poli- 
tical and fecular imployments, and you make it to be no lefs. 
than blafphemy. If they be fo enamoured of thofe drudge- 
ries, and have deputed you to maintain it, much good may 
itdo them and you. But why fhould you upon no more 
occafion tell me, Fatuos & hujus terre filios quod attinet 
(faith a Jewith zelote) non magis noftro judicio prophetare po/- - 
| funt quam afinus &. rane. “* Affes and tadpoles may as foon 
*€ expect the impreflions of the Divine Spirit, as fuch dunces. 
‘¢ and fots as you:” but thefe words of yours I fuppofe you : 
pretend to be dictated by that Spirit. And further you fay, 
“the Ruac Hakode/b dwell in fuch.a diftempered.and pol- 
‘‘ uted mind as yours ! it may as foon unite itfelf to a fwine.” 
Ruac Hakodefb, Mr. Bayes! this is as your other Bayes has . 
it, “A cruft, a lafting cruft for your rogue critiques: I would ° 
‘ fain fee the proudeft of them all but dare to nibble at this. 
ce Tf they do, this fhall rub their gums for ’em, ,I promife 
| © yout.” doubt your Ruac Hakodefp is but.at. beft a Barh : 
col. But is not this of yours fine.language,- think you, for - 
an 4. Sac. Dom.? O feytang aurang olanda bacala famatay,. 
To fhow. you, Mr. Bayes, that I too have been..fometimes 
converfant.with the Jewifh zelotes, I will tell you hereupon. . 
_ a ftory out of one of them, : that fhall, as yours, be namelefs, . 
_ There was among the Jews.a certain kind of people that : 


| wele:: 
* Reproof, p. 326; + Rehearfal Comedy, p. 14. , 
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were called pro/élytes, which you may in Englifh interpret 
turn-coats, concerning whom was that expreffion that I 
quoted you before of our Saviour’s, Matt. xxiii. 15. ‘* Wo 
© unto you Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites, for you com- 
© pafs fea and land to make a profelyte, and when he is 
‘€* made, you make him twofold more the child. of hell than 
-* you yourfelves.” Now what I fhall tell you of thefe men, 
I would not have you to mifapply unto fuch confcientious 
perfons, as Rave re-united themfelves unto the difcipline of 
-our church ; for F wifh that all’ the Nonconformifts rather 
could find reafon to do in like manner: but it relates parti- 
cularly to yourfelf, who, abandoning all modefty and Chri- 
ftianity toward your former party, have defiled and difho- 
‘noured’ the church that has received you. intw protection. 
But concerning thefe profelytes and turn-coats it was that 
the Jews had that maxime, Profelyti @ paderafta impediunt 
adventum Mefia: and again, Profelyti fuat fcut [cabies 
. Dfraell; that they were like a {cab or leprofie to Ifrael.. There- 
‘fore when a profelyte was circumcifed, they firft catechized 
‘him about the fincerity of his converfion ; whether he did. 
not do it, 0b adipifcendas divitias, to make his fortune; ob 
timorem, for fear of fome inconvenience; or laftly, ob 
amorem erga aliquam Ifraeliticam, whether there were not 
fome woman in the bottom of the bufinefs. For they had 
a fhrewd fufpicion of them, quod non periti effent mandato- 
rum, guodve inducerent vindiftas, atque infuper quod forte 
| | x corum 


td 
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corum opera imitarentur Ifraelite: and therefore it was guod — 
profelyti opus babebant triumviratu, and they would, not truft 
them until three men had examined and taken care that all 
were right. And if it chanced that both the man and the 
wife came together to be profelytes, they were ufed to fepa~ 
rate and keep them apart for ninety days, ut dijudicari poffit 
inter prolem in fantlitate genitam. Nay, moreover there was 
a baptifme peculiarly folemn before they could be admitted, . 
and a great ceremonial rationale by which it was to be admi-- - 
niftred. The whole body was to be dipped merfione ana... 
Si, excepto apice sminimi digiti, manebat adbuc in immundi-. 
tia. Si quis capillofus admodum, omnem crinem. capitis ab-- 
luere neceffe erat. And there were many other fcrupulous. 
niceties in this wafhing. As for the water; Lomo Gonorrheus - 
non mundatur nifi in fonte :+ fed menftruofa OP Profelytus in 
colleétione aguarum. But put the cafe the. fame. man were — 
Profelytus and Gonorrheus too, though the Rabbies-were very 


exact, I find not this decided; but it is eafie to colle& that: — 


he muft have pafled thorow both waters: They. were fo - 
curious as to regulate what proportion too of water was fuf- 
ficient, and the leaft quantity that could be allowed was, 
quatuor fee aquarum, and the dimenfion cubitus guadratus, . 
&c. Now, Mr. Bayes, I would gladly be fatisfyed whether 
you have been rightly and duly profelyted according to thefe 
ceremonies, (for you know that the Jewifh ceremonies are. 
not fo abrogated but that the Proconful may re-eftablifh 

| them) | 
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them) but particularly have you been drawn crofs the river _ 
to Lambeth? Has not fo much as the top of your little finger 
efcaped ducking ? Is there not one hair of your head but has 
been over head and ears in the river? All this ought to have 
been exactly obferved, ( (efpecially confidering how much filth 
you brought about you) elfe .you are not a true turn- 
coat but remain ftill in your uncleannefs. And you might 
_ have had the advantage, in traverfing thus the water, to have 
catched fome of the prophecying tadpoles you {peak ef. But 
- really, there is yourfelf, and fome few more fuch profelytes 
to our church, that are fo-impure creatures, that before you 
had been admitted ‘into it, i# had been abfolutely neceffary 
for you to have pafled:thorow this cold water ordeal. 


You do three times at leaftin your Reproof*, and in 
your Tranfprofer Rehearfed well nigh half the book thorow, 
run upon an author J. M. which does not a little offend 
me. For why fhould any other man’s reputation fuffer in a 
conteft betwixt you and me? But it is becaufe you refolved 
to fufpeét that he had an hand in my former book, wherein 
whether you deceive yourfelf or no, you deceive others ex- 
treamly. For by chance I had not feen him of two years 
_ before ; but after I undertook writing, I did more ‘care- 
fully avoid either vifiting or fending to him, left I fhould ° 
any way involve him in my confequences. And you might 
have ita or I am fure your friend the author of the 


. Comman 
2 * Reproof, p. 125. 
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Common Places could have told you, (he too hada flafh at. 
J.M. upon my account) that had he took you in hand, 
you would have had caufe to repent the occafion, and not 
efcaped fo eafily as you did under my Tranfprofal. -But I 
take it moreover very ill that you fhould have fo mean an 
opinion of me, as not to think me competent to write. 
fuch a fimple book as that without any affiftance. It is a 
fign (however you upbraid me often as. your old acquain-_ 
tance) that you did not know me well, and that we had not - 
_ much converfation together. But becaufe in your 115 p.. 
you are fo particular ** you know a friend of ours, &c.”’ in- 
tending that J. M. and his anfwer to Salmafius, . I think it 
here feafonable to acquit my promife to you in giving the 
reader a {hort trouble concerning my firft acquaintance with 
you. J. M. was, and is, a man of great learning and. 
fharpnefs of. wit as any man. It was his misfortune, living 
in a tumultuous time, to be toffed on the wrong fide, and 
he writ flagrante bello certain dangerous treatifes. His 
books of Divorce I know not whether you may have ufe 
of; but thofe upon which you take him at advantage were - 


of no other nature than that which I mentioned to you, writ _- 


by your own father ; only with this difference, that your | 
father’s, which I have by me, was written with the fame | 
defign, but with much lefs wit or judgement, for which. 

there was no remedy: unlefs you will fupply his judgment 
with his high court of juftice. At his Majefties happy re- 
> Vou. II. 3 S° turn, | 
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turn, J. M.did partake, even as you yourfelf did for all 


your huffing, of his regal clemency, and has ever fince expi- 
ated himfelf ina retired filence. It was after that, I well 
remember it, that being one day at his houfe, I there firft 
met you and accidentally. Since that I have been {carce 
four or five times in yourcompany, but, whether it were 
my forefight or my good fortune, I never contracted any 
friendfhip or confidence with you. But then it was, when 
you, as I told you, wandered up and down Moor-fields 
aftrologizing upon the duration of his Majefties government, 
that you frequented J. M. inceflantly and haunted his houfe 
day by day. What difcourfes you there ufed he is too gene- 
rous to remember. But he never having in the leaft pro- 
voked you, for you to infult thus over his old age, to tra- 
duce him by your Scaramuccios, and in your own perfon, 
_asa {chool-mafter, who was born and hath lived much more 
. ingenuoufly and liberally than yourfelf; to have done all 
this, and lay at laft my fimple book to his charge, without 
ever taking care to inform yourfelf better, which you had 


fo eafie opportunity to do; nay, when you yourfelf too. 


have faid, to my knowledge, that you faw no fuch great 
matter in it but that I might be the author: it is inhu- 
manely and inhofpitably done, and will I hope be a warning 
to all others, as it isto me, to avoid (I will not fay fuch 
a Judas,) but a man that creeps into all companies, to jeer; 
trepan, and betray them. | 

But 
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But after this frefh example of romantick generofity, 


| and your Johnlike good nature, you plunge over head and 


ears into hiftory. ‘That of Sibthorpe and Manwaring, I 
had occafion before to fpeak of in better method. I fhall 
therefore only renew your own requeft in your epiftle to the 
reader, “that they would perufe it with an unprejudiced 
“¢ mind, and an ordinary attention,” and I hall leave the 
reft to theirjudgements. For I do not know but that you . 
may have fome peculiar difpenfation to determine thofe in 


3° Caroli to have been moff notorious rebels, notwithftanding | 
that in the year 1667, this prefent parliament refolved in 


the moft folemn and judicial manner, by a concurrence of 
the Lords with the Commons, ‘‘ that the judgement againft 
“them in 5 Caroli was illegal.” As to Maawaring’s particu- 
lar, whofe caufe you take up with ‘a remarkable concern- 


tment, I cannot but attribute it to fome extraordinary cor- 


refpondence of genius betwixt you. _ His very name hath 
more influence and power upon you than Doétor Bathurft’s 
Talifmans *; and that very week that you uttered this hif- 
tory of Door Manwaring, comes out in the Gazette of the 
firft of May (I know not by what fympathy) ‘* The Hifto- 
‘¢ ry and Myftery of the Venereal Lues, being a more new 
‘¢ and ample difcovery of that difeafe, than yet hath been 
‘¢ extant, with the medicines and methods of cure practifed 
‘¢ in Italy, Spain, Germany, Holland, France and England, 
8c. by J. — Doétor of Phyfick.” . 

- 382 Oo, You 

* Preface to Cenf, Plat. Phil, 
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You launch out into a relation of the conference. too at 
Worcefter Houfe, betwixt the Epifcopal and the Nonconfor- , 
mift Divines, by his Majefties commiflion. What is moft to 
be taken notice of, is, that you fay liere and in feveral 

other places, that the.Nonconformifts had ‘‘ nothing of fin 

“ to object againft thofe things from which they diffented.” — 
- I have heard to the contrary, that they did in eight, if not 
ten feveral inftances, but it is not my bufinefs to enume- 
rate either for them or you. Only I admire, I confefs, 
_ that upon fuch an occafion they could not in any one thing 

_be gratifyed, not fo much as in forbearing the leffons of the 
Apocrypha. Infomuch that, as many remember very well, 
_after a long tug at the Convocation houfe about that matter, - 
a good Doctor came out at laft with great exultation, that 
‘‘ they had carried it fer Bel and the Dragon.” 


I cannot omit what it feems you thought neceffary to be 
faid in defence of your caufe, that “none are better quali- 
‘6 fyed for ftate affairs than church men, and none have ac- 
" & quitted themfelves with greater art and fuccefs, and that 
“things have rarely mifcarried, but when their counfels 
‘¢ have not been effectually followed (as you fhall fhew alfo 
‘¢ in the cafes of Cardinal Granvell and Archbifhop Laud. )” 
Alas! what ‘needed you to have gone fo far about, when 
your own cafe all along, and even this your Reproof and 
this parallel, are fo he anal a Gemnontnation of thejr abi- 

. | es _ _ lities ? 
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lities ?, And you acquit your promife, where you fay, ‘* that 
. “the wife and refolute miniftry of Granvell: was rendered. 

_ not only fuccefflefs but odious to the’ people. - For as he / 
“¢ was aman of extraordinary wifdom, courage, and fides 
“lity, that fincetely purfued hjs mafter’s intereft, faithfully 
‘‘ executed his commands, and. kept up the height of .his 
« authority ; ; {9 being an implacable divine “he faw to the 
“‘ bettom of the projects that were'carried on bythe dif- 
“contented lords, and forefaw the tendency of factions in 
“religion to diforders and {editions in the ftate.” I thal 
not fuppofe any one who reads this book to have fo little 
converfed with the modern hiftory, as not to gather hence 
how ready you gre to make good your word to the lady 
whom I mentioned, as to your religion. But I have not 
yet heard of any Proteftant, befide yourfelf and the re- 
corder of London, who hath of late years fo publickly 
avowed the inquifition, of which that Cardinal Granvell | 
was the chief patron and inftrument. + And inftead of shat 
honourable character you give him, I fhall refer you to 
Grotius, whom I chufe always to ply you ‘with above alkother 
authors. ‘ The government of the N etherlands was in ap- 
“¢ pearance in Margaret, but in effect, arid as to the power, 
«6 was only 3 in Granvell, in whom induftry, vigilance, ambi- 
<¢ tion, luxury; and avarice, and all manner indeed of good 
“ and evil were remarkably vifible, &c.” And therefore it 
is not the greateft inftance of your prudence (whatfoever | 
a | you. 


¢ . 


« 
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you thought in your meer confcience) to take this publick 
liberty of dogmatizing, and to pick out-that Cardinal (whom 


I never thought of) to be the precedent and parallel of 
Archbifhop Laud’s adminiftration. 


I fhould after this do you injury, did I not take notice 
that whereas in your Preface to Bifhop Bramhall, in the 
fifth leaf before you conclude, I told you that you fpoke 
{candaloufly and with leering reflexion upon the government 
and minifters of ftate, you try with the beft of your {kill 
to return it upon me. But fo unfortunately, that, as al- 
wayes, you fink deeper and quag yourfelf in your Roman 
Empire. ‘* Were it poflible,” fay you (and I abhor to hear 
you) * that his Majefty fhould degenerate from the good- 
‘¢ nefs of his nature, as much as they fay Nero did,” and 
again, ‘* Thefe are the Sejanus’s that you defcribed *.” It 
will not ferve your turn, this evafion. °’Tis like mine hoft 
in France, that when ‘he {wore je renie Dieu, interpreted 
it of the Diew Bacchus. You {poke not a word there of 
Nero or Sejanus, or that could be applyed to either; un- 
lefs you can give us Nero’s Coronation oath, or Sejanus his 
cafes of confcience, er at laft inftance in that emperour’s 
66 being. canonized for a Saint and Martyr:”’ fo that for the 
wit and chronology of the bufinefs this too is calculated for 
_ the play of Mofes and Julius Cafar. But for the difcre- 
tion and loyalty of it, you might have long fince an{wered, 


as 
* Reproof, p. 288. 
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as for other paflages, did either the rabble or the ftatefmen _ 
think you confiderable ; whereas indeed they reckon you it 
feems among that fort of men, who have a priviledge to 
fay any thing with impunity. But for the Long Parliament 
you have indeed an ecclefiaftical zon obffante to fay what 
you will*. I fhall only take up at one paflage : “* To deal 
‘¢ plainly with you, I have read moft of the Long Parliament 
“© {peeches over, and, though I know you will chide me 
‘¢ for calling a whole parliament coxcombs, yet it is better 
‘¢ to call them fo than worfe. Yet this cenfure I dare pafs 
‘upon them, without any fufpicion of arrogance within 
‘‘ myfelf, that they were for the moft part no better than 
“¢ fchaol-boys declamations, &c. all their difcourfes were 
‘¢ much like yours, and accommodated to people that took 
€ confidence for reafon, nonfenfe for myfteries, and rudenefs 
“¢ for wit.” Ay, Mr. Bayes, ‘* they wanted fome certain 
‘helps, helps for wit, which you man of art have thought 
‘fit to make ufe of. Ay, Sir, that’s your pofition, and 
‘* vou do here aver, that no man yet the fun ever fhone-up- 
‘on, has parts fufficient to furnifh out a ftage, except it 
“‘ be with the help of your rules.” But I was mifinformed - 
I perceive, who thought you might have called them all the 
names in the rainbow but coxcombes, and never heard them 
arraigned of want of wit, but by your abundance. But 
that you may not think altogether fo meanly of them, 

1 _ (though 

* Reproof, p. 400- 
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(though indeed who is the man either in the former or this 
age that is able to ftand or appear before your profound 
eloquence and piercing judgment) let me refer.you, al- 
though many others might be cited, to two {peeches of the 
_ Lord Falklands: the firft concerning epifcopacy, which be- 
gins, “He is a great ftranger to Ifrael, who knows not 
‘that this kingdom hath long laboured under many 
‘Cand great oppreflions, &c.’’ The fecond f{peech was to 
the Lords, at the delivery of the articles againft the Lord 
Keeper, and begins,“ Thefe articles againft my Lord 
“© Keener being read, I may be bold to apply, &c.” And 
if you think thefe worthy of perufal, I fhall expe& 
your fecond opinion concerning the capacity and {kill of 
thofe gentlemen both-in hiftory and oratory. But as for 
you, when Doétor Heylin’s divinity fhall go for orthodox, 
or his prevarications pafs for hiftory, you may then, and 
not before, be reputed a claffical author. And all the 
Canterbury Tales you have told in the Reproof will be 
Chronicle. There was juft fuch another Italian acquain- 
tance of yours, one Polydore Virgil, who coming into Eng- 
land, was dignifyed and diftinguifhed like you, being made 
both a prebend and an archdeacon ; only you are not yet 
as he was come to be collector of the Peter-pence, but all 
in good time. This gentleman did too, even as you, 
oblige this nation with a piece of hiftory, which after he 
had writ he ufed a notable i invention, which if you would 


5 | an | but 
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but imitate and burn all the records of the times you write 
of, ic were the only way imaginable to make you authen- . 
tick. | | 


As you are officious in your own ftories, fo you are very 
' inquifitive and critical upon fome that I have told you *; and 
for a great {pace of your book you run into fuch froth and 
growns and taplafh of wit, that it deferves compafiion. 
Infomuch that though men may perhaps believe that +, as 
you yourfelf affirmed, “‘ you are not valiant,” yet there is 
fome reafon to doubt the truth of what you fay in the fame 
place, ‘that you are not miferable.” But you are more 
particularly concerned to know who that Queen was, and 
of what country, that gave. fo ridiculous a town feal f. 
For wherefoever you can fufpe& any thing {mutty under- 
neath, you are wonderful curious to.be thorowly informed. 
But I have already gratifyed you in pork, and am not bound 
to naufeate the reader to comply with your ignorance. | 
will tell you who that tyrant was that demanded fo many 
bufhels of fleas ||: It was John Bafiliwich the great Duke 
of Mufcovy, and it was ef the citizens of Mufkow that. 

he required it, fining them for non-payment. But as for 
this Queen, it fhall for certain reafons of ftate be a feeret. 
- Only, not to leave you wholly in the dark, if you pleafe - 
to fpeak with your fellow-chaplain of the copper mines, he 


* Reproof, p. 401. + Cenf. Plat. Phil. p. 15. 
f Reproof, p. 503. Ibid. 
Vo. II. 37 will 
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will inform you, for it isin that kingdom. And if he do 
not fatisfie you, if you pleafe to refort to me, I will thew 
you the medal of the city, with that device upon the reverfe 
of it. 


Tis more than time that I left {cumming you, for I per-. 
ceive ’tis all the fame ftuff : and, fhould I continue, I fhould 
leave you nothing in the bottom ; therefore I fhall only take 
notice of two things more very remarkable. The one is con- 
cerning the quotation out of St. Auftin, which I {peak of 
from p. 209 to p. 214 of my former book: Signa quum 
ad res divinas pertinent Sacramenta appellantur. You had 
{faid, you would lay odds there was no fuch faying in St. 
Auftin ; and now, becaufe your anfwerer had faid feat Sa- 
cramenta, inftead of Sacramenta appellantur (which there- 
fore you note in him as ‘a boldnefs with the text for his 
“© own convenience, and an improvement beyond modefty”) 
you think you are fafe. But, good Mr. Bayes, whether or 
no doth an Archdeacon pertinere ad res divinas ? And pray 
tell me what is the difference betwixt faying that you are an 
Archdeacon, or you are called an Archdeacon? But becaufe 
I wondered you could not find it, when I myfelf had met 
with it, Ep. sta ad Marcellinum; youfay, “ you will not 
“ laugh at me; no, for I rather deferve to be fcourged for 
“fo grofs and impudent a falfhood: whereas ‘(as fortune 
_ “© would have it) the fourth is the laft Epiftle to Marcellinus 

4 : a “ that 
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“ that St. Auftin ever writ, and if you had fearched after a 
‘fifth Epiftle to him, you might have pored till the day of 
‘¢ judgment.” Let all ingenuous men judge this matter. 
I quoted it only in the order of the Epiftles, where the firft 
to Marcellinus is the fifth Epiftle. You fay it fhould have 
been thus fet down by me, ad Marcellinum, Epiftola quinta: 
and that I quote it Ep. guinta ad Marcellinum. Ido not, 
but thus, £%. 5t2.ad Marcellinum. Mind farft how falfely 
_ you have tranfcribed my quotation to fit it to your own 
turn ;' and then obferve too upon what a frivolous and mif- 
taken ground, and about how flight a matter, you moleft 
the reader: for, befides what is here, there runs a repetition. 
of this matter of Marcellinus, and others of lefs confequence, 
through the whole Reproof. But, Mr. Bayes, this bufinefs 
is not yet ended thus: I will fave your poring till the day of 
judgment, and help you to a fifth Epiftle of St. Auftin too 
to Marcellinus. Take the edition Lugduni, Anno 1561. 
And, whereas you fay that ‘¢ (as fortune would have it) St. 
“ Auftin never writ but four Epiftles to Marcellinus ;” this 
is but your ufual misfortune, to hamper yourfelf worfe, when 
you would dif-intangle your own errours. For his sth, 
ath, 158th, and rsoth, are his four Epiftles to Marcellinus. 
But you will find there, p. 1080, a 222d Epiftle, which is a 
fifth tothe fame perfon. It is noted fo all along in the head 
of the pages, and the contents of it exprefs before it begins : 
~“— & dotta eft hec Epiftola, tra&tans de Baptifino parvu- 
3 T 2 lor un 
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lorum contra Pelagium. (Becaufe it was againft Pelagius, 
could you not, or might you not fee it?) Quem ramen cle- 
menter in hac Epiftola trattat. Hac per exemplaris vetufa- 
tems diffculter legi potuit, propter quod in aliquibus obfcure ef 
(but not fo obfcure but you might have difcerned it.) You 
fay, you find none of the Monconformifts dirty thumb nails in 
your patron’s library*. But have not you, nor your poor 
_keaf-turners liberty to perufe the volumes? Or, is there a 
peculiar reverence due to the books in that place, that no 
man does, or may touch them? Or have you loft all your 
credit too, apud Jo. Shirley, in parva Britannia, and is the 
Pelican grown hard-hearted ? Could you but have reckoned 
your five fingers, you had not miftaken. But this proceeds 
from your bragging of books (fo ufual with you) which you 
have not the patience to read over, no more than your own ; 
or having caft your eye on the index, you imagine you have 
read the author ; for indeed here the index points but at four 
Epiftles, but the po/lex would have made them five. 


+ The other pafflage of yours, and laft which I purpofe to 
recommend to the reader, is indeed accompanyed with many 
extraordinary circumftances. It is not that wherein you 
accufe your anfwerer to have given their degrees to Oliver 
and Ireton at Oxford, though it is notorioufly known that it 
was a Bifhop yet living, who performed that ceremony. 
That is an untruth too flender to be taken notice of ina 


book 
* Reproof, p. 195. + Idem, from p, 422 to p. 426. 
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book fo pregnant as the Reproof. But it is the whole hinge, - 
it feems, whereupon: your defign of writing has turned. For 
upon occafion of a certain Declaration pubkifbed, as you in» 
form, after the Chefhire infurrettion, which you afhrm to: 
have been fub{cribed by your anfwerer, and which you have. 
kept in, deck until this, feafon ;° you pretend that you have: 
dealt fo. roxndly, as you ¢all-it, with him and the party, and. 
me too. Happy had it been for me that you had oncé un+ 
derftood how to fpeak truth. For had you not writ /o 
roundly, I had. never intermeddied im thefe matters, arid fo 
the Reproof too had been fpared. However I have gained! 
hereby fo: much learning.as to Know what is the figure-of: 
falfhood.. Ic feems tis circular, and in your phrafe; to fpeak 
roundly; and you have ‘ftretched it fo till it .is unbsopabke, 
But I therefore fhall anfwer you {quare. It is known, and: 
ready to be proved by thoufands, that the Declaration men- 
tioned was not writ by your anfwerer, nor any of his party, 
but by the Fifth-monarchy men; and its effe@ vented itfelf 
in. that wild. infurrection of Venner. You yourfelf, although 
you were ‘not of fo high a difpenfation, yet were at that 
time of age fufficient, and ftirring enough in your little 
{phere to have underftood it rightly. But it is a grievous: 
thing to forego a falfhood that is ferviceable to the. great 
defign; and the ‘* ends of your publick government. will 
‘cat laft excufe, if not hallow,” the moft orbicular untfuth, 
Hence it was that you were fo forward to publifh that bcok 
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of ‘‘Baxter baptized in Blood.” And hence nowitis that, as 
your laft referve of flander and malice, as you had effayed in 
the Preface to Bifhop Bramhall, you throw this upon the 
body of the Nonconformifts, upon me too, and your anf{wer- 
er. Yet neither is this Declaration fo mad as that which 
you have penned, p. 64, 65, 66,. of your Reproof, in the 
ftile and name of his Majefty, with a boldnefs of which I 
think no age can bring a parallel. But feeing neither that 
of Baxter, nor this attempt upon your an{werer and the party, 
has -had that bad effeét which probably you had propofed, I 
fhall not aggravate it further ; but appeal to all men, whether 
the world be well ufed, when fuch railing books, grounded 
upon voluntary and fuborned fuggeftion and forgery, fhall 
by publick licenfe invade mens quiet, and difturb their 
modefty, and ftir up a tumult of writing ; and yet, if any 
man fhall but open his mouth to the contrary, and in defence 
of common ingenuity, the fame perfon that invented or 
licenfed the falfhood, fhall have the priviledge likewife to 
prohibit the truth and the difcovery. Only, Mr. Bayes, for- _ 
afmuch as you do here avow, that it was upon this occafion 
that you called for fignal marks, acknowledgments, recanta- 
tions, &c. and feeing this occafion chances to be no occafion, 
pray learn henceforward to be fomething more deliberate in | 
your railing again{ft the Nonconformifts. Perhaps, if you 
would ufe your incomparable /uadz, and move them to re- 
pentance in a theological and Chriftian language, they might 

be 
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be prevailed with. For truly it does befit all that have been. 
acceflory to the late mifchiefs and crimes, to walk with great . 
_ innocence and modefty, though after the ftate has fet them 
tight, the church cannot of right, as you would have it,,, 
demand another allegiance. But to think that railing will. 
do the work, or for men to hear themfelves called ¢rayzors,. 
villains, - [chifmatichs, bereticks, and to have all mankind 
preached and harangued up to extirpate ther, for meer Non- - 
conformity; and this by fuch a perfon as you (which makes 
their fuffering more infamous and odious to them) and for- 
you to perfwade them that all is wholfome for them: and the: 
good of their fouls, and that therefore they fhould recant in. 
your hands, it is juft as if Rabfhakeh {hpuld pretend, when: 
he threatened the men of Jerufalem they fhould drink their 
own pifs, that he prefcribed them a remedy for the fcurvy, : 
Pray do but try a little, Mr. Bayes, for experiment how yeu: 
yourfelf could away with this recanting ; if you were to dif-. 
gorge all you had {wallowed, and {wallow all you had dif-. 
gorged, it would make you, I trow, look very fimply, and’ 
caft you into a fit worfe than of the miferere, or the iliac 
paffion. Were you to recant all your falfe doétrines, all your 

profanations of Scripture, all your Bear-garden and Billing 
gate railing and {colding ; nay, were you to recant (and in. 
good con{cience you ought to refund) for your. éftate got by 
| plunder and fequeftration, and high-court of juftice. Were: 


you to recant for all the circles, femi-cireles, complements. 
and: 
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atid fegments in the Reproof. Were you but ta refund to 
your bookfeller, for all thofe books that you were fain to 
give away to difperfe them, and for that mutual gratification 
which you were not afhamed, notwithftanding all your dig- 
nities, ‘to pillage him of before he could pay his printer: J 
doubt the leaft of thefe would come off with an ill pTace, 
and ’twould go very hard and aukwardly with you. But, 
becaufe this may be too fevere, you have here folemnly 
“ protefted that if your anfwerer can convict you of any one 
“ forgery, it fhall not fuffice to afk him forgivenefs upon 
‘* vour knees, but you will make him a publick recanta- . 
‘tion. This. thing of the Declarations, that it was fub- 
foribed by your anf{werer, is a notorious and convict forgery. 
Therefore do but now go to him, and kneel down on your 
knees, and afk his blefling, and make but: a private recanta- 
tion, and I will fay you are fo far an honeft man. 


And now being fo near a period, J cannot but gratulate 
my good. fortune, rather than my wifdom, that I have tra- 
velled fuch an author through with no more extravagancy. 
’Tis fome kind of deliverance to have found my way fo well 
when I was to follow an ignis fatuus. Had he thought fit 
to make ufe of my admonition, there had been no occafion 
for this intercourfe. But feeing he has chofen it, I hope 
there are few perfons of candor who need ftrain their invention 
to fupply my excufe; it being more. eafie to juftifie to others, 


than. to delight mylelf with this kind of writing. And 
among 
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among the moft eminent, I hope-my Lord Archbifhop will 
not (if this be the man I take him for) mifinterpret me. But 
that as he was once pleafed to ‘¢ thank me, and acknow- 
‘¢ ledge that I had done good fervice to the church” in de“ 
tecting to him another Dottor fo effeaually, that he vohun- 
tarily fub{cribed never ‘to’ comie more within any pulpit, 
although he is fince punifbed with a living of three hundred 
‘pounds.a-year: fo now his Grace will not take it ill that ] 
chave alfo difcovered. this man to him, the tenure of whofe 
divinityis per faltum, fuffium, & pettum; and whofe purfe 
‘and confcience, being linked with the fame tyes, do make 
together the perfect charaéter. of an, Se. 


What remains, Mr. Bayes, is ‘to. ferve in your bacon,. but 
becaufe I would do it to the beft advantage, I fhall add 
fomething elfe for your. | better. and more eafie digeftion. 
The firft fhall be your, Ammianus Marcel. whom if you had, 
as I advifed you, bit off at both ends, he could not probably 
have molefted you. But in the 27th book, having defcribed 
the contention of Damafcus and Urficinus for ecclefiaftical 
pre-eminence, he adds, ‘ Thefe kind of men ought indeed 
Sto be moft fharply reprehended, who, having obtained 
“ what they covet, are fecure to be inriched with the offer- 
’ §€ ings of the ladies, and rowle about: in coaches, curioufly 
“© dreft up, and eat more delicately than princes ; whereas 
‘they might be truly happy, if nepioning the grandeur 
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© and oftentation of the.city, which: they make an excufe 
for their vices, they would imitate, in their manner of 
“living, fuch country prélates,- who eating and drinking 
‘6 moderately, cloathing themfelves homely, arid looking 
‘“‘ humbly, recommend theméelves. thereby: to the everlafting 
“‘ Deity, and thofe that truly worfhip him, as modeft and 
-€¢ pure perfons.” Again, in his 21{t book, giving the cha- 
racter of Conftantius, among other things he faith that, ‘* He 
S¢ did confound the Chriftian religion, which is a perfect 
and plain thing, rem abfolutam & fimplicem, with a gran- 
“¢ namifh and doating fuperftition, and inftead of compofing 
“< with gravity the perplexed queftions which he éxeited, he 
‘¢ promoted them further with a ftrife of words; fo that the 
‘¢ prelates trooping it up and down on the publick poft- 
“ horfes, and canterburing from fynod, as they call it, to 
* fyned, whileft they indeavour to draw all rites within their 
“« jurifdiction, there were fcarce any horfes left to fupply 
“ travellers.” If this be for your: fervice, pray make ufe 
‘of it. | | 
But left you fhould fay seaaies that your Ammianus 
was a Socinian, will you admit King- James his judgment, 
who, after nineteen years experience, tells the parliament, 
“That the external government appeared well; learned 
<< judges, fettled peace, great plenty, fo that it was to be 
“ thought every man might have fat in fafety under his own 
a “ vine 
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& vine and fig-tree ; yet he was afhamed, and it made his 
‘¢ hair to ftand upright to confider, how his people have in 
‘¢ this time been vexed and polled by the vile execution of | 
- € projeéts, patents, bills of conformity, and fuch like; 
‘¢ which, befide the trouble of his people, have mire éx- 
‘ haufted their purfes than fubfidies would have done.” You 
fee that a bill of conformity (though it made not,: itt the 


phrafe of your preface, an archangel ftare, yet it) made a 
king’s hair ftand an end. 


But left you fhould fay ian James was an Arminian, . I 
fhall now bring in my ‘Lotd Verulam, whom you cannot re- 
fufe, having fo often called for him. And I the rather 
quote him becaufe a wife man is as it were eternal upon 
earth; and he fpeaks fo judicioufly and impartially, that 
it feems as if thefe very times which we now live in had 
been in his prefent profpe@. There are two fhort treatifes 
of thefe matters ; one begins p. 129, the other p. 180, of 
his Re/u/citatio. Pray, Mr. Bayes, let us both liften, for 
I affure you, before he has done, he will tell us many a 
wiler thing than is to be met with either in Ecclefiaftical 
Politie or Rehearfal. The controverfies themfelves (faith 
‘¢ he) I will not enter into, as judging that the difeafe re- 
‘¢ quires rather reft than any other cure. Neither are they 
‘© concerning the great parts of the worfhip of God, of 

‘which it is true, om fervata unitas in credendo nifi ea~ 
) 3U 2 “S dem 


% 


_— 
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“< dem fit in colendo. Not as betwixt the Eaft and Weft 
‘© Church, about images, or between us and the church of 
‘¢ Rome about the adoration of the facrament, &c. but 
‘¢we contend about ceremonies, and things indifferent, 
‘¢about the extern policy and government of the church. 
‘© And as to thefe we ought to remember that:the ancient 
‘© and true bounds: of unity are, one. faith, one baptifm, 
“and not one ceremony or policy. Differentie rituum 
“ commendant unitatem dottrine, the diverfities of ceremo- 
‘¢ nies do fet forth the unity of | doctrine; and Aabet. religio 
“ que funt aternitatis, babet: que unt temporis; Religion 
“hath parts which belong to eternity, .and parts which 
‘“‘ pertain to time. If we did but know the virtue .of fi- 
‘lence and ‘lownefs to fpeak, . commended by. St. James, 
“and would leave the overweaning and turbulent humours 
“Sof thefetimes, and revive the bleffed proceedings of the 
‘<¢ Apoftles and Primitive Fathers, which was in-the like 
“ cafes, not to enter ‘into affertions and pofitions, but to 
“© deliver counfels and advices, we fhould need no other re- 


“‘ medy atall. ‘ Brother, there i is reverence due to your. 


“ counfel, but faith is not dué to your affirmation.” | St. 
cc Paul was content ‘to fay, I and not the Lord, but now 
men lightly fay, mot I but the Lord, nay and bind it with 


‘©an heavy denunciation of his judgments to terrifie the 


a fimple, whiereas faith that wife man, the caufele/s curfe foall — 


“ not come: the remedies are ‘firft that there were an end 
“© made 


ek Tee 
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‘© made of this immodeft and deformed manner of writing 
“‘ lately entertained, whereby matter of religion is handled 
© in the ftile of the ftage. But to leave: all reverence and 
‘¢ religious compafiion toward evils, or indignation toward 
“‘ faults, and to turn religion into a comedy or fatyre, to 
“ fearch and rip up wounds with a laughing countenance, 
‘¢ to intermix Scripture and {currility fometimes in one fen- 
“ tence, isa thing far from the devout reverence of a Chrif: 
‘¢ tian, and {cant befeeming the honeft regard. of a fober 
“man. Two principal caufes have I ever known of 
‘‘ Atheifm; curious. controverfie, and profane {coffing: 
‘© Now that thefe two are joyned in one, no doubt that fect 
“will make no fmall progreffion. Job, fpeaking of the 
“© majefty and gravity of a judge, faith, ‘if I did {mile 
‘¢ they believed it not :’ that is, if.I glanced upon conceit | 
‘Cof -mirth, yet mens. minds were.fo pofleffed with the re- 
“« verence of the aétion-in hand, as.they.could not -receive 
“cit, Much more ought’ not this to be among bifhops 
“and divines, difputing about holy things, . Truly as } 
 € marvel that fome of thofe preachers which call for refor- 
‘ mation (whom Fam far from wronging fo far as to joyn. 
‘¢ them with.thefé {coffers) do not publifh fome declaration in 
“ diflike that their caufe fhould be thus folicited ; fo I hope 
oe affuredly that my lords of the clergy have no intelligence. 
- with this interlibelling, but do altogether. difallow that 
«és their caufe fhould be thus defended. For though. I ob- 
“. ferve. 
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‘ferve in one of them many gloffes, whereby the man 
‘¢ would infinuate himfelf into their favours, yet I find it 
“¢ ta be ordinary that many preffing and fawning perfons do 
‘© mifconjecture of the humour of men in authority, and 
‘© many times feek to gratifie them with that which they 
“© moft diflike. Neverthelefs, I note that there is not an 
“¢ indifferent hand carried to thefe pamphlets as they deferve: 
*¢ for the one fort fly in the dark, and the other is uttered 
“C openly. Next I find certain indifcreet and dangerous 
‘¢ amplifications as if the civil government, &c.” For it 
is impofflible to omit any thing in thofe excellent difcourfes, 
without apparent injury to their author, and to the reader. 
And that which makes them more pertinent is, that he does 
not {pare neither the Nonconformifts, but gives them too 
their juft charge; for neither then certainly, nor now, 
are they to be excufed: though the unequal dealing ufed 
towards them doth juftifie them the more, and hath not 
allowed place or leifure in this book for me to ene 
their failings. 


But left you fhould except againft my Lord Bacon, asa 
layman, ‘‘ not competent to judge of thefe ecclefiaftical 
<¢ matters in comparifon with the clergy, and who was but, 
“¢ as far as the prejudice of the age he lived in would permit 
<“¢him, an acute philofopher ;” what fay you to Doétor 
Stillingfleet in the Preface 1 to his Irenicon from beginning to 

endt 
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end? And in the book itfelf from p- 117 to 123? I have 
made fcruple to difguife the difcourfes of him and others, 
as fome practife, to make them pafs for mine own: and to | 
quote them at length were unneceflary, being fo eafily found. 
in the author. But here in few pages you may find all that 
you have faid with fo many years labour, totally ruined. 


But left you fhould reje@ Dr. Stillingfleet, as a Papift, 
may Bifhop Ufher, Dr. Hammond, Bifhop. Taylor, Chil- 
lingworth be allowed of ? I have them all ready at hand. 
for you. But they are all I doubt /u/pecte fidei, and you: 
will believe none but yourfelf. This is that which hath fe-. 
duced you, and, becaufe you preached over your notes of 
Ecclefiaftical Politie in a private congregation, without be~ 
ing interrupted, you imagined the whole world had been: 
of that mind, and ’twould pafs for ecumenical doétrine ; 
whereas I defpair not of feeing yet by God’s goodnefs and: 
the influence of his Majefty, upon the prudence and mode- 
 rationof my lords the bifhops, that if you ftill perfift in. 
- your mifchievous undertaking,. you: hall be but Simon’ Ma- 
gus his fickle, to mow the whole field without any. hand tas 
manage it. It was in the- latter end of Queen Elizabeth,. 
after the long experiment of her reign, that my Lord Ve-. 
rulam writ his firft difcourfe I quoted, and his feeond. at. 
the coming in of King James, as Dr. Stillingfleet’s at the 
reftauration of his Majefty now reigning, But ftill: is at 

. : | the 
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the beginning of the reigns of ou princes, the proper fea- 
fons of redrefling thefe ecclefiaftical matters, and of taking. 
firm meafures for their future government; fome rub has 
been interpofed unhappily that has thrown all off the bias 
and {fo loft the caft. Who is there that ever reads the Scrip- 
tures, unlefs he put on ecclefiaftical {pectacles, (and thofe 
too have a fly ingraven upon them) but fees plainly what 
tendernefs is due unto the fcruples of Chriftians ; that our 
Saviour hath taken confcience into his immediate protection, 
and how conformable the Apoftles were to his rule therein, 
both as to doétrine and praétice? What Englifhman, re- 
fle&ting ferioufly, but muft think it hard that a man may be 
a Chriftian in Turky upon better conditions? That the 
French, Dutch, and the Walloons, even at Canterbury, may 
ferve God here more freely than our own natives? That it 
fhall be a priviledge among us to be an alien, while an 
home-born fubje& muft pay the double-duty (nay forfeit 
his whole eftate) for the Proteftant religion? What Chriftian 
can conceive how a man fhould lofe his right to.the facra~ 
ments for diffenting from the ceremonies? I think I ob- 
jected that to you once, but you have never defigned, as 
far as I can obferve, once to anfwer it. But who efpeci- 
ally that as a wife man weighs what it is to impofe things 
. unneceffary upon people obedient to all other laws, can ad- 
vile the continuance of fuch counfels? For a prince to ad- 
venture all upon it, is like Duke Charles of Burgundy, that 

fought 
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fought three battels for an impofition upon - fheep-fkins. 
For a clergyman to offer at perfecution upon this ceremo- 
nial account, is (as is related of one of the popes) to juf- 
tifie his indignation for his peacock, by the example of 
God’s anger for eating the forbidden fruit. But in you, Mr. 
Bayes, who are I know not well what, I look upon it as an 
effe& of your madnefs, and only the. ‘¢ ftaring of an arch- 
deacon.” 


You fay, ‘that moft” wife men * were of opinion you 
<¢ fhould not anfwer me, only defire the world to compare it 
<¢ with your difcourfes : yet others *” (tis uncivilly faid both 
as to yourfelf and them) overpowred. “ you to this reply, 
‘© apainft the bent of your own inclinations.” What others 
was it? Was the devil in you? Or were there “ certain 
<< tyes upon you, as Bayes faith, ‘* that you could not be 
<‘ difingaged from? and you writ for the fake of fome in- 
“© senious perfons and choice female fpirits, that have a 
“‘ value for you ? otherwife you would fee them all hanged 
< before you wouldever more fet pen to paper +.” If I might 
advife you, Mr. Bayes, do fonomore: for “ I verily be- 
“ lieve you have writ a whole cart load of things, every 
‘¢ whit as good as this, and yet the infolent rafcalls turn 
«© them all back upon your hands again ¢.” But do as you 
pleafe, I have not = you the tythe of what I owe you, 


* Reproof, p- 527.  - *f Rehearfalk Comedy, p.’8. t Idem, p. 1 be 
Vou. Il. gx but 
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but it lyes’ ready for you, when you pleafe to fend for it. 
You are a blatant writer and a latrant ; and for leffer crimes 
though of the fame nature, was Gnevofky, the Polander, 
fentenced to lye barking underneath the table. You put 
me in mind of the Hollanders in Batavia, who, having 
{pent their other ammunition, charged with excrements; the 
purity of the favage Javaes could not abide it, but there- 


~ uponyielded them the victory : neither does it become me to 
contend for it. 


I will conclude ina fhort ftory, and more feafonable, be-. 
caufe, as your Reproof, it happened once at a wedding. 
Wenceflaus, the emperour, married the duke of Bavaria’s 
daughter®; the duke, knowing the emperour’s delights, 
brought along with him a cart full of jugling conjurers, 
who playing their tricks, Zytho, that was Wenceflaus his ma- 
-gician, accedens propius artificems Bavarum cum omni appa- 
ratu protinus devorat (ore ad aures debi ifcente) calceos duntax- 
at, qui luto obfiti videbantur, expuens: feceffumg; inde petens, 
ventrem infolita efca gravem in folium aqua plenum exonerat, 
prefigiatoremg; adbuc madidum Spettatoribus reftituit, paffim 
deridendum, adeo ut ceteri quogue ejus focti a ludo abftinerent. 
Whether I fhall have the like fuccefs I know not (for truly - 


our {port is much like it, and unfit for ferious fpeétators.) 
However I have {pit out your dirty fhoon, 


* Del, Rio, Mag. p. 317. 
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A 
SEASONABLE QUESTION, 
AND AN 


USEFUL ANSWER. 


\ 


SI Ry ~ 
* Am in the dark, and:you muft be._my- guide s Iam fum~ 
| moned. by proclamation to meet in Parliament next: 
month ;. and. ’tis faid here, that the Parliament hath: . 
been fo long kicked up and: down by prorogation until: 
it is loft: they fay. the laft prorogation. for ffteen months,. 
did amount to a-diffolution, his Majefty having no power, 
by the law, to prorogue a Parliament for above a year.. 
They quote two: ftatutes.that have enacted, ‘© That a Par- 
 Jiament fhall be holden. once every year at leaft ; and tell. 
‘us, if we fhall now ft, after the year is expired,. we muft 
“ft only by virtue of that command of the King’s that 
“ broke the laws, and thereby we muft confent to,. and allow 
: 2 “ of 
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‘66 of a-rightful power in the king, to difpofe of parliaments 
‘at his will, contrary to the laws: which if granted and 
- eftablifhed, it diffolves the. ancient government of Eng- 
‘land, wherein both the lords and the whole people have 
‘¢ their thares of right by the laws and not of the king’s 
S¢ prace.”” They die ‘¢’as much as we can, we fhall yield up 
“to the kings pleafure all the laws, whereby the rights and 
inheritances of the king and fubjects ought to be diftin- 
$¢ guifhed and determined.” 


Truly, Sir, thefe are edged tooles, not to be played with. 

I would not come two hundred miles to put my neck in a 
noofe. An honeft old Cavalire whifpered tother day to me, 
‘¢ That he fuppofed this prorogation came from French coun- 
“¢ fels, not only to prevent the parliament from ftopping in 
“time the French king’s increafe of ower at fea and land, 
‘«‘ but to lead his Majefty in obfcure, undifcerned paths to 
*¢ the mount of abfolute power. The French knowing too 
‘well, that whenfoever the Englifh people fhall difcover 
¢¢ their liberties and laws to be invaded, fuch fires will be 
6 kindled as they may-run away in the {moak, and we fhall 
not be able to conteft with them either the power of fea, 
“or the equality of trade.” But. whofoever . advifed. the 
prorogation, pray Sir, let me know whether it be a dif- 
folution. You may perhaps fave mea {curvy winter jour- 
ney, and money in my pocket, and I affure you we.are all 
very 
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very poor, and I do not expect to be paid for fecret fervice. 
" I know you can refolve this queftion as well (at leaft) as my 
Lord Chancellor. If it be but a doubtful point, I fhould 
think I had beft ftay at home, none but an undoubted par- 
liamenit being able lawfully to decide the cafe: his Majefty 
out of parliament is no competent judge for himfelf in this 
point ; and if we fhould declare ourfelves to be a parlia- 
ment legally continued by the prorogation, according to the 
kings will, though not according to the laws, I fhould trem- 
ble to be affiftant in fuch a fad doom of England, that the 
meeting of our parliament, and the benefit of our laws, are of 
the king’s grace, and not of right to be injoyed, only when, 
and ashe pleafeth. Neither fhould I think fuch a refolution 
to be of any authority, becaufe we fhould be parties, and . 
judges, and pve fentence to continue ourfelves in power. 


You muft not, Sir, deny me your whole thoughts of ‘this 
great affair. I have come to parliament twice or thrice, to. 
_ provide againft the multitude of mifchiefs and grievances - 
that threaten our ruine, but did but verifie the. proverb, . 
‘¢ That I came ninefcore miles to fuck a bull.” You know 
we have not been fuffered to do any thing of moment for | 
feveral feffions ; but I hall fool myfelf more, if I fhould . 
now come two hundred miles to fit gravely, and prepare - 
myfelf for the gallows, whenfoever the fubjects fhall de- 
mand right againft us, or the crown fhall defcend to any 

i whofe 
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‘whofe intereft fhall lead him to call in queftion what we 
fhall do. . 


You know, Sir, you and I were confeffors of old un- 
der his Majefties father, and narrowly efcaped being mar- 
tyred for the Proteftant religion, the laws of the land, and 
the priviledges of parliaments, as we believed. We carried as 
many of thofe declarations in our pockets, as we had fhil- 
lings of his coyning, whilft we fought under his banner ; 
‘and fhould not I (Sir) be an impudent knave, if I fhould 
now come and fit in parliament, to declare, that his Ma- 
jefty may of right take away from his fubjeéts the benefit of 
their principle fundamental Jaws, about their meeting in 
parliament, when and as long as he pleafeth, and if he will 
never fuffer a parliament to fit to claim one of the privi- 
ledges we {wore to maintain? I long for your opinion (Sir) 
upon the whole matter. I would neither difobey any lawful 
command of his Majefty, nar diminifh the juft Englith re- 
gall power. . I would not crop a leaf af any flower of the 
crown, yet I make as much confcience not to betray my 
country, or eafily yield up the ancient lawes and government 
ef England, by parliament, to the king’s will, to make 
Englith freemen tenants at will to the king, of their laws, 
their parliaments, their liberties and lives. Iam refalved 
to be an honeft man, and thy faithful friend and hearty 


fervant, 


THE 
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THE BENCHER’s ANSWER. 
SIR, } | | 
OU demand my opinion in a queftion of the greateft 
moment that ever was moved fince England was efta- 
blifhed under civil government: the abfolute ruin for our 
age or the fafety: of all the ancient Englifh liberties and ex- 
cellent laws depend upon the right refolving yéur queftion, 
‘¢ Whether this parliament be a@tually diffolved by the laft 
“< prorogation for fifteen months ?’”’ He that will clearly an- 
{wer you, ought farft to confider whether a prorogation or- 
dered and continued beyond a year, can be made to agree 
with our lawes and ftatutes concerning holding of parliaments 
(which, by the way, are the birth-right of Englifhmen.) It 
feemes you: have been told of twa ftatutes which ena@, 
- 4¢ That a parliament fhall be holden every year ;” doubtlefs 
they intended thofe printed ftatutes of the 4thof Ed. III. cap. 
14, and that of the 36 Ed. III. cap. 10. where it is enacted, 
<¢ that for maintenance of the ftatutes, and redrefs of di- 
<¢ vers mifchiefs and grievances which dayly happen, a par- 
«¢ liament fhall be holden every year, as an other time was 
© ordayned.” Thefe are moft taken notice of becaufe they 
are printed, and were re-inforced by that notable a@ of the 
16th of the late King, which provided effectually for the 
fummoning and eleGting a parliament every three years, 
Vout. II. 3Y | without 
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without the King’s concurrent affent, if he neglected or re- 
fufed two years together to fummon a parliament, according 
to thofe ftatutes of Edward III. And although this parlia- 
ment hath repealed that ftatute, and taken from the people 
that excellent meanes to fecure their right of parliaments, 
yet they have left us to the force of the antient laws in the 
cafe; and in the fame act of repeale, 16 Car. II. they have 
declared and acknowledged thofe lawes of Ed. III. to be 
ftill the Iawes and ftatutes of this realm: and they have 
enacted no claufe or article that derogates from them, or 
abates their force. Thofe latter claufes of that aé&t which 
feem to be enacting, being (as my brethren of the robe 
 {peak) nugatory and infignificant, only praying the King 
not to intermit the holding of parliaments above three years 
at the moft, but to call them as often as there fhall be oc- 
cafion, which in plainer Englifh is an humble motion that 
_he would not negleé& his duty to put the laws in execution 
‘longer than two years, but that he would call parliaments as 
oft as occafion did require, and that act was to commence 
‘from the end of this parliament. Whatever was intended by 
that act, it doth neither weaken the force of thofe two 
antient printed ftatutes, nor of any other unprinted, for 
annual parliaments, this act being only affirmative and con- 
fiftent with the other. And I ought to tell you that there 
are four more at leaft to the fame purpofe. That of the 
1 Ric. II. number gs, in the Rolls, relates to the jurifdictive 


power 
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power of parliaments, which is often very neceflary, as well 
as the legiflative. It enaéts, ‘‘ That a parliament be yearly 
‘¢ holden to redrefs delayes in fuites, and to end fuch cafes 
“as the judges doubt ;”” the sth of Ed. II. number g and 
13, and the 2d Ric. I. IJ. number 73, and in the soth Ed. 
III. number 177. In the parliament called Tse Good Par- 
Lament, the fame thing was enacted and confirmed : and in. 
the opening the parliament in the 2d Ric. II. number 4, 
the Lord Chancellor, in fhewing the caufes of calling that 
parliament, gives for the fecond reafon of it, ‘* That it was 
‘* enacted that a parliament fhould be yearly holden.” And 
the meffage fent. from the parliament to the King in the 
gth Ric. II. by the Duke of Glofter, tells that King, That 
one “* old ftatute and laudable cuftom is approved, which 
‘no man can deny, that the King once in a year do fum- 
‘¢mon his High Court of parliament, there to. confult with 
‘‘ the wife men ;”’ and fo you may read in Grafton, p. 3, 
‘48. It feems the courfe of holding yearly parliaments then, 
paffed not only for ftatute law, wherein that King’s anceftors 
had joyned with his kingdom to ordain it, but as the moft 
undoubted cuftom of England, that is, the common law 
declared in and by the ftatutes, they claiming it as their moft 
unqueftionable inheritance, being the only root of all their 
liberties and properties, and the only politick ‘meanes of 
their defence and fafeguard, and no doubt our anceftors had } 
_seafon fufficient to claime their yearly parliaments,’ as the — 
3 Y 2 _ cuftom 
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cuftom or common law of England, feeing no antiquary 
nor record can fhew the otiginal of that ufuage, having its 
beginning with the government itfelf. ‘Certain times for 
parliament meeting are in truth of the effence of theEnglifh 
government: parliaments were the firft appointers or crea- 
tors of ali other offices, jurifdictions, powers and preroga- 
tives in the government. Deon Wallo, writing of the Britith 
_ Jawes, tells us of parliaments annual or oftner amongft them 
above four hundred years before Ghrift. And the Mirror of 
Juftice tells us, that King Alfred ordained it for a perpetuat 
ufuage, ‘¢ That twice in the year, or oftener, they fhould 
‘© affemble in London to treat in parliament of the govern- 
‘< ment of the people.” So it was in the Saxons time, and 
continued in the Normans, being admitted by Duke Wil- 
liam, called the Conquerour, as the cuftom of England, as. 
appears by that antient treatife called, Modes antiquus te- 
nendo Parliamenti. And after great conteft between the 
King of that race and the people, it was fettled by ftatutes. 
often renewed, ‘‘ That parliaments fhould be yearly,” as the 
ftatutes fhew. | 


Upon the whole, I think it beyond dxpute, that by the 
laws and ftatutes of our realm, ‘a parliament ought to be 
© holden every year:’’ and furely it is as certain, that the 
daft prorogation beyond a year, being perfifted in by the 
King till the year is paft over, did prevent and defeat 

2 | | the 
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the execution of thofe laws, and is in dire& — to 
them. 


The fenfe Pe what the Lord Chancellor faid to prorogue 
the parliament, was a plain contradiction to thefe laws. He 
tells them, ‘ It was his Majefties will that there fhould be 
“ no Parliament holden for one whole year and fome months 
« next following.” Then the queftion will be (if it be any) 
Whether the King’s will and word in the /ew,.or his word in 
the Lord Chancellor’s mouth is moft potent? The whole. 
kingdom in parliament, and all the. books of the law, have: 
alwayes judged the law to be the King’s fuperiour, to 
judge of the validity of all his prants, orders, conamiffions, . 
patents under great and little feal ;. and every court ia Weft- 


minfter-Hall have alwayes thought its authority fufficient to. 


judge his grants under. feal, or any thing he. hath done, void, . 
if they did not. agree with the law.. "Tis a civility: and: 
Honour that our laws pay. to the King, that they will not: 


_ fuppofe him to-will any thing otherwife than as the. laws. 


director allaw him ;.and thence it was received as a maxim, . 
that the King can do no wrong: Jadeed all he does contrary" 
to law, is.doing nothing ; “tis to be holden for nothing by: 
Magna Charta itfelf, therefore if the Jaft prorogation do not: 
agree with the laws, it is.a-meer nullity. 


It is worth your remembering,. that in the 38th chapter. 
of the Great Charter it.is-ordained, ** that.no King fhould: 
6¢- _— 
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S¢ devife or invent any thing to infringe or weaken the liber- 
“ ties and laws. And if either King or fubje@ fhould feek 
“ out any thing againft them, it fhould be of no value, and 
‘¢ holden for nought.” If the prorogation were a device or 
trick fought out to weaken the laws for holding parliaments 
every year, ‘tis judged to be nought, or no prorogation by 


thirty or forty parliaments, which have confirmed and re- 
enacted the fame Charter. | 


But I ought to acquaint you that there are great endea- 
vours to fupport the prorogation, fome alledging, with noife 
enough, ‘that many Kings have intermitted parliaments not 
“ only for more than a year, but for many years ;” but thefe 
feem not to underftand the queftion, which is of the vali- 
dity in law of “what the King hath done to the parliament. 
‘Tis not now enquired, what remedies there are. if Kings 
fhall fleave undone what the law and their truft require in 
calling parliaments ; all the pofitive exercifes of power by 
the King, may, and ought to be judicially fentenced, and 
approved for good, if agreeable to the laws, or holden for 
none, if they be contrary to the law. And this hath been 
the un-interrupted ufuage of England in all ages. “They 
have fentenced all his charters, grants, yea, his very pardons, 
that feem to come fo fingly from his foveraign power or pre- 
rogative ; and the proragation ought upon the fame reafon 
to be tried by the law, and judged void, if fo it be by the 

rules 
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rules of the law.. But the King’s omiffion to put the laws 
in execution in calling parliaments at the times limited by 
the ftatutes, or in appointing fufficient guards for the feas, 
or in iffuing out commiffions to the judges, or any the like: 
Thefe, I fay, cannot: be brought.into queftion judicially,. 
there being no poffible relief for the people in fuch cafes, 
_but by fupplementary laws to be made in parliament, in cafe 
of fuch omiffions, as was done by the parliament 1641. 

’ Tis well for the people that the law hath provided, that 
whatever the King fhall do contrary to law, fhall go for 
nought ; though they fuffer by his negleé, their right and 
laws remain to them,..and fuch omiffions of the, King as are 
before mentioned, have alwayes been efteemed by parlia- 
ments and people, failers or breaches of the King’s high and 
facred truft, and ‘tis a pitiful argument to prove that the 
Kings might of right, or by the laws, omit to do what the 
law hath trufted to their care, becaufe they have fometimes 
broke their truft. | 


His late Majefty in his declaration of the r2th of Auguft, 
1642, when the unhappy war began to rage, freely con- 
feffed, “¢ That it was upon his profpect of the unhappy ftate 
‘Cof the kingdom, and of the inconveniencies and mifchiefs 
‘¢ that had grown by the long intermiffion of parliaments, 
‘‘ and by the parting too much from the known rule of the 
‘law to an arbitrary power, that induced him to confent 


“ freely 
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- freely tothat a& in 1641, called vulgarly, the Triennial 
*¢ A@, which was in truth for Annual Parliaments, re-in- 
“acting thofe very acts of Edw. HI. before mentioned. 
“¢ He faid, he was willing in juftice and favour to his fub- 
<<‘ jeéts, to make them reparations for their fufferings they 
‘¢ had undergone by him in omitting parliaments.” I remem- 
ber this chiefly to fhew, that his late Majefty, when his fub- 
je@s were in arms againft him, freely acknowledged the 
wrong he had formerly done them, by failing to fummon 
parliaments as the law required: and profeffed that he 
had, the year before, freely and heartily confented to that 
act which re-enacted thofe ancient laws of Edw. III. which 
are conceived, amongft others, te make the prorogatioa 
void. Yet I muft tell you there are thofe that affirm all the 
laws for Annual Parliaments to be ‘ mutfty obfolete ftatutes, 
*< whofe ftrength and life are devoured by time :”” But it is 
enough to ftop their mouthes, that they have been declared 
by two parliaments within forty years laft paft, to be the laws 
of our realm, and indeed they are laws of fuch a nature, as 
cannot be weakened by any neglect of their due execution, 
being declarative of the common law, and a moft effential 
part of the conftitution of the Englifh government, which 
altogether lives and {ubfifts in and by the certainty of parlia- 
ments meeting. If it were admitted for truth, that neither 
the common-law, nor the ftatutes did indifpenfably obhge 
the calling of parliaments, at any certain ane but that 

their 
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their meetings were only at the wills of the kings, then the 
_ kings did no wrong if they commanded the people, as was 
once done in a kingdom, by proclamation, mever to mention 
parliaments more. If thefe laws be dead of age, the ancient 
famous Engh/b Liberty is dead with them, the Englifh muft 
never more claim the name of a@ free people, if they have 
no fhare by right in the government of themfelves, by their 
certain rightful times of parliaments. But my Lord Cook, 
part x. of Inftit. pag. 81. concludes rightly, ‘‘ That no ac 


‘of parliament can lofe its force, or be antiquated by non 


“‘ufer, ynlefs the reafon of it fail, and the ufe of it is impof-. 
‘¢ fible, and by change of time becomes a publick mifchief ; 
‘¢ but not thofe efpecially which are made to bind the kings 
‘¢ themfelves for the common good, for fuch are the laws for 
. parliaments. ” Yet he that obferves in our Englifh law books 
and hiftories in the time of King John, Hen. VIII. Ed. I 
and Ed. II. how the nobles and freeholders claimed their 
right by the common law to meet in parliament before thefe 
ftatutes were made, and how often they compelled. their 
kings, (I donot fay how lawful fuch compulfion was) when 
need required, to call parliaments; and if he obferves alfo 
how conftant thefe ftatutes for annual parliaments were ex- — 
ecuted in many whole kings reigns fucceeding each other: 
next after their making; andif he confiders how flowly 
and flily this grand right of the peoples was invaded and 
ftolen upon in latter ages, he will have little reafon to pre- 
Vo. II. | : 3 Z tend’ 
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tend a zon ufer of thofe ftatutes: yet if fome neglects and 
defaults have been committed againft the laws, it concerns 
his Majefty inconfcience, and the people in intereft much 
more, not to permit it hereafter, left patient fufferance of 
the wrong become an argument againft the peoples rigdz. 


Pray, Sir, read the fenfe of our anceftors upon the kings 
neglect of executing a law againft the Pope, whom they 
then adored: ’tis the ftatute of provifors of the 25 of Ed. 
III. Thefe are the words, ‘ the king feeing the dammages 
‘6 and mifchiefs before mentioned, and having regard to the 
“s faid ftatute, &c. which ftatute holdeth ‘its force, and was 
‘¢ never defeated, repealed, nor annulled; and by fo much 
‘© he is bounden by his oath to caufe the fame to be kept as 
‘«¢the law of the realm, though that, by fufferance and 
“negligence, it hath been fithence attempted to the con- 
“ trary.” | | | 


Truly, Sir, thefe feem to be honeft, plain, old Englith 
words, and if the ftatutes about parliaments were put in 
. the front or preface, they would found well from his Majef- 
ties mouth in a new ftatute. But fome there are, Sir, who 
find fofter cufhions in a parliament feat than you do, who, 
to avoid the nullity of the prorogation, affert, “That the — 
“‘ftatutes for yearly parliaments may be difpenfed with by- 
‘¢ the king’s foveraign power and prerogative, being’ (fay 
_ they) “ only counfels and advices to the king, and not ob-. 
“6 ligatory.” 7 4 . This 
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This is boldly faid if it could be as foundly proved ; it 
would put all queftions between the king and his fubjects to 
everlafting filence; if he can legally or of right difpence, 
- or abfolve himfelf from all the bonds of the law, for hold- 
ing parliaments, by whom the lawes are to be maintained, — 
‘and the higheft tranfgreffors punifhed, he may difpence 
with the lawes whereby all other courts fit, and then he is 
—loofe from all lawes, and nothing of right can be claimed of 
him by the fubje&. To difpute with ftatutes of this nature 
by the king without limitation of time or other rule than 
his will, is the fame in other words, as to repeale or annull 
thefe ftatutes and revive them again when he pleafeth; and 
that is'to affume to the crown, fingly, the legiflative power, 
which confifts as much in annulling as in making lawes. 
And if that be the kings rightful power, then all the laws 
are abfolutely dependant upon the will of the king. I have 
read that an attempt of the fame kind was made by. King 
Rich. H. in {ettingupa phantatick opinion (as the parliament 
then called it) faying, that the lawes of ‘the realm were in 
his head and in his breaft ; but it coft the people very dear, 
both in blood and treafure, toconfute it: and the poor king 
loft his crown and life for that fancy. I will not trouble 
you or myfelf with the common (yet dangerous) doétrine of 
my tribe, about the king’s power to difpence with penall 
_ lawes, by. his woz obj/fante ; I am only to inquire in this.cale, 
what difpenfing power the king hath, over the ftatutes made 
and declared only to bind and limit the kings themfelves, in 

3Z2 the 
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the execution of their truft about the government ; fuch as 
are in their prime true intent, facred pacts, or arguments 
between the king and people, though in honour to the king, 
there could not be added to them the fan@ion of a penalty 
upon the king judicially. . Thefe ftatutes that I now difcourfe 
of, are the foundations of our government, and declarative 
only, fhewing what our government is, that is, by king 
and parliament, and how far the crown is trufted with the 
power of calling parliaments; that is, as often as there 
fhould be occafion within every year, and not otherwife. 
Our government was never originally founded upon fuch ri- 
diculous folly by our wife anceftors, as to intend themfelves 
to be a free people, to make and alter their own lawes, for 
their government with their kings, and he to call them to par- 
liament to that intent, and to leave it abfolutely to the king’s. 
will, even lawfully, or of right by their fundamental laws, 
to defeat their meeting in parliament for ever. If our go- 
vernment were fo founded, and doth fo continue, our Eng- 
lifh crown is of right, or by law, in no kind reftrained, 

limited or. bounded in the exercife of the .regal power un~ 
lefs it pleafe, and if the kings {hall condefcend to confult 
with parliaments, and agree to fome ftatutes to limit them- 
felves, there is no more done than was by the men of Go- | 
tham, that madea hedge for the coockows. 


Thefe reafons, Sir, are not urged to fhew any defedts in 
our government, which may or ought to be amended, but 
to 
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to prove, that our government was founded upon fuch-cer- 
tain laws and cuftoms, that the kings never had abfolute 
_ power, but that the power of parliaments, and their certain. 
meetings, were of right, and as much a part of our govern- 
ment as the kings themfelves. And I think it felf-evident 
from the nature and manner of the Englifh government, 
owned in all ages, to be qualified by laws, binding both 
king and people, that the king cannot more difpence with 
the laws which limit .the times wherein parliaments ought 
to be holden,. than with the laws that preferve our lives and 
eftates from being . fubjeé@ to his will. Parliaments“arée of 
. the effence of our government, and muft have the times. 
of their aflembling indifpenfible ; and if it be not of right by 
law, that they are to be held within certain circles of time,. 
as cuftom and law have appointed, then there is no neceflity- 
" in Taw that they fhould be held at any time if the king 
pleafe, and by confequence, they are none.of the effentials 
of our government, but the government may be without. 
them. If-the kings may of right difpence with the times ap- 
_ pointed for holding parliaments, they may break. all the: 
bonds of other laws, no other power daring to queftion. 
them, all but parliaments deriving their power from them. 
Charles the Seventh, and Lewis the Eleventh of France, firft - 
fubverted the liberty of the French, and all their. antient: 
cuftoms and laws, by ufurping that pretended: prerogative, . 
of difpenfing with the certain times of the, meetings of their- 

aflembly, 
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affembly of eftates; by that means they fuffered them to 
meet very feldom, and their immediate fucceflors proceeded 
to arrogate to themfelves more power over thofe affemblies, 
untill they have in faé (perhaps not in right) abolifhed al- 
moft the memory of them, and reduced the people toa 
miferable flavery, the peaple having no other fence of 
their liberty. Dear Sir, to deal plainly, I believe the 
opinion that. the king might difpence with parliaments 
meeting notwithftanding the ftatutes, or :prorogue them as 
long as he:pleafeth, is built upon that grofs vulgar error, 
<¢ That parliaments are the creatures of the kings will, be- 
“¢ caufe they are fummoned by his writs, and diffolved alfo 
<¢ when he thinks fit.” 


I wilh our government were better underftood both by 

our lords and commons ; they ought to know that the writts 
of fummons for a parliament once a year, are to be iffued 
by the king in obedience to the Jaws, and if there’ be ecca- 
fion for calling them oftener, the writts iffue in performance’ 
of the kings truft and oath, to remove by parliaments the 
mifchiefs that afi& the people. 


‘The ftatute of provifors 25 Edw. III. {peakes this plainly, 
viz. “ The commons pray the king, ‘that fith the right of 
“ the crown of England, and the law of the faid realm is 
‘‘ fuch that upon the mifchiefs and dammages which hap- 
“<< pen to his realm, he — and is bound by his oath, with 
‘‘ the 
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“ the accord of his peoplein parliament, thereof to makere- 
‘© medy and law.” This king and people agreed, that it was 
the Englith conftitution, and. kings duty to call parliaments 
as the lawes required; and if any mifchiefes happened, 
he was. bound by his oath then to call them and to joyne 
in accord with them toremove the mifchiefs and dammages 
before they were diffolved ; elfe by the declaration in this. 
law he faved not his oath by calling them. And as the 
law binds the king upon oath, to fend out the fummons for 
parliaments, fo it provides the very form of the writ which. 
muft be fent ; the king muft fummon them in no other form. 
than the law hath appointed. The law hath not trufted 
the king to addeto, leave out, or alter one word in the 
writ of fummons ; an act of parliament only can vary one: 
tittle of it. ‘The law hath alfo prefcribed to. parliaments. 
their bufinefs in general, which are the matters that con— 
cern. the king, the ftate, and the. defence of the realm.. 
‘Thefe are words fo.large, that there feems to be nothing: 
that concerns the welfare of king or people, which doth: 
not fall under their confultations. But, pray Sir obferve,, 
that it is not the kings will that impowers your brethren ;- 
that is no more than a command of the law by the king. 
ex officio, that the people do impower fuch as they elect; they. 
are to authorize them as the writ declares, to do. and con-. 
fent to what fhall by the common council of the kingdom: 
be then ordained; ita quad (faith the wait) pro. defechu po- 
teffatis: 
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teftatis hujufmodi, &Fc. So that for want of fuch power, 
the forefaid bufinefs may not remain undone. The parlia- 
ment derives not any power from his Majefty, but from the 
firft root of government, the peoples choyce, according to 
the laws; for that reafon, indentures are, and ought to be 
fealed between the people and the elected, and then they 
are immediately invefted with a fhare of the legiflative 
power, for that time, which’ is the greateft and higheft — 
power, and therefore in its own-nature independent ; every 
eftate having fhare in the legiflative power for the proportion 
it hath therein, hath its independency of the other two 
and of its proper right, as founded in the fabrick and frame. 
of the policy and government, not derived from the grace of 
the king by grant or commiffion. _ I have faid too much I 
doubt againft the power of the king to difpenfe with the 
ftatutes for yearly parliaments, and yet I muft adde this one 
thing more: that parliaments are by many ftatutes, as well 
as by the common law, our higheft court of judicature, 
before whom come writts of error, and the laft appeales in 
all cafes. And that ancient mirror of juffice tells us that 
their judicature was intended to hear and determine the com- 
plaints of the wrongfull acts of the king, the queen, and 
their children, and of thofe perfons againft whom the fub- 
jects otherwife could not have common juftice; now if the 
king can of right difpence with the certain appointed fitting 
of this judicature, he can lawfully fay the wrongs that I 

- and 
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and my great minifters (too big for other courts) fhall do to 
the people, fhall never be heard or. judged but at my will; 
their complaints fhall not be admitted once in my years, 
nor till domes- day, unlefs I pleafe. — 


| If our men of ‘the robe will maintain fuch a difpénfiny 
power in the king with the ftatutes in queftion, they muft 
fay, that the king may by law prevent and defeat the laft 
refults of juftice, and null the higheft court of judicature, 
founded'on the common law, and let them tell me, why he 
may-not, by the fame right and reafon, difpence with the 
-lawes whereby all the inferior courts of judicature now 
fit, or adnull the courts themfelves, and throw all things 
into a confufed chaos, where the ftrongeft thall Injoy 
every thing. Upon thefe premifes, I may dare to conclude, 
That the laws for holding a parliament every year, ftand firm 
and immutable, untill an undoubted parliament hall repeale 
them by fome exprefs words, and that the prorogation can 
never be reconciled to thofe lawes, or be helped by any 
_ power of the king’s to difpence with them, but muft be 
judged inconfiftent with the lawes, that are of the effence of 
our government; having actually defeated the execution of 
them, and therefore ought to be holden for nothing, and 
_the day appointed for your meeting to be no we al that 
purpofe, in the fenfe of our law. : 


- Suppofing then, that I having hitherto rightly concluded, 
the queftion will be, Whether the king’s difmiffion of the 
Vou. II. 4A | parliament, 
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parliament, without any day fet for their return, and their 
continuing fo beyond the year, be a diffolution ? 

I'll tell you, Sir, the method of my thoughts upon this 
queftion, that I might not be couzened with words, ; nor 
intangled in trifling difputes about them : I firft confider, 
whether diffolving a parliament were a term of art in our 
law, and ought to have fome peculiar fence gained by the ufe 
of it in the law; but finding it ufed only in its vulgar fence, 
I perceived it fignified to break off, or put an end to a par- - 
Kament, and all their bufinefs and authority ; fo that a diffo- 
lution may be made without the King or Lord Chancellor’s 
laying, you are hereby diffolved; the force of the law or 
ccuftom of England, may put an end toa parliament. Of 
old, the finifhing the bufinefs of the people, for which they 
were called, did diffolve them. See the ancient modus te- 
nenai Parliamt, ‘The cuftom was, that when all the peti- 
tions for relief againft grievances were difpatched, proclama- 
tion was made, demanding if any petition were yet unan- 
fwered, and if there was none, the parliament forthwith 
departed ; this was the natural death or diffolution of a par- 
liament, but if the King did command the Lords and ‘Com- 
_ mhons to depart before they had fufficiently confulted about 
the ftate and defence of the king and kingdom, and 
fet no day for their return, that was the violent death ofa 
‘parliament, and I doubt, ‘a‘violence to the king’s confci- 


ence. 
5 | But 
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But it was ufual for the kings to diffolve parliaments either 
by leave or command given them to depart, fixing no day 
for their return ; fo teftify the antient rolls of the 37th 
Edw. III. numb. 38, and 38th Edw. IIL. numb. 31, goth 
Edw. IU. numb. 16, 45th Edw. II. numb. 13, 50; tis by | 
force of Jaw that the writ of fummons to parliament abates 
or becomes void by the. king’s natural death, and the par- 
Jiament is-thereby diffolved. Upon the fame reafon a failer 
of fome circumftance, as the naming fuch a time as the law 


allowes, to which it is adjourned, the holding and continu _ | 


_ Ang a parliament, if judged neceffary by the law, for pre- 
ferving both the form and fubftance of the government; 
I fay, fuch a failer in time onely, may by act.of law, diffolve 
a parliament, even againft the will of the king, and if fucha 
failer happens, if the king fhould ftep out of the form of the 
law to revive a parliament, it would alter the whole govern- 
ment by owning a power in the king to veft in fuch as he 
pleafe the legiflative power out of the form of the law. In 
making a parliament, the king hath his power from the law 
to fummons, and the form wherein ‘only he-can exert that 
power. And the elected have their power from the people 
by the writ of the law, what to do and confent to on their 
behalf at the time and place then mentioned (as the writ 
fays, tunc & ibidem) and thefe powers muft by the law be 
ftridly and pundtually perfued, and nothing Jefs than an a& 
of parliament can’ help any defeé or failer.in perfuance of 
| 4A2 | thefe 
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thefe powers; if the parliament then meet as the law re- 
_ quires, if they fail to be continued in the form of the law, — 
then by the aé of law they are diffolved, not being able to 
create to themfelves a-day or time which will not agree with 
the returnes to the writ of fummons by which their matters 
impowered them to confent on their behalf. Neither is this 
anicety or quirk im law, but a form effentially neceffary to 
preferve our liberties. If the reprefentatives, trufted for the 
people, to do and confent for them at the time and place 
‘mentioned in the lawful writ, after a failer of continuing 
‘their truft, as the law direéts, proceed to act as a parliament, 
they muft do it without any appointment or power given 
‘them from the people, in any form of law, and in the ap- 
pearance and judgment of the law, without any authoritie, 
and if they might do it after failer of a legal continuance 
‘one year, they may do it after twenty years; and becaufe 
they were once commiflioned by the people to reprefent 
them in one parliament, they fhould therefore make them- 
felves lords of the people, and of -their laws, lives and liber- 


ties for ever; and admit whom they pleafe (as fome have . ~ 


done heretofore) into their fociety ; and if it fhould be ad- 
mitted that any number of men might exercife a fhare of the 
legiflative power, without evidence in law, upon record, that 
they were thereunto firft fufficiently authorized, and therein 
legally continued, it would give a fatal ftroke to the antient 


Englifh government, and all its lawes and liberties. Sir, from 
thefe 
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thefe principles I tell you freely my. opinion, That the par- 
liament is diffolved, having been difmiffed, or commanded 
to depart, without a.day to return within the time that the 
laws require a parliament to be holden, and that time alfo 
lapfed fince their difmiffion. _ } think it not material in the. 


cafe, what words the Lord Chancellor faid-when he difmiffed. _ 


them ;. if he faid, you are prorogued, or you are difmiffed, or 
you are fent home, or you muft be gone, ’tis all one; I mind 
whiat was really done; you were in fubftance and fence of the 
words commanded to diffolve your affembly, and you -were 
told that all the bufinefs- before you was at an end, - as if it 
had not been; and that you muft not affemble again, os 
hold parliament for above a year then following ; and you 
did feparate yourfelves, and never held parliament -within. 
the year, and this, by the act.and judgment of the law, hath . 
diffolved you; there. hath been a failer of any fuch act in 
law as could continue you in the commiflion and authority . 
whereunto the people hath chofen you, in the form that the 
- laws hath prefcribed: the king declaring, under the name ~ 
of proroguing you, that all the bufinefs you had begun 
fhould be void, and that you fhould ‘not meet in parliament » 
the next infuing year, as the law required ; I fay, that de- 
claration of the king’s could not, in any conftruction of law, . 
be an act of continuance of your power and commiffion you 
had from the people, the execution whereof was thereby 
wholly defeated ; likewife there was no act of your own; 


by 
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by adjournment of your houfe, to continue you ; and there- 
fore your authority was wholly fuperfeded and difcontinued. 
I know nothing that can be pretended to prevent your dif- 
continuance, but the king’s will that you fhould fit again 
three months after the year expired ; but his prevention of 
your fitting for above a year, having contrary to the law and 
his truft, firft difcontinued you, his will cannot give, or 
renew thofe parliamentary powers that the people gave you 
in return of the jegal writ. The Lord Cooke fayth, 3 Part. 
Inftit. chap. Parl. “‘ If you fit again, you are a feveral par- 
“ liament from what you were, (if you be a parliament) 
‘every diftin& feflion being in law a feveral parliament.” 
And your former authorities being ceafed by a failer of con- 
tinuance, you can have none but what the king’s will veft 
in you; and I need not tell you, that the king cannot chufe 
for the people their reprefentatives. To me it deems plain, 
that the king having not continued you, nor you continued 
yourfelves, nor having fet or held parliament for above a year, 


the law hath diffolved you, and judged you for none. 


I have not time to write you all the talks of the town 
upon this queftion ; fome have invented a new fafhion proro- 
gation, for the king to prorogue without day, and call the 
parliament again by proclamation; but their mouths muft 
be ftopped, if they be only told, that fuch a praétife or ufe 
of prorogation, hath no foundation in any ftatute, cuftome, 


ufage, 
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ufage, or reafon of law, and the king cannot change the 
laws and.cuftomes, or introduce new. I take a prorogation, 
fine die, if any fach be made, to be as void in law, asa writ of 
fummons of a parliament would be, that named no day for 
their fitting. 


And there can 1 be no pretence of antiquity for fuch pro-_ 
ropations, the words of adjournment and prorogation having 
been ufed: indifferently for the fame thing about four hun- 
dred years, if not more. They were fo taken in the ftate of 
43th Edw. IV. numb. 42, and how long after, I cannot. 
find ; but it would have been a plain contradi@tion in termes,. 
to have faid, then the parliament is adjourned, fme die, that. 
is, it was appointed to meet at another day, without a day.. 
Its a fign that men are fore pinched, when they will affert. 
contradidtiions rather than fubmit to truth. 


Z ought to.tell you. one thing more that is faid in this cafe ;. 
they pretend a precedent, that the king hath prorogued: 
above a year ; they fay, that in.the great plague, in the 7th. 
of Eliz. that parliament was prorpgyed for a year .and three 
dayes, what then? fay they, therefore the king might do it. ~ 
now. Such arguers fhew themfelves pitiful /gicians, lack- 
learning lawyers, and degenerate Englifhmen. Is it a logical 
argument to fay, that whatever any king of England hath 
once or oftener done, may be lawfully done ‘by any other 
king? An Englifh king, Richard TI. se pretence of | 

royal. 
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royal authority, cut many a worthy man’s throat, and mur- 
dered his unkle, the Duke of Glofter. Another king, John, 
fold this kingdom to the Pope. May it therefore be law- 
fully fold ? and have any lawyers learned fo little, as not to 
know that there is no precedent to be alledged againft an 
exprefs ftatute ? or not.to know a tranfgreflion of a ftatute 
_even by the king, if filently paffed over, and never brought 
“into judgment, is not in the meaning of the law. to be called 
a precedent? T here’s no ufe of precedents, unlefs it be to 
-fhew the ufage where there is no ftatute in the cafe, or to 
ferve the conftruétion of a ftatute, where the meaning is 
doubtful; but where fo many ftatutes are plaine and ex- 
prefs, as in this cafe, ’tis in vain to alledge what hath been 
done, and connived at, without queftioning it, as a prece- 
dent to warrant the prefent breach of thofe ftatutes, or 
rather to annul them for ever. And they muft alfo as much 
degenerate from Englifhmen as from logick and law, who 
fhall affert that the kings of England may acquire a right or 
power to themfelves and their fucceflors for ever, by their 
anceftors tran{grefling id — made to bound the regal 


. power. 


All true Englifh have — maintained with their blood, 
that our kings were limited by the laws, and that they broke 
their oaths if they did not carefully fee to the execution of 
them. And in dayes of yore, they have been fo far from 

| allowing 
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allowing the fon and fucceffor of a king to break any of the 
laws, becaufe his father did fo before him ; they have rejedted 
the father becaufe he kept not within the limits of the law, 
.and taken the fon, upon his promife not to walk by his 


father’s example. 


Sir, I have told you my thoughts upon the queftion, be- 
ing fatisfied that the king’s will being declared‘upon record, 
that you fhould not hold parliament within the time 
limited by law, you were thereby diffolved, and the.authori- 
ties given you by the people, did thereby ceafe and return 
into the people; and the king’s will that you fhould after- 
wards hold parliament again, being not agreeable to law, 
could not revive your power. And in my poor opinion, if 
you now affume to yourfelves-to exercife parliamentary pow- 
ers, becaufe the king will have it fo, you muft pafs this fatal 
judgment againft the old Englifh government, That the king 
may lawfully prorogue you for forty years if he pleafe, and 
may refufe for ever to hold a parliament; and if fuch a judg- 
ment, feemingly paffed in parliament again{ft our fundamental 
laws and liberties, fhall ever be left to the interpretation of 
any fucceffors to our gracious king, who fhall intend a 
tyranny, he fhall claim by that record to be our abfolute 
mafter, and neither lords nor commons to have any right 
to provide in common council for the defence of the realm, 
and their own good government and welfare, unlefs he 
pleafe. | 
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In fine, our innocent babes fhall hereafter read in that re- 


cord, that you judged yourfelves and them to be perfed 
flaves, all proftitute to the will of the king. Doubtlefs if 
it be granted that the people have no right to parliaments, 
but at the king’s will, we fhall never have any king after 
this, that will tell us as king James did, in his {peech 


to the parliament, held March 19, 1603, ‘¢ That he was: 


‘¢ not afhamed to confefs it his principal honour. to be the 
“‘ great fervant of the commonwealth, and that he knew 
‘¢ himfelf to be ordained for the people, and not the people 
‘¢ for him’. I fhall not advife you to come or ftay ; I have 
herein delivered my one foul, as becomes 


Your faithful and affectionate friend, 


A SEASON- 


A 


SEASONABLE ARGUMENT 


To perfwade all the Grand Juries in England, to petition for 


A NEW PARLIAMENT. 


OR, ‘ 
A LIST of the PRINCIPAL LABOURERS 
IN THE | | 
Great Defign of Popery and Arbitrary Power ; 


Who have hetrayed their Country to the Confpirators, and bargained with 
them to maintain a ftanding Army in England, | 


UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE BIGOTTED POPISH D—. 


Who by the Affiftance of the L. L’s Scotch Army, the Forces in Ireland, and 
thofe in France, hopes to bring all back to Rome. 


Veritas non quzrit angulos, 
Nunc omnia Romz venalia. 


By ANDREW MARVELL. 


Amfterdam, Printed in the Year MDCLXXVII. 
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A 
SEASONABLE ARGUMENT 


To on all the Grand Juries in England to; petition for 


A NEW PARLIAMENT. 


OR, 


A LIST of the Principal Labourers in the great — 
| of Porzry and Arsirrary Power, &c. 


BEDFORD. 
IR Humphrey Winch, Baronet, hath from the court 
500/. per annnm fallery 5 and was of. the council of 


trade for plantations. 


BERKSHIRE. 


Windfor. Sir Thomas Higgen, Knight, hath a penfion 
of 500]. per annum, and hath had 4oool. in gifts; mar- 
ried to the Earl of Baths Sifter. | 

Sir Francis Winnington, Knight, folicitor general to the 
4 which place is worth 15o0ol. per annum. 


eading. Sir Thomas Doleman has 200l. per annum 
penfion, and was affifted by the court in the cheating will, | 
wpnarehy | he got Quarles his eftate, valued at 16000]. now 
| clerk 
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clerk of the council which is worth 500]. per annum, and 
is promifed to be fecretary of ftate. 

Richard Aldfworth, Efquire, auditor in the Exchequer, 
which is worth 400). per annum s he is alfo the Archbifhops 
fecretary, and has got by. boones,.: at feveral times, .’ 3000]. 

Waltingford. Sir John Bennet, Knight of the Bath, 
has got of the poor indigent cavaliers money 26000]. and 
otherwayes near 40000]. more. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Sir Richard Temple, commiflioner of the cuftoms, which 
is worth 12001. per annum. 

Buckingham Town. . Sir. William Smith, as honeft as Sir 
Richard.Temple. 

_ Chipping Wicham.. Sir Robert Sawyer, a lawyer of as 
il reputation as his father, has had for-his attendance this 
feffion 1000]. and is promifed (as he infinuates) to be attor- 
ney general, and {peaker of the Houfe of Commons. 

Agmond: ifham. Sir William Drake, Baronet, under the 
command of his father in law the chief Baron Montague, 
who enjoys 15001. per annum during the kings pleafure. 

CAMBRIDGSHIRE. 

Sir Thomas Hatton, a man of no eftate but his penfion. 

' Sir Thomas Chichley, mafter of the ordnance, and has 
had 2000]. given him, and the reverfion of his place ta his 
fon.. Univer fity. 
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Univerfity. Sir Charles Wheeler, a foot captain, who 
once promifed himfelf to be Mafter of the Roles, now go- 
vernour of Mevis. | Oo 

Town of Cambridge. William Lord Allington in debt 
very much, a court penfioner, and in hopes of a white 
ftaffe. A Cully. | | 

CHESHIRE. 


Thomas Chelmodly, promifed a great place at court, but 
not only deceived but laught at, poor gentleman. 


Chefter. Robert Worden, Efquire, a betrayer of the 
old cavaliers (with Willis) and of Sir George Booth; the 
Duke of Yorks creature, and gentleman of his bed-chamber. 


CORNWALL. 


_ Sir Jonathan Trelawney, Baronet, one that is known to 
have {worn himfelf into goool. at leaft in his account of 
the prize-office, controller to the Duke, and has got in 
gratuities to the value of rooool. befides what he is pro- 
mifed for being an informer. 


Sir John Compton, Baronet, a commiflioner of the 


prizes, and befides a patentee for fetting up lights upon the 
fea coaft. 


Lancefton. Sir Charles Harbord, furveyor general, has 
got 10000o0l. of the king and kingdom ;_ he was formerly 
a folicitor. of Staples Inn, till his lewdnefs and poverty 
brought him to court. 


Lifkeard. 
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Lifeeard, Bernard Greenvil, Efquire, a bed-chamber 
man, has.got in boons at feveral times 20000]. 
Helfton. Sidney Godolphin, Efquire, a bed-chamber 
man. 4 | = - 
_ Sir William Godolphin, Baronet, thad 12001. per annum 
out of the fee-farm rents, and governor of Scilly Ifland. 
Truro. John Arundel, Efquire, his father from a {mall 
fortune raifed to be a lord, and hath now 2000). per annum 
penfion.out of the excife, and hath got in boons, 20000l. 
Cammelford. Sir William Godolphin, Knight, under 
fecretary to the Lord Arlington, ‘now embaffador in Spain, 
and lately turned papift, hath got in boons, 3o0000l. 
W'eft-Low. John Trelawny, Efquire, cup-bearer to the 
king; captain to a troop of horfe in Ireland, and 2ool. per 
annum penfion. 
John Trelawny, Efquire, own fon to honeft Sir Jonathan 
‘Trelawny. 
Eaft-Low. Charles Ofborn, the treafurer’s brother, has 
‘an office in the cuftoms. — 
Henry Seymour, Efquire, of the bed- chicenitee: has the 
hanaper office, and is controller of the cuftoms at London, 
has got 40000. in dutchy leafes, and other boons. 


Boffiney. Robert Roberts, Efquire, victuals and protec- 
tion in White-Hall, out of priviledge time, and sol. a fef- 
fion. 4 St. 


iY 
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St. Michael. Francis Lord Hawly, captain of his Ma- 
jefties troop, gentleman of the bed-chamber to the Duke, 
and court buffoon ; has got in boons, 200001. 

St. Maws. Arthur Sprye, a commiffioner of the prizes, 
400]. per annum penfion, has raifed his eftate from 1ool. 
per annum to 8ool. by being a member. . 

Sir Jofeph Tredenham, the fon of an attorney, and by 
marrying the Speakers fafter has got a confiderable penfion. 

Kellington. Sir Cyril Wych, fecretary to the lieute- 


nancy in Ireland; brother-in-law to the two Earls of Bath, 
and St. Albans. 


CARLILE. 
Sir Philip Howard, captain of the horfe guards, got in 
patents and boons 4oool. 
Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, Knight, captain of a foot 


company, 200l. per annum, penfion, and to fucceed his father 
in the government of Carlile. 


DEVONSHIRE. 


Sir + Copelfton Bampfield, Baronet, much addicted to tip- 
ling, -prefented to the king, by his pretended wife, Betty 
Roberts, the Pall Mall. 


Exeter. Sir James Smith, Knight, major of the kings 


regiment, rooool. in boons, kinfman to the Duke of. 
Albemarle. - 
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Thomas Walker, Efquire, a commiffioner of the prizes, 
where he feathered his neft to fome purpofe, 5o0ol. this fef- 
fion, befides preferring his brother to be colleétor of the cuf- 
toms of Exeter. . 

Zotnes. Sir Edmond Seymour, Baronet, the Speakers 
father, and an indigent penfioner. 

_ Sir Thomas Berry, Knight, a penfioner of 200]. per 
annum, got for him by the Lord Clifford his brother-in-law. 

Plymouth. Sir Gilbert Talbot, Knight, mafter of the 
jewel-office. 

Plimpton. Sir Nicholas Slanning, Knight of the Bath, 
Sir George Carteret’s fon-in-law, the kings carver, 2000. 
in boons, and governour of Pendennis in reverfion.. 

Honinton. Sir Courtney Pool, firft mover of the chimny- 
money, for which he had | 

Sir Peter Prideux, Knight, the Lord of Baths beeline. 
law, conftant court dinners, and 300l. per annum penfion. 

Beer Alfion. Sir John Maynard, Knight, the kings fer- 


jeant at law. 


Tiverton. Sir Henry Ford, once fecretary for Ireland, a 


penfion of 300l. ial annum, which is almoft all he has to 
fubfift on. 


DORSETSHIRE. 
Corfe. Lord Latimer, fon to the lord treafurer, 


Lime 
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Lime Regis. Sir John Shaw, once a vintners boy, got 
of the crown, out of the cuftoms, and by other wayes, 
60000. 

Weymouth. Sir Winfton Churchil, was a commiffioner 
of the court of claims in Ireland, now one of the clerks 
of the green-cloth. He profered his own daughter to the 
Duke of York, and has got in boons rooo0el. He has pub- 
lifhed in print that the king may raife money without his 
parliament. 

_ Bridport. George Boreman, Efquire, once an under 
clerk in the fix clerks office, now mafter of the ballaft of- 
fice (a place no lefs oppreffive than illegal) worth 1sool. 

per annum. | 

Warham. George Pitt, guondam fervant to the Duke of 
York ; but turned out, and was promifed to have the money ; 
it coft him 2500l. | 


DURHAM. 
John Tempeft, Efquire, a papift, a penfioner and a court 
dinner man; has got a cuftomers place at Hull for his fon. 
ESSEX. 


Harwich. Thomas King, Efquire, a penfioner for gol. 
a feffion, &c. meat and drink, and now and then a fuite of 
clothes. 


4C2 G LO- 
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| GLOCESTER. 


Sir Baynham Throgmorton, a grant of Kingswood 
Forreft, and 200]. per annum. 


Malden. Sir Richard Wifeman, a roool. per annum 
penfion, and keeper of one of the treafurers publick parlia- 
mentary tables. | | 

Sir Willam Wifeman, at Sir Richards devotion: 


HANTSHIRE. 


_ Winchefer. Sir Robert Holmes, firft an Irifh livery boy, 
then a highwayman, now Bafhaw of the Hle of Wight, 
got in boones, and by rapine roqgoo0l. The curfed begin- 
ner of the two Dutch wars. 

Laurence Hide, the elder, a penfion of 2001. per annum, 
anda conftant court dinner man.. 


Southampton. Sir Richard Ford, Knight, contriver of 
the two Dutch wars, for which he had 1ooool. and yet is 
{carce able to live. 


Thomas Knowles, Efquire, the treafurers kinfman, 400. 
per annum penfion. 


_ Port/mouth. Sir George Carteret, Baronet, a Frenchman,, 
vice-chamberlain to the once treafurer of Ireland, and the 
navy, in which two places he cheated the crown of 
4.00000]. as upon account was made apparent. He has wifely 
conveyed great part of his eftate beyond fea, therefore 
defervedly made a privy counfellor.. 


Petersfield.. 


A SEASONABLE ARGUMENT, &c. 565. 


Petersfield. ‘Thomas Neale, Efquire, now turned brewer 
fince he has confumed a rich wifes fortune, and his own. 
eftate; he has a promife his fon fhall marry Moll Daveys’s 
daughter, and to be made a Vifcount, and maintained if 
- his. brewhoufe fail. Formerly called Golden Neal, now, 
Brazen Groom Porter. 

Stockbridge. Sir Robert Howard, auditor of the receipts 
of the Exchequer, worth 3000]. per annum; many great 
places and boons he has had, but his W.. Uphill — all, 
and now refufes to marry him. 

Robert Philips, Efquire, bed- chamberman, got in gifts 
20000). 

Newton in the Ifle of Wight. Sir John Holmes, Sir Rofs’s 
brother, a cowardly baffled fea captain, twice boxed, and 
once whipped with a dog whip, as many gentlemen can 
teftify ; chofen in the night, without the head officer of the. 
town, and but one burgefs, yet voted well elected. this laft. 
feffion. 7 

Sir Kingsmill Lucy, Baronet, has had roool. and pro- 
mifed a court place. 


HEREFORD. 
‘Fhomas Price, Efquire, soo]. given him, and 3ool. per 
annum 7 and protection in Whitehall during proro- 
gations, : : 


C. ity 
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City of Hereford. Herbert Weftphalin, Efquire, sool. 
in money, and an office in the Cuftom-houfe, worth rsol. 
per annum. . 

Webley. Sir John Barnaby, Knight, sool. given him. 

Sir Thomas Williams, once a poor quack chymift, now the 
king’s chymift, has got at leaft 40o00l. by making provoca- 
tives for letchery, and yet at this time all his land is under 
extent, and his protection only keeps him out of prifon. 


HARTFORDSHIRE. 
Sir Richard Franklin, a penfion of 400]. per annum. 


| HUNTINGDON. 
Zown. Sir John'Cotton, a madman, who cut his own 
throat, and now cuts his countrys by his vote. 
Sir Lionel Walden, 8000]: in the king’s debt, a Black- 
heath captain, and a Papift, at prefent has a company of 
foot, and a roool. given him. 


KENT. 


Sir Thomas Peyton, the coal farm, worth 2000l. per 
annum, has had many boons, and yet has {pent all, ‘and his 
own eftate to boot. This #s Peyton the informer. 

Canterbury. Sir Edward Mafters, Knight, a great wittall, 
&c. | 


Thomas Hardnefs, Serjeant at Law, promifed to be a Judge. 
2 | — Rochefter. 
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Rochefier. Sir Francis Clerk, a commiffioner of the 
prizes, and a conftant receiver of all publick money, and a 
conftant diner at court tables, 

Maidfione. Thomas Harlackenden, Efquire, whofe only 
livelyhood is in his penfion. 

Sir Robert Barnham alfo. | 

Quinborough. James Herbert, Efquire, is but fifteen years 
old, but fon-in-law to the treafurer, and therefore of age to 


difpofe of the peoples money. 


LANCASHIRE. 

County. Sir Roger Bradfhaw, a Papift, has a leafe from 
the crown. | 

Lancafter. Richard Kirby, Efquire, one of a very {mall 
eftate, a captain of guards, and a commiflioner for the hack- 
ney coaches, has had sool. in boones. 

Richard Harrifon, Efquire, a {mall penfson proportionable 
_to his underftanding. 

Prefton. Edward Rigby, Efquire, ferteunt at a4 pro- 
mifed to be a Welch judge. 

Sir John Oteway, folicitor of the Dutchy, and a confide- 
rable boon in the fee-farm rents. 


Newton. Richard Lord Gorges, a ona of sool. per 


QUNUM. 


{ 


Clitheroe. 
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Clitheroe. Sir John Heath, attorney of the Dutchy, a 
great drinker, and a fufpected papitt. 

Sir Thomas Stringer, a dancing-mafters fon, got 30000. 
under the Duke of Albemarle. 

Wiggon. Charles, Earl of Ancram, a poor Scot, sool. 
per annum penfion. . 


Sir Jeoftery Shackerly, governour of Chefter, a ie of 


500]. per annum. 


LEICESTERSHIRE. 

County. George Fount, Efquire, sool. out of the laft 
tax, and is a conftant receiver of all taxes. 

Town, Sir William Hartop, a penfion of 200]. per an- 
mum, and promifed to be clerk of the kitchen ; threatens to 
fue his town for his wages, et he hears they'll choofe 
him no more. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Sir Robert Carr, Baronet, 20,000]. in boones. Chan- 
cellour of the Dutchy. Two wives living at this time; one, 
Arlington’s fifter. | 

Grimfby. William Broxholm, Efquire, an indigent pa- 
pift, has had soool. given him. 


Stamford. Peregrine Bertie, Efquire, the treafurer’s bro- 
ther-in-law, has a penfion and a troop of horfe. 


MIDDLE- 
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MIDDLESEX. 


Sir Lancellot Lake, much in debt, has a promife that his 
elder brother’s fon fhall not be naturalized, a notorious 
cuckold. | 

Sir Thomas Allon, whofe underftanding is as great as his 
honefty, a clofe embracer of rogues, had a boon of roool. 

W eftminfier. Sir Philip Warwick, once fecretary to 
Archbifhop Laud, before that a poor finging-boy, got artifi- 
cially from the treafurer Southampton and the king 40000l. 
now clerk of the fignet : never lyes more than when he pro- 
feffes to {peak the fincerity of his heart. 

Sir Richard Everard 5ool. and that being near {pent, mutt 
have more, or fee a new way to get bread. 


| NORFOLK. 

Chriftopher Ivy, Efquire, a prifoner in the King’s Bench, 
an old decrepid letcher, has sol. a feffion. | 
Norwich. Francis Cory, Efquire, no better than Ivy. 

Lynn Regis. Robert Cook, Efquire, the treafurer’s fon- 


in-law, who by his priviledge protects himfelf from the pay- - — 


ment of the money (viz. 800o0l.) that was {pent at his election. 

Robert Wright, Efquire, Pepis his penfioner, and has — 
40s. a day allowed him by the feamen, as their councel, but 
“ufes them as he does the nation, viz. betr. 


‘Vou. I 4D © Yarmouth. 
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Yarmouth. Sir William Doyley, got 7oool. out of the 
Dutch prifoners allowance, and ftarved many of them to 
death, a penfion of 500]. per annum ; his fon isa teller in 
the Exchequer. 

Thetford, Sir Allen Apfley, the king’s falconer, worth 
12001. fer annum, the Duke’s treafure, worth ——, got 
by boones and other aéts, sical a red letter man, if of 
any religion. 

Sir Jofeph Williamfon, once a poor foot-boy, thes a fer- 
vitor, now principal fecretary of ftate, and penfioner to the 
French king. 

Cafile Rifing. Samuel Pepys, Efquire, once a taylour, 
then ferving-man to the Lord Sandwitch, now fecretary to 
the admiralty, got by paffes and other illegal wayes 40000l. 


NORTHAMPTON. 

- Town. Henry Lord Obryon, by his wife's intereft has got 
of fecretary Williamfon, 150ol: and the reverfion of Cobham 
Park, and other eftates that were inthe crown, worth 13,cool. 
per annum, his fon married the treafurer’s daughter. 


Higham Ferris. Sir Lewis Palmer; a great trader in pro- 
tections and fells cheap ;- “his father was attorney- -general, 


Brackley. Robert Spencer, Efquite a bed-chamber-man 
to the king, and in debt over ears. 


NOR THU M- 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Sir John Fenwick, a captain under the duke of Mon- 
mouth, and promifed a place at court had 2o0ool. given 
him for his election. 

Sir Ralph Delaval, had 2000l. given him, ind has a - 
fion of sool. per annum. 

Newcaftle. Sir Francis Anderfon, a penfioner to the 
treafurer. —_ 

Morpeth. Sir George Downing, a poor child, bred upon 
charity ; like Judas, betrayed his Mafter. What then can 
‘his country expect? He drew and advifed the oath of re- 
nouncing the king’s family, and took it firft himfelf. For 
his honefty, {fidelity, &c. rewarded by his Majefty with 
80,oo0ol. at leaft, and is a commiflioner of the cuftoms, the 
houfe bell, to call the courtiers to vote at fix o'clock at night, 
an Exchequer teller. 


Berwick. Daniel Collingwood, Efquire, a court janizary, 
"a penfioner of 300]. per annum, governor of Holy-Ifland. 


Vifcount Dunblain, fifteen years old, the treafurer’s fon, 
bribed the mayor falfly to return him. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


Sir Francis Leake, Baronet, governor of the blockhoufe 
_ at Gravefend, a foot company, and s5ool. in money. 


4 D2 Eaft- - 
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Eaft-Retford. Sir Edward Dearing, Baronet, commif- 
fioner of the court of claims in Ireland; the chancellour’s 
brother-in-law, promifed to be binaees of ftate after Co- 
ventry, now commiffioner of the cuftoms i in London, worth 
1200]. per annum. 


OXFORDSHIRE. 
Univerfity. Lawrence Hyde, matter of the robes to the 
kthg, has had in boons 20000). 
Woodftock. Thomas Howard, Efquire, the Lord of Suf- 
folk’s brother, 4001. per annum penfion. 


RUTLAND. | 
Edward Noel, Efquire, Lord Lieutenant of Hanthhire, 
Lord Warden of the New Forreft, and other great favours 
promifed him; which he need not doubt of, being the trea- 
furer’s nephew. 
SHROPSHIRE. 


Sir Francis Lawley, a penfioner, one of the horfes in 
Madam Fontlett’s coach. 


| Ludlow. Somerfet Fox, a penfion of 300l. per annum. 
Sir Job Charlton, ferjeant at law, chief juftice of Chefter, 
a dull Welch judge, 5o00l. per annum for his {peaker’s place. 


Wenlock, George Wild, Efquire, a commiflioner of the 
Excife in Ireland, 2000]. in money; a declared enemy to 
his country. 


Bifbops 
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Bifbops Caftlee Edmond Waring, Efquire, a commif- 
fioner of the Excife, a penfion to keep him out of prifon, 
Sir Job Charlton’s brother-in-law. - | 

William Oakley, Efquire, brother-in-law to Charlton and 
Waring, has a {mall penfion. | 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 


Bath. Sir William Baffet, Henry Seymour's fon-in-law, 
roo0ol. given him by Chifford ; he has a promife of a place 
in the law act, alwayes drunk when he can get money. 

Wells, Maurice Lord Fitzharding, one of that family 
which had from the crown in boons and places 200,000l. 
befides the unnatural honour given to the younger brother 
for pimping, which came afterwards to the father, and fo to 
this lord. He’s colonel of horfe.in Ireland. 


Taunton. Sir William Portman, in hopes to be a lord, 
~ much prieft ridden. | 


Bridgewater. Sir Edmond Windham, knight-marfhal, in 
boons, 5000]. His wife was the king’s nurfe. 
Mynbead. Thomas Windham, Efquire, bedchamber- 
man to the king, as alfo equerry. .He married a court 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Randal Edgerton, Efquire, a captain in the guards, has 
had in boons 10,000]. 


Litchfield. 
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Litchfeld.. Richard Diet, Efquire, a fea captain, kinf- 

man to Sir Robert Car, 400]. per annum penfion. | 
Walter Chetwind, courted, treated, and complimented 

out of his vote. 

~ NMewcaftle under Line. Levifton Gower, Riquire, fon-in- 

law to the Earl of Bath, had a great eftate fell to him by 

chance, but honefty and wit never came by accident. 


SUFFOLK. 


Sir Henry Felton, a penfioner, and his fon a bed-cham- 
ber man. | 


Dunwitch. Sir John Pettus, a penfion of _— per ann. 
all his eftate is under extent. 

William Wood, Efquire, mafter of the king’s dock, and. 
his fhipwright, and a violent man for taxes. 

Sudbury. Sir Robert Cordel, a poor gentleman, that has 
almoft {pent all. 


Major Cornwal, a penfion of 200l. per annum, and a cap- 
tain in the army. 


Eye. Sir George Reeves, though of a great eftate, yet 
content with a {mall penfion and promifes, that he fhall be 
_ paid.a great {um of money that he has in the banker's hands. 
Of no religion. 


Robert Reeves, his fon; no lefs than the treafurer’s table 
is {ufficient to feed his monftrous carcafe. 


Edmunds 
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Edmunds Bury. Sir John Duncomb, a penfioner. of 
2000l. per annum; in boons 20,000l. 
William Duncomb, his fon, pasriffare. 


SURREY. 


Sir Adam Brown, Baronet, the treafurers coufin german, 
and the Duke of Yorks vaffal. 


Southwark. Sir Thomas Bloodworth, a mercenary Al- 
derman of London; not to be forgotten for his pifling out 


the fire. 


Blechingley. Sir William Hayward, a commiflioner in 
the fale of the fee-farm rents, by which he got 2000l. a 
privy chamber man, and 2000]. in money. 


i] 


Sir Edward Bych, King at an ool, a feflion, yet 
very poor. 

Rygate. Sir John Worden, the Duke of Yorks fecretary, 
a favourer of Popery. 

Guilford. Thomas Delinghoy, Efquire, a Scotch ferving- 
man, a creature of Lauderdales, chofen by the Duke of 
York, who was in penfion at his election, and voted for him. 

Sir William Morley, Knight of the Bath, a conftant 
court dinner man. 

| SUSS E X. 

Chichefier. Richard May, Efquire, a lawyer, Recorder 

of Chichefter, a penfioner, and promifed to be heir to 


Bap. May, if he vote. | 
4. | Hor fham. 
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Horfbam. Sir John Covett, Baronet, wheedled with 
promifes, much in debt. , 

Midburfi. Baptift May, Efquire, privy purfe, rool. 
per annum allowance, got befides in boons for fecret fervice, 
40,000]. This is he that faid, ** 500]. per annum was enough 
‘* for a country gentleman to drink ale, eat beef, and to 
¢ ftink with, &c 

Lewis. Sir John Stapely, an indigent. 

Sir Thomas Woodcock, Deputy Governour of Windfor 
Caftle, a foot company, 200]. per annum penfion. He 
fet up a deed to gain his nieces eftate, which was found to 
be forged by a jury at the King’s Bench Bar, and now 
ftands upon his priviledge, to prevent a decree in Chancery — 
‘to have it cancelled. | 

Staining. Henry Goring, Efquire, 200]. per annuni pen- 
fion, and court dinners. 

Bramber. Pierce Goring, Efquire,200l. per annum penfion. . 
Newfboram. Henry Goring, Efq. 500l. and promifed a 
penfion. | 

Eaft Grinflead. Edward Sackvil, Efquire, lieutenant 
~ to the yeomen of the guard. 

Arundel. Roger, Earl of Orrery, prefident of Munfter, 
and a regiment of horfe in Ireland. 

Francis Vicount Langford, formerly treafurer of Ireland, 


which he fold for 14000]. now a penfion of 500). per annum. 
WAR- 
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WARWICKSHIRE. | 

Sir Robert Holt, Baronet, rovol. given him and protec- 
tion from his creditors ; brought out of goal this laft feffion, 
when outlawed after judgement. 

Sir Henry Puckering, alias Newton, paymafter to the 
Popith ftanding army, and allowance for keeping a table 
every feflion. 

Warwick Town. . Sir Francis Comptes Knight, captain 
of a troop of horfe. 


WESTMORLAND. 
Sir Philip Mufgrave, Baronet, a regiment of foot, go-. 
vernour of Carlile; giving him in fee-farm-rents 6000l. 
Appleby. Thomas Tufton, Efquire, bed-chamber-man 
tothe Duke of York. 


WILTSHIRE. 


Wew-Sarum. Sir Stephen Fox, from a poor foot-boy, 
and then finging-boy, has got in place by the court, 1500001. 
clerk of the green cloth. 

Wilton. Sir John Berkenhead, a poor alehoufe-keepers 
fon, got by lying, to be one of the mafters of the requeft 
and faculty office ; in boons 3o00l. 

Hindon. Edward Seymour had for four years 20001. pen- 
fion to betray the country party, for which he then appear- 
ed. But fince he hath fhewn himfelf barefaced, and is trea- 

Vor. II. 4=E furer 


4 
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furer of the navy, and {peaker ; one of the commiffioners 


of the admiralty, and of the popifh cabal. 


Robert Hyde, Efquire, had fold his vote before:he came 
into the’ Houte, iand had r000l. for this laft (his firft} fellion. 


: Be sphuey, ~ "Phomas Wanklin; Efjuire; once a poor 
- ferving-rhvan, now one of the commiffioners of the. excife 
in Ireland, and sol. a feffion. Kept an inn at Kingfton- 
three years, now keeps a tavern in Effex-buildings in the 
Strand. : 

Devizes. George Johnfon, Efquire, a lawyer, and a 
Welch judge,’ the treafurers folicitor, and an impudent— 
has the reverfton of the Mafter of the Rolls, but fome fay 
that’s onely in truft for Baron Bertie, 


Chipenham. Francis Gwyn, Efquire, one of the com- 
miffioners of the excife in Ireland, had sqol. given him. 


Malmfbury. Philip Howard, Efquire, of the Dukes - 
‘bed-chamber, 3ool. per annum penfion. 


Sir Thomas Efcourt, reverfioner of the Judge of the 
Marfhalfte, his fathers own fon, converted to the Church 
‘of Rome by his young handfom mother-in-law, with whom 
he’s very inward. 

Crecklade. Sir John Earnly, a commiffioner of the 
navy, and chancellour of ‘the Exchequer, alwayes votes as 


directed. 
4. o- Bedwin. 


A SEASONABLE ARGUMENT, &. — 579 
Bedwin. Henry Clerk,’ an indigent commiflioner of the 
prizes, and a place in the cuftom-houfe at Briftol worth 2o00l. 

per annum. | 
- Ludgarfbal. Daniel Finch, Efquire, the Chancellors fon. 

‘William Afhburnham, Efquire, got by the court sooool. 
cofferer, 

George Leg, Efquire, fuppofed to be a papift, of the ' 
Dukes bed-chamber, and governour of Portfmouth, in 
boons 40000). 

Old Sarum. Sir Edward Nicholas, Knight, got by the 
court rococo}, | 

Malborough. Sir John Elwes, Knight, very poor but a 
place in Ireland, of 3o00l. per annum, a court admirer. 


WORCESTERSHERE. 
_ Sam Sandys fenior, Efquire, a boon given him in the 
excife which he fold for 13 5001. 

Worcefter. ‘Thomas Street, Efquire, a Welch judge, 
promifed other preferments, had gool. given him. | 
 Dailwich. Sam. Sandys, junior, Efq. fonof 13500. 

Henry Coventry, fecretary of flate, the breaker of the 
Triple League, as he himlelf afirmed when he went to 
Sweden. : 
| Esvefoam. Sir John Hanmer, a prodigal gentleman of 
the horfe to the mafter of the horfe ; commiffioner of the 

4 E 2 ~ excife 
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excife in Ireland, and a troop of horfe i in Ireland, 2000l. 
given him i in money. 


YORKSHIRE. 


Conyers Darcy, Efquire, aflifted by the court in ftealing 
the Lord Lexingtons fifter from her guardian for his fon. 


Sir Thomas Slingfby, governour of Scarborough cattle, 
never gave his country one vote, who voted all for him 
when chofen Knight of the Shire. 


Knarefoorough, Valiant Sir John Talbot, a foot com- 
pany, a company of dragoons, a commiffioner of the prizes, 
_of the excife, and for the fale of fee-farm-rents, 8o0ol. per 
annumout of the Wiltthire excife,-the reverfion of the 


Jewel-office. 


Rippon. Sir John Nicholas, Knight of it Bath, hei 
of the council, got by the court 40000l. 

Sir Edmond Jennings, made high fheriffe of Yorkfhire 
(againft a vote of parliament) which is worth roool. pro- 
mifed a penfion, and place at court. 

Heddon. Henry Guy, Efq. groom of the ii addin 

Alborough. Sir Solomon Swayl, Baronet, one whofe 
word will not pafs for 3d. where he is known, got by the 
court 6ool. an old papift, if not prieft, but his bald pate 
excufes his tonfure; a forger of wills. 


Sir John Rifby, the treafurers pian fold himfelf and 
country to him. : 


Thrife 


 imployed in four embaffies, and whofe.indefatigable induftry 
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Tbrifk. Sir William Wentworth, Sir Allen Apfleys fon 

in law, much in debt; his wife has a place under the 

Dutchefs of York, he a penfion of sool. per annuus, in 
boons 3o000l. 

North Allerton. Sit Gilbert Ged a fouldies af { for- 

tune; he has got by the court, and the late bifhop of Dur- 


ham (whofe daughter he married) 300001. but at prefent it 
' is moft {pent ; but he — his friend the treafurer will re- 


pair all breaches. eo 
Pontefradt. Sir William Lowther, eT ee of - | 


~ cuftomes, a man whofe honetty and integrity oftener fails. 


him than his wit. 


CINQUE PORT S. 

Haftings. Sir Dennis Afhburnham, married Mr John 
Afhburnham’s daughter, got in places rooool. 

Rye. Sir John Robinfon, Baronet, lieutenant of the 
Tower, got in places and gifts, by his’ wifes intereft and. 
otherwayes, 40000]. fheriff of London at the execution of 
Dr. Hewit, and a notorious R. in the latetimes. 

_ Hithe. John Harvey, Efquire, the queens treafurer, 
that told the king, he had been voting againft his: con- 
fcience to ferve his Majefty. 

Sir Leolin Jenkins, fon of a taylour, Judgeof the Ad- 
miralty, was in hopes to be Archbifhop.of Canterbury ; 


in 
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in promoting a peace for France, has been our —~~ ; he 
- afhrmed in the Houfe of Commons, ‘ That upon neceffity 
«° the King might raife monies without ac of parliament.” 
Dover. George Montague, Efquire, Abbot Monta- 
gues brother, mafter of St. Katherines — in. gifts 
goool, 
Sandwich. John Stroud, governour of Dover, com- 
miffioner of the prizes, got by feveral indireé& iii from 
the king and kingdom, 1ooool. 
Bew Morris. John Robinfon, Efquire, 400l. per annum 


penfion. 
: WALES. 


Brecknock. Sir Herbert Price, Baronet, mafter of the 
houfhold, got in boons rooool. | | 

Cardiganfbirs. Sir Charles Cotterel, mafter of the ce- 
remonies, got in gifts, r1oo0ol. 

Carmarthen-Town. John Lord Vaughan, governour of 
Jamaica, 10001. per annum penfton. 

Robert Lord Bulkley, the chancellours brother-in-law, 
by whofe meanes he is guardian to Sir Wiliam Williams ; 
worth 1000l. per annum to him. 

Denbsfbire. John Wyn, Efquire, 400]. given him in 
mroncy-. , 

Fiintfbire. Sir Thomas Hanmer, Baronet, 5o0ol. per 


annum penfion. 
| Flint. 
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Flint. Roger Wheatly, Efquire, Knight Harbenger, 
farmer of the Poft-Office, by which he got a vaft eftate. 
Merioneth. Andrew Newport, Efquire, 400]. per an- 
num penfion ; a {quire of the body. 


The publifher beggs pardon of thofe gentleman. here 
named, if he has for want of better information: undervalued 
the price and merit of their voices, which he fhall be ready 
upon their advertifement to.amend:. but more particularly 
he muft beg the excufe of many more gentlemen, no lefs. 
deferving, whom he hath omitted; not out of any malice,, 
or for want of good will, but of timely notice; but in. 
general, the Houfe was, if they pleafe to remember, this laft. 
feflion, by three of their own members told, that there were 
feveral Papifts, fifty outlaws, and penfoners without num-- 
ber: fo that upon examination, they may arrive ata better- 
_ knowledge amongft themfelves, and do one-another more: 
right, than we (howfoever well. affected) can poflibly do: 


without doors. 


THE END OF VOL. iL 
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